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be a gardener yet, lad!" she added, al-
most solemnly.

During the evening he asked her
how she had got on with the books.

But she was ready for the question.
She was ready for anything now. “The
Looks are mine now, Davie. ' I'll look
after the books, and—and you'll look
after the work that fills them.”

“Ye're a great wumman, Jess!" he
cried admiringly. *I'll take ye to the
next show, wet or dry!”
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1IN THE WOOD.

I*rotessional cardsa

I Amithwick . H. Banks s, WALLACE opened the
N NITHWICK & BANKS, door under the signboard
b)) which aunounced in faded

DENTISTS,
LOUISBURG, N. U,

letters the fact that the shab-
by old timber building was occupied
by “D. Houston, Joiner aad Glazier,”
and entered the workshop., It wus a
sultry afrerncon toward the end of
August, and within there was neither
movewient nor sound save among the
flies that hovered and buzzed against
the dirty small paned windows.

“Shope!” cried Mrs. Wallace, picking
up & bammer from the nearest bench
and thwmupiug viclently.,

Old Angus rose slowly from the bags
of sawdust whereon he had been doz-
Ing, a bLluckened clay pipe between his
teeth, and eame leisurely across the
fHoor, pecring drowsily at the visitor.

cifles o Hicks Buddiong, Main Street.
L]

| )}t. ARTHUR ul. FLEMING,

DENTISNT.
LOGISABURG, . - N, C,

iiflom Uvar The Uroeu & Yarboro Uo,'s
et LY

l )R.. i E MALONE,

FAACTICING PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.
LOUISBURE, N, U
ifloa ovar Ayeocke Drog Company.

l )]. .] . .I. MA‘\H-\Ti

“Aw, iU's yersel,” he muttered t,
recognizing Mrs. Wallace.
FHYAICTAN and SURGEON, “Aye, it's masel. Ye're busy the

day, shairly!”
castic swmile.
“Mphw!
to loek the
hnmoredly.
“Are ye no' feart to gang to sleep wi’
Fer pipe in yer mooth amang a’ thae
sticks an' shavin's?' she asked se-

e — slbie returned, with a sar-

I How vee Ayvocse Urag Lo sdrugstore [ was that busy I forgot

. door,” he retorted good
l)H. 3. P, BUR'T,

P HATTICING PHYHICIAN AND SURGLON.
Louisbarg, N. C. |
: verely,
e ia Uhe et et %] “Ma pipe's toom, as ye can see, mis-
N tress. If there was onythin' in it, ye
wadna ecatch me nappin’.”

“But whit wey dae ye keep an emp’y
pipe in yer mooth, man?”

“For comp'ny—jist for comp'ny. But
it’'s no’ vera entertainin’' comp’'ny, an’
whiles I forget it. Was ve wantin’
onythin' the day, mistress?”

"1 wis wantin yer maister.”

“He's no' in the noo.”

“l1 ecan see that for masel".”

“Weel, ye can believe ma word a8' the
better.”

Mra. Wallace gave an Ilmpatient sniff.
“YWhen 'll he be in%"

“He didna say.”

“Wull he Le iu the day?”

“He micht, an’ he micht no'.
¥e wantin' Lim parteeclar-like?”

*iye.”

“That's a great peety.”

“Tits, man! When wis he in last?”’

“Afore dinner.”

“An' whaur did he gang then?"”

“Hame to hig dinner. I dinna ken
what he was to get to his dinner,
though.”

“I wisno spierin'.”

“I thocht I wud save ye the trouble.”

Mrs. Wallace sniffed again. *“Ye're
gettin’ vera polite in yer auld age, An-
gug,” she remarked acldly.

“Ave. aye,” he returned, blinking
cheerfully. A man’s never ower auld
to learn. It's maybe different wi' a
wumman,” be added reflectively, with
an absentminded pull at his cold pipe.

Mrs, Wallace was teo well accustom-
ed to such sparring matches with old
Angus to be deeply offended Ly his last
observation. “Man, It's a peety ye
never got mairrit,” she remarked teas-
ingly.

“Ye're no' the first. to say that,
mistress,” he returned, with an irritat-
ing grin.

“TWell, I'm likely to be the lust!” snap-
per Mrs, Wallace. “An' I'll bid ye guid
day, ye impiddent auld man!” And she
turnced to the door, her beaded mantle,
which shie wore out of doors, summer
and winter, shaking, }1;11! with wrath
gnd half with amusement.

“0Oh, ve befter bide a wee,” bhe said
more genially, “What's yer hurry?”

“I dinnpa want to Keep ye aff yer
work,” sbhe retorted, facing round and
glancing meaningly at the bags of saw-
dust. “Wull David Houston be in the
ghope the morn's wornin'?”

“1 wudna say he’ll no"."”

#But wull he no' be in the shope fur
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“Ave, I daur say he'll be bere.”

“Are ye no' shair?"’

“Aye, I'm shair.”

“AMercy me!” she cried. “Whit wey
did ye no' say that at the beginnin’,
man?’

“Och, T didna ken ye was in a hurr§.
Ha'e ye a job for him?"”

“'Deed, aye. Ma coal cellar door's
a-wantin’ a new lock. I'm shair I tell't
Jegs to tell him about it mair nor a
month syne.”

“Aye. 1 mind him speakin’ aboot it
It was on the sclate, but maybe it got
rubbit oot. Mphm!' muttered Angus,
taking down a cracked school slate
from the wall. It maun ha'e got rub-
bit oot when he was writin' doon ither

\\' . H YARBOROUGH,J=

ATIORNEY AT LAW,
LOUISBURG. N. Q.
(iMea i Upers House bullding, Court street

41l legal business intrusted to him
wil. receive prompt and careful attention.

“ F. HOUCK,

orders. Ye can see fur yersel’ it's no’

Vi » there."”
SRR OR LSRR AMrs. Wallace examined the slate,
LOUISBURG, N. C. upon which there were several jottings.

“Weel, ye can pit it doon mnoo,” ghe
gald, curbing her temper.
“I'1l dae that, mistress,” he returned

T-ullng Agent for all kinds of Euallding
Wi, uiiwe. Artlatic santles sud Tiles. Arch.-
aylural Lealgns Sabmitted

= pleasantly. He drew the wristhand of
- his flannel shirt over his fist, and in a
HOTELR. twinkling the slate was clean.
“My! Ye've done it noo!" she ex-
FRANKLINTON HOTEL| .
FRANKLINTON, N. C. “What's ado?”

uye've rubbit oot a' the orders that
wis on the sclate!”

Apngus stared ruefully at his handi-
work. “Sirg, the day! I maun be get-
tin’ auid,” he sald dismally at last
#] hope the malgter 'll mind what wis
on the sclate.”

Mrs, Wallace refrained from making
an unkind remark, After all, she
argued to herself, David ought to at-
tend to his business personally, and he
was the one to blame.

\ “What did ye say ye wantit, mis-

S
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“No wonder! Tiwo first prizes! You'll

tress,”

asked Angus In a8 bumbled
vulte—"a door for yer coal cellar?’

“Ng, nal Jist a lock fur the door o
the cellar.”

“Jist that. Maybe vye wod write H
doon yersel', mistreas,” he sald, hand-
ing her the slate and pencil, as be al
wiays did to customers after offering to
take down thelr order.

Mrs., Wallace took the pencil and
flung back the right wing of her mantls,
“Whit'll I pit doon?’ she asked, laying
the slate on the bench and bending
over it.

“Aw, jist write 'Lock—Wallace." He'll
ken what that means”

“Mun, I wunner at ye keepin' sic a
bad pencil,” si® remarked as she
scrawled laboriously to the accompani-
ment of a hideous screeching. “It's
near as bad as playin’ the fiddle. Weel,
see an' no' rub this oot, Angus,” she
said, rising and adjusting her mantle.

“I'll tak’ care, mjstress,” the old man
replied in a subdued voice. le was
very much ashamed of himself and had
no heart for further chaff.

“Hns yer malster been buay the
week 7" inquired Mrs. Wallace.

“Oh, aye; @by busy.”

“WWhit's he workin' at the noo?

“I think it's bis carnations the noo”
bhe answered, and could have bitten off
his tongue the pext instant. “Ye
muckle sumph! Ye anld eediot!” he
siaid to himself. *“What did ye tell her
for " Then, pulling himself together,
he sald aloud: *“An' he's had a wheen
jobs aboot the place. 'Deed, aye, he's
been gey busy the week, mistress.”

Mrs, Wallace after a short pause sald
cuttingly. *I'll tell ye somethin’, An-
gus—yer maister ochit to think shame o
Lissel.”

“1loo daur ye?’ Le roared in a sud-
den passlon,

But the visitor, as though she had not
beard him, burried {rom the shop, bang-
ing the door behlnd ber.

Full of indignation, the old fellow
leaned tréembling against the bench,
drawing furiously at hls empty pipe.
“Hoo daur she say aic a thing?' he
muttered again and again, for the ad-
miration of his exlstence was centered
in DPavid Houston. Angus had room
in his heart for only one other person
besides David, the other person belng
his sister, a year younger than him-
self, but ten years fraller—in fact, an
invalid; hence the emptiness of hils
pipe. His modest supply of tobaeco,
purchased on Saturday, invariably
gave vut by Wednesday night unless
supplemented, as now and then it was,
by a gift from his master. His weekly
wage was small, but he did little for it
except make an occasional mistake
and David could not afford te pay him
more.

Mrs. Wallace had not intended visit-
ing her niece that afternoon, but she
changed her mind on leaving the joln-
er's shop and set out in the direction
of the cottage, filled with the idea of
surprising David at his gardening and
delivering him a lecture on “sticking
to his last.™

P'assing through the village, she
caught sight of the grocer who was
standing at his door moodlly survey-
ing 4 dozen or so fowls that were
scraping, pecking or bathing in the
warm dust of the road. He appeared
to be the only wakeful personage in
the locality, the other shops in the row
having their doors partly or wholly
closed and their blinds drawn down,
for the afternoon steamer, the arrival

“Hoo daur ye!” he roared.
5>f whicth always created a sjir, was

not due for half an hour. It was too
hot for cycfing or walking, and the
summer visitors remained indoors or,
at any rate, in the shadiest nooks of
their gardens. From the shore came
the chatter and laughter of tireless
children, the only human sound te be
heard.

Mrs. Wallace could seldom resist a
little chat with the grocer, the reputed
oracle of Kinlochan, and she halted
at his door, remarking briefly:

“Warm the day, Malister Ogllvy."

“Ye never sald a truer word, Mis-
tress Wallace. Are ye keepin' mid-
dlin' 7"

“Oh, I
trade?”

“Bad, extraormar bad; Dever seen
onythin' like ft.”

“It maun be gey bad, fur I've heard
ye eayin’ the same fur near ten year.
It's a gud job ye've no' a wife an'
weans.”

“It s that.

canna compleen. Hoo's

If 1 hadna been a single

man I wud ha'e been In the pulr's.

noose lang syne. Aye!” And Mr
Ogilvy stuck his thumbs in his wailet-
eoat arpmholes, half shut his eyes, drew
a long breath of misery and—looked
the very picture of ease and pros-
perity. T

graun’ trade wi’' a' thae simmer veesit-
ors. I'm tell't every boose on
shore's jet, an”"—

“Blmmer veesitors! Guid sake! I
wish ye kent the simmer veeait as
weel as I dae, an’ ye wudna be rak-
in' aboot graun’ trade! No' but what
there's a pickle dacent folk amang
them. But If ye wis In ma poseetion,
Mistress Wallace, an' seen the Loaies

boat frae the blg grocers ' the toon to
the—the simmer veesltors, ye wod - ye
wud—oh, [ dinna
dae! It's jist hertrendin’' An' me
keepin’ the best proveesions to bLe got!
Ach!
ower guld fur the -the stmmer veesit
ors!”

-
“Dae they get their proveeslons
chaper frae the toon?' put in Mrs
Wallace.

“I'll @0’ deny that they maybe get
twa-three things a ha'penny or a
penny chaper mor [ can sell them -
bottled peas, for instance; thze ‘pettit
poys,' ye ken. Aye, the ‘pettit pays’
is a guid example Maybe ye'll ha'e
noticed a vera stylish leddy that's been
bidin’ in the Grange since the Leginuin’
o July. Bhe's aye fleein' aboot In a
cairriage an’ pair, an'

“Aw, ye mean Mistress SBpright. 1
beard ber man wis awfu' wealthy "

“That’y bher. Aweel, she never cam’
ower doorstep till the day afore
yesterday—mna, It was the day afore

that—an' she left her cairringe an’' palr
at the door an’ walkit in as if she wis
Baum to buy a' I had An' I tell ye
1 was rale pleased to see her, fur |
kent hers wud be a graun accoont. 5o
1 says it's a fine day an’ got ready
ma book an’ pincil”

“Wis she jlat wantin’ change 7 asked
Mrs. Wallace.

“Na, na. Bat efter takin’ a luk roon
the place she splert If 1 had ony o
thae ‘pettit poys.’ At least | kent that
wis what she was efter, thougl she
saild KR In a kin' o' highfalutin strie
‘Pettee poas’ | think she s o'~

“That'll be Itallan may!.

“Weel, I dinna ken. But onywey 1|
had them an’' showed them to her an’
splert hoo mony bottles I wud send,
for of course yin bottle o' peas |s
naethin' to thae gentry. An wud je
believe It, Mistress Wallace she splert
the price, an” when [ tell't her she sa!d
she cud get them frae the toon a penny
a bottle chaper™

“Weel, I never!™

“l was vexed at that but [ didns
want (o loes her custom, an’' I sald |f
she was takin’ Ither proveesloos an
some o them's ¢ wi' me nor In
the toon—1 wad tak’ peuny aff the
pess. But she sakd she dldna want
onythin' else an' the peas was ower
dear, but she had been passin’ an’
thocht she wud gl'e me a trial. An',
seein’ she was gaun to huy naethin’
ava', I got kin' o' wild, an’ | says,
‘“"Deed, mum, it's a trial that's gey
bard to bear’ Buot she gaed oot to ber
calrriage wi' bher nose !" the air, as If
she badna heard me. An’ sbe's yin o
yer simmer veesitors that brings trade
to Kinlochan! Humph'

Bat this was pot the Informgtion
which Mrs. Wallace had boped ale
might galn from Mr. Ogilvy, who was
invariably a day before hls peigbbors
with the true news, not the mere gus
sip and rumors, of the district. Mms
Wallace bad bheard a ecertaln rumor,
and she was anxlous to bave It cun
firmed, {f posaible, ere she went to the
cottage, but Mr. Ogllvy lo his position
of oracie was not always in the Lumor
for consultation, and she felt It would
be vain to ask the guestion at the mo
ment, for just then the steamer appear
ed in the distance, and the grucer
seemed to be suffering from visions of
heavy consignments that beld no profit
for blmself.

Bo, with a brief adleu, she was turn
ing away when he sald abruptly: “If
ye're for Hazel Cottage, ye can tell
Davie Houston that Maister Mathleson
o' Arden Hoose 'll shin be wantin' esti-
mates fur repairin’ a' his greenhouses,
a fine big job, ower big fur Davie I
doot. But ye best gi'e him the hint, fur
I beard the jiners In Kl!imabeg an’
Falrport was efter 1. Weel, guld day
to ye. Ye'll no' be needln’ onythlin the
noo 7 concluded Mr. Ogllvy, who never
forgot businesa.

“I')l maybe see ye on ma road hame”
returned Mrs. Wallace as she bustied
off with her desired information. Aft
er some consideratiop by the way she
decided, though it did go agalinst the
grain. to tell Jess and not David about
the repairing of the Arden greenhouses.

Mra Wallace entered the garden of
Hazel Cottage to find the owner hend
ing over a ¢luomp of carnations as If Le
loved them, as indeed he did. At the
sight of him her expression softendd
somewhat, for, after all, It was one
thing to speak severely of David kous
ton and guite anotber to speak severely
to bim.

“Weel, Davie,” she sald, advancing
toward him.

“Mistress Wallace!” by exclaimed in
a tope that suggested he was glad to
see her, and be arose and shook bands
with her with the gueer mixture of
dignity and easiness that bad always
attracted her in the days when he was
courting her nlece. Mrs. Wallace had
many a time admitted to bherself—only
to hersfif—that there “wis somethin’
aboot Davie Houston she cudoa get
ower.”

“Yess 'll be richt pleased to see yeo
he went on, “an’ ye've jlst come |n time
fur a few o' ma carnations. Jess was
for takin' them to ye hersel’, but I
tell't her I wud be prooder to gl'e ye
them {ist oot the gairden. Ha'e! 8mell
that, Mistress Wallace,™ sald Darvid,

the |

ken what ye wud

|

Whiles I think the stuff [ keep's |

l

| 43 at leas than cost. J. I

\

with pride In hia voice, handing her a |

buanch of his blooma.

*“Mphm: It's no’ a bad scent that”
she sdmitted after a short inhalation
“It's pear as nice as cloves,” she added,
endeavoring to be gracious and won-
dering bew she could lutroduce the sub-
jeet of the lock for ber coal celiar door.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)
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