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ALL WHITE MEN CAN VOTE.

A Conversation Between a Business
Man and a Farmer—No Prop
erty Qualification.

Farmer; «I thought I would drop

in and bave a talk with you about the
amendment. 1 know you always keep

posted upon public questions, and the

| people in my neighborhood are be.

coming very much interested in the
amendment. I bhaven’t been able to
get a copy of the am- ndmeht, and
about sll we know about it in .our
neighborhood is what we have read in
the papers and heard from others.”’
Business man: «I am very glad you
called. Itistrue I generally study
public questions, especially those which
[ consider important to the public-wel-
fare. 1 am like you, very much inter-
ested in the amendment, and [ have
studied it clasely. I have a few copies
of it, also some literature concerning
it, which I will gladly divide with you.
I see from the papers that Mr. Sim-
mons, the chairman of our party, is
beginning to send out somé campaign
literature, and I suggest that you and
your neighbors who wish Tnformation
upon the amendment write to him."” .
Farmer: «I thank you for the copy
of the amendment. I will study #
carefully, but there are some qucs

before 1867 his white skin will. prove
his right to register under that section,
unless he is a foreigner.””

Farmer: «Will all the educaled
whites register under section 4 and =ll
the uneducated whites register under
section 5, if the amendment is
adopted ?'"

Business man: ¢No, not necessarily.
Indeed, it is expected that as many
educated whites will “register undér
the sth section as under the 4th sec-
tion. Io Louisiana where they have
an amendment almost identical with
ours, I am told most of the educated
whites registered pnder the s5th sec.
tion. Whenever a white man registers
under the 5th section his pawe is
placed upon the permanent registra-
tion roll, and he is forevevr thereafter
permitted to register from that roll.
Let me read you the provisions of the
ameadment with reference to registra-
tion." : d

Farmer: «Isee. 1t is very simple,
and it is perfectly plain w0 me now
that the efiect of the amendment will
be to disfranchise the ignorant negro
vote without disfranchising the uned-
cated white men of the State.”

Business man: “You have hit the
nail onithe head. That will be the
exact effect of the, amendment, It is
a carefully prepared constitytional plan

Farmer:
all say about

3 | lockslike they were talkiog uader or-
|ders. Sioce I come to think of it, I
__ e R
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- Constitutional Amendment.

arrest anybody or serve apy papers.
Wonder if he wasn't sent out to talk
down the amendment? Well, yes, he.
did say something else besides what I
have told you, and I have beard otber
Republicans say the same: thing. He
s2id that what he called the Grand-
father section of the amendment
wasn’t any account any how, and that
the State Republican Supreme Court
would koock it out of the amendment,
and even if the Supreme Court of the
United States put it back and sustained
the whole thing, the uneducated whiles
could oply ‘vote under the amend-
went udtil 1908, and if they do wot
learn taread and write by that time
they would have to stop voting."

Buosiness Man: «Stop right there a
minute, if you please, for it will. only
take a minute to dispose of that littie
Republican yarn. [ have heard of this
bold and bald-faced misrepresentation
before. Now let me read jyou the sec-
tion oi the amendment on this sabject
again. That is all that is necessary to
clinch it. You see from the reading
that every voter who shall register un-
der thissection any time before De-
cember, 1908, shall lor ever thereaiter
be entitled to vole at all elections, un-
less he becomes thereafier dsiqualified
by crime."

Farmer: - «“Why, that’s as plain as

the nose on your face, Some of us
told him we had heard that what he
was saying spplied only toboys who
became of age after 1go8. Asnd we
were right, too, wern't we?"'

tthe same thing, and it}

| they see fit.

not only does not deny anybody
right to vote but it scems to me rather

to confer upon certain persons the
right to vote."”

: the negro the right to vole 2o
e of slavery.”

2 Mam «Exctly; but how

_ . Now there is nothing in the
stitation of the United States which

takes awiy from the State the right to

'say who shall and whe shail not vote;

neitber is there any provision in that

‘constitution which says a Stare shall

allow 41l white men or all negroes to
vote, The Sepreme Court of the
United States has decided—over and

Qver agaio, that the States have a right

1o regulate the question of suffrage as
The only thing in the
United States - Constitution which in

0y way restricti the right of the State
 to' tegulate the sabject of suffrage is the

15th Amendmest. That does not al-
low a State to deny the right of a neg-

.| ro to vole on account of race or color
or previous condition of servitude

Now, let us again examine the 5th sec-
tion: Read it over carefully, please,
for yoursell. Now tell me is there one

single provision in that section which

denies \othe negro or any body else
the right 10 vote? Oan the contrary, is
it not clearthat it is not a denying
clause but an enabling clause, that is,
it denies nobody the right 1o vote who

otherwise is entitled to vote, but simp-:

ly enables some 10 vote who otherwise

might not be entitled to vote.””
Farmer: ¢Thatseems tobeso. It

the

Business Man: +That is it exactly.
But let us, in this connection, examine

Farmer: I oeveytook amy stock
in the suggestion that the Grandfather
clanse would be struck out of the
amendment and the educational clanse
would be kept in, becansedt was al-
ways plaifl to me that whoever wvoled
for one “of these seciiods woald bhave
to vote for the other, aod that if it
was oot for the 5th section the people
would not vote for the amendment at
all, and that the court would see that

the people voled for the amendment | than you are in the tows, You can

with the sth section in @, s0d i @t
should strike that out it would be fore-
ing upon the people an amendment to
their coastitution, which they did ot
vote for and newer would bave wvoled
for. But the Republicans are trying
to frighten the people by telling them
that the present Rl.'pl.blm m
Court of this State will bhave the de-
ciding 6 this matiet, and they will de-
cide it with the Republicans. I always
thought that when a question about
the Constitution of the United States
was 10 be settled, that the Sopreme
Court of the Unitedr States was the
only court that could settle it; is that
not so?"’

Business Man: «Why, certainly,
you are entirely right about that, The
decision of the Sepreme Court of
North Carolina on this question would
not be binding. The Sapreme Court
of the United States alone can  fisally
settiea question of this sort, and Sen-
ator Morgan says it has already settled
it in the Mussisippi case in favor of
our amendment.”’

Farmer: «You said the Louisiana

and 1 feel certain wheu they
thoroaghly understasd it they will
g0 to the polls almost to & man and
vols for it. The white pecple in
the country are tired of tbe negre
in politics; they doun't istend ever
agaio L0 be bomed by bim; they
pever wasl agaln to bave 0 go
through the terrors which dark-
ened their bomee daring tbe past
two years of nagro mie ia North
Carolina. It seome to me If any-
thing we people in the conntry are
wmore interested in this questics

rely upon the country to vols white
this year.”

Basiness Man: “My friend, 1|
am mighty giad to bear you talk
that way. Tbe white people living
oul in the country are indeed
deeply interested in this question.
The ratification of the amendment
means more o them, as -you say,
than it does to the peeple living in
the towns, butl il mednes great good
to all of va, whéther we live o
the conntry or 1o the tewn. Per-
sovally, | am going to vota for il
becanse I believe it is & just meas.
are; becanse 1 believe it will be
better for the negro, as well as Lbe
white man; becansa I think the
white man is entitledY by right
and by superiority of intellect and |
natural capacity to control the af. |
fairs of the Biate; becaase 1 do sot |
want 1o see any soch conditions |

when the negro is eliminated from |
politics he will become » better |
citizen, more docile snd more in-|
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section 4. ‘That is the only section of
the amendment that bridges 1he ne-
groes' right 1o vote, as you will see by
reading it. That section"does not al-
low any pegro to vole unless he can
read and write. That is a clear
abridgement of the general right to
wote; a clear denial of the right to
vote to all négroes who can not read
and write; Bat the denidl is because
of the lack of education on.the part of
the negro; because he tannot read and
write, not on account of his race, color
or previous condition. So that we see

Constitutional amendment was the
same as ours. Has the Supreme Court
of the United States ever passed upon
the constitutionality of that amend-
men!?"’

Business Man: «No, neither the Su-
preme court of the United States nor
any other court. When the Lonisiana
amendment was before the people for
ratification the Republicans in that
talked just like they are talking bere.
They said it was uncoostitutional, and
the court would so declare it; that
the sth section would be stricken out,

for getting rid of the ignorant and  ir-
responsible negro vote without depriv- right, as the mere reading of the

ing any white man of his vote.” amendment shows, The amendment
Farmer- «Why, that's just what we | ,rotects the, sufirage of every white
white people want, isn’t it ?"” map who registers in any election be-
Business man: “«That is certainly| gore December, 1908, If he don't reg-
what all white men who respect their

* | ister it is his own fauit.- Jt gives the
race and families, and love and howor | poy who will become of age after then
their State, ought to want. It will be| nine )ﬁm in which4o learn 40 .read:
a good thing for the negro also be-

and to enable these twelve year old
cause he has always used the ballot

; - boys to iearn to read the Democratic
recklessly and against the best interest party pledges itsell to give them from
of the State. I have considered this

5| now on better"school advantages than
question thoroughly, and I am satisfied

-

tions I wounld like to ask you about it.
In the first place, I want to know if it
is true that it will disfranchise the ne-
gro "’

Business man: «One of the chief
objects of the amendment is to elimi-
nate the ignorant and irresponsible ne-
gro vote of the State. It will not dis-
franchise the entire negro vote, bat it
will disfranchise every negro who can.
nnt read and write any section of the
constitution in the English language.
1f you will read section 4 of the amend-
ment you will see this is true. There

- Business Man: ~ *You certainly were W. 5. Philpot, Albaay, Ga., spw,
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are in North Carolina certainly be-
tween 80,000 and go,000 negroes who
will be disfranchised.”

-Farmer: #You say those negroes
who cannot read and write will be dis-
franchised under- section 4 of the’
amendnent, Will any uneducated ne-
gro be able to qualif§ himself to vote
under section 52"

Business man: +«Yes, a few hun-
dred perhaps. ‘Those negroes who are
descended from the old free negroes,
who were allowed to vote i)rior to the
Constitution of 1835, and those who
have come into this State from States
where negroes could vote before 1867,
can vote under this section, [ think

possibly there are in the State between

| 500 and 1,000 negroes who may quali-

fy themselves under the provision’ of
the sth section.”

Farmer: #So much so good. Now,
let me ask you another question. Will
the amendment disfranchise the ud-
educated white man ?" _

Business man: “Why, certainly not.
The object of the 5th section, com-
monly called the Grandfather  clause,
is to forever protect the entire body of
the uneducated white vote of the
State in their right to vote. It you
‘will stuiy that section you will see it
accomplished this purpose- fully and
admirably. You will see that it gives
every white man who registers any
time before December 1st. 1908, the
right to vote for all time thereafier,
though he may never know a letter in
the book, or become able to write a
word, Now let me read this section
w you. You can study it further
when you go home."

Farmer: «As the law now stands,
no one is-allowed to vote unless’ he 5
registered. 1 understand that will be
so alto under the amendment. Now
will you please explain to me the pro-
cess of registration under the amend-
meat 7'’

Business man: «I willdo so with
pleasure, A white man who can read
and wrile can register, either under the'
4'h or 5fh section. A white man who

cannot read or write, can register po-

der the 5th section, because either he
or-his ancestors were entitled lo vote
sometime prior to January, 1867. Bat
as negroes were notallowed to vole,

-except a few rcegroes, as before ex:]
plained, before January x 1867, a ne-{has,

gro can only register under the 4th
section, by showing to the satisfaction

‘of the registrar that he can read and
| write, :

»”

- —— .

- Farmer: «That is all right, and suits
me toadot, But let me ask you, will.

in 1867."

| the amendment, because they know it

that all such rumors are false. The

too wasn't itp"* ;
 pretty reckless attempt to deceive the

uneducated white man, if the{ested in what you
3 Tl e S = ] S ‘-h '_ .

that this amendment is the only per-
manent remedy against the possible re-
currence of negro rule in North Caro-
lina such as we had here in 1868 and
Farmer: «Well, well, well; just to
think what lies these Republicass: and
the revenne officers have been telling
the people. Had you heard before that
they were telling that the amendment
would disfranchise the uneducated
whites ")~ :
Basiness.aman: «Ofhjyes. they have
been trying to deceive the people by
telling that as well as many other faise-
hoods. The mean white leaders of
the negroes-see Lhe offices that fhe ne-
groes have given them about to be
taken from them and they are des-
perate. These fellows are opposed to

will disfranchise the ignorant negro
without disfranchising uneducated
whites, Their anxiely is on account of
the negro vote, not the white yote.”
Farmer: «By the way, I waot to ask
you right here, is there any property
qualification in the améndmenm? Ooe
of those Revenue fellows—I believe be
said he was a depuly marshal—any-
how he talked and moved around
mighty pompously—was down myway
lately telling it.around that the amend-
ment providéd that no one conld vate
unless he was worth $250, and one
man present said he had seen that
statement in a Republican paper. How
about this?"’ e
Buisiness Man: «Yes, 1 understand |
the opponents of the amendment have
been circulating that falsechood broad-
cast.  Of course they ktiow if the peo
ple should read the literature the Dem-
ocrats will send out, or go to hear
Democratic speakers, they 'ill learn

idea of_the unscrupulons fellows who
are circulating these bold falsehoods is
to try and get the poor and uneducated
white people so prejudiced.and biased
sgainst the amendment that they  will |
not redd this Democratic literature or
go o hear Democzal, -speaksss. -Now-
let me read.the whole smendment to.
you. There is not,as you see, one
word in it that requires l”_m
qualification, and & penniless white
man has the ssme right to vote un-
der it thiat the richest man in the State.

_---'}‘" ' .‘.-“.‘.7 ¥ "I-‘r"‘;';ln-‘-? -
- Farmer: «Well, that nails

one of their lies. It was a whopper,

= 4 ‘1

Business Man:  «Yes, that was a

~a

Mtik ':‘*“:Um S B y P
claim that the sth section is unconstilu- |
o L UDIRIR® -+ i e Ry Cont

yantages and this great incentive to
the boys to learm, illiteracy ought to
disappear among our boys of the next
generation. Ifthe fdthers of our poor
boys will think about this matter they
will seg in this provision. greafer ad-
vantage than  disadvantages to their
boys.  Their girls, too, will get the
benefit of the increased educational
facilities it is proposed to give from
now on.'

Farmer: ¢ Thefe is anojher (hing
‘the Reptblicans, ébecially the Federal
office holders; are doing, that 1 want
| to inquire of you about. They most
always have on hand, a paper printed
at Asheville—I believe they call it the
Gazette—which they pretend is a
strong Democratic paper, but against
the amendment; and they read from it
and give out a few copies here agd
there. Now [ want 1o ask you wheth-
er this is a Democratic papes?’’

Business Man: «Well, I am very
glad you have called my attention 1o
this matter, for this scheme of palming
off the Asheville Gazette as a Demo-
cratic paper is one of the lowest and
dirtiést frauds ever attempted to be
practliced on the people. They are do,
ing the same thing, all over the State,
and .the miserable editor of this sheet
is lending himsel{ to the ‘trick. This
paper is published by a man who has
recently moved into his State,. When
be first bought this paper he published
it as a Demogratic paper, and strongly
advocated the amendment. A few
months ago he soldout the pager o
the Repablicans, and it is now the or-
gan ofthat pértyin the State—every
thing in’it is inspired by the Republi-
can leaders—but it still pretend.- to be
Democratic, in order (o better deceive
‘the people. It is said that this duplici-
ty was a part of the contract of sale,
You can secihat the whole scheme is
disreputable and contemptible, and it,
liké the other deceits we have been
talking about, illustrates the despera-
 tion of these Republican white leadds
in their eagerness to uphold negro sufs
e O D bt '
L+ F-r-I:J""-'MWother thing!
the Republicans are telling the i
| cated white men which [ wish 10
will bo d the educational
Clause of the me
 vote, 1want to ask you if there was
| any danger of this being dope.” |

Buiness Man: «Before I answer
this questio Tet-ame, ask you: 8 ques
AIRead. go- they

 amendment Jega),

not the 5th section
abridges the right of a negro  to vote,

States when
course, therefore, if . when
gether they should  violate that

o .= "‘. - ‘
i 8 8 b‘. L} ]

by reading the two sections that it is

which, denies or

but it is the 4th section, and the 4th
section deni¢s-and abridges his right,
not because of his race,” but because
he does not possess. certain educa-
tional qualifications, which the State
has a perfect right, as everybody ad-
mils, to impose. Now then, we have

seen that neither of these  two sections

violates the Coostitution of the United
taken separdtely. Ol
taken to-
Con-
stitution, the unconstitutional element
would be in the combination of the

two and not in either taken separate

ly, and of course both would have to
fall together.”

Farmer: «Well, really, that seems
to be clear irom the reading of the two

sections. Now, | would like toask you
if there is any probability of the two
sections taken together being bheld
‘be unconstitational?*’

to

Bosiness Man: «Noge in the world.
[am oot & lawyer, but I bhave talked
with a great many able lawyers about
this matter and I have read preity
much 21l _that hat “béen wrilten about
it, and I find that every lawyer of any
standing” who" has. jovestigated the
amendment has reached the conclusion
that it is censtitutional. 1 koow some
lawyers who thought it was oot consti-
tutional when they first read it, but as
s00n ‘as litcy investigated “it they
changed their minds. [ understand
that our ameadment iS a copy of the
Louisiana amendment, and that was
prepared by two of the greatest law-

-yers the, South. has.-produced, after

pargd it so thatr would not be open
to valid  coastitational otjections, 1
know Butler and Pritchard say that it
is unconstilutional. Bat peithér of
them has any reputstion asa lawyer.
Indeed, one of them has just got hms
license. hl;:‘r Morgan's opinion
upon this subject, it scems to me,
ought to be accepted as setiling this

| question.  He is regarded  as the big-

the war, and is the ablest lawyer in

_ 10 a5k | he United States Senate, wnd he ‘de-
you about. They argue that the court| clared in a speech ‘delivered in 1he

Senhfe 2 few dayy ago that he had
it and it was
tional, In fact, be sid

B Fhe  Daea

Staies bad alueadly, in & cwe from
.Wmmu, the
3wy weriticn >
'l” M ﬂ’ﬂ“.ﬂ' ‘.m R ||l'

neat. Al this talk sbout the amend-

: “the people  want 1o | peopte

t reform, the

| tanity to stody the question as

ceutres of popalation. You know

the court would so declare it; that
sort of thing, just as they are msayiong
here, but the people paid no atiestion
to them down tnere, as they will not
do here, and ratified the amendment-
ment.™

Farmer: «Has there been any regis-
tration under  the Louisiana amend-
meot "

Bosiness Man:
\ration woder ir.**

Farmer: «“Were the unedocated
white people aligwed to register?™

Business Man: «Yes, every one that
wanted lo register.

Farmer: *“Were the uneducated
negroes allowed to register?™

Business Man: **“No nose of
them."

Farmer: ‘' Has thers been any
election nnder the Lonisisna law?"”

Business Man: *“Yes; not long
since the election in the great city
of New Orleans was held under
this amendment.”

Farmer: “Did the uneducated
whites vote in the New . Orleans
election?”

Bosiness Maun: “Yes, all of
them who wished to."

Farmer: “Did the unedocated
pegroes vola in the New Orlosns
election?™"

Bosiness Man: “No.™

Farmer: *“Then there bas been
both a registehtion and an election
under the Louisiana Coastitation,
and you say tbe Republicans bave
oot taken a single case before the
coarts to test its conetitationality.”

Buosiness Man: “No, not a sio-
gle case, and it ehows conclasively,
does it not, that all their talk be-
fore the election about its being
unconstitationa! was mere wild
avd fary, intendéd to frighten the
unsdocated white people snd keep
them from disfranchising the ne-
m.'l

Farmer: “lIam very glad to
bave had this talk with yoo. 1
knew you wers thoroughly pested,
as you generally are upon sach im-
periant questions, and I wanted to
find ont the truth aboot these mat-
ters.” We people in the counlry
baven't yet & while had a0 opper

“Yes, a full regis.

closely as you bave; we haven’t
bad aa moch reading matier about
it a# you bave had, but we are go-
iog to stady it like we did the
grest issue of White Sopremacy o
the last campaign, and we are go-
ing to learn all about it, and be-
fore the election we will know as
muech about it as the people in the

io the last csmpaign the country

negro that they may secure offices
they are anfit to AIL." _
Farmer: *“Well, our talk bas |

The sverage man s & good

sarse when il comes to coddling

belped me mightily. I feel like | imagiacey wrongs.

every white man in North Carclios |
ought to putbis shoulder to the|
wheel for this amendment,
looks to wme like & mere question of

white man agalost negro, jost like

itwasio 1808, It sems 0 me|
that any while man who voles
against the amendment will just |
simply be yoting for the negro|
sgainst his own race.” '

An Editor's Life Saved by Chamber | Cogres all throal and :.“ troabies

jain‘s Cough Remedy. -

]
Duriag the early part of October, 1899
I eom A cold which wsettled o |
my lsoge asd was pegiected cotil | feared |
that ecnsamption appeared iz a2 e
dph::‘ state, [ was l-omuly m:“h
log 1o e1pel sumething whic
1 M :ﬂﬁ became alarmed asd alter |
ving the losal dostor a trial booght a
of Chamberiaia’s Cough Remedy
the resclt was immediate (mprove.
ot, and after | had seed thres botiles
5yl were restored 1o their beaithy
5. & Eownse, Peblisber of The
Beview, Wyant, lll. For smie by W._G.
Thomas i

The man who listess %o & politi. ‘
cal orator gets the stuf.

$100 Reward $100.

resders of this paper will be

to lears 1hat thers is al lenetl cow
readed dissass that sciesce has bees

oure in all s stages, and that &
eatarrh., Hall's Catarrh Core Is the ocnly
positive cure known 1o the medieal fra-
teraity. Catarrh belag & scostitational
dinenne, sires & coostitaticoal treal.
ment. s Catarrh Care is takes la. |
taroally, scting directly spoa the blood
asd mocons sarfaces of the

woman's won't
Even the most saccess{al bakers
are often in kneedy circumstances.

—— e -

Gean !h‘hc -'.d"“w

Fa. =
“Nothi

did me o aech goed m K
Care, Ope dose relieved o,

T4 | & few Bottles cured me” 1t digests what

you eal and siways cared dyspepeia. W,

. Thoman

It doesu’t require pr;dic- toen

|abie s man to drop s bhot plste

with perfection.
-

Jobha Dirr, Poseyrille, lad, says, *1
never ceed nny&ln‘g sa good s Ose Mis.
ste Coagh Care * are sever withog!
. Qsbekly breaks up conghs and colds
Ite
gvmt couesm plica. Peamat

G. Thomas.

ase wili
to Wake

Cold contracte and beat expands.
This is especiaily applicable to the
iceman’s income.

—

“1 bad dywpepeis for yoars. No med
leloe was so #llective as Kodal D .
siz Care, It gave immediate r-l.m
boltles prodoced marseloos ressita”
writes L. H. Warrea, Allnay, W It
digesis what you et and esast fail o
care, W._ 0. Thomas

Bueer no;t st the sfictions of
otbers. Itis doubly crgel to beata
cripple with bis owa erutch.

e
‘I had Bronchithh svery winter for
years 2ad po oedicine gare e perms.
seal relief till | begas to take Oane Mis.
ate Cough Oerd | kaow i s the bemt
wagh medicies made.” mys J, Kooata,
Corry, Pa it quichly ecures comghe
erogp. asthms. grippe snd throet

jead loag trochies. 11 s the childrn’s

faverite remedy. Cores qakkly. W.G
Thoman,

Its always bard to convioes =

Fysem. | pretty girl that love mblind.




