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[Special Washington Letter.]
HERE is an unconfirmed report
fthat ex-Governor Leslie M.
Shaw, secretary of the treas-
ury, Is abeut to resign under
pressure, It is to be hoped that that re-
port i8 not true, for the secretary adds
to the gayety of nations. He bas the
reputation of being conservative, yet
he is easily the most reckless talker in
America. For example, in a recent
speech he said that the Democrats have
always been In favor of free raw ma-
terials. That {8 not true. The secre-
tary should post up or shut up. The
free raw material ldea i8 Grover Cleve-
land’s graft into the Demoecratic party.
As a matter of fact, it is a part of the
protective theory. Anybody who will
take the pains to read Carl Schurz's
“Life of Henry Clay” will find that
Clay, in his great speech on the tariff
in the days of nullification, declared for
free raw materials as one of four ways
of accomplishing protection. Mr. Cleve
land, perhaps, did not know that when
he declared for free raw materials.
No doubt he thought he originated the
idea, but Mr. Becretary Shaw should
know better. A man to be secretary
of the treasury should not be seventy-
five years behind the times.

The most sensible thing said by an
lowan lately is the declaration of Mr.
Secretary of Agriculture Wilson that,
all thinge considered, the cheapest land
in the world Is In Missouri. Mr. Wil-
‘son has a great head and uttered an
ilmmortal troth. Mr. Shaw would do
well to take a few lessons out of Mr.
.Wilson's book.

A Placz of Power.

There naturally comes up in connec-
ticn with Speaker Henderson's declina-
tion the thought of bow the power of
the speaker has grown under the use
of the Lleed rules for the governing of
the bouse. These rules were devised
by o strong, forceful, autocratic man
for use in handling what was often an
onruly body. Witk those rules he
handled the house without gloves and
made it transact business rapidly,
cften with indecent haste, and choked
off free speech. But Speaker Hender-
son went further and made the house
a one mAan legislative body and, with
the ald of the pernicious Reed rules,
took into his own hands the power
to absolutely control, force or prevent
almost any sort of legislation. During
the last session of congress no meas-
ure could even be brought up for the
wonsideration of the house unless the
leading advocates went to the speak-
er's room and obtained from him =&
promise to permit the measure to come
up. If the speaker gaid, “No, that bill
cannot come up,” all hope for that par-
ticular piece of legislation was dead.
In one particular case every member of
a large committee voted in committee
to favorably report & resolution to the
houee, but bLefore making the report
the chairman of the committee went to
General Hemderson to secure his per-
mission. If was refused and, in the
popular street language of the day,
geventeen cougressmen, representing
2,700,000 constitvents, “went away
back.and sat down.”

When the fathers of the constitu-
tion In thelr-great wisdom provided a
large assemblage of lawmakers to be
the direct representatives of the pco-
ple, they probably did not foresee the
adoption eof the Reed rules or the ap-
pointment of a committee on rules
consisting of filve members, three of
them being Republicans and one of
those three (thus securing the balance
of power absolutely to the speaker) be-
Ing the speaker himself.

Roosevelt Redhot.

Thus it will be readily seen that
there need be small wonder at all these
telegrams and counter telegrams that
have been flying from Ojyster Bay to
Dubuque and back again. These sam-
ples would indicate anything but a
placid feeling of confidence In. the de-
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Oyster Bay'. Sept.~ 17.—Most earnestly
ask that you reconslder your determina-
tion not to run. =

THEQDORE ROOSEVELT.

Congressman J. M. Babcock, chalr-
man of the Republican national com-
mittee, gsent the following: _

- New York, Sept. 1T.—Am in receipt of
telegram signed by you saying that you
have this day declined nomination for

\\ H YARBOROUGH,JB.

ATIORNEY AT LAW,
LOUISBURG. N. C.

\Mews 1n Opers House building, Court street

\ll legal business i"tm“d.u?.»ﬂ:

receive prompt and careful

congress. We cannot belleve the tele-
gram s genuine. Hepburn and Hull ara
here, and all enter our earnest protest
against action of this kind by you. The
Republican party that you have served so
long and faithfully cannot part with your
services now.

An Assoclated Press dispateh from
Dubuque says:
Bpeaker Henderson is as positive today

[)R.D.T. SMITHWICK,

DENTIST,
LOUISBORG, - - N. C.
(1 Mee ovar Furniture Btore.

~ HOTELS.

fn his declinatlion of the congressiponal
nomination as he was last night, notwithe
standing the flood of telegrams from all
arts of the country protesting againsi
is decision and imploring him to recon-
gider the same. Other telegrams of the
same tenor were recelved from all the
membera of the national committee and
nationsl congressional committee, Bena-

banks and others.
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selves. The other day Mr. Foss, who
is the Republican candidate for con-
gress In tfhe Eleventh Massachusetts
district, satd, “Does any one mesan to
say that the steel trust needs the bame
degree of protection as when the fpon
and steel business of the country was
an infant industry 7

Commenting on this the St. Logls
Republic says:

This is a pertinent question from Mr.
Fosa, who refuses to be mussled by the
high tariff bosses of his party. and an
answer should be forthcoming if the pro-
tectionists are not afrald to make reply
in this crisis. Many other Republicans
are asking the same question. They be-
ltl::i‘u th; m?l:‘eb?. now" come when the

B revised. in accordance
with changed conditions and for the re-

lief of a people oppressed by trust monop-
olies due to the tarifr.

The steel trust and ether great monopo-
ly corporations are now underselling thetr
European competitors in all the markets
of the world. : Do they need tariff protec-
tion from European competitors In Amer-
fcan markets? Not a bit of {t. The Ding-
ley tariff now only serves to give these
trusts complete control of the home mar-
kets, resulting In the exorbitant gver-
charging of American consumers, the de-
struction of healthy competition and the
nullification of the wholesome natural law

of supply and demand as regulating
prices.

Republicans ' Alarmed.

Of course it would not be natural
for Republican statesmen to admit that
Speaker Henderson has placed Qs par-
ty on the defensive, but occasionally
it leaks out tbat his action has damp-
ened their ardor greatly. For instance,
Congressman Mudd of Maryland, s
leading Republichn, gave out an Inter-
view In which he said:

That is a subject upon which I, llke
many other members of the house, I ap-
prehend., prefer not to talk for publica-
tion. It is uselcas to deny, however, that
the action of Bpeaker Henderson |s esm-
barrassing, if not hurtful, to party pros-
pecta. It gives the opposition an oppor-
tunity to contend that there Is an ap-
parent dlfference between the executive
and the leader of the chief legislative

body on revenue subjects, upon the tarief
and kindred questioms.

First Catch Your Hare.

The Globe-Democrsat says that “Uncle
Joe” Cannon should be elected speaker
of the next bouse. The wrangle is al-
ready so warm among Republicans that
it might be as well for the G.-D. to
walt until there is some assurance that
the Republicans will have any band In
electing a speaker. Wbhen a church
congregation decides to build a new
house of worship, it Is customary to
ralse the funds before seleeting tlhe
gite. ‘The G.-D. should able to see
the application.

General Henderson's Wisdom.

I wiil revert to the case of General
Henderson long enongh to observe that
very few men Iin public life have ever
possessed the foresight to quit before
defeat brings them In bhumliliation to
the dust. If General Henderson saw
in the general unrest under the present
tariff law a prospect of defeat at the
polls or, worse still, & chance to fall
of the speakersh!p In ease a Republic-
an house should be elected. it was the
part of wisdom for him to withdraw
rather than take the risk of wind-
ing up hils great career with a de
feat that would be a pad reccllection
to him all the days of his life. He has
seen twenty years of continuons serv-
ice In the bouse It should satlsfy
any man. Should be attempt to breast
an unfaverable tide at this late day,
he might be made to feel the bitier
lament that must have been in the
heart of Cardinal Wolsey:

1 have ventured

Like little wanton boys that swim on
bladders,

This many summers In a sea of glory,

But far beyond my depth; my high blown
ri

At Ie?:g?; broke under me and now has
left me,

Weary and old with service, to the mercy

Of a rude stream that must forever hide
me. 3

Applied Demeocracy.

Several references have been made
in these letiers to the excellence of the
administration of public affalrs In Mis
sourl under Democratic control. The
superiority over such npeighboring
great states as Iowa and Minols Is so
great that thousands of farmers from
those states have bought fine farms in
Missour{ in the last two months. They
find taxes Incredibly lower as cowm-
pared with the states they are leaving.
while the great Institutions of the state
are as good and In some cases much
better. Missouri will pay off her Iast
bond this year, while almost all of the
counties are free from debt> The city
of Bt. Loula recently repudiated Iits
Republican city government and is
pow busily engaged In sending to the
penitentiary a large number of the
boodlers who for years robbed the peo-
ple of that city. Oune of the great dal
lies of 8t. Louls In rejoicing over the
improved state of affairs says:

Where once the ity was curiafling ex-

~f

justify ipcreased expenditures. The in-
mates of the city institutions are cared
for better than formerly. Street cleaners
are again at work.

The police courts are operated on prin-
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The public corporstions tn Missewr! (hat |
contribute to the Democeratie campaigs
fund are assessed only M per cemt for tas. |

of the governor, anditor. [Freasurer. e
Telary of state and atterasy genera’ poome
of whom bandie the campalgn siloes of
cash,

That sounds very well to & man who |
doesn’'t know the reml facts In the |
trial of the famous “Brown™ case i |
Kansas Clity a few months ago the tes
timony showed that sotne corporaiions
had made some small contributions to t
the Democratic campalgn fund sndl
that they were unsolicited The same |
testimony showed that these same |
corporations had made much larger
contributions to the Repoblican cam- |
paign fund. An assessment of 53 per |
cent on corporations Is greater than |
the average assessment of the propexty |
of private Individoals in the state of
Missourl outside of the city of By |
Louls, where the presanl asscssments
Are the enmue as they bave been for
years back. The rate seems high when
cowpared with 25 per cent assrsaments
that prevall In many of the Demo
cratic countles, but It must e remesn

]

ithée state board of squalisation, consteting {
\

I

bered that tlhe Republicans gave B0 {

Louls the poorest city government In
the world for year after year under
that same 70 per d‘ent amsessment,
while the present Democratic city gov-
ernment is giving an excellent admin
istration with the same tax rate and
the same assessment.

Missouri has lower tax rates and
lower assessments than any Hepod
lican state In the Union, and the G.-D.
can’'t rub It out.t That ls where oid
Ananias’ shoe pinches
By the Way.

Most unfortunately for all concerned
Congressman Jackson of Kansas fell
down and broke his leg. A Democrat
running for congress in Kaosas oeeds
two good legz 2nd neads fhem very
much indead. Judge Jackson s a fine
man, has mafle a fine congressman,
and it must be admitied that it would
be a great calamity for Bim to be de
feated. 'With a magnanimity that doss
him eredit, he has offered to withdraw
from the rate amd let some Democrat
take his place wbo Las bhis ruoming
apparatus In good conditicn. Indirid
ually [ hope that mo such thing will
happen and that Jacksou will be re
elecied by an Increascd ma jority. as he
deservea to be.

There is a repart whisperrd aboot
with hated breath that ooe of the rea
sons wlLy President Roosevell did not
foish his western speechmaking basi |
ness was Lhat the Republican leaders
became uneasy about his speeches and
pulled him off. Individually | dea’t be
lieve any such tommyrol. They may
have been uneasy and may hare de
sired to pull bhim off, but desiring t©
pull Teddy off and puillng him of are
two very different thingm entirely gif.
ferent. Mr. Thomas C. Fiatl the Eany
Bosa, thought bhe asbelved Teddy at
Mblladelplia, byt he knows gow Letter
than any living man-that be &4 oot
shelve Teddy. The old, old stery of
belling the eat bhas a new wmeaning
for the Republicans when they think
of Teddy the strenuoas

“This Is the most unkindest cot of
all." New Englanders are criticiaing
President Rooseveit's hogusage and
grammar! Think of that! The hosom
crony of Henry Cabot Lodge cviticised
for not paing good English! © -
pora, O morea! What are we coming
to anyway? A Harvard clan, a presi
deut of the United States, the streme
ous one, hanled up by & ot of New
England purists for not using proper
languvage! O my soul be on thy guasd!

Candidatea for Speakey Hendersoa's
shoes appear to be slow 10 aunoupciag
Bo far only two bave Indicated poui-
tively that they are (o (he rece—"Tncle
Joe™ Cannon of lllisols and Hon Johnm
Dalsell of Pittaburg—Dboth able and am-
bitious men. Hoo Charfes B Litte |
field appears to be coguetting with the
idea, but Littiefleld Is a kicker and will
perbaps be bowled ouwt

o —
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