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—

Text of the Lesson, IT Chron. xvil, 1-10,
Memory Verses, 3-6—Golden Text, Prov,

#i, 6—Commentary by the Rev. D, M.
Stearns.

1. **And Jehosaphat, his son rei i
his sbea?d and etrengthened hlm:mlf g:z?n;:
Israel.” 1Israel, or the ten tribes, bad
proved themselves to be the enemnies of
God, and to stand with God means to
stand against His enemies (Jas. iv, 4).
Ho & the contrast in chapter xviil,
1, where we see Jehosaphat joining affin-
ity with Ahab, the king of Israel, and thos
necessitating the rebuke of the Lord in
chapter xix, 2, “Shouldest thou help ths
ungodly and love them that hate the
Lord!"” To be for God at all times and
under all circumstances is a rare thing
and is seen perfectly only in the Lord Je-
sus Christ,

2. ""And he placed forces in all the
fenced cities of Judah.™ Every king was
king for the Lord (II Chron. ix, 8), and
bis strength was to be in the Lord and not
in horses and ghariots (Deut. xvil, 16).
When we put our trust in things visible,
We are apt to cease to see and rely upon
God (Jer. =xvii, 5). This is a constant
temptation and a snare. The Lord isoften
proving us as He did Philip, and we, like
Philip, venture to snggest to Him how i
might be done, but all the while He Him-
self knows what He will do (John +i,
5-7). When we obediently and trustfully,
under God's guidance, make ordinary
provision, all 1s well. The difficulty is
when we cease to see God.

8. ‘“And the Lord was with Jehosaphat.”
This is the secret of all blessing. The Lord
was with Joseph (Gen xxxix, 2, 8, 21, 23).
The Lord was with David (II Sam. v,
10). His comfort to Moses, Joshua, Gid-
eon and Jeremiah was the assurence that
He was with thews (Ex. iii, 12; Josh. i,
5; Judg. vi, 16; Jer. §, 8). So when the
Lord Josus sent His followers into all tho
world the greatest encouragement Ho
ocould give them was His assurange: *“ All
power is given unto Me in heaven and on
earth. Go ye, therefore, and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the age"
(Math. xxvili, 18-20).

4. ““He sought to the Lord God of his
father and walked in His command-
ments.” It is written of Zacharias and
Elizabeth that they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the command-
mente and ordinances of the Lord blame-
less (Luke i, 8). God had said to Israel
that it they would obey His voice and keep
His covenant, they would be a peouliar
treasure unto Him above all people (Ex.
xix, 6), and in Titus i1, 14 (R. V.), it i,
written that Ile gave Himself for us to
redeemn us from all iniquity and purify
unto Himself a pecple for His own posses-
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Lord; those who seek to walk in the way
of the Lord shall not lack enopuragsment
to continne therein. There will be many
a bandful dropped for us on purpase tc
lead ue in His way (Ruth ii, 16). They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings
as eagles (Isa. xl, 81). The way of the
Lord was so attractive and enjoyable tha
the way of the world and the devil becamo
distasteful and the high places and groves
were taken away. We cannot walk with
God unless we humble ourselves go to do
and make up our minds to be agreed with
Him (Mie. vi, 8; Amos iii, 3).
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government has given §50,000,000 for de-
fense, for the purchase or manufacture of
warships or war material, but was it ever
heard that any government cver gave cven
$1,000,000 to make known the living God?

8. "“And with them Levites and priests.”
The priest's lips should keep knowledge,
and they should seek the law at his mouth,
for he is the msssenger of the Lord of
hosts (Mal. ii, 7). Their e¢alling is sim-
ply set forth in II Chron. xxix, 11, in
these words, ‘' My sons, be not now negli-
gent, for the Lord bath chosen you to
stand before Him to serve Him and thas
ye should minister unto Him and burnp in-
cense.”” Prlests, prophets and kings were
to recognize God alone as their Master and
live only unto Him.

®. ‘“And they taught in Judah and had
the book of the law of the Lord with them
and went about throughout all the cities
of Judah and taught the people.’" Thero
iz nothing on earth eo heavenly as tho
Word of God. 1t isall ‘“true from the be-
ginning’' and *‘forever settled in heaven'’
(Ps. exix, 89, 160). We are to recelve it
meekly, hold it fast, rightly divide it and
hold it forth, for it is an engrafted word,
a faithful word, a word of truth and a
word of life (Jas. §, 21; Titus 1, 9; ITI Tim.
ii, 16; Phbil, i, 16). If all ministers and
teachers taught only the Word of God and
honored it as the Word of God, how much
wuore would be accomplished for God! But
when thess who profess to be its friends
dishonor and even set aside many portions
of it what shall we say? Just this, ' For-
ever, O Lord, thy word is seftled In
heaven."

10. “*And the fear of the Lord fell upon
sll the kingdoms of the lands that were
round about Judah.’' There was no war.
Other nations brought presents and trib-
ote, and Jehosaphat waxed great exceed-
ingly (verses 11, 12). The remaining verses
of the chapter tell that his army was
1,160,000, but the very next chapter tells
of his dowufall, Uzziah was marvelously
helped till ko was strong, but his strength
was his weakness and the cause of his fall
(II Chron. xxvi, 15, 16). Ouronly strength
is in the Lord. Be strong In the Lord and
in the power of His might.
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THE COUNTY, TH

THE LOST ORDERLY. |

It was not yet noon, but the running
fight whioh had disturbed the solitude I
of the Buttes since early morning was |
over. The troop had scattered after i
them with a great deal of threatening
and intentionally wild firing, but it
Was no part of Captain Pillogg’s orders
to unduly slay or even harass. His de-
sire was merely to impress ‘‘the fear of
God and Washington’' upon the deluded
tribe and drive them back. like sheep to
their fold. Besides, after the momning's
amusement, the hot sun made rest wel-
some.

‘‘Sound the recall,”’ gaid Pillogg to
his senior trumpeter, and at onoe threw |
himself from bhis horss, lay at funll
length on the grass and produced his |
flask and cigar case. '

The bugle sang brightly ovar the
plain? and as its clear command filled
the distant hollows and rang from
blaf* to bluff the distant shounting and
firing gradually ceased. While the cap-
tain puffed his cigar at ease, and the
trumpeter stood holding the horses be.
side him, the roar of the first sergeant |
forming the troop came to their ears,
and in a few minutes, with much sort-
ing of excited horses and clatter of
steel, the men came galloping back in
column of fours, formed company front
swiftly and halted.

*‘Call the roll," said Captain Pillogg,
remounting, and the first sergeant.
drawing a paper from his blue shirt
pocket, faced the men and rattled off |
the names, while the officer eved each
man critically as he answered. **Here, ™
There were some casualties. One man
wag badly hurt by a shot in the side:
others were seratched, but one alone
was missing., The captain, who had lad
the fight in the beginning of the affair, |
thought consolingly of the number of
Indians bowled over, who had mostly
been carried off by their comrades. The
first gsergeant swung his horse about and |
saluted.

*‘One man missing, sir,"" he reported
‘‘the second trumpeter, Thomas Cox."’

‘“Anybody know anything abont him?
Anybody see him drop?'’

A trooper replied that Tommy was
riding hard mouthed Rip and in the
pursuit appeared to have all he counld
do to hold the horse in. The trooper
opined that Rip, being half crazy at the |
best of times, had gone mad with ex-
citement and borne Tommy Cox *‘into
the next county.'' The captain had just
ordered the sergeant to detail a corporal
and men to look up the missing when |

from the direction of the Indians' flight |
there came a mad batter of hoofs and a
shout. Up charged the missing bugler,
a smooth faced lad, with saber rattling
wildly against his side, bis bugle pound-
ing his back and his bridle hand, though
touching the rein, evidently powerless
to control his foaming, wild eyad horse,
who dashed pellmell into the troop and
came to o standstill only when 1t had
jammed itself between two bruised and
cursing troopers. Tommy's right arm
desperately embraced a wriggling bun-
dle of dirty shirt and red brown skin,
and from this bundle came a bideons
succession of howls and snarling lamen-
tat}ons. The troopers leaned forward |
on'their horses' mecks to look, and at
once there ran from right to left a ram-
ble of sardonic laughter.

'*What is that, sir?'’ the captain ask-
ed and peered disgusted]y at the bundle.

‘‘Please, gir,'' said Tommy, a year in |
the service and glorying in his first ex-
pedition, *‘'a prisoner, sir."

*“Oh, b—1!"" cried Pillogg, and the
troopers roared. ‘'Let the papoose go.
Are you a dry nurse, sir?"’

*‘No, sir,"” said Tommy, very red and
anxions. ‘‘But he's such a little devil,
an he's huort, an I—=—['m afraid I've
killed his father, so I—I thooght I'd
bring him along. Oh, ah, oh!"’

The wriggling Indian child had
writhed about until it got Tommy's
hand between its teeth and was now
biting like a rat. When the next man |
in ranks overcame his laughter saffi- |
ciently to release the bugler, the cap- |
tain was smiling. |

**You killed the father, eh? Hbow did
it happen you did not keep np with the
troop?"'

Tommy, eager to excuse himself, and
hot at the langhter of the grizzled treop, |
bastily explained.

“‘Rip got a bit the best of me,”" he
jerked out, ‘‘an ran wild. We lost
sight of the other fellows, gir, an over |
there the horse bolted up a cooly.
There was an Injun withount a pony, an
this kid on his back, running ahead, an
be turned an fired on me. So I fired
back with my revolver, an (Tommy
grinned with modest pride) I dropped
the son—dropped him, sir, deader than
stuffing. This here kid howled; I guess
the bullet grazed him. An—an I got
Rip in bhand an dismounnted an took |
the kid; he fought like a wildcat, an
the bites—jing, can't he bite!"

“If you'd taken the rifle it wounld
bave been more sensible,’”’ Pillogg
drawled. ‘‘“What do you want to do
with him?"’

““He can't walk, sir,"” Tommy pro-
tested, '‘an I was kinder sorry for him.
He's so durned cute when he wrastles
an bites an—an he’d die if I lef’ him
there all night.”’

The captain turned away.

“*When these beggars have come to
their senses again,'’ he said, ‘‘they’ll
send for him. You can bring him along
if yon'll gnarantee to nurse him. 'Ten-
tion! Right forward, fours right, |
march !’ '

In this manner the Weasel was
brought to For S and introduced to
the mysteries of civilization. His fa-
thar and mother dead, none of his tribe
claimed him, and Tommy  Cox, the
bugler, became, despite of the men's
frequent jests, a father, totor and friend
to kim. Tommy was yet young enough
to retain great freshness of sonl and
simplicity of heart. The fact that he
had shot the little savage's father and
made an orphan of the Weasel weighed
npon his conscience, and he was very

| speak English, you minst tel] me

| came a feature of Fore S

eealous in his care of the Indian Never- |
theless, a 7-year-old redskin is a trog- |
blesome anomaly in the garrison. where
the women of laundress' row looked on
him as they might upon the direct
spawn of the devil, hailing their owy
offspring from him when the Weasel
would bave shared their games. Had
they bad their way the boy would have
been sent back to the reservation.

A powerful influence was exerted,
however, in the Wemsel's behalf, an in-
fluence than which none greater was
felt in Fort 8. Miss Toanie Adair, lit-
tle 6-year-old daughter of the colonel,
who had been christened Judith (a
name to which she never answersd). to
the horrar of all the laundresses tock a
fancy to the Weasel, and at aoce ad pt
ed him as her own
What Toonie said, when she it
from the coloncl's knee with her sem
round his neck, invariably was necept
td as a post order, and the Wiasel's po
sition was assured

“You're a dreadful wicked little sy
age,’" said Toonie, seated on the (ol
nel's porch, with the Waeasel squatting
in front of ber, bis big, black eyes sal-
emnly staring inta the
big blue ones.

spocial protege.
3

=lie

depthe of her

YAm't vou sarry God
borhed yon a savage? IM yeu like tlae
eyes? My eyes are Vloe, and thev e

| very pretty. When you know how o

I have

pretty blue eyes. Es
ervbody I like. Y vie black
Black eyesissavage. Did voo evor
anybody? If yon were t
father would kill vyra—he wonlid
a pistol and sword, lecaus
bair is the prettiestin the w
black hair. It's not pretry, ot
Ain't vou glad I'm t.king can
little by ?
yom was borned an Io
good 111 make
then p'raps (oo
blae and pretey Like
“Papa'"’ crivd 1 the
siasm of her liking for the i
“*Now I'mu a real, real ¢
youo. I'my RO t nay

“ R — ¥

Ui savs 1Ly

Becnuse it's not v ur fault
Jun v of v
¥oa o o =LiI\
will ke oy

TN TIL

all

And, please, papa. 1uuy be have
form:"

The laundresses anud all
posed toward the hitele
no word to say., Toonie's orderly ts

Wl
little girl went thens went b
to accompanying her—at the rgulatin
distance behind, for Tooniy was qnh
ing if not disciplinarian, a:
in his place—on b td Iash
pony back, into the surrcuonding counrry
and aboat the post. F

AL |

r hitm—whoen the

big black eyes softeaned, it was nt T

| mie's voice; when he Lent to study his
lesson it was at Toonie's behiost | whi
he returned, as he did several times
after runniug away in scarch o

freedom, it was to st
mouarnfully before Towinge
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buke. For Tommy Cox he had s
varied by sudden outbuarsts.
dise wedience; to Toonie b

was always unbrokenly simple and dog-
like in its faithfulness. Sometimes i
officers joked the littla maid on ber
derly, but never after the year in which
she was 0 and the Weasel about
Bhe had dashed away an one
willfal trips of exploration,
a gallop by the Weasel, It
summer tims, and by the river far
the post grew big red plums in

lent profusion, eool and juiey. T =
on these at leisore the girl dismounted,
{ aud the Weusel tied the pontes to a

tree. He was not vet Snished with thy
office, Toome plunging at
bushes, when the boy was startled by a
terrible cry. He quickly
ponies fast and darted to the child®
She sat uwpon Kr
fright, white and solbir
**The snake! The snake
A great Lig rattlesuako—it
She clutched her ankle and moamd
The little Indan dvd pot
1id not lose his head. At s
his life with his own e ls
have witnesse:

b e | iy
t i Ul in

e
e

1 supie sachy seene

now he aoted with dectsion and |

edge in a case whers oow i

have bien helpless. e ¢

shoe and hule steking awar, aund

there, already, wus tlu swell
He own

il Teiness

of the serpont's Lt ! nkuife
the gift of a brotherly trowoper, and this
he whipped ount. No doubt his hlack
eyes gleamed strangely with excite
ment, for Toome was overcomoe with

pew terror at sight of them and of the

sharp and shiuing bluda,
In epite of hor screams the grimly

silent Weass] scizad the leg aud delits
ately and firmily cut tha
round the wonund autil a portion was
hacked oot. To the ent he apg
lips and sucked vigorously
shrieks and howls fillod the air,
boy uttersd never a word, o

111t
LHITE)

'I; orie's

tut the

yping
now and then to peer into his msiress
blue and frightened vyes ixionsly
These did wpot dim, ber rieor did not
lessen, and the Woease]l sucked awas
with condfience. At lust he took her
handkerchief and bound np the woonnd

dragged her to ber poony nad booljeed ber
mount. She was a wonderfully strung
and healthful young persom and did not
whimper nor faint, ouly howlad in a
sturdy and wholesomg wuy. The Wya
sel rode by her side at a teaning gallop
back to the post and straight to the Lk
pital. The doctor applisd his remedies,
but they were not peeded, for the rude |
promptitude of the Indian’s action had |
drawn the poison. Toonte bore an ugly
scar afterward and ULetravidd an awed
respect for and a littla fear of her order
ly for a long time, but the doctor was
enthusiastio, and the colonel lot it be

e
|

understood that the Weoagel was benes- | ¥

forth his own particular charge

In the fassage of time it became nec
essary for the girl to desert the wild
but healshful life of the western plains
and go east to bg educated. The eolon !
decided to send Weasel away st the |
same time to one of thess great institu |
tions which are maintained for the ben
efit of the nation's wards, Thus it cam.
that the two parted, the mistress and |
the aorderly. Toonie gave Lim her pho- |
sograph with tcars |

‘‘You're never, never to [urgot rue,’
ghe said. ''Promise. "
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}y-xm.;:w the Weasel, with smd- {IIOIEST PUWLIS“ COMING IU-IE

“And when I come back you'll be my
orderly just the sume; promise ' |

‘"Just the mme, "’ mid the Weassl |

But when she came back she was no
longer Toonie, the child. She was Mimm
Adalr, no further opposed to being
called Judith—indeed preferricg it to |
the loving pet pame of her babyhond, |
which, she mid, was silly. The Indian |
was back on the plains, very tall and
Straight, in neat garmenta of civilisa-
tinm. He had pPasswd through the schnal
with mnch bonor and was now o act

84 & missionary among his own poople
The

colanel was amussdly proad of
him, as of » fite dog of his cwn breed
ing. He sont for bhim oo the night of
Judith Adair's arrival
“Hern's your old orderly y Gear
sated by
She wked 1 from the chair wh

1p
sbe War rvading sotoe lettorn—Lwked st
bim with

™

n srgile of cartomity

WL T

Dever, pam’’ she mall
" HMooks quite civilized | am Riad &
b ¥you get ou po welll' abe added
with a uxd to the Weasel, and resumed

ber reading
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