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night, an’ a feller that lived on the side
o' the road give me directions how to
reach her house; ' I thought they was
plain enough, but purty soon it got as
dark as piteh, an’ 1 was as bad as a
blind man on a blind hoss. Ome thing

=% | Iear away the mist o’ doubt &n" mis- |1

this time o yea¥:

sight o’ the light. I begged the Al
mighty to let it shine out as a sign I
was forgiven fer my crime, but it was
slow s-comin’, an’ when it did come I
said to myself that & man was a fool
to ask the Lord to make a sign ont o
some’'n' that wasn't any more’'n natu-
ral, so I wasn't much comforted over
that. Howsomever, I did feel a lHttle
mite better. It seemed so steady an’
bright an’ peaceful away up thar among
the stars, above them rough roecks an’
deep gullles. 1 started right fer. it
The road got so bad I had to git down
an’ lead my hoss. Sometimes we'd have
to step over trees that lay across the
way, an’ then thar ud be a branch or
a creek to ford an’ fences to let down
an’ briers an' rocks an’ steep places.
But I kept up my heart. Sometimes the
light ud be out o' sight eompletely, an’
then ag'in it ud blaze up steady an’
strong like a promise writ in fire,

“I got to prayin’ more hopeful. Ever
time the light ud flare up out o' the
gloom  my sperits ud rise, till after
awhile I felt as light as a feather. I
sung an’ shouted an’ prayed an’ hugged
my hoss. It seemed like I was climbin’
up to God, The light on the mountain
was his presence. Once I fell down a
steep bank in the dark, but I wasn't
hurt, an’ then ag’'in I slipped on some
rocks while I was crossin’ a branch an’
got wet to the waist, but when I scram-
bled out the light was a-shinin’ bright-
er than ever. Finally I crossed a old
field an’ seed the open door. of her
house. A dog run out barkin’, but I
wasn’'t no more afeard of *im than the
apostles was o snakes, 1 walked
straight at *im, called to im in a firm,
friendly voice, an’ patted ’lm on the
head, an’ he licked my hand an’ pranced
about In front o’ me like I was a old
acquaintance he was glad to see. Mrs.
Hambright was at the fireplace eookin’
some'n’ t* eat when I got thar, an’ she
fnvited me in. I went in an’ shook
hands an’ set down in the chair she
give me, an’ she put more wood on the
fire, fer she seed I was wet.

“sYou don’t know me, Mrs. Ham-
bright,” says L
~“ *‘No,” says she, ‘I don’t know you,
gir; bot that don't make no difference.
I take in a lots o' folks that git be-
nighted up here. Nobody would be

as old as I am.’

“ “That's so, says I. Her head was
as white as cotton, an’ she was all bent
over, but she had the sweetest, most
patient face I ever seed. It made me
feel easier about tellin’ ’er who I was
an’ what I’d come fer, but I acknowlk
edge I was afeard. Then she proposed
to set the table, fer she said she know-
ed I was famished, but I wouldn't let
‘er.

“'No; wait, says I, ‘wait il I've
told you who 1 am, Mrs. Hambright,
pays [, an’ 1 couldn’t look at "er then.
‘I'm Hiram Hillyer, the man who tuck
yore pere boy’s life) e

#] geed ’er sorter jump a little, an’
then she got as still as a grave rock.
1 was afeared to look at 'er. All my
new found hope seemed to be leakin’
out o’ me. I bowed my head an’ wait-
ed fer ’er verdiet. God knows I was
miserable, but I was -prayin’—prayin’
fer pardon—prayin’ both to her-an’ God.
She was still a long time. I reckon
ghe was studyin’ up what to say to
me. Then she spoke. ‘Did you come
away out here jest to see me, Mr. Hill-
yer? she axéd in a trembly voice, an’
I nodied, siill afeard to meet her eye.
‘1 come to make a confession an’ im-
plore you to pardon me,” I said.

“ ‘pardon you? she said, slowlike an’
saft. = =
* ‘Qquire Trabue's dead,’ I told ‘er.
‘He died two days ago.' o _

“ ] heard he was low,” she said, ‘an’
I was sorry-10 hear it, fer he was a

~fo'tell me?

you all these years never come frt
the government. It was from me.
“/Hiram Hiflyer, says. she. in her
sweet old voice, T've knowed that fer
twenty-five years. Sguire Trabue fold
me an’ axed me never to let on to.-you,
_fér he'd promised you never to let-me
know; but, Hiram, ef I've prayed God
to bless you fer it once I haye ten
thousand ‘times. 1 couldn’t 'a’ lived

.my peighbots in time o’ sufferin’. I've

you never  wented Al

'. q‘ ey, -’5“;.
Traling Ageat for all » e e A ;
Ry gilae, amm%m R RS
.I-‘ ,:--"P‘

lHOTELS. 3

FRANKLINTON 1
FEANKLINTON, N

U, W, GORWKY,

tood sesomodation for the

ablia

as I got a_mile d¢ fwoiup the rond Fd | gone—4

m**&_%%ig - g
“she never was knewed fo shet 'mr | Hambrigh

“Well, sir, T got then to prayin’ fer a |

mean enough to rob ur harm a wWoman-| to me fer it in future. Now I'm goin’

good mat, but is that all you wanted |
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without that allowance: It has kept | Wuss'S a.do

“wanted {o tell you how gratetul I felt, |
put the squire wouldn’t let me an” said-

Lynn's bed—the dead boy’s bed,
you—an’ slept as sweet a si¢ep as I
ever slept in Iy life, the fust fer thir-
ty years. She come to

the night, pitapat, pltapat over the
puncheon floor, jest like she .
go to Lynn, I an’ spread more
cover on me. It reminded me of my
‘dead mother, I retched out an’ kissed

ber hand an’ drifted away in sweet

allowance, but when she seed how I felt
she agreed to do it an’ to come siraight

down an’ tell Marthy all about it. All
these years I've been afraid to mention

it now to anybody. 1 wish I could
reach the ears o’ zll the men on the
face o’ the earth who are
have been. Ef they only knowed, as

§

accountable fer what the'r old selves
done, they wouldn't suffer needlessly.”

at her in surprise, for she was dressed
in black, even to her sanbonnet.

“Mother,” he asked wonderingly,
“what has happened 7 3

She did not answer for a moment,
but sat down near his bed and folded
her bonnet in her lap.

“When I heard how yon was hurt
an’ laid up,” she sald presently, “I writ
Mr. Hillyer not to let you know about
yore pa., -He was a sight wuss when
I got to 'im, sn’ they didn’t sed mo
chance fer 'lm o live. "He's @ead,
George; yore pore pa's dead an’ bur-
fed. ~All his trouble -is over. - He's in
God’s charge now.”’ =35 -

They were both silent for & moment;
_then Buckley sald comfortingly: “Well,
you must not grieve over it too much,
mother. After all, if may bDe better as

| | member every word the oid saint said. |
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“Yes; he took quite a load of worry
of my mind, thank you, madam.™
The major always sddreased ladies as
“madam” whom he did bot specially
ke, It was g way he had of leaving
the impression that he might or might
not remember their Naines. In the
same way be frequently greotsd cer
tain men whom he considered bemeath
him soclally with a vague "How do
“you do, siyY" However, his formality
of speech foday bad littie effect on the
visitor. I he had called her by ber
fiven pame, without a prefix, she would
not have apoken what was on ber mind
Oy soaner.

“Thar's no use bextin' the devil

1 as
wrong as you uns are [I'd want folks to
tell meof it. I'd want ‘em to telegraph
ef they couldf’t git to me right away.”

The Cranstons were all staring fxed.
ly. The warm color was rvislog in
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ley. An' what have you got
now, I'd like to know? After
that pitiful account In the |
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will bé heard. 1 want Lydia to hear
‘miore thao [ 4o you, fer 1 bDelieve she'll
att: Bhe's been blinded,

gr she's a
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