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By A. CONAN DOYLE.
Unce on -itne Ni¥h-road they maae
rapid progress. Only once did they
meet anyone, and then they managed to
slip into a field and so avoid recogni-
tion. Bcforée reaching the town E
hunter branched away into a rugged
and narrow footpath which led to the
mountains. Two dark, jagged peaks
| loomed above them throngh the darlk-

ness, and the defile which led between
them was the Eagle canyon in which
the horses were awaiting them. With
unerringz instinet Jefferson Ilope
picked his <vay among the great
bowldersand along the be.] of.a dried-
up water-course, until he came 4o the
retired cormer, screened with rocks,
where the faithful animals had been,
picketed. The girl was placed npon
the mule, and old Fetrier upon ome of
the horses, with his money-bag, while)
Jefferson Hope led the other.aloag the
precipitons and dangerous paths.
It was a bewildering route for any-
one who was not accustomed to face
Nature in her wildest moods. On the
one snide a great erag towered up a
thousand fcet or more, black, sternand
menacing, with long basaltic eolumns
upon its rugged sarface like the ribs
of scme petrified monster. On the
other hand a wild chaos of bowlders

o 1!.(41[.[.
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Wty utt“‘n 1the courts of Franklin, Vaoce,
also

ﬂlpr me Conrt of North Uarolina Prompt

sonvitle, Warren and Wake couunties,

att ntion given tu collections, &e.

and debris male all advance impossi-
ble. Between the two ran‘the irregu-
lar tracl, so narrow in places that
they had to travel in Indian file, and g0
rough that only practiced riders could
have traversed it at all. Yet, in spite

Y. QULLEY.
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of all dangersand difficulties,the hearts
of the fugitives were light within them,
for every step increased the distanca
between them and the terrible despot-
ism from which they were flying.

They soon had a proof, however,
that they were still in the jurisdiction
of the Saints. They had reached the
very wildest and most desolate portion
of the pass when the girl gave a

\\ I LL{;\U\T
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
LOUISBI LG, X. C.
Veatices inall courts.  Qifice in the Cour
How=i

startled ¢ry and pointed upward. On
a rock which overlooked the track,
showing out dark and plain.against
the sliy, there stood a solitary sentinel.
Tle saw them as soon as they perceived
him, and his military challenge of
“TWho goes there?” rang through the

t

$L5% por Botlle, = “Saven from five,” returned Jeffer-
(ureg Cnuehs, He'xmncﬁs. roa - i
s et el Wheoping Congt | SO0 Hope promptly, remembering the
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te Price 50cts. Injector free. | gun, and knew that they had’ passed
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silent ravine.
“Travelers for Nevada,” said Jef-
ferson Ilope, with his hand upon the
rifle which hung by his saddle.
They could see the lonely watcher
fingering his gun, and peering down
at them as if dissutistied with their re-
ply.

“By whose permission?” he asked.
“The Hely Four,” answered Ferrier.
Tiis Mormon experiences had taught
him that that was the highest anthority
to which he could refer.
“Nine from seven,” cried the senti-
nel,

countersizn which he had heard in the
garden.
“Tass, ard the Lord go with yon,”
said the veoice from above. Deyond
this post the path treoadened ont, and
the horses were abl€ to lreak into a

(o] r —1 .r- \.-
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“4them without name stainped
g0, put bim down s a fraud.
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CHAPTER V.
THE AVENGING AMNGELS.
All night their course lay thronghin-
tricate defiles and over irregular and
rock-strewn paths. More than once
they lost their way, but [Tope’s inti-

nd

THEIER COURBE LAY THROUGH INTRICATE
DEFILES.

(4 %

mate knowledge of the mountains en-
abled them to regain the track once
more. \Vhen morning broke, a scene
of marvelous though savage beauty
lay before them. In every direction
the great snow-capped peaks hemmed
them in, pecping over cach other’s
shoulders to the far horizon.. Eo steep
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were the rocky banks on either side of
them that the larch and the pine
scemed te be suspended over their
heads, and to need only a gust of wind
to come hurtling down upon them.
Nor was the fear entirely an illusion,
for the barren valley was thickly
strewn with trees and bowliders which
had fallen in a similar manner. Even
18 they passed, a greatrock came thun-
derlng' down with a hoarse rattle which
woke the echoes in the silent gorges,
and startled the weary horses into a

gellop.
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mountains lit .up one. after the other,
like lamps at a festival, until they
were all ruddy and glowing. The mag-
pificent
of. the fogitives and gave them
fresh energy. At a wild torrent which

halt and wa
they partook of & hasty breakfast.

track by this time,” he said.

mainder of our lives.”

were more than

TOUSBURG, X, c.,t mnu

thebueofabeetu'ng crag, wnmm'

rocks offered some protection from the
chill wind, and ere, hunddled to-'
gether for warmth, they enjoyed a few |
hours’ sleep. Before daybreak, how-
ever, they were up and on their way
once more. They had seen no signs of
any pursuers, and Jefferson Hope be-
gan to think that they were fairly out
of the reach of the terrible organiza-
tion whose enmity they had incurred.
He little knew how far that iron grasp
could reach, or how soon it was to
close upon them and erush them.
About the middle of the sccond day
of-the flight their scanty store of pro-
visions began to run out. This gave
the hunter little uncasiness, however,
for there was game to be had emong
the mountains, and he had frequently
before had to depend upon his rifie for
the needs of life. Choosing a shel-
tered mook, he piled together a few
dry branches and made & blazing fire,
at which his companions might warm
themselves, for they were now nearly
five thousand {ect above the sea level,
and the 2ir was bitter and keen. Hav-
ing tethered the horses and bade Lucy
adieu, he threw his gun over his
shounlder and set out in search of
whatever chance might throw_in his
way. Looking back, he saw the old
man and the young girl crouching over
the blazing fire, while the three ani-
mals stood” motionless in the back-
ground. Then the intervening rocks
hid them from his view.

He walked for a couple of miles
throngh one ravine afteranother with-

IOE BAW THE OLD MAXN

AXD
GIRL CROUCHING QVER THE BLAZING
FIRE.

TOE YOUNG |

ont sueccess, though from the marks !
upon the trecs, and other indications,
he judged that there were numerous
bears in the vicinity. At last. after
twoor three hours’ fruitless search. he
was thinking of turning back in de-
spair, when, casting his eyes up-
warid, he saw a sight which sent a
thrill of pleasure through his heart
On the edge 'of a jutting pinnacle,
three or four hundred feet above him,
there stood a crgature somewhat re-
sembling a shecp in appearance, but
armed with a pair of gigantic horns.
The big-horn. for so it is called—was
acting, probably, as a grardian over a
flock which were invisible to the hun-
ter; but fortunately it was heading in
the opposite dircction, and had not pers
ceived him. Lying on his back, he
rested his rifle upon a rock. and tooit a
long and steady aim before draswing
the trigger. The aniinal sprang into
the 2ir, tottered for a moment upca
thre cdge of the p—eupme and then
ceme u-ashmg down into the valley
bencath.

The creature was too unwieldy to
lift, so the hunter contented himself
with entting away one haunnch ard
part of the flank. With this trocphy
over his cheulder, be Lastened to re-
trace his steps, for the evering was al-
reedy drawing in. He had hardly
started, however, before he realized |
the difficulty which faced him. In his
eagerness he had wandered far past
the ravines which were known to him,
and it was no easy matter to pick out
the peth whiceh he had taken. The val- |
ley in which he found himself divided
and subdivided into many garges,
which were so like each other that it
was impossible to distinguish one from
the other. Ile followed one for a mile
or more until he came to a mountain
torrent which he was sure that he had
never seen before. Convineced that he
ha® taken the wrong turn, he tried
another, but with the same resnlt
Night was coming on rapidly, and it
was almost dark before heagain found
himself in a defile which was familiar

a;

lying head of reddish soil, which had
assuredly not been there before. There
was no mistaking it for anything buta

approached it, he perceived thatastick
had been planted on it, with a sheet of
paper stuck in the cleft fork of it.
insceription upon the paper was brief,
but to the point:

| else left to him, he conld at least de-
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sence—a lm which had ¢
them ail and yethad -lntt no ﬁq_ be-
, hind . -

Bewildercd and stunnt&.
blow, Jefferson lope felt his }

round, and had to lean upod | ﬁleto
save himself from falling. He was es-
sentiallya mam of ac wwover, and
speedily récovered from temporary
fiopofence. _Seizing a_half-consumed
piece of wood from ihe smounidering
fire, he blew it inton ‘flame, and pro-
ceeded with its uelp to examine the
little camp. The ground was all
stamped down by the feet of horses
showing that a large party of mounted
men had overtaken the fugitives, and
the direction of their teaeks proved
that they had afterward turned back
to Salt Lake City. Had they earried
back both of his. companions with
them? Jefferson Hope had almost per
suaded himsclf that they must have
dore so, when his eye fell updn ah ob-
jeet which made every nmerve of his
body tingle within him. A little way

on one side of the camp was alow-| s

newly-dug grave. Asthe young hunter

The

esayy I8 eess e reneesens il
JOHN FERRIEIL

vote his life to revenge. With indom-
itable patience and perseverance, Jef-
ferson Hope possessed also a power of
sustained vindictiveness, which he may
have learned from the Indians among
whom he had lived. As he stood Ly
the desclate fire ko {elt that the only
thing which counld assuage his grief
would be thorough and complete retri-
bution brought by bis own hand upon
his enemies. llis strongwill and un-
tiring encrgy should, he determined,
be devoted to that opne end. VWith a

| grim, white faco he retraced his steps

to where he had dropped the food. and
baving stirred up the smounldering fire,
he cookerl enough to last him for a few
days. Tlis he made up into a bandle,
and, tire.l as he was, he get hims<lf to
walk back throngh the mouutains npon

the track of the avenging ancels -

For five days he toiled, footsore and
weary, through the dceiiles which he |
had already traversed op horsebaci.
At nicht he flung himself down among
the rocks and snatched a fow hen
slecp, but Lefore daylLreak he was al-
ways well on his way. On the sixth
day he reached the Eagle canyon, from
which they had commceneced their ili-
fated fiight. Thence he could look
down upon the homa ofithe Saints
VWWora and exhaunsted, he leaned upon
his rifle and shook his gaunt hand
fiercely at the silent, widespread city
beneath him. As he looked at it he
observed that there were flags in some
of the principal streeits and other
siogns of festivity. He was still specu-
lating as to what this might mean
when he heard the clatter of horse's
hoofs and saw 8 mounted man riding
toward him. As he approached he
recognized him as a Mormon named
Cowper, to whom he had rendered
services at different times. lie there.
fore accosted him when he got up to
him, with the object of finding out
what Luey Ferrier's fate had been.

“] am Jefferson Hope,"
“You remember me."”

The Mormon looked at him with un-
disguised astonishment—indeed, it was
difficult torecognize in this tattered un-
kempt wanderer, with ghastly face and
fierce, wild eyes, the spruce young

rs of

he said

nighhwbeqn thd mar

“DON'T MIND ME,™ SBAID HOPE, FAFKTLY.

ble, so hard and so sct was ts expres-

baleful light.

slinging his weapon over his shoulder,
he strods off down the gorge and so | they remained on top of your
awza)
the haunts of the wild beasts.
them all there was none so fierce and |
so dangcrous as himself.

only too well fulfilled. Whether it was

1894,
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clergyman to his wife after a scr
mon in Westminister abbey, "wl
touclied the congregation. They | the barber, -*how would
were entranced. Every eye was ! your Laircut?”’

upon me from the first word to |
the last.”

barber's chair.

ion, while his eyes glowed with a | ronud hole at the top.

“Weil, my little man,"

A six-year old was seated in a

said
you-like

“OL, like papa's, with a lit' e

“No wender,” said bis wifr.?
“Your gloves were inside your|
Ihat and when yon it off|
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to him. Even then it was no easy mat-
ter to keep on the right track, Tor the
moon had not yet risen, acd the high
cliffs on either side made the obscurity
more profound. Weighed down with
his burden and weary from his exer-
tions, he stumbled along, keeping ap

hunter of former days. liaving, how-
ever, at last satisBed himself as to his |
identity, the man's surprise changed to |
consternation. |

“You are mad to come here,” he
eried. ‘It is as much as my own life
is worth to be seen talking with you.

! led repeated

| after nightfall,

these attempts npon their lives, and
expeditions into the
monntains in the hope of capturing or
killing their enemy, but always with-
out success. Then they adopted the
precaution of never golng out alone or
and of having their

will receive music pupils at her fath-
er's residence.
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As the sun rose slowly above the
eastern horizon, the caps of the great

le cheered the hearts

swept out of & ravine they called a
tered their horses, while

Lucy and her father would fain have
rested longer, but Jefferson Ilope was
inexorable. “They will be updn our
*“Every-
thing depends npon our gpeed. Onece
safe in Carson, we may rest for the re-

s | During the whole of that day théy
-bg evening they caleulated that they
thirty milesfrom their

his heart by the reflection that every
step brought him nearer to Lucy, and
that he carried with him enough to in-
sure them food for the rcmainder of
their journey. .

He had now come to the mouth of
the very deflle in which he had left
them. Even in the darkness he conld
recognize the outlines of the cliffs
which bounded it. They must, he re-

flected, be awaiting him amously. for
he had been absent nearly five hours.
In the gladness of his heart he put his
bands to his mouth and made the glen
reecho to a loud hallo as a signal that
he was coming. He paused and listened
for an answer. None came save his
own cry, which clattered up the dreary,
silent gavines, and was borne back*to
his ears in countless repetitions. Again
he shouted, even lounder than before,
and again no whisper came back from
the friends whom he had left sucha
short time ago. A vague, nameless
dread came over him, and he hurried
onward frantically, dropping the pre-
cious foed in hisag. g tion.

When he turned the corner, he came
full in sight of the spot wh-re the fire
had been lit. There was still a glow-
ing pile of wood-ashes there, but it had
evidently not been tended since his de-
parture. The same dead silence still
reigned all round. With his fears
changed to convictions, he burried on.
There was no living creature near the
remains of the fire; animals, man,
maiden, all syere gone. It was only
too clear that some sudden and terrible

-?_'_mm At night time they chose

There is a warrant against you from
the Holy Four for assisting the Fer-
riersaway.”

*Idon't fear them or their warrant,”
Hope said, earnestiy. ‘*You must know
something of this matter, Cowper. 1|
conjure you by all you hold dear to ko
swer a few questions. We have al-
ways been friends. For God's sike
dar't pafr~~ 4~ anrwer mea.”

“What is it?” the Mormon asked un-
easily. “De gnick. The very rocks
have carsand the trees eyes.”

**What has become of Lucy Ferrier?”’

“‘She was married yesterday to youug
Drebber. [lold up. man, hold up. you
have no life left in youn.”

“*Don’t mind me,” said [ope, faintly.
He was white to the very lips, and had
synk down on the stone against which
he had been leaning. ‘‘Married; you
say?”

“Married yesterthy—that.a what
those flags are for on the Endowment
house. There wns some words be-
tween young Drebber and young
Stangerson as  to which was to have
her. They'd both been in the party
that followed them,- and Stangerson
had shot her father, which seemed to
give him the best claim; but when
they nrguod it outin council Drebbe~s
party was the stromger, %o 'the
prophet gave her over to him: Noone
won't have her very long, though, for
I saw death in her face yesterday. She
is more like a ghost than s woman.
Are you off, then?"

“Yes, I'm off,” sald Jeffcerson Hope,

;_mmmmm&
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houses guarded. After a time they 2 50
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their opponcot, and they hoped that |

fre | Parson's, o Germon

novein '.t
Dudley Warner, the
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thing, angmented it. The hunter'smind
was of a hard, unylelding nature. and
the predominant iC*a of revenige had |

taken such complete possession ol it |
that there Gss o rovws lur aoy other

emotion. ll'e was, howsver, nbove all
things praetical. He soon realized that
sven his iron constitution eonld not
stand the incessant strain which he was
putting upon it. Exposureand want of
wholesome food were wearingz him ont
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