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ONDAY, Bec. 1, at high noon,

Hon. David Bremper Hender-

5on called to order the last ses-

slon of the house over which

he, in all human probability,
Wwill ever preside. This fact created s
feeling of sadness in many hearts, for
Henderson 1is per: ¥ & prime favor |
ite. - He is a most lovable man, wears
his heart upon his sleeve and stands
by his friends. Nothing but kind
wishes will follow him into his retire-
ment, .
Over near the center of the Repub-
lican side was “Uucle Joe” Cannon, ra-
diant and rosy. He is the rising sun,
and many did obeisance to him. I don't
blame “Uncle Joe” for being Bappy. It
is a vast honor whiech is coming to him
and will perpetuate his name in hils-
tory and his lineaments “dome in ell”
upon the historie walls of the speak-
er's lobby. Everybody had a kind word
for “Uncle Joe.”” and “Uncle Joe” had a
smile and a kind word for everybody.
The speakership is an excellent good
thing to have in the family,
Tom and Mark.
-Recently 1 spent nearly a week lee-
toring in Ohio, two or three of the days
in Cleveland. Law papérs begin, *“The
county of Blank, in the state of Blank.”
It would not Le hmproper or s@vtching
things much in speaking of Cleveland
to say, “The city of Tom Johnson, in
the state of Mark Hanna.” The sena-
tor lords it over the state, but the may-
or is supreme in the city. That they
are preparing for a death struggle in
the mayoraity election next spring is
known of all men in Buckeyedom. You
hear it everywhere—in the hotels, in
the traios, in the streets. Tom is play-
ing for a great stake—the presidency.
The two stepping stones thereto, ac-
cording to his philosophy, are a re-elec-
tion to the mayoralty in April and the
election to the governorship in Novem-
ber. Uncle Mark wouldn’t object to be-
ing president himself. He is deter-
mined that Tom shall not have it if he
can prevent it, and so these two polit-
ical nts are burnishing up their ar-
mor,- Whetting their knives aiW laying
in munitions of war for the preliminary
skirmish in the spring, a skirmish “big
with the fate of Cato and of Rome.”

Having served in the house with
Tom, I, of course, bad some idea of the
secret of his strength, but in Cleveland
I inquired into it more particularly,
and I found that it comsists in two
things mostly—the fact that the peo-
ple believe implicitly in his loyalty to
them and, secondly, that he keeps his
word with all men. The newspaper
Jabber to the effect that he is a “fakir,”
“mountebank,” ‘‘poser,” ‘“demagogue,”
etc., appears to have no more effect
on him than pouring water on a dueck’s
back; no more effect on him than the
dollar mark cartoons have had on Sen-
ator Hanna's standing with Repub-
licans. = :

Tom gets a grim pleasure ont of his
fight with Hanna. Not long since one
of his friends said, “Tom, you didu't
take any vaeation this year.” *“Neil-
ther did Uncle Mark,” replied Tom.
And =0 they go on wooling each other,
these two most eminent citizens of
Cleveland.

A Pleasant Function.

While in Clevelund I attended a non-
political reception tendered by his ad-
miring constituents to Judge Theodore
E. Burton, chairman of the house com-
mittee on rivers and barbors. It was,
held in the Chamber of Comimerce and
wag a moset enjoyable funetion, and
Burton deserved it. He has a most
honorable and laborlous station to fill,
and he fills it with fidellty and capac-
ity. He appears to bave a strong hold
on the affections of his constituents
without regard to party affliations.
Evidently Le was very proud of the
reception, and he made an exceedingly
felicitouns speech. Burton's constitu-
ents should memorialize him to marry,
as it is a pity for such an amiable gen-
tleman to go through life as an old
bachelor.

The Republicans in the Ohlo delega-
tion dealt Burton rather a cold deal In
his speakership aspirations, but his
turn may come after awhile. However
much the Ohio delegation may turn
the cold shoulder to him, his constitu-
ents appear to love him.

Burton, unless his m¥nd has under-
gone 8 radieal change, will have a
grent work—a most important and
patriotic publie duty—to perform at
this short and closing session of the
Fifty-seventh copgress, and that is to
lead the fight against the Hunna-
Payne ship subsidy bill, a measure as
vicious and unjustifiable as any ever
introduced Into congress. The clans
are rallying to force it through, for it
is a case of now or never. I make bold
to predict that unless that bill is passed
at the short session this winter it never
will be passed, for every day that it is
postpongd makes only more apparent
the fact that there I8 no necessity
whatever for any sueh law.léhoﬂx; ship-
ping is growing apace without any
such hotbed pmcesgaand in another
year will have reached such propor-
tions that the advoeates ‘of ship sub-
sidy will be laughed out of court even
by their own party fellows. Conse-
auently they will make herculean ef-
forts {6 get away with the swag at
this session,

Reform. :
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a reform by increasing the membership
of the committee on rules from five to
nine. It may be seriously questioned,
however, whether that would really
be any reform at all. So long as the
committee is appointed by the speaker
and consists of odd numbers, so as to
meake the speaker's vote the deciding
factor in the committee, it mafters
little whether it consists of one mem-
ber or any othen number. 8o long as
that sitnation refnains, the speaker will
be the committee. Calonel Hepburn
hag & plan which would to a large ex-
tent emancipate the commlittee from
the domination of the speaker, and
that Is to increase the membership to
thirteen and make the members elec-
tive, each party caucus selecting {its
proportional part of the committee
Really the thing that gives the speaker
such tremendous power {8 the fact that
he appoints the committees. So long
as he can do that, he will dominate the
sceune, and no change of rules will do
much toward restoring the power of
the individual member which falls
short of taking away from the speaker
that prerogative. The occaslon of the
election of a new speaker is a fitting
occaslon to discuss a change in the
rules.

There ought to be a rule to the effect
that during each session every member
shall have at lcast one hour to do what
he pleases with. If he desires, he may
place any bill on-any calendar upon its
passage, or, If he prefers, he may con-
sume his hour In speechmaking, but
the hour shall be absolutely at his iis-
posal, which gives even the humblest
somewhat of & chance to have the will
of his counstitunents made known and
enacted Into law.

Individually T have no right ta com-
plain of any lack of recognition, and 1
am not writing so much for my own
benefit as for the beunefit of others who
do not enjoy such facilities of reaching
the public as these letters afford.

A Most Radical Suggestion.

Aly esteemed contemporary, the St
Louis Republie, 18 In such utter despair
by reason of municipal rottenness that
os a remedy it suggests the abollsh-
ment of the house of delegates. That s
certainly heroic treatment for s most
serious disease, but is It necessary?
That municipal reform Is one of the
crylng needs of the age goes without
suying, but that a doing away with
representative government s necessary
to its attainment I do not for one mo
ment believe. If necessary In city, It
is necessary in state; If necessary In
state, it Is necesaary in nation. To ad-
mit such a proposition is to confess that
our whole theory of representative gor-
ernment is a flat fallure, which is inagd-
missible. Suppose that instead of abol-
ishing the house of delegates the Re-
public should stir up the “better ele-
ment” to discharge its duty to the pub-
lHe. Then what? The result would be
that the hoodlum would be in Othello's
condltion. for his “occupation would be
gone.” Individually 1 bave never bad
any sympathy with the cry that the
hoodlums run the large cities, becanse
there is not a large city or a small one
within the broad confinea of the repub-
lic in which the hoodlums constitute the
ma jority. That they do run many large
cities and some small ones is true, bt
they are enabled to do 8o because those
who arrogate to themselves the high
resounding and flattering title of “the
better element” abdicate their political
functions In favor of the hoodlums
who attend strictly to business, and of
the two classes—that is tosay, the hood-
lums and those who deem themselves
too good to discharge their political du-
ties—the boodlums are the better cIll-
zens. To participate in public affalrs
is not only a high privilege. but a sol-
emn duaty.

The 8haw Button and the Shaw Policy.

A report, apparently auntbentic, comes
from Town that “the Shaw vice presi
dential button has appeared.” Nothing
nnreasonable about that except as 1l
lustrating how the secretary of the
treasury has outgrown all bis lowa
contemporaries. Ie was still a coun-
try banker, little known outside his
town and county, when the names of
Henderson, Hepburn, Dolliver and oth-
er Hawkeye worthies not only filled
but ehoked tbe frump of fame. But
fhaw's growing reputation is the mar-
vel of the day. As Aaron's rod swal-
lowed all the little rods 8o does Shaw's
fame swallow the fame of all the rest

Amother pews item about the secre-
tary shows how he receutly roshed a
large sum of government money from
San Franelsco to New York to “relieve
the strained money market.”” Of course,
of course, and that action probably en-
hances the valueof his vice presiden-
tial button.

Not only dild Mr. Secretary Shaw
rush a large sum clear across the con-
tinent to belp out the New York gang.
but he has done many other things for
it. A treasury oificial thus enumerstes
a few of them:

The secretary stimulated cireulation by
u!‘s’il)q‘hl.nh to increase thelr circulating
medigm, taking advantage more fuily of
the provisions the jaw in this conmnec-

government deposits, accepted mumicipal
conditions,

moRgy under certain
Asrglass ortwo of water taken
fore breakiast will
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cal of any party. Teller Is a great his |
toric persouage, has bLeen seuator for
WANY Years, Was once secretary of the
Interior and has been a presidential
possibility. “Whatever peopld may think |
of his views on the money question. It |
will not be denled by any persgn whe |
I8 both bonest and intelligent that be |
is the most distinguisbed man yot semt
to the natiopal councils by the Cen
tennial Btate. Nobody ever doubted
either his ablity, Integrity. ;.'urw«y!
or patriotism. For yomrs he was f(he |
glory of the state. when soch men as |
Tabor were making It ridiculous and

such as Howen Uringing It luto disre

pute. There may have been time serv. |
ers nnd sclf seekers colinectied with the |
free silver movement—perbaps [here |
were; they are gonerslly coarectrd |
with every great movement —but Bena- |
tor Teller was not one. e Aid v'lutl
he thought was right. e followed his
constience He left his party u-.:sl
fears In his eyes and swrow In bl
Lieart, and he deserves falr tmtr.cg:]
at least

“Littie Rhody.”

|
The results of the recent election, |
while not showing anything Uke a|'
landslide for the Deanocrata, did sbow
a growing sentiment o their faver \
Everybody talks of the close fAnlad In
New York simply becausse the Empire
State of the north Is so big; butl. while
Brother Coler {s In posftiom to think of
Whittier's couplet
Of all =ad words of longue or pan

The saddest are \bese—i! might
beer

Governor Odell no doadd fnds conso
lation (n the old saw, “A miss s good
as n mile.” Coler did pot grow, aod
gbdvll shrank.

Little attention has lewen pald to the
revolution in Rhode Island simply b
cause abe s po small bot the Demo
cratic vietory in the smalient of tates
menns moch more than the Demoorwtie
defeat In New York, for, wihlle New
York is normally a Demarratic stata,
Rhode Ialand s normally Republian

There s one unusual featore of the
Ithode laland election which has bwen
little pnoted, and that !s that ber Dem-
ocratic gpovernor elect, Hom Locies F.
C. Garvin, s & southres by birth a
native of Trnnessee. There are only .|
few Instances of the kind In New Eng- |
land history -in fact, oaly one that |
can pow recall that of Geterz! lHaw
ley., menlor seuator from (Conuecticwt
who was born o North Caroll Hoty
the Republioan senator and !t 1w i
cratic governor were Unlon sobdlcra
Of courme, out west 1 s nothing
strange for a southern or nortbern mas
to be elected to any office, Lot 1t has
always been rare for & southerner to be
clected to office In New England or for
a New Englander to be ciected in the |
south, while In Greater New Yok Littde |

or no account is taken of nativity |

|
Futile. |

The efort belng made to cetabilish Il
“Lily White™. Repoliican party In the |
south e utterly futile The smd ramw |
of Senator Jobin L. Meclanrin bs the iaf |
oSl evidence of that, The sclhesue haa
béen suggested many times, bof bas ) |
ways been abandoued for the stmpde |
rmm(.ﬁnt-umnuuwm ean
vote at all there cau tw found oo o
siderabie material from which to con- |
struct a “Lily White” party, When the |
Republicans for purely seifial purposes |
vafranchised the negroes eo masee |
they established such a oonditicn I.:aT
severa! states that oo large oumber of |
white men will afllate with (bem any
more forever. Just why some able pe |
70 has not foarced the Repobilrnns te
nominate him for vice president o In- |
comprebenalble, becagse withoot he
negro vole the Republicans comid net |
carry enough states &t any eclection 0
give them a president and congresa
Again Bab.

It would appear that after awlile
prople wouM grow weary of the Rad |
cock Interviews: but, like Tenaysca'y
“Brook.” they go on forever, [His mest
recent suggestion s that the tari® b= al
ways revised aft an extra sesalon, 'M{
statement Is wide of the mark, and be |
gives several reasons why B shonid be |
thus. He is decidediy hazy as to wheg |
bis proposed extra session will be cal). |
ed. “It may be for years, and it may
be fortver™ most probably forever if
Brother Bab and his polittenl partoes
ire not turned ou! Inte Lhe cold, where
there is weeplog aud waillag end gaseb-
Ing of teeth. There are few (hingy more
carinln In this workl than that the Re-
Mablicans will pever cut dowsn the tap
lﬂ rates, many of which GCoverney
Dingley himself said were
wade toe high 10 be cul down by
procity treaties

have
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