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yoeer wind December, and

ever longed for that state, for Mrs

e lay s, 11 e --mil\v Mnrley had a gOOd, sensible head
oS OT eXunumiuy appil- . .

iin the Pablic Sehools | 8 her pretty shoulders and she

v. . will also be in | Enew she had taken her late hus-
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tof Sorth Courolinp; aud the U.
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MALONE. ouce woke up to the fact that there
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for worse, proLably. Then, too,
cshe was a young woman of con-
science and she had tried to bear
all the deceased Mr. Morley's jll
points as a good, true wife should.
In fact, she bad sneceeded so well
that, when the poor man finally
realized that he had to die, he

confessed that lLe had

Ccards,

of the State. !

l'mnestly

10}

N, hasn mact wrena in his past treat-

meut of ber and died with a half-

b ke LS.
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aiization that there was no longer

V- sl NICHOLSON; a_ craven-minded, coarse-bodied
PN TICING PHYSICIAN, | inan to scatter discord along her
R | whisle pathway of life. She was

R deeply asbamed of herself when
-“i"_".“'_-‘I":\?"'"'L““ ATLAW. ' she finally recognized this disloy-

s b wittion given to | 211F, and eried half the night in |
e e ¥on, Jonn | sheer fear and donbt for her future.

o Wwinstow Homo U1 Nevertheless, by the time that

L -.'.'!r' Lol BAUE D her lawyer bad brought order out |

A L G s, | of the chaos of her husband's smali

- means and had graciously iu-

T O A, A formed Ler that grim starvation
RGN € | stared her in the face, she had |
L e tiea. niag | arfived at the [oint where she:
Sl Narth goind Prompt | oould swallow her last sob, give |

G LLEY o Lier pretty, tired eyes a farewell |
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dash of tears and set her snowy
little teeth in firm determination.

1to.

s ——— But what should she do? She |

- 'didu’t know a typewriter half so |

?f'_i‘&‘” éiu?imately as she did a sewing- |
wer doies & Cooper's . machine, and she was as com-

pletely ignorant of the latter appa-

retus as a girl of twelve. She
'! “}“f'ﬂ““ conid mauage a hbouse, it is true,
(Llourts. Odee in the Court | for badn’t she presided at the
== | head of the late Mr. Morley's |
ntistr Y ' sturmy bousehold for the lust five |
- . | years 2 However, after she had
0B AR DS Ia:asv\'er&*d the advertizsement of &|
FOREST. X, ©. gay youug bachelor who smiled |
w Mawlase. Taesday | altogether too fondly, and called
e het THINES th cee a crusty old widower, and |
TR found that she was supposed to |
. A — ——— play motber to half dozeu irritable,
. “ JL ~ILING, | veglected little sonus, she gave up !
b IH'IEILII?E?I!:T;T '_\__ c. 'all bopes in that direction.
o (Dt stve. . She even coutemplated selling
vinmore Dental College, | Tape in a large store, but after she
PRI detiu _'-‘-"l";_"_i“_“‘f'-‘: had watched a poor, barassed |
{ A SPECIALTY Nitnral y A |
-1 awd new ones inserted in | salesgirl for a few minutes she r
irated. 2uiped down a choking sensation
“ i~y home “for better or | in ber throat and forswore that as
'y will always find e, Logcille opening.  Her best pair 1
Urer? OF 1Y OWD eXPeRse any |
av prove nnsatisfactory, | of gloves were out at the tips; she
Very :.};-.Ij-'ﬁ FING Lad to eschew sugar iu Ler tea last
Dentist, ihight, and, taking it all io all, |
fAFZORLUEH DAVR | poor l_ltlle .Mrs. l.\Iorley, for the |
0 - L tirst tiipe fefn'ce h]'S d‘eabb,. began
1 ¥ %a?ﬁ i‘;‘"?;’as to feel a rising indignation to- |
11 LA 5 \war:ls the man whose unfeeling |
U LOUISBURG,. selfishness had left hLer so thor-
; mr line done on short | onghly helpless.
b o ':]’;?";i'r‘l“hd ;:}?111?32.‘::?{1‘ It was raining sharply, and the
e ol <t e and are better pre- | demure-mouthed young widow
An wser to serve our custo-| had drawn her curtains close,
| extravagantly heaped ber last coal
‘ iVI C. HELL, !r.m Ler toy-like fire, and settled
THI TINNER, lhers»lf for her louely tea, this
o

kind of tin work, re | time, not only lacking in the usnal
gimarituteed.  Place |
vt in Loese recently | 8W eetening accessory but flanked
___ | by only a balf-share of wafers.

*{OUSE,‘ Suddenly there came a most
| peremptory knock on her outside
door. Instantly all signs of Jone-
for the| liness vanished in the face of this
'new calamity of a visitor when

'she was so tunprepared. While
into her mext room and
wade a frauntic toilet before the
tiny mirror she gave a sigh of re-
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stormy eveuing and just at 6
o'clock.
So wit

of

rEull ¥

h a brave front she threw

BUIDGE. ‘ open tbe door, and the look of per-
iTHING. plexity on ber dear little face gave

way before a gasp of alarm, as ber

VI Tl

propared to do

wealthy Jumes Orrr, the man she
had rejected years before for thke
apparently superior charms of the
tbhen dazzling Mr. Morley.

There was pothing to do but to
ask him in, and when he was
seated before her miserably mea-
gre fire it was bard to tell which
face wore the more puzzled look—*
bers, wby he bad come, and his,
how this dainty, lovely woman

“Dam doing all Rinds
alao
sumsnch as putting
tfow ugnna which
5ol if not called for

s traly:
A T. Ngu.

Ir;

N.C.

W. Egerton.

tted up in elegpant
irhiep “\hul‘ on Nash
.H'u 2 an rvipght much

invite all who wnant.
tome to their shop.
“Politeness and good

| bhis wealth to know #"°

[ face across from

|able

managed to subsist in a rented

parlor, where the carpets didu't
reach the north wall by six inches
and where the omne pitiful lamp

, was gruesomely pale.

|

‘* It'sraining, isn't it ?'" began
she desperately, as thongh she
hadu't just belped him to depoxsit
his dripping mackintosh and um-
brella in the hall without.

“Yes, pretty hard,”
mitjed. Then it all

at once

struek bim that a eall under such |

circumstances and at this unasual

Lbe ad-|

I love I thiuk thlt

his memory.

J you will hate me less to know that'

II no louger sham, than to think |

that 1 am s0 blind as to love such

he Llf: 1
in many ways, but it

18

|a failure of a man as -
[unbearable

at least has the charm of being |

| shamming, but I've got to go to
work, you know, and that isn’t
very funny."

A sudden light of hope flew

time of the evening miglt need
explanation,

and Lhe went on:
“You see, I happened to be pass-
ing on my way to the Llllb and— |
and I heard
vou

$r -

i s vawwm Y tula |

bere—and—and '
thonght I'd just stop,a few min-]
ntes to see how you were.”

““Thank ber
reply. It was a source of dee]r!
shame to this womian that she
was at a great loss for something
to =say, asif she had been a school- |
girl. Finally bhis
npon the tiny table; which she in
her baste had forgotten to Lkide in
some way, and he said,
great show of case:

“Oh, Mrs.  Morley,
make me some tea—it's decidedly
chilly out, youn know."

“Who would expect a man of

were

you,”" was only |

eyes lighted |

with a

please,

asked poor
Mrs. Morley to herself, as she set
abont her task with trembling
fingers. “1'm afraid the alcohol
will give out befure the water 1s
even warmed, and the sugar—
and the wafers—ol dear!”
two big tears rose so unexpect-

edly that the fine, bloud-bearded

&[ui

ber became all
at once blurred,

Mr. Orr saw the tears, noted
with gnick terror how pualely the
little blue flame burned, a hasty
at
revealed only three litile wafers,

glauce the plate before him
and be was Kkiud enough to turn
bhis bead away so that she could
slip the cover over the low sugar
bowl to bide its emptiness,

The bacbLelor showed remark-
grace for one of his kind,
for he swilingly declined Ler in-|
vitation to one of the three thiu
wafers with the remurk !

*“1I'm not actually hungry, yon
se:. I dined downtown.” (She|
kuew he was prevaricating.) *‘I '
just wautad to see vou working
with your pretty things.”

Mrs. Morley
him gratefully, aud bad balf a
mind tu confess that these bits of
china were the last relics of her
old home, aud that she Lad been
wondering a balf hour betore he |
came bow much they would go
towards paying the rent, wbich
was Dnow two weeks overdue.
But, some way, she couldn't just
bring bherself to it, aud bLe bero-
ically sipped at bhis weak, savor-
iess tea, and didu't blink an eye-
lash when sbe looked him fairly
in the face and told him that she
had Huished her evening meal
before Le had come iu.

As conversation lagged, Mr.
Orr finally folded his hauds over |
his knee and fixing his eyes on
the fast-dying fire, said :

“Do yon kuow that I do not
like to call you ‘Mrs.’ ?*’

The little widow's pale cheeks
lighted up with an eucouraging
glow as she replied : |

“It is ever so much better than |

|

to be *‘Mies,” you know. It’s !
vastly better to be ‘Mrs.” thau
*Miss' at twenty-six. 1 prefer to}

be a widow to an old maid.’

Mr. Orr's lips set a moment in
fierce effort to keep back hls‘
thoughbts, but at last he answered, |
bluntly: '.

“‘Perhaps so if one doasn't|
mourn the late departed.”

A glow, half of shame, balf of |
anger, tlew to her very eyes, but |
his strong, steady gaze conyunered
ber, and herchin begaun to quiver.

“+] see that you know me,’’ was
the low reply, ‘‘and I am glad of
it. 1 am not sorry that NMr.
Morley is gone. While he lived
I was loyal in deed and thought,
although I knew then that you
—that all my friends—pitied me.
Still, I was true to him in spite
of all, but now that there is no
further use in it T will not be

nodded back at”

| to early rising.

| encing yourself.

i< |

no longer a-farce. Pretense
over. Yes, it is a relief to gnuit|

[into Orr's sympathetic eyes, and |
hie asked eagerly :
“That is an excellent idea—a |

little work will terke vou #mi of|
vonrself. WLkat can you do?"|

“Nothing,”" was the mnervous
reply, as she held out two empty
white hands. *“I'm abzolntely
useless. I've tried and tried,

and everybody wants typewriters

mustn't think of working amony

men, vou know."

‘But there isn't any deman:l
for china-painting, and [ cnn't
find any old lady who wants a
compaunioen.'’

“But yon ewmbroider?” asked
he, Lis tongue faltering a little
over the nnusual words. 1le had
a picture, a far-off memory of a
brown, girlish head beut overa
Lig strip of some gay cluth, while

lu‘[‘ full red llll-: ]-:'uT.'_‘ui ;:‘--It.f}‘
becansa the impossibie blue lower

would

1usist  on coming  oal
Wrong.

“A little. 1 can't sew, yon
know; 1 never tried it excapt 1.
my baby's clothes, and  they
weren't well doue, eveu when |
tried o Lard.”

Hedidu't reply to this, Iuntle
first place he kuew that the

i;ll i Lt‘-':.

arief

greatest joy of ber life
the baby, aud her

|

:-}'nxriw_‘r‘.'.

litrla

wben the one bad died.
IBI.‘:“'l-lt":-'. he didu't like to have
ber talk of Moriey's baby.

“*You can write beautifully,”

Le begau, as uuder a new inspi-

ration.

“But no one wauts long haud
now,"

“Oh, my dear Mrs.—Mrs.

Morley, there is just where you're

mistaken. I'm in great neef of

| some one at the office at this pres.

enttime to do—to dosome special
A typewriter
is 8o cheerless, cold, don't you
Know, and if you'll beso Kind—"

She

correspondence.

realized perfectly well that

all this was a mere excuse, but a

glance at the empty teacups set-
tled her,
“Thank you, if I can do it.
When do you need me?"”
““To-morrow morning,’” came
|the eager answer, as his evesg,

fairly shone at the success of his
little ruse. “‘Bright and early—
no, not that, for you aren't used
Any timeiu the
foreuoon will do excelleutly, and
you jmustu't dream of inconveni-
The work will

be light. I promise you, but as

| —a8 it's s0 lwmportant, it will be

a great favor to me."”

All this time he bad been get-
ting imto hiscoat, asthough fear-
ing that a delay might ruin all
his plans. He was new at de-
| ceit, and the strain was making
him decidedly irresponsible. Be-
gides, be knew that ghe wanted
to indulge in a good cry, and all

|- "DON'T BE A GRUMBLER
1e gasped, as he noticed thuat ber |
step was a little nnsteady. [ What a happy waorld it woulld be i
It was only a few minutes past [ 411 discontent  wer Lirowt .
eleven o'clock, but he conldn't| MEhE Sutiinrnron) \
endure it any longer, so he said, v - . ,..' g
with a great show of studied L VTS BETAS S O BN "
'ti.*r_‘it‘-.-iln‘:-:- v | B PrESORA af t rtal
“Won't yon do me the bonorto vninge. wlisee | ] ril
g0 out to luuch with me, Mrs. noblingz. Ambitioos are
.\[nrl.-y? Yes, 1'1] *_-rl-r it's a zenl Ly Ulie faithful perfurma
little -nxrl_\‘. but I don't Like to be ! th [T e iat liciws r Ao
rushed. aud 'l bave to get back  mav be. The o o ¢
| beore ane. Yon kuow, Todil, \ ,. mav b the b .}
you're goiug out at oue."’ PlOver uses for ¥ 1152 1
Todd, otherwise Mr. Ore's 0ol ot BT W
partner, looked a trifle quizaled. T_' _F . o : . o
for there hadii’t been a word said :‘.l .”11“. e o
' abo it lunch. Moreover the two o ' Pt -
men generally went out togethier, duy Oppor : tw, 1
aud Ore Ya '.‘-:5-*41 lu Capran tnts : i Al spe-nit
away h_\' remarking, as Le thrnsre in riisd ™ I Wits i
bis asm into his Lupcoat @ TN is - L3 ~
“You kunow, Todd, that man which . | '
Smith may be lLere at uny mit LV 2 L ’
tite, and one of us must see Lim.’ R I
Todd nibbhled at s L P ti ll‘ ,.‘_ ” o
bide a w, but fell in mwwedi- o, : o i
and stenograpbers, and [ can't|8fely at the mention of this ficti ) ) B
| see a bit of sense in all the lirt)e 1003 T man Santh 2 | bra i ‘
L v Kept down Lis luughter il Orr Ving 3 :
scratches and dots and things. bad  tenderlv bindiled M. * ki . -
“That's true,”” ™ granted the Morley up ;:, her scanty wraj : :
man, ambiguously, as the vision H-i bad softly closed door Witwe a3,
of the pretty woman opposite | L hind thewm. \ o
bim Dbending hber dainty head | l'rlr l"‘“]"?,""l that _}"' Always =
all dav uvcr. some  dull-clieking .‘.”'t-”t'll at the ladies’ tea g o L ) ThE
all day =0 A= theugh Mrs, Moriey notieed thar i\ . -
mwachinein asmoke-circled down-| he had to ask a mwan which was ud
town office rose Lefure him. “Yon lis tlour. It was a place where 1 .
e kiad come in hier good «1d dayvs o - o
of shopping, and, without £ TIke - Sl
word, led the way to a further ©
corner and set her teoth 1) Keep It =
back the tears. Afterwards she e 3
marveled how even a4 womuan car
give herself up to the baser oceu \. :
pation of mere eating, but he was o
so glad in watelitny hor that he 4
cot o dnct uch & morse All at I't < S
onc= she notieed what he was do- jyow " -
img atud a flash of shiame tlew to i
l.er_ fac An answering, reas- \ .
suring smile met ber slance, aud ‘ ’
all Larriers of pretonice betwe.o ) '
them finally weut down 1y an -
igrobile heap. N | 8 Te 1
Clowas so }.'lTll;_'I'_‘."“ she fal = 3 i
tered, simply. N
T Krew 11" was hislow repl: "
All the reserve, the nwkwardness ) ' ) )
uf the night befora had left bhim, >
and at last he wus master of the * 1
sttuation.  **Yo were hunygry Ty = = \
inst :1i,i1t too, Ruth, but you i} A DO N e
won't bhe er dgain.'’ o
Her --_\.v'-* f-*.l slowly on her .
fulded handx Iving helplessly 11 v L )
the cloth bafore Liare, b st. she sq1d : &
never a word, e went on softly a pretent
“There is no nse in my teiling [ \
son that I love gou., [ toldl voq
SO Oonee, w! i Yol rnow I. v 5 .
never chatiged. Yon wouldu't . -
[istenr then, but the mistake ;s v
past now,”" and be laid bis palm K 2
over her two Lt trog o Ty
'I.;-il.-i:-. whil- st Jifted her r It - r
brimmwed eyes to look «u  on the 0 - ’
Kray sceye befor tivr—a il e
bleak  wall, through the rair : . o
splashed window, ! " 2
“When will you remedy that ! . , i ’
mistahe, Ruth 2 Do not make (s ! 2
siffor auy lonzer for a past Liur I
der.” ; \ X
She was suddenly sctons of .
the fact that Le had slowly drawn
T bher wedding rivg, and a pas< ; » =
of fear broke from bLer hps; 11 o HShhe & ft
hadn't been removed siuce Mr M, 3
Morley had placed it there, une [t 1% -
Howe l'-.mi-tt Juneu 12 lit [ve years & A 3 &
apo. Theun the fall purportof his 0 o o
words came to bher, and & WHS o
frightened that he bad et 1t go A " A AUWAYS E
s0 lar. Wit L s Tt WL
“Don't,” she sobbe. i. r.'.it,,_:'»-: TR U ' -
releasa Ler hands. “This too )
SQ0nN; he has been ds d.i ouLy 8i1x Miswintters-=W I e
months; why did 1 wot stop you list fartidng
long ago ?" Moiesw ra—.X\ oo
“*RBecansee,” langbed Mr. O:r, ago —Syracuse os

the way up to theclub he was fin- |

gering at his crookedly-buttoned
mackiotosh, while his dinuer

weut untasted as be remembered

in the dingy boarding house.

He went to the office at day-
break next morning to trump up
some plans for this mysteriou®

correepondence, which he had
promised Mrs. Morley awaited
ber dainty chirograpby. She

ground his teeth in rage as he
noted how pale she was and how
frequently she lifted her white

bhypocrite enough to pretend that

\bands to her temples.

the sad plate of wafers off there

was early too, however, and he

“The poor darliug's hungry,”

happily, ‘‘because your heart was
prompting you until your sense
of propriety came 1n to spoil 1t
all. Other people have bevn con-
sidered too long in our
it is to be only you

case, and
and [ in the

future. Come, when will you put
askle this long black gown,
and—"

The cons:iousnese that she was
powerless before his pleadings
overcame her, she merely
smiled up in a tearful reply :

“] can't very well dispense
with this g{rwn. you see, and |
bave i't been able tu allfurd any
more than this.”

Or¢'s joy was becoming ridicu-
for be leaned nearer towards
ber chair and answered :

““Then I am syre that yon'll not
keep me waitinyg long. A wo-

2O

le

lous,

man’s pride may keep her alive

on tasteless wafers and insipid
tea, bat even Mrs, Grundy
ber terror before the fact of only

loses

| one decent gown.”

And evidently Mrs.

n!agreed with him, for she ptl’?krjl‘i

up the old-time ring and slowly
dropped it into his open band, as
she said :

“There take it, and keep it, so
I shall never see it again. Aud

| you may bring another one next

'l

week.”

Aud the waiter emiled in sym-
pathy as he bore down npon taem
with the finger bowls.
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