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SCARLED Liiith,

By NATIANIEL EAWTEORNE

The scarlet letter burned on’ Hester
Prymne's bosom. Hszre was another
ruin, the responsibility of which came
partly heme to her,

“What see you in my face,” asked the
physician, “that you lock at it so car-
nestlys”

“Something that would make me weep
if there were auy tears bitter enough for
it," answered she. “But let it pass! It
is of yonder miserable man that I would
gpeak.”

“And what of him?"' eried Roger Chil-
kngworth eagerly, as if he loved the
topic and were glad of an opportunity
to discuss it with the only person of
whom he could make a confidant. “Not
to hide the truth, Mistress Hester, my
thoughts happen just now to bLe busy
with the gentleman. 3o epeak frecly,
and I will make answer,”

“When we last spake together,” gaid
Hester, “now seven year
your pleasure to extort a promise of
secrecy as teuching the former relatior
betwixt yourself and me. As the life
and good fame of yonder msn were in
your hands, there seemed ne choice 10
me save to be silent in accordance with
your behest. Yet it was not without

heavy misgivings that | thas bound my- |
self, for, having cast off all duty toward |

other huiman beings, there remained a
duty toward hime, and somellLing whis-
pered me that 1 was Letraying it in
pledging myself to keep your counsel,
Since that day 1o man is so near to Lim
as youn.
footstep. You arebeside him. sleeping
and waking. You scarch his thoughts,
You burrow and rankle in his heart,
Your clutch is on bis life, and you cause
himn to die drily a living death, and still
he knows you not. In permitting this 1
have surely acted a false part by the
only man to whkom the power was left
vie to be trae!”

“What cheice had you?' asked Roger
Chillingworth. My finger pointed at
this man wonld have hurled him from
his pulpit into a dungeon—thence, per-
adventure, to the gallows!"

“It had been better so!™ said Hester
Prynne.

“What cvil Lhave 1 done the man®
asked Roger Chillingworth asain, 1
tell thee. Hester Pryane, the richest fee
that ever physivian e
arch could not have Loy

ed from mon-

it sueh care s

[ iave wastod on Lle puiest!
But for iy aid life woinld have
Barned away in wrnients wichin the 6

WO yeurs afier the pornobiation

Crine HAESLS 1. hiz s
facked  the strepgil thnt coul
borne ap, as thine has, beuoeath o berden
ke thy scarlet loter, Oh, 1 conla
reveal a goudly seervei! Bat  enonegd!
VWhat art can do | bave exbansied o5
25 72+ T 1 '3 Torveg
abwit on o aneY
“Betre it once!” suid

the Inrid Gre of his hewrs
fore her eyes, v Beme

. ] 5 . 1:
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y_ s
s man el

inthe sici his worst epciny! e
s been conscious of we. o bas felt
aninnnence dwelling always upsn him

Laisw by scuie spi
Creator never maile
anothier beinz so seusitive as this—he
krew that uo friendly hand was pall
Lt his hisuwiarei: 2d that 4n eye wa
looking curiousiyinto hita which EOTIERT
culy evil and found it. But he kuew
not that the eve and hand were mine!
With the swperstition comnion to Lis
brotierhood ke fmeicd himeelf given
over toa ficnid, to be tortured with firich

Fal dreqans and desperate thoughts

r
3

stiny of remorse and despair of pardon,
as a foretaste of what aswaits him Le-
vond the grave. But it wes the con-
staut shudow of iny pr ce—the closest
propinguitity of the m vhom he had
most vilely  wron #l who had
grown to exist only Uy this perpetual
poison of the direzt revenge! Yea, in-
deed—he dit not err—1there was a fiend
it kis elbow! A meoertal mon with ounce
a buman heart has become a fiend for
liis espeeial torment!™

The unfortunate physician, while
utiering these words, lifted kis hands
with alook of horvor, as if he had be-
held some frighifnl shape, which he
could not recoguize, usurping the place
of his ovwn image in a glass. It voas one
ui those moments—ywhich sometimes ce-
¢nr only at the interval of yrars—when
a man’s mnoral aspecet is faithfully re-
vealed to his mind’s ere.  Not improba-
bly, he had never before viewed himself
ns he did noyw,

‘‘Hast thou not tortured him enongh?”
said Hezter, noticing the ald wman's look.
“Has he not paid thee all”

“No! mo! He has but inereased the
debt!” answered the physician; and as
he proceeded his manner lost its fleveer
characterietics and subsided into gloom.
“Dost thon remeniber me, Hester, as 1
was nine years agone? DLventhien | was
in the antumn of my days, nor was it
the carly autmmn. But all my life had
been made up of earnest, studious,
Lhouglhiful, quiet years. bestowed faith-
fnlly for ilhe increase of mine own
knowledge, and fuaithfully, too, though
this latter object was but casnal to the
other—fuithfully for the advancement
of human wWeila,. . . been
more peaceful ani inuocent than mine;
few lives o rich with benetiis vouferred,
Dost thou remember me? Was [ not,
though you might deem e cold, never-
theless a man thoughtful for others,
craving little for himself—kind, true,
just and of constant, if not warm affec-
tions? Was I not all this?”

“All this and more,” said Hester.

“And what am | now?" demanded he,
looking into her face and permitting
the whole evil within him to Le written
on his features. *1 have already told
the¢ what 1 am! A fiendl Who made
me so?”

“It was myself!" cried Hester, shud-
dering. “It was 1 not less than he.
Why hast thou not avenged thyself on

1

—Ql

ago, 1t was |

| leave his farther retrilisiion to the
Ler that elnims it, 1=

| stambling at every step over the ;i

Pywherewidh we have strewn our a0

[ thee, and thes plone,

1
pupon tomarry im,  She de

i

-

had since bLeen &

- . {wiseand just mian to s flend Wilt
You tread behind his every | J ‘ e s

me?”
*1 have left theo to the searlet letter,”
replied Fazrer Chillingworth,  *1f that
have not avenged mie [ can o no merc’
He laid ks tinzer on it with o <inila,
“It has avenged thae! answered Hes-
ter Prynne.
“1 judged uo less.™ said the phixsic
“*And now, what wonlldst thou with
me tonclring this 1Aun="

“1 must reveal tha secret,” answereld |

Hester firmly.
i thy true character,
the result, | know not.
debt of confidence, dne from me to i,
whose bane and ruin { have been, shall
at length be paid. So far 2s concerusz
tae overthirow or preservation of his fair
fame and his enrthly state, and per-
chance his life, e is in thy kb
do I—whom tho searlet lotter fas dis
ciplined to trnth, thoagh it be the truth
of red hot iron enterinte into “the sonl--
nor do I pereeive sncl advante ce in his

iving any longer a life of ghasily cmpti-

What may be

e -alaoy,

ness that L shall stoop to nmplore thy
merey. Do with Li:n as thou wilt!
There is no grood for Lim—no rood for
me—no gond for thes! Thers is no ool
for little Pearl! There is no path to
guide us out of this dismal maze!”

“Woman, I eor N nizh pity thee!™
said Roger Chillingsworth, nuable (o re-
strain a thrill of sdmiration, too, for
there was a qunality slmoet majestie in
the despuir which she expressed. “Thom
hadst great elements.  Peradvensure
hadst thou met earlier with a better love
than mine, this evil had net been, | ity
thee fur the good that has been wasted
in thy nature.”

“Andlthee.” answered Mester Pryone
“for the hatred that has transforiced a

yet purge it ot of
more hurraur  [F not for
doubly fur

thee and be

-

thine owi.

and, but now,
there could e no soed event for hin

thee or me, who are here wanjoris e

gether i this glosmy maze of evil g

1t 0l

[t is wot so! There wiht Le irood for
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will to pordon Wikt theu give up th
only priviiez®* Wit thwa reject that
priceless benetts”
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mading of Ler stib-equent fe, thes

cls A themselees wnoie hore @ t
resnenbritices, Sl maree Jel bow soolh
geenes conld have bven,  She moarvoleld
]1 Voshe L"»l!‘.'l PV ONe Leenawry '.‘.'.f;:

comned] it her

eriine most 1o be repente

iad ever endured and o

of tiat she
rcented the
lukewarmn griasp ol his bl

suffercd the smile of ber lips anl oves ty
iningle and mielt into bis e,

eecitied a fouler offense comoutiited by
Roger Cuillingvwor: i tium auy

And 1t

which

2 Lim that, in the

! vali
| tizne when her heavt Enow no bettor, Le

i

| had persaaded her to ianey herself happy

i proached even for the cal

by lLis side,

"“Yes, I hate him!”
more bitteriy than
trayed mne!  Ile has
wrong than [ did himn!™

Let men trewibie to win the hand of
woman, unless they win alonz with it
the ntinost passion of lier heart! Bl it
may be their miserable fortune, ns it
was Roger Chillingworth's, whoen, soma
rrightier tonch than their own mav havoe
awakened all her senrililitics, 1o be ro-

repented Fester,
Lefora, “ile b

tlone me worse

n conteut, the
marble image of happiness, which thev
vill have imposed upon her asthe warm
reality. But Hester onzht long uwo to
have done with this injustice. Wit did
it betoken? Had seven long vears under
Lhe tortnre of the scarlet lutter inflicted
30 much of misery and wrouglit out no
repentance?

The emotions of that brief space,
while she stood gazing ufter the crocked
ligmre of old Roger Chillingworth, threw
a dark light on Hester's state of mind,
revealing much that she mizht not otl-
erwise have acknowledged to herself.

He bYeing gone, she sminmoned back
her child. * * =«

CHAVI. .. .
PASTOR AND FARIRHIGNER

Hester Prynne rewmsined constant in
her resolve to make known to Mr. Dim
mesdale, at whatever risk of present pain
or ulterior consequences, the trae char

acter of the man who had crept idhw his |

intimacy. For several days. however
she vainly sought an opportunity of ad
dressing him in some of the meditative
walkis which she knew him to be in the
habit of taking along the shores of the
peninsula or on the wooded hills of the
neighboring country. There would have
been no scandal, indeed, ugr peril to the
holy whiteness of the clergyman’s good
fame had she wvisited him in his own
study; where many a penitent, ere nosw,

But this loug |

“He must discern thoe |

Nor |

| “Is it thou?

hial contessen sin= of periEns as agep g
dye as the one Leiokeael by thoe scarlet
letter.  But, partly tiad
gcuret or undlimuised initerforence of old
Roger Chitlineworth,
her conscivus Loart iniputed suspicion

where nonge cobl hiave

Leeny folt, and
parily that bhoth the npiinicter aul slo
wotld necd the winls
Lreathe 11 while

wide world 1o
v Tudlhed together—
for- all Hester nbtvor
thoaght of wiceting bim in any GATrower
privecy than benexth ti npen sky

At last, while attendine in a sick
chamber, whithier the Roverend Mr
Divnmeslilo had  been saummoned 1o
MEREC R [ ye bearnedd that be hoad

the

gone the day tefore to visit the Apustle

ANOUS

. amonz bis Isdian canveris  He
woulld probably retiun by a certan
hour in the afterimon of the wme row
Betimes, therefore, the
teok hitile Poarl,
the companisg of all her unnhors
ditions, bowsver fnconvenient ber pros
ence, and set forth,
Tho roeecl il taer tap

cerossel frovn the

=t day b
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kept Lis his

x“"\‘l\- s Ulie el vl 1. lie haddl
alinast qone by betors Hester Pryane
CoMll Satler volee enoush 10 4ttt bis
oliservar, o, At Ly H il SIO0F '--!n'-f,

“Arthur Lionaesbie!™ abiesnid fiint-
Iy at first; then lowder; Lut Loursely

i

“Arthur Dimonesdale?”
‘Who speaks!
ter.
Guathering  himself

tood more

aonswered the minis-

quickly np, he
G ercet, like a mun taken by
sirprise moa mwood to whichh he was re-

o g 1 }
an L0 Gavo

Tise wWittosses, Throwines
hiz eyes anxiousiy iy the direction of the
volve, Lo ety bebield s fin wo-
der the trees elad in gass

Ler and solittie rolievd
twilight intowhich the clomled shy and
the houvy folizge had dirkensd he
noontide, that he knew not whether it
were a woraan or a shadow., It may be
that Lis pathway  throngh Life
haunted thus by a specter that Lald
stolen out fromn aniong his thouchts.

He made a step nigher and discovered
the scarlet letter,

“Hester! Hester Prynne!™ said he.
Art thon in Iife?

“Even so!" she answered. **In such
life s has been mine these seven years
past!l Andd thos, Avuoa
dost thou yvet live:”

It V7S N0 WOROCT ant they thas (]iies-
ticned one another’s actual anad Lodily

RS |

nUNEs s0o Buln-

ogray
el

from tl

APPPITY uredale,

e

existence and even doubted of thvir own.
So strangely did they ineet in ke dim
wood that it was like the first enconnte
in tie world beyond the grave of two
spirits who had been intimutely con-
nected in their foriner Lfe, but now
stood coldly shuddering in mntmual tread,
as not yet familiar with their state, nor
wonted to the coinpanionship of disem-
bodied beings. BEach o ghost and awe-
stricken at the other ghost! They were
awestricken likewise at themnselves be-

canse the crisis flung back to themn their |

conscivnsness and revealed toeach heart
its history and experience, as life never
does except at such breathless epochs,

e dreaded the |

pid partly that !
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If all the charchies i the lanl were 1t
tarn ont members wlio refases pay
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bers, but the world wounld hase confideace
in those who weps |oft 10 Z10n, Then

| membersiiip in the chuweh wonld be a
' . .

| badge of distinetion
| .

worth more than
gold and rubies, It is a good sign to sew
the relizgious press agitating the scbhicct
[ It is a theme for the pulpit and fur the
i prayer meeting.,  Dishonest men shonld
| have their place with scandal mongers
| and blasphemers and shonld wear a eol-
|lar or badze of a-eriminal. A healthy
sentiment is growing against dishonesty,
One of the chief causes of dishonesty is
extravagance and apattempt to ly high,
when yoor wings are too short. —Ashe-
| buro Couorier. ‘

Highest of all in Leavening Power —Latest U. S, Gov't Report.
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directly vn liver stomach and kidoeys,
gently aiding those org
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vat that this is the remedy voa pewd.
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A Beautiful Stylish Shoe
for Ladies.
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PRICES, $2, $2.50, §3, $3.80.
Coasalidated Shoe Ca., Mfrs, Lyma, Max
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