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mischief :n them. eaik aci riL -- '

portnr.aTely ot tranve soirecf mangethe scarlet Lhf Highest of all in Leavening Power Iuttrst U. S. Gov't Report.
"Hasten, Pearl, or 1 shall be angry

with thee!" cried Hester Prynne, who,
however inured to such behatior on the
elf child's part at other seasons, was
naturally anxious for a more feemly de- -

miuuiter-iuna-ullv embarrassed bnt ;

hoping tluu a kissimgut prove a talisman !

toawm.t urn into tao ennd s kmdher .

reiraruri bent forward mid miiirvl
one on I. or brov i

fl.,,-..,-....- .. iv ... i i - - .. ',

, . .' il . IC SCHOOL TEA CIIEIl

i'li Sup rintendent of Public
v', .;,;,(, is ui Fra.ii li n county will be
j;i i() g- on tli second Thura--- ,

j i o : .!!', April. .July. hv-p-- ,

.
: 1 i - i ami )i comber, ami

r ,, i,. i : ; ';r."- days, if necessary,.
i , !!; anpli- -

, . ,,) r . :, in the Public. Schools
,,, , .unity, i will also bo in
,,,, :, , .;wx n Saturday of each

, ,. .in ! ail public days, to attend
;:,i-'i!".- -;s connected with my

J. X. IIauhis, Sirpt.

;;" 14. 4 'i I '!..

...ro ..ai, oHkt;uii.a ...an ner the aged were no whittr. nor e.icld tl pimother and. muring to the brook creeping baU of vt.-nla- vbc b:i '

stooped over it and bathed her forehead feet todav; it wa.'nu. - to dcnN '

until the unwelcome kvs was quite jn what t s..-- ,lil7 n d fr-- i thewashed ..C and diffused through a long individual, on wl- - m L-- d o rxcei-l- v
lapse of the ;,bding wattr. She then' bestowed a put n: - ada.a -,! v. t theremained apart. Mlent'.y watching lies-- ' ministers v.-t i.a-- e " to la-ter and the e;ergy nun. while they tallied form them of lh. ir mut .! h:v

and. mad such arrangements lar im; rc.,: i m t ; k l.im t.,.'t r. - trk-a- s

were suggested by their new pitiou ablv. as he p.u-s- . d cad. r th- - wad. , f h.,and the purp.,-e.- , mio-.- i to be ful.ill-- d. cwv ciiurch The ..!;!-,- . a- - P, v,
An,l now this fal-f- ul interview had andGrange vet fauwb-.- r rn .'t

come to a close. The dell waa to I e left that Mr. Dimu-.esda- l s mmd Mhn'.u--
a solitude among its dark, eld trees,; betAvoen two i.h r.s- -. uh.r tl at he had

ABSOLUTELY PURE

nicii, witii t aeii inu l li itnlmouM agues,
would whiv r long of what ha l usod !

there, and no mortal bo lb- - wi. .ml
tile meiaueholy brook won! I u tl.i
otner taie to me mystery with won h its
lime ueart was aircaay overban;rr-.et- l

and whereof it still kept up a u arr.a-.r- -

ing babble, with not a whit more cheer- -

iiuuess oi tone man tor ages r.cr-.ioiore- .

CHAP a... .

the itiNi.JTr.n i:; a :. ;.?..

As the m.ini-te- r d.-far- : i ia ;.lva:-- c

of Hester Prynne 1.:::- - I..:l h, ,
threv.-- a bachwartli.lar.ee. hall x; i t

ing that he t hor.1.1 dl.-c-.- r :,!y :...at
faintly traced s or Ir.--.- t iu
mother ami th.e child s!e-.vl- f.;.;-.::,- ' i:.t-
the twilight of the v: , -- r,..;t a

vicissitude in h:.; life com 1 n t at onei .

be rec. iveil as real. Cut tia-r- v. .s Has
ter. clad in her grav n-- stamlit.- -
beside the t ri e t ; una , h ,eh . l;.e hi
hatl overthrown a l..ug i.ia ;.(:.r - a
an. I which had ever bai , . .

witii moss, so t::.:t there t'.o fat-- d ,.;.,
with earth's la a a est burden them
mrgiit there fit down b getla-- and litid
a single laairs ie-- t aial .la'-n Atal
there was Pearl, l: ;h;;v d :: a ;:.j
from the margin of th i r n.-- il...;
the intrusive ihird ir-a- was .'.:
and taki. g hi r phice h. r a. '!. :

So the minister had let rall-- r
asleep .and dream.- i.

In order to f n e lri iaiad fr-a- t'ai- - in
distinct in ss and duo'iai; v of i:a; :, a.

ver.ed it with a strai. ;. dis-
quietude, he p.. r th, r
oughly th-- a-- i he plan- - w: a .i lb--t-.-

aa 1 him.-ei-f ha 1 sk. n.:.- f..:- th :r art

are. It ha 1 h.-.- , ; raaa.d be-

tween them tla.t ivi-- (d W. :ia. wu'u
ito crowds aa i eir.- --

mere
lii m a

iigiij!-- s!i- r ..I.. at
ta.ia tiie wil - ..f 'n' k... i i v all
Auk rial, v. 1 i s a.!;, '' a a In- -

d : a u w i g i a i t r ; . t-
- ( aa a' i .f

'peaas eat t.. ak, a :k,
se.di;...rd ;; . k .ay
man'.-- h.-a-

th- - h.aa, .a... . l : r. a. .

gl.t-- ; h ' - t. a ! aa

la. 1. 1 wi i .1 a. I., a :. ' ia
th- - ii.ai: t t f t : a-- i a aa In:
th." h'.aher t..e --

a.lapt.-l
i i .e" 1.1... re i . . e.r. i ly

to it ta a a a
In fur; hi rant ! :!a- - k. a a

r,m ! ha.: a iv ;:i :: ; i....
of the. e .;;..-- ; a Ik- , ::.. ; a
at that day. h i ...

lat. ly oaih s i a t la- . ;..
over i:- - sur: re a ii a r ai, : a d ie

.f ek.aa. :. : Tk:s v
had n a' a: ri v I fp 'a th- - ..

an. aa-- a' t a e i : a .

s.al b.r lh-i- ?. ; i - v.

voeataai. as a : i M t a k ! . : -
. f

charity, had b:.aa;ht 1

. i . a tae ea ;.... o aa a c: . ; :

t: pou her el ; t -; vui l ... j ; ; (

individuals raid a child . itii ah th'- -

crecy which t ;.' una taaeas leaae.i
more than :

Tiie miui-- t r had iauutri d t f IP--;- r
witii no pule i;;are-1- . f - p: ec.. a..,-

at winch the ve..-- l naig'at boixp-vf-.- i ; i

depart. It w.eakl pro! ably be .a th-

fourth day from the p;vei.t. "Ti at -

most fortunate!" he had t a :i 1 t l.aa
self. N..-W- why the Ik-vi-- a.l .'Ir. I'aa-
mesdaie ait-re- it so vt ry ba tvaa a- -,

we hesita.te to reveal. .'ev rtla k- -- t

hold notlaie: fa!; fn m f i Pad- r. it
Av;is becaia--e on the trad day ! i aa lac
present he was to piva- h ti e '.(.:;. n

senntai, and as sin h an . eea-io- f. i e:l d
:;n honorable epoch ui t!ie 111 e of a New
Caglau.l he c.r.1,1 r.ot hare
chanced upon a more suitable na.da ai:
Jtime of tc rmmating his profession.. i ca- -

rcer.
"At least they .ha'l say if me.'

thought this exemr!ary iaan. ak.r.t I

leave no pulh.c duty unj arfoi :n- -l t.o.
ill performed!" Sad." indeed, that ;;:i in-

trospi cti-- si profound and acute ;is
this Mvr minister's should be mi era- -

bly deceived We have had aad may
still have worse things to tell of l.:m.
but none we apprehend so pitial ly
weak: no evidence, at once so -li ;ht ami
irrefragable, of a subtle disease that had
long since begun to eat into the real!

j substance of his character. No man for j

any considerable period can wiaronej
' face to himself and ano'.ia r to the mul- - j

titude without finally getting j

as to which may be the true.
The excitement of Mr. Dimmes.lale's

feelings as he returned from his inter- -

view with fierier lint lam unr.ccus- -

tomed j hysicul energy and hurried l.iui
townward at a rapid .ate. The path-- '

way among tho woods .omed wildc- -.

c iiiiiuiiui v.iui us i nut-- uy- -

stacles, and less trodden by We foot of
man, than he remembered it on his out -

ir , ,,.i .ci x jwuiijc. uiu ue' icuiT-i- a atii'S--
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It was vritb a fculini- - which neither of
them had ever before experienced that
they sat and watched Pearl's slow ad- - !

vance. In her was visible the tie that '

united them. She had been offered to
the world these seven years past as the
living hieroglyphic, in which was re-
vealed the secret they so darkly sought
to hide all written in this symbol all
plainly manifest had there been a
prophet or magician skilled to read the j

character of Same! And Pearl was the
oneness of their being. Be the foregone
evil what it uiiirht. how could thev
doubt that their earthly lives and future
destinies were conjoined, when they bo- -
held at once the material union and the

j

,

spiritual idea in whom they met and
were to dwell immortally ?

J -

Thoughts like these and perhaps other
thoughts, which they did not acknowl
edge or define threw an awe about the
child as she came onward.

"Let her see nothing strange no pas
sion nor eagerness tu in v. ay of ac-
costing her." whirr.ered Hester. --Our
Pearl is a fitful and fantastic little elf
sometimes. Lsneeialhv she is seldom
tolerant of emotion, when she does not
fully comprehend the why and where-
fore. Cut the child hath strong affec-
tions! She loves me and will love thee!"

"Thou canst not think," said the min
ister, glancing aside at Hester Prvnne.

how my heart dreads this interview
and yearns for it! Cut in truth, as I al-

ready told thee, children are not readily
won to be familiar with me. They will
not climb my knee, nor prattle in my
ear, nor answer to my smile; but stand
apart and eye me strangely. Even lit
tle babes, when 1 take them in my arms,
weep bitterly. Yet Pearl twice in her
little lifetime hath been kirl to me! j

The first- - time thou knowest it well!
The last was when thou ledst her with
thee to the house of yonder stern old
governor."

"And thou didst plead so bravely in
her behalf and mine!" answered the
mother. "1 remember it, and so shall
little Pearl. Fe;:r nothing! She may
be strange and shy at first, but will soon
learn to love thee!"

By this time Pearl had reached the
margin of the brook, and stood on the
farther side, gazing silently at Hester
and the clergyman, who still sat to-

gether on the mossy tree J:'unk, waiting
to receive her. Just where she had
paused the brook chanced to form a
pool, so smooth and quiet that it re-

flected a perfect image of her little iig
are, with all the brilliant picturcxpae-nes- s

of her bear.ty. in irs adornment of
Cowers ; id wreathed foliage. Put more
refined and spiritualized than the real-
ity.

This image, so nearly identical wi'h
the living Pearl, feeulvd to communicate
somewhat of its own shadowy and m
tangible pu:lby to the child herself, li
Wiis strange, the way in which Pearl
stool, looking so steadfastly at them
through the aim medium of the forest
gh-:.i- bs.rs.-lf- . meanwhile, all glorified
wuh a ray of stnishine that was attract-
ed thitherward as by a certain sympathy
In the- - brook lV:i; ith stood other
child- - another and the same with like
wise its ray of golden light. Hester feit
herself, in some indistinct and tantaltz- -

:ag ju.--. aner ostran. rad from Pei as i:
the child, in her lonely ramble through
the forest, had s . ayed out of the sphere
in which she and her mother dwelt to
get her. and was now vainly seeking to
return to it.

There was both truth and error in the
impression; the child and mother were
estranged, but through Hester's fault,
not Pearl's. Since the latter rambled
from her side another inmate had been
admitted within the circle of the moth-
er's feelings, and so modified the aspect
of them all that Pearl, the returning
wanderer, could not find her wonted
place, and hardly knew where she was.

"1 have a strange fancy," observed the
sensitive minister, "that this brook is
the boundary between two worlds, and
thou canst never meet thy Pearl again.
Or ia she an elfish spirit, who, as the
legends of our childhood taught us, is
forbidden to cross a running stream?
Pray hasten her, for this delay has al-
ready imparted a tremor to my nerves."

"Come, dearest child!" said Hester en-
couragingly, and stretching out both
her arms. "How slow thou art! When
hast thou been so sluggish before now?
Here is a friend of mine, v. ho must be
thy friend also. Thou wilt havewice
as much love henceforward as thy
mother alone could give thee! Leap
across the brook and come to us. Thou
canst leap like a young deer!"

Pearl, without responding in any man-
ner to these honey sweet expressions, re-
mained on the other side of the brook.
Now she fixed her bright, wild ej-e-

s on
her mother, now on the minister, and
now included them both in the same
glance, as if to detect and explain to
herself the relation which they bore to
one another. For some unaccountable
reason, as Arthur Dinimesdale felt the
child's eyes upon himself, his hand
with that gesture so habitual as to have
become involuntary' stole over his
heart. At "length, assuming a singular
air j)f authority,' Pearl stretched out her
hand, with the small forefinger extend-
ed and pointing evidently toward her
mother's breast. And beneath, in the
mirror of tho brook, there Avas the flower
girdled and sunny image of little PearJ
pointing her small forefinger too.

"Thou strange child, why dost thou
not come to me?" exclaimed Hester.

Pearl still pointed with her forefinger,
and a frown gathered on her brow the
more impressive from the childish, the
almost babylike aspect of the features
that conveyed it. ""As her mother still
kept beckoning to her, and arraying her
face in a holiday wiit of unaccustomed
smiles, the child stamped her foot with
a yet more imperious look and gesture.
In the brook again was the fantastic
beauty of the image, with its reflected
frown, its pointed finger and imperious
gesture, giving emphasis to the aspect of
little Pearl.
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with eanicst haste and 1 -t- a.-y. Th '

the night fled away as if it wcra ..

winged (deed end le ( r.i riz.-- n -
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pertinent now. "Leap across the brook.
naughty child, and run hi-her- Llse 1

must come to thee!"
But Pearl, not a whit startled at her

mother's threats, any more than molli
tied by her entreaties, now suddenly
burst into a fit of passion, gesticulating
violently and throwing her small figure
into the most extravagant contortions.
She accompanied this wild outbreak
with piercing shrieks, winch the woods
reverberated on all sid.es; so that.-alon- e

aa she was in iier childish and un reason
able wrath, it seemed as if a hidden
raultitude-ver- lending her their sym
pathy and encouragement. Seen in the
brook once more was the shadowy wraith

s image, crowned and girdled
with flowers, but stamping its foot.
wildly gesticulating, and in the midst of
all stili pointing its small forefinger at
Hester's bosom!

"1 see what ails the child," whispered
Hester to the clergyman, and turning
pale in spite of a strong effort to conceal
nor trouble and auiMy,n,u. Children
will not abide any, the slightest, change
in the accustomed aspect of things that
are daily before their ryes. Pearl
misses something-whic- she" has always

me wear!"
"I pray you." answered the minister,

"if thou hast any means of pacifying the
child, do it forthwith! Save it were the
cankered wrath of an old witch, like
Mistress Hibbins," added he. attempt in
to smite, "1 know notlnng that I would
npt sooner encounter than this passion
in a child. In Pearl's young beauty, a.-i-n

the wrinkled witch, it has a preter-
natural euect. Pacify her, if thou lovet
me!"

Hester turned again toward Pearl,
with a crimson blush upon her cheek, a
conscious glance aside at the clergy man
and then a heavy sigh; while, evtn be-

fore she had time to speak, the blush
yielded to a deadly pallor.

"Pearl," said she sa ily, "look down at
thy feet! There! before thee! on the
hither side of the brook!"

The child turned her eyes to the point
indicated, and there lay the scarlet let-
ter, so close upon the margin of the
stream that the gold embroidery was re-

flected in it.
"Bring it hither!" said Hester.
'Ccme thou and tako it up!" answered

Pearl.
"Was ever such a child!" observed

Hester aside to the minister. "Oh. 1

have much to tell thee a rat her'
Cut ia very trnt h she is right 'ards
th:s hateful tok. n. 1 mv.st I ; tor-fe-

ture yet a bit !e lei:-;e- o

days longer -- ta .til we shall left
this region, and look back nil t a
land which we :avo ,i!ea:.e
forest cannot Me i;! The
shall take it fna a lav La .a. aa swa.i
it up forever!"

With thi.se words :ae ; ineed to
margin f ; he brook . toe i tia- - ;

letttr and fa.-tor- i it n ia to i: r
bosom. Ho: cfr.ily. i ut a mo:.
as Hester had a (.f i a
the th t p ft. a. there v !' 11: vi- -

table tloom her.
back t his dead! v : yu bo! llela 1

of fate. She- had ! ai.'4 it int. mil
space she had dra aa l.our ii ee
breath and here a a:a: a the scarlet
misci v ulirterina : tat t ; So ii
ever is, whether tha - typale t r no. that
an evil deed invest Itself W ai t:a cl.ar-U'atiierei- i

acter of doom. IJe- - :tr ne.t up
the heavy tresses of her hair a :d con-i- f

fined them beneath her cap. As there
were a withering spell in the sad letter,
her beautv. the warmth an; riehn-- s of
her womanhood, departed 1 ike fading
sunshine and a gray shadow seemed to
fall across her.

When the dreary change was wrought
she extended her hand to Pearl.

"Dost thou know thy mother now,
child?" asked she reproachfully, bnt
with a subdued tone. "Wilt thou come
across the brook and own thy mother,
now that she has her shame upon her
now that she is sad?"

"Yes; now I will!" answered the child
bounding across the brook, ami clasp-
ing Hester in her arms. "Now thou art
my mother indeed! And I am thy little
Pearl!"

In a mood of tenderness that was not
usual with her the drew down her
mother's head and hissed her brow and
both her cheeks. Cut then by a kind
of necessity that always impcjled this
child to alloy whatever comfort she
might chance to give with a throb of
anguish Pearl put up her mouth, and
kissed the scarlet letter too!

"That was not kind!" said Hester.
"When thou hast shown me a little love,
thou mockest me!"

"Why doth tho minister sit yonder?"
asked Pearl.

"He waits to welcome thee." replied
her mother. "Come, thou, and entre at
his blessing! He love-- j thee, my little
Pearl, and loves thy mother too. Wilt
thou net love him? Come; he longs to
greet thee!"

"Doth he love us?" said Pearl, looking
np with acute intelligence into her
mother's face. "Will he go back with
us, hand in band, Ave three together, into
the town?"

"Not now, dear child," answered Hes
ter. "Cut in days to come he will walk
hand in hand with ns. We will have a
home and fireside of our own, and thou
shalt sit upon his knee and he will teach
thee many things and love thee dearly.
Thou wilt love him. wilt thou not?"

"And will he always keep his hand
over his heart?" inquired Pearl.

"Foolish child, what a question is
that!" exclaimed her mother. "Come
and ask hii blessing!"

But whether influenced by the jeal-
ousy that seems instinctive with every
petted child toward a dangerous rival or
from whatever caprice of her freakish
nature, Pearl would show no favor to the
clergyman. It was only by an exertion
of force that her mother brought her up
to him, hanging back and manifesting
her reluctance by odd grimaces; of
which, ever since her babyhood, she had
possessed. a singular variety, unci could
transform her jnobile physiognomy into
a series of different aspects, Avith a new
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.' .; li ; ,n i Dirftri i Courts.

.1. K. MA. LONE.

two doors ivlow Thomas & Aycocke'
mrc adjoining Dr. O. L. Ellis.

W. H. NICHOLSON,

PRACTICING- PHYSICIAN,
LOl'ISl! x. c.

W. TiMBEitLAKE,i;.
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L'lCiSljaKG, N. C.

on Nash si ro-- , t.

S. Sl'RUlLL,r.
AT TOR XE Y- - AT-LA-

L'V lsitrl'.'i, N. c.

Will .tt.n Hlie courts of Franklin, "Vance,
WurMi I Wake counties, also

th- - sii;.r.'m- - Court of North Carolina. Prompt
at ' ii i li given to collections,

Y. GCLLEY.N.
ATTORNEY-AT-- L AAV,

FKANKUNTOY, C

All H'l' il ; attended to.
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ATT IRNE"-AT-LAA-
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Baak of Louisaurg
i n r.a.-ra- l liankin Business,

'li-- cii iris in-u- and returned promptly
N Ext-ban- bout-h- t and sold.

CDUMT f ORDERS CASHED

Inft-ri's- t paid on deposits after three
mourns.

W. P. WEBB, President.

LAND SALE.
By virtue of authority cdven in a

mortMi-i- - de I to . F. Allen by Dal
l'nvirt an t wife, dated April 17tU 1891.
i'i.l rouorded in book S7, passes 317 and
Jib, twister s orticrf ot brankhn coun
ty, I will sell at the Court House door
in Loimbiin-- , N. C, on Tuesday, Jan
uary 2, 1891, a tract of land described
i:i saiti rn orti-ag- e, adjoining the lands
or n, o. Uentou, U. K. Denton and J.
li. Denton. Terras cash.

Geo. K. Leonard, Exr.,
of Geo. F. Allen, dee'd.

NOTICE.
Havinjr nvjalifled ns Administrntrix on

tin- etst-it- of J. Ii. Perry, deceased, all per-hoii- h

indebted to said estate will make
nud all persons holding

tiaiu.s ii:;aiiiHt Faid estate must present
ttiwu for payment on or before fith day of
Octo!.i-- . 1mj4. or this notice will be plead-t;'- l

in of their recovery. This October
"t-l- , xK.J.i.

Mas. M. A Perry,
AdminiBtratrix.

NOTICE.
f.V virtue of n. ilprvue cf t.Uo Si, i.mu.i

fl! l'ranklin count-- , in the special proceed-'"y- t
entitled V. V. Clifton and others, ex

I nell at the court house door
in Icn;is:,ii,-j- . on Monday the 4th day of

' ' !,.( s.KJ. at public miction to' the
-'- the tract, of land in llav-'- 1

' " ' coii)ty. on which thel;,:'"Mis Tii:nn.!i resided, containing
t'x?'-'tt- ' acres. Terui Ouo-thir- d cash,' 'i iii on ere lit of (.wrflv:- - months with 8
I" cent luterebt from day of sale.

CM. Cooke,tn. iud. 1 S9-1- . Commissioner.

the plashy places, thrust himself It has been prepared Avith great, Vho i the aaihor of the par-throug- h

tho clinging underbrush, . .

climU-- the ascent, piunge.1 into the
hollow, and overcame, in short, all the
difficulties of tho track with an

activity that astonished him.
He could not lut recall how fecbly.'and
with what frr.-jurn-t pauses for breath,
ho had toiled over the same grerand
only two d;iys befere. As he drew near
the town he took an impression of
change from the scries of familiar ob-
jects that presented themselves. It
seemed not yesterday, not one, not two,
but mauy days, or even years ago, since
he had quitted them. There, indeed,
was each former ti ace of the street, as
he remembered it. and all the peculiar-
ities of the houses, with the due multi-
tude of gable peaks, and .a weathercock
at every point where his memory sug-
gested one.

Not the Icga. htnvoft., carue Mis Llu- -
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