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“amusing anecdote of ‘his Boston so-
Journ, and we were sitently puffing in
that agreeable languor that arises from
2 pgood weed and a good story.

pocket M. Lebon brought forth a smal

the lamplight as it foll to the floor. He
stooped for it avith rather undue baste;

enlled our attenfion to a movement that
otherwise would bhave .passed un-
notieed.

“What is it?" inquired M. Blouet.

Wiihout a word Lebon handed him
the object he had dropped, but eyed
him carefully as it was examined,

A key,"remarked M. Blouet: “a key
amd evidently of gold.” And he passed
it to me.

I held in my hand a key of perhaps
an inch in length and half as wide.
- There was nothing particularly re-
markable about it unless it were the
material of which it was composed,
that appeared to be gold. Suddenly
iny eye capght sight of a date and an
inscription upon the ring of the key—
‘Ter Juin, 1848 Memento mqgi!™

“A eurious key,” I suggested as I re-

turned it to M. Lebon. “Tell us about
It-" —

for a moment of two as he twirled the
mysteriouns key between-his forefinger
and thumb, but he made no reply.

"Come, come,” said M. Blouet as he
leaned forward with interest, “there
must be something to tell about a key
like that. Why not let us have it ?* B

“You are right, gentlemen. Thereisa
curious story concerning this key, and
since you desire it I will tell it to Fou,
for truly, gentlemen, without exaggera-
tion, this little bit of metal that I hold
In my hand has one of the most re-
markable of histories,”
~ “Tell it! Tell it!” we both exclaimed
in a breath.

Fresh cigarettes were lighted, and,
| still holding the key in his hend as if
to bear witness to what he said, M.
Lebon besan his story.

“It was in 1871, just after the surren-
der of Paris. The second empire had
fallen. M. Thiers and his party held
the government.. Evidences of the ter-
rible emmune were on every hand,
still the city was beginning to look like
the  habitation of a civilized people.
One morning Le Journal des Debats
announced the death at Versallles of a
Russlan lady who for more than 20
years had kept all the gossips of the
Paris salons busy concerning a mystery
that seeméd to surround her. For rea-
sons that T shall presently explain she
became known as ‘La Dame a la Clef”’
Now, a nickndme -in Paris means a
great deal more than it does here.
When ote is nicknamed there, one car-
ries that name to the gravye. 5

“The potice in Le Journal des Debats
mentioned ‘La Dame a la Clef est
merte” It did not give her own name.
That would have sigaified nothing. The
paper” concluded by saying that she
died, aged 43, in complete solitude. It
seems that ber husband, who was much
older than she, had visited her regmar-
Iy every six months during the past ten
yearsand then had disappeared, no one
knew where. All was mysterious about
this ‘Lady of the Key.! One day came
to her the news of her hugband’s death.
Bhe survived him but a short time, and
It was whispered that she had allowed
her®If to die from bunger. That was
all the notice of her death had to say
about tlhie matter. The mystery still

| remained unexplained, and the Interest
| concerning her grew less and less and

—_——
With see of twenty-five years |
e e

gradually died away altogether” -

‘M. Lebon paused to relicht his ciga-
rette, which he had allowed to go out.
After doing this, he settled back in his
chair, puffed onee or twice, but did oot
seem at 6ll inelined to continue the
story. .

“Well,” I ejaculated, “go on. That fs
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‘Do story.” Why, you haven't even sald
.what the mystery was, or why she was
ealled “La Dame a la Clef." iz

_“Ab, yes” he replied pensively,
“quite right. 1 _
men, 1 have not sald that she was

| beautiful, yet such was the case. Her

~was oné of the loveliest that I

On drawing his cardcase from his

bright objeet that glistened a second in

With 8o mueh haste, in fact, -that he

The one addressed puffed assiduously

| When & parrot, a chipmunk, a sguirre]

mmmﬂmm

much’ curiosity in Paris. At last her
tyrant allowed her to retire fo qulet
retreat on the express stipulation that
she would not attempt to destroy her-
self during his lifetime, His death re
leased her from this ¢ondition.”

. L - . » L .

Bome three weeks later 1 was calling
on my friend Lebon, who wished to
show me some old manuscripts that he
had been collecting. He produced a
large box of rosewood, which e casn.
ally remarked contained his family pa-
pers. To my astonishment, Lic drew
from his pocket the mysterious key and
Inserfed It in the lock, which vlalded
readily to his pressure, and the I'd flow
back.

“Why.,” I exclaimed in wonder, “that
1s the key™ :

“The key 7" he Interrogated. Th-n he
laughed long and loud. “And you swal-
lowed all that,” be sald when he conld
control his merriment.

“Certainly,” 1 replied grimly.

“By the way, though, it wouldn't
make a bad story, would it? I think I
will work it up—elaborate it a little,
you know.” .

I left the house feeling deeply morti-
fled to think I had been so eflectually
“sold.” A desire for revenge took pos-
session of me, and I determined to steal
a march on him. 1 have done go.—(rl-

_ Don't Seold,
Of all forms of human effort and
execution scolding is the most useless.

or bluejay scolds he is ludicrous. For
people to scold is ludicrous, too, but
with a difference, and assuredly the
difference Is on the unfavorable side.
It pever did and never will do any one
any good. It has done much harm.
Besides, scolding grows to be a habit.
We have all suffered because of the
shortcomings of some one else, re-
celving tremendous tirades over what
we had no hand Im, because we hap
pened to be present wheu the scolding
habit was yielded to by one of i1s vl
tims.

Bcolding is easy. It takes neither
power of brain nor heart to scold. I3
does not even make any great (droft
upon the physical belng. Any fishwile
allve ecan be & grand success at scold-
ing. Why compete with her?

Scolding should be compelled to per-
ish from the earth. The tongue, tho
voice, the eye, the face—all should be
tralned not to scold—yes, and the e
for of all things a scolding pen is the
worst. And the habit once formed
with the pen is apt never to be entirely
shaken off.—Ada C. Sweet in Woman's
Home Companion.

Millfons Spent Tm Amuserenis,

ter goers and spend sbout £112.000.000
annuaily for such amusemants,” ¢aid o
prominent theatrical manager to the
writer recently. “This vast sum of
money is paid Into the treasnrics of
some 1,000 companies, which were ¢!
mated to be playing in all parts of (le
United States last year. This Includes
' that can be considered
:m p:tedoul compasnles, to say
nothing the countless amateur or
ganizations. :
~ “Of the strictly theatrical. orpaniza-
tions it is safe to say that the averasy
receipts per night for the 1,000 cone.
nies Is $400 each. At seven perforo
knces per week for each compdny tis
weekly average would be $2.800. Tne

Average theatrical season 1s 40 weels,
' The re 1,000 companles, with aver-
age recelpts of $400, would

produce weekly recelpts at seven Pér-
formances per week amounting to $2-
800,000. This multiplied by 49, the
number of weeks in the thestrical sea-
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results it was of no benéfit whatever
to the Confederate canse, Morgan be-
lleved that there would be an
in the Confederate Interest In
fucky. There was not. He be
that the peace Democrats in Oble
would give him at least seeret

f

leved

previous to that time shouldered thelr
squirrel rifles to fight the raiders who
were stullngtharhmndm
ing the horrors of war to their
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In bis bat and tis telegraph wire

| bracelets became too importunate ‘tn

his demands for cigarcites. and as be
bad been detected 1o the act of appro-
priating a wooden bandied skinning
kolfe, valuved $1L.50. Qve prioutes L
fore the post trader walked around the
connter and kicked bim energetically
out of the store anl Laif way arousd
the hay corral. It cheke volumes for
the post trader’s activity thet be was
able to do this, for # Is 0o easy matter
to keep within kicking runge of @ prop-
erly scared Crow Indlan for thé dis
tance that be covered. 1o a3y nothing
of performing the act (tseif. There-
fore the post trader was breathless
when he returned and Lad to e on the
counter with his bead on a bolt of pink
striped calico to recover himself. The
old bullwhicker, who had been wateh-
Ing the race from his seat on a nall
keg, with a grin oo his wrinkled ma-
bogany visage, complimented the ad-
vance agent of comfnerce on his
achievement,

“I wuz suthen of a foot racer myself
when | wuzr younger an limberer than
what I am now,” he sald, “but | dunno
that I ever scen the time that | comd
bave done better than that - I'm re-
gardin it purely as a physical feat
however. I'm - pot

the grand barbecue,
you will regret your pernishus
an cuss the day that you hum-
proud spirit of the noble In
s this shebang lasured 7
was never Introduced to me”
the post trader. “I've got a
of callous on the soles of my
come Into this country from
dwaters of Bitter ervek along
W. Hancher an Ed Phernetton an
the rest of them desperndocs. ['ve got
relatives by marriage among the Crows
and Ogallalas, un Pye drunk more al
kall water an eat more dog an buffalo
berry than any white man this side of
the big Mizzotira. | Jidn't bring my
outfit in bere in the spring of '09. What
did you expect me to do — give that
greasy, tin tagged coyote my stock of
clgarettes to keap him gogd tempered ™

“An it ydu had you wouldn't have
forfuted his friepdsbip.” returned the
old bullwhacker. “As i |a I've got an
idee his beart Is bad, an he won't come
An sée you oo more. An Injun bhas got
bis feelin's the same 88 & white man
has, aa I reckon you would git hostile
if any bombre booted you from blezes
to breakfast because you ast him fer
the means of soothin your nerves. You
Injered that Crow in a sensitive spot,
Ike.™

“1 dome my Dbest to.” said the post
trader. =

“He may beloug to the Badface band
fn have halr in bis tepoe.” continesd
the old bullwhacker in the same grave
tone of reproof. “Lut a1 the same time
be's a buman, an a8 2 buman i's your
play to extend the rizht haod of felier
ship to bim lustid of the sole gf-your
number nine. Halu't they got Sun-
day school Hberries out on  Bitter
creck?  Haln't you never read about
the settler who found a peor. rtarin
redskin out (n the suop pluny exhaost-
ed an took Llm Inter his shack an fed
him up a whole it au warmed him an
then turbed bim loose with a grud
stake, an when the Two Eettls outfit
exbhoomed the temnhawk an raised
merry Cair sealplu an bornio through
tlie paleface settioments an the good
hearted granger was ruked In the In-
Jun that he bad saved sashays o an
rescoos bim from o turrble death ¥
" “I've read them storles” wald the
post trader.

“But you don't believe "ém.” sald the
old bullwhaeker. “You aiuv® sanguine
concernin the good that there is in your
feller man. 1If you git & Lad deal, you
decllne to chip In an lny down your
hand lostid of callin fer cards an draw-
in to the ace.”

“1 don’t draw to no t:omthth
hope of completin a fush. ™

“Well, my the'ry is that there aln't
no galoot so low down bt If you treat
him with kindness an kcop Lim close
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“ﬂ:-ﬂ - comen "
up with his biggest boy, Arch “ul
:h'h.dﬁ-hﬂ’:
| “As soon an they explained whe they
WUl an Menterfied their ponies, the
Wusn't Bo resson why the ceremenies
r:m-&-mt
end of the rope over the Bmb.
e '”o’_‘”-‘"ﬂm
goln to bang that poor boy, alr you?
“ T reckon | am,’ says the bows stran.
gler, cheerful sn gay. : -,
-'1:1“-.:&:;.-- |
hang ' wayw Haloes. “You jest give -
bim up to me, an Il take Mm back to h;...m‘:,:"‘_ﬂ' e
the ranch with me an surround Mm the guidpieces of lnter mintage. One 1
ﬂﬂ.ﬂl“ulﬂhﬂ “d“ﬂ-—hdn
of bad company. He's got good 1n him, *-g‘““ﬂﬂ-'
85 I'll bring It out of him an make & Presses regret hat i s lacking in inter
ul citersen of him.’ colne, The explasation of it s very
“Weill. the loog an sbort of it wes simpie. The alley that entered into the
uhmuuumu Franch gold coltis of these days con-.
back with bim. On e way be talked was the sllver that gure the cotus thelr
m!“u_ﬁ-mm mm“m“gmm;
hmmumam were more pelden in bue. The silver |
hooust fer ‘em. He made A pres- h‘l-.h.ﬂdlhlh’.
*8t of the ten that he had stole as a The goid colne of tedey bave & sl m& on 3
work ranch This b becacae the Paris mint. 58 weil -
“Gus stald there fer two menthe wa 25 Shatte milts G0 Suié sat '.O.Tliﬂ!lmla-hh-..l.c.
then he got inter a argyment with the the copper allay 1o bermeticaily sealed
biggest boy about breakin & colf anm Dizen, which provents the copper from GIVE YOUR Buxp
slot bim op an Ut eut. OMd man Hatoes batag somewhat biencted, as it always | 0 the R :
wuz real provoked dbout ., but be I when it s attached by bot atr. 8 Of New Tork, the ‘ﬁ
Jumped om & borse an pot out after e preseat colus bave the full warm | COmpany in the worid devoted ex.
Minnick an overtook him st Box B Bewn of tint that & copger alley can | Shsively to TRA e ng U Sdedity
der. AS Socn as Gus seen bim be | oo ; mzh.m.dp
throwed down on him with & Winches "m“.“,h,“,“-“!mlr‘uaocuqnw L
ter, bot the old man told him to bebare some 12 the cpinton of smatrar coll o Pophmrb-uﬂmm Fecog.
himself an quit menkeyin with fre -....._,mg,,.h,.mh‘.w:nmdtaytbh-nl. Carcliss
arms, ¥ X h‘hm.whh““‘“-m‘-m’um“
“T ab'd think you'd seen the evil of ther of the Napoleons in 1he faet that -mwunw&d-m
them sort of sctions after killin Hen it conts lews 10 make them. The doutde | FOr rates. addrens A sericms
7. be satd. Operition of the uxidation of the copger | Surety Co., 109 Brosdway, New
“ DA 1R bim T says Gua And cleaaing it off the surface of the | YOrk. or apply to
“Yen, you did.' says the old man as coln with ackis v be looger employrd, W.H. Yamsowooon, Ju Au?.
severs as he knowed Bow. ‘An | siv'd mmw.ugl“tmdw lLovisbarg, N. C
thmmdhnh-ddmlf, 1] trom the surface of the colos, formeriy - e
dou’t wonder you feit as If you dldn't practiced, made them lons restatant us Notice
want to ook me in the face after sech Gor wear and tear than Sre the eoloe All prreoss ehe bave asr ofl cane and
Actions. All the same, | don't want sowJln cireuniation Bl Sayiex ofl from se, will plenss m
you stragglin off whery you'll get inter — — tare ense st omrn .
umi:mw’:'m;?' A Horrible Outberak Floas Sou't ot = Base o wad for
back bome w me o got 1o have .
them colts broke, an we're short band- Jb?mo.ﬁ?::m” . ‘l-‘. Cuirsa
ol now. writes C. D leblll of Morgasten. Tean
“Well, Gua knowed how forgivin the bot Boeklea's Aroiem Sales completely
ﬁmm::b:t‘hd.ut:? .la"."i\n:ﬁ ;.;-uu-l ',1',,'_',',,’_‘;‘
avolded m, ] TErEm.. -, M. "
month ) &8 then because the | % W. 6. Thomar', POR BALR.
old woman burned his cakes fer him e b
Be brained ber with the skillet. The | 060 man i judged by what be I bave in my basde for sale the )
Other boy told bim that that wusn't ne | 903, 0ot by what he thinks he doey. & valoable deuble Hawkise' Stere !
mu&mm-d::!r womall may throw a stone sad bk ose es Nash Street. It con be
th-m'“mlnuthbm‘m;“mm *2 | of a Sock of bares. bought en reasonabie terme, and if
mmmm"m- — . _ “m‘."ll“”.u'ﬂ‘u
found out what bad bappened, be sasd | . Working 34 Hours & Duy. Ao two gaed Bailding Jots oo
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