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“No use burning all these lights
down bere. 1’ll just have to fill them

work for nothing,” and the old sexton
turned down the one lamp burning in
the chandeller in the room and went
ont, leaying the door ajar. The Hght
outer door was opened, and then, with
one bright flash, it died out.

Up stairs there was much laughing
and talking as the busy hands put the
finishing touches to the church decora-
tions for the morrow.

“There. I'think that Is as well as we
can do,”” and Nellie Colller ste
back to survey the work. *“We need &
small piece of rope to reach across that
seat yet, doctor,” sbe sald, turning to
Dr. Grabam, swho was standing beside
bher. “Two of those letters in that cen-
ter ‘motto are crooked. You stralghten
them, please, while 1 get the rope. 1
know where there is a piece that will
Just do,” and sbe hurrled down the
stalrs and ran agalnst Mr. Pitcairn as
he was entering his study, i
“Whew! Dark as can be,” she sald
half aloud as she entered the small an-
teroom and felt ber way over the-closet
under the stairs.

Mr. Piteairn went Into his study, his
thoughts In-a tumult. For months Nel-
lie Collier's laughing face had been
haunting him, and be often found that
bis eyes rested on her when he was
preaching.

. He waited a few minutes and then
met the little white robed figure as she
wis about leaving the room. >
“Nellie, ‘T want to tell you some-
thing,”” he sald, taking hold of the
hands which were full of rope.

“I have been wanting to tell you for
& long time that I love you. .I don’t
think that you cam be surprised, for
you must have seen that 1 love you
dearly, and I hope that it has not been
distasteful to you, has [t?”

There was no answer, but there was
no attempt to withdraw the hands that
he held. _

. “I am not an adept at lovemaking,
 darling, Wil you be my wife, Nellle?”
“#] pever thought that you cared for
me,” she murmured. “You pever no-
ticed me much, and I thought you
earéd Tor others,” eame in a low voice.
=Y must have hid my feelings more
[ than I thought, but It was because 1
loved you so that you thought that I
neglected you. A minister is watched
t 80 much and has to be so very careful
But can you love me, darifng, enough
to be my wife?”

He could scarcely hear the answer,

arms. No matter what happened for
a few minutes. It was the first time
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1 he—dignified minister that he was—

for he 1s"—she hesitated and
“a very particular friend of mio
gaged.” =
claimed, his face all aglow.

He lit & mateh and went over to the
teroom. There lay a plece of rope on
the fioor and beslde it a daintily per-
fumed bandkerchief. He picked them
up and went back to his study. He re-
membered now that he noticéd the
scent of violets as he held her In his
arms. It cost him a struggle to give up
Nellie Colller. He sat and thought un-
til leng after midnight. He studied
over all Nellies of his congregation.
There was Miss Reynolds, but she was
too stout, he thought, with a great sigh
of relief; Miss Mattern was too tall. It
was some one whose head just reached
his shoulder. He had called her Nellle,
he was certain of that, with some love
epithets thrown in. She was small and
dainty and, whoever she was, evident-
ly loved hint. .

If he found she was some one who
would Tot suit him, well, he would
have to get ont of it In sofme way.
But, whoever she was, her presence
seemed to hdunt him as he-sat there.
He could feel her arms around his
pneck and the pressure of her head
against his shoulder, and he felt an
intense longing to again hold the Httle
white robed figure in his arms and feel
~her warm breath on his cheek. And

picked up the handkerchlef and kissed
it passionately. v 2

He scarcely knew how he got
through the next day. He was thank-
ful that the services were such that
he did_not have to give a regular ser-
mon. ~ He studiously avolded looking
at the choir, where Nellle Collier was
sitting, untll pear the close of the
evening services, when, while Elinor
Vandever was singing 8 solo, he turned
that way, and for a moment thelr eyes
met, her voice faltered for an instant
and then rang out clear and sweet. He
pearly let the hymnbook he was hold-

a sudden feeling of relief came over
him. = =
Biinor Vandever! He had never
thought of her, and yet he knew that
her pet name at home was Nellle. She
had always been so¢ reserved that he
bad never dreamed that she would
care for him, but there was no mis
taking that look.
“What a dear [ittle thing sie Is. 1
don’t think that 1 will want to give her

1 have been very fortunate,”
be sald to himself as be met her at the
foot - of the stairs and drew her little
band on his arm.- “Last evening you
didn He paused a moment.

ing fall to the foor in his surprise, and
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Sergennt “Teddy"” Wilkins was lylng
on his breast behind a heap of earth
listening to the zip of Mauser bullets
over his head. The Spanish picket line
was shelfered by a group of trees not
far away, and occasionally a guerrilla
sharpsbiooter sent o message of defl-
ance from the high branches.

The sergeaut belouged to a New
York regiment which had burried to
the front almost before congress had
officially declared that. the Unlted
Btates was at war with the proud old
land which bad taken the trouble tn
discover ber.

“It seems to me,” remarked the ser-
geant .as he casually Inspected the
number of cartridges in his belt, “that
this business I8 growing very tiresome.
What we need Is a little diversion, a
littie of the romance of war."

“Well,” replied young De Jones, who
formerly marshaled figures on a trial
balance sheet, “you'll get more ro-
mance than you want If you don't lle a
little closer down there,”

Three or foor of the guerrillas had
dropped from the trecs, and the Span-
ish stragglers had been driven back to-
ward Santiago by a rattiing fire from
the Springfield rifles of the volunteers.
The weather was eantirely too hot to
follow up an advantage gained over a
few rice fed canscripts, and Company
K was resting a bit and wondering If |
the commissary department would call
upon them that day.

“Teddy” WIilkins was smoking the
artistically colored meerschaum whieh
bhe had breught from home. There had’
been no tobacco in the rich brown bowl
for days, and the sergeant was content-
edly pufiing at seme of the dried grass
of the country.

“Helo!" exclalmed De Jones. “Here
they come to our pink tea! 1 wonder
how they found out we were recelving
this afternoon. Get out the Boston
wafters, Sarg, and I'll bunt up the sou-
venir spoons.”

“They” proved to be a slender young
woman, who walked with a springy
step, and an elderly woman, who was
anything but syiph like, who seemed
to roll along the brown-earth. There
wgs a look of terror ln the eyes of both
of them. They advanced toward the
American soldiers and held thelr bands
above their heads.

“Mercy, mercy, senor!” cried the girl,
In broken English.

“Tell them to sit down on the sofa
and make themselves at bhome," sug-
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der the protection of a branch of the
Réd Cross. The sergeant remalped
near them as long as be could and then
veluctaptly started back fo the front
“Perhaps we shall meet again™ sald
the girl just before e wentaway,
“You give me great hope,™ replied
Teddy Wilkina. *“I1f | gan ever be of
service lo youU, no wmatier where you
may be, you must let me know.”

The gir! smiled and said .
would never forget pim. hﬁi‘
sergean®touched hits cap, and, with

last lingering glance, he went his way.
He was so predccupled on the way
back that the soldiers with him ex-
changed sly winks and sssumed ex-
pressions Intended to be exceedingly
love lorn.

Bergennt Theodore Wilkins found lit-
tle time that night to think of the falr
senorita. The Spaniards advanced,
and it took all the vigor of the exhaust-
ed wolunteers to hold them In check
Yet even when the Mausers filled the
alr with weird songs there came to
“Teddy” Wilkins the viffon of a4 face
framed In dark halrand the sound of a
volce which was muslealaad low.. -
Days of hard fighting followed, and
when H ‘was all over SBergeant Theo
dore Wilkins went In search of her
who had called him a Sir Galabhad. He
found her, too, within the protection of
the American lines, sheltered by the
Red Cross and happy, becanse she had
been reunited 4vith her own—bher hus
bEnd and ber four children. —New York
Herald.

Cats and Monkeys,
All animals, eveg the wildeat, can be
subjected ln some way to the dominion
of man and be dowesticated go
extent. Here, for hetance, twa
very curlous facts about cats. Many
persons, including some of our greatest
naturalists, belleve that our English
domestic cat is descended from the
Egyptian domestic cat, yet all records
g0.to prove that the cats of Egypt lv-
ed In droves, were cared for In|droves,
were fed In droves and worslfiped ln

drovea, with the result that ptian
cats pever got domesticatpd qr%o‘
balfins tas ours, =
The Hie trdth 1s shggested from In-
dia, whbere monkeys are worshiped.
These are allowed to become nul
sances. They are fed, and they have
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The Appatite of & Goat

Is envied by all poor dyspeptios whose
All

Life Pills and

the wonder{ul
{ Kives IW
digestion snd w» reguiar
bheaith and
L energy. Only 2 centast W. G
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A word or two may make a fel.

A Life and Death Fight.

Mr. W. A. Hises, of Manchester. [a..
writing of bis almost mernclous escape
rom th, says: “Exposure aflter mes-

I Bad Ireguent
coughed alght and

New Discovery for Conssmption, whish
tompletely cured me. I would aot be
without it even if 1t cost 3590 a bottle
Hundreds have gsed it on’ my recom.
mesdation and all say it vever falls to
ecare throst, chest & lang trogbles ™
80 essts and $1.00. Trial

As s rule, people who don't need
rest never let anybody else rest.
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a0 artistic interest in his diooer. 12 O pe- dar, " e
“Ooe Misets Coagh Care b the Best Toorelel ‘34 miles &' 8
{:‘;‘,lmr t-ih:um-“-ﬂd- cenls por mile, 7
Ohfidres A1l Tihalt, “wrive B % W | TTVices as commities 3
s, Gentryviile, Iad.  Sever fafls. It dayest§2 GOgerday 400
is the omly barmless remuedy thal glees ¥ ———
immediate resuita. Carvs congba, solds Total
Boatweness, croupe, poromonis, brow. LR
chitis and all throat asd luse tposdla, —_—
};n:t;mvmﬂmﬂiu. w. J. A. BAWKINS.
e __ - Artesd mesrli
A srong. minded woman noever v ”.:., ;“ day e 3 00
Bas us extra pin about ber persos | poried 90 fmiles ot &
The sacowms that has sttended the ome cents per mile, 100
S e e
“t —— —
Glonaces whish whieh sevmed byt the Total, T

reach of medicine, bas been traly remark.
able Houndreds supposed Lo be erippled
for life, with armacr legs draws uwp,
ercoked or diMorted, thelr moseles ooe.
Waeted by Bleeass, bare Dern cored
throtgh the ase of th's remedy. Price
33 o=nte, 30 ornts nad $1.00 & bottle.

F.R.PLEASANTS,

Druggist and
Pharmacist

LOUISBURG, N. C.

I continue to keep my sfock ful)
sod complets with the Purest
Drags, icines, Essential Oile
sud Druggists Surdries aud sell at

A.J. P, Herris, Chalrmas.

L&MM 19 mestiogs st

2 00 por day, " 0
Traveled 354 wniles ot 8
tents por wile, 1T
Services ss commities 1)
daysat §2 MWperday 29 0
Total, TN
%T. WILDER.
Allouded ¥ mestiogs at
Y .’ o0 per d'.,.’ “ m
Traveled 208 miles ot 3
conts per mile, 13
Services as commilioe 29
dage st Wperday H O
Total, s o

4. R. WEATHERSBY.
Attended 18 wmeetings at

2 00 per day, s o0
Traveled 5760 miles at 3
cente per mile, " o

Services a8 commilias 8 .
days st §2 W perday 10 00




