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"Tliy acts are like mercy," said Hester,
bewiklered and appalled. "But thy words
interpret thee as a terror 1"

"One thing, thou that wast my wife, 1

would enjoin upon thee," continued the
scholar. . "Thou hast kept the secret of
thy paramour. Keep, likewise, mine!
There are none in this land that know
me. Breathe not to any human soul that
thou didst ever call me husband! LTere.
on this wild outskirt of the earth, I shall
pitch my tent; for, elsewhere a wanderer
and isolated from human interests, 1 find
here a woman, a man, a child, among
whom and myself there exist the closest
ligaments. No matter whether of love
or hate; no matter whether of right or
wrong! Thou and thine, Hester Prynno,
belong to me. My home is where" thou
art and where ho is. But betrav me
not!"

"Wherefore dost thou desire it?" in-
quired Hester, shrinking, she hardly
knew why, from this secret bond. " Why
not announce thyself openly, and cast
me off at once?"

"It may be," he replied, "because 1

will not encounter the dishonor that be-
smirches the husband cf a faithless
woman, it may be for other reasons.
Enough, it is my purpose to live and die
unknown. Let, therefore, thy husband
be to the world as one already dead, and
of whom no tidings shall over come.
Recognize me not by word, by sign, by
look! Breathe not the secret, above all,
to the man thou wottest of. Bhouldst
thou fail me in this, beware! His fame,
his position, his life will be in my hands!
Beware!"

"1 will keep thy sec... . . his,"
said Hester.

"Swear it!" rejoined he.
And she took the oath.
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bound her here was of iron links and
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never be broken.
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of endless retribution. Over and over
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this idea upon Hester's- - contemplation,
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then strove to cast it from ler. She
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alone with tl.v inf. i thn e,..,-- w

letter! How is it; Hester? 'both thy
cOT,fQ 1,1 4U . ,. -

thy sleep? Art thou not afraid of night- -
'

;

mares and hideous dreams?"
"Why dost thou smile so at me?" in-

quired Hester, troubled at the expression
of hia eyes. "Art thou like the Black
Man that haunts the forest round about
us? Hast thou enticed mo into a bond
that will prove the ruin of my soul?"

"Not thy soul," he answered, with
another smil. "No. not thine i"

CHAPTER IV.
nrTTT.:: at ukr needle.

Hester Prpnt-'- s term of confinement
was nor.-- at an end. Iier prison door .

was Liirowu o:"en and sin .me le-rtl- i into 1

l"c 10- - inc. which, falling on all alike.
L'ceLueci lo i:ei" hic-- an-- ittoi'iau Heart as
if meant for no other purpose than to
reveal the scarlet letter on her breast.
Perhaps there was a more real torture
in her first unattended footsteps fro:n
the threshold of the prison than even in
the procession and spectacle that have
been described, whcie she was made tiie
common infamy, at which all mankind
was summoned to point its finger. Then
she was supported by an unnatural ten-
sion of the nerves and by all the com-
bative energy of her character, which
enabled her to convert the scene into a
kind of lurid triumph,

It was, moreover, n separate and in- -

snlated event, to occur but once in her
lifetime, and to meet which, therefore,
reckless ol economy, she might call it
the vital strength that would have suf- - ;

ficedlcr many quiet years. The very
law mat conuomnea lier--a giant of
stern features, but with vigor to sup--
liuiu, us nwi as lo uuiimnate, m mo iron
arm had held her up, through, the ter-
rible ordeal of her ignominy. But now,
with this unattended walk from her
prison door, begau the daily custom;
and she must either sustain and carry it
forward by the ordinary resources of
her nature or sink beneath it. She
could no longer borrow from the future
to help her through the present grief.
Tomorrow would bring its own trial
with it; so would the nest day, and so
wTmld the nest; each its own trial, and
yet the very same that was now so un-
utterably gri to be borne.

The days of the far off future would
toil onward, stilj with the same burden
for her to take up and bear along with
her, but never to fling down, for the ac-
cumulating days and added years would
pile up their misery upon the heap of
ehame. Throughout them all, gi ving up
her individuality, she would become the
general symbol at which the preacher
and moralist might point and in which
they might vivify and embody their im
ages of woman s frailty and sinful pas
sion. Thus the andyonnr iuiv would
be taught to look at her, with the scaritt
letter fl.n4.w v.,i, ai- - u. (v- -

enndofVTnonoralne
0

parents- - at her, the
motnerof a bace that would hereafter
rv ? -v, o eaico oeeu
innocent as tne figure, the body, th- - j

reality of rul And over her grave tlie

b V ' J
would be her onh monument.

It may seem marvelous that with the
world before her kept by no restrictive
clause of her condemnation within the
limits of the Puritan settlement, so re-
mote and so obscure free to return to
her birthplace or to any other European
land, and there hide her character and
identity under a new exterior, as coni- -

nletelv as if cmer'j-m- mto nnotnpr cttita,'. " 0 w - iw luiu a oiiupie auuuuance tor iier c'.nuof being, and having also the ofpasses Her own dress was of the coarse-- t mate-t-he
dark, inscrutable forest open to her, riais ani the most somber hue. with onlywhere the wikmess n her nature might : that one ornameut-t- he scarlet letuitselt with a people whose; which it was her doom to wear. 'The

customs and life were alien from the chil(ps attp,e OIJ tho othcr b:lnA v--

law that had condemned her- -it may distinguished bv ;1. fanciful, or. we mi-d-

seem marvelous tnat tm.s woman should ...... p."..,..;.. ; ,.0. ..'7

Btil call that place her home where,
uuu
type
a fe
that
most invariably compels human beings
to linger around and haunt, ghosthire,
the 6pot where some great and marked
event has given the color to their life-
time, and still the more irresistibly, the
darker the tinie that saddens it.
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mind? Then read carefully whar
you do not ,. derstand , and listen
(lpa' 't.dy to what you do not

, with.-
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