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-- "There's .'aaatiia twjy tut a tat
or a rtllwty c. ::' ' n,' r- -

' trrtr 1 lira, V7a!:ce aci'.:. .:t. . "Ai
ya say, the damla' o yer &'s

Is no sn swfo business, aa' It kec; ye
oot O tu:cLitt It's better f s-- e nor
Cst'j.' aboet an craclla wi ce
tours."

It Occurrt J to Jets to cTer, tb c'.J
lady. a fw nndsrnel socks to Uka
home with her, bnt sbe refnincJ.

Deed, aye went on Mrs. Wallace.
Fn g!ed ye've aye rlenty to das.

There's plenty clatteria. tonrnes la
KinlocLan wi'oot tilla' to them. - .As
I wis eomla'. aUc tL road Ibe coo
1 aeen Mistress Foulls leauia owe r the
hedge ha'eln' a cratk wr ilitres
McGreegor, an ye wud ha'e thoctt the
twa o them wis tryla' fur a prtza far
the yia that cud sret oot the maist
words in a meenit I wight ye had
heard the gabblin', Jess, fur it wU list
fabbliaLan: caethln eUc"

"Were they Quarrellagr '-

"Ka, na If they had been Quarrel tn.
there micht ha'e been some excuse, Iraa so o . cick wi'
when I'm pit oot But the twa of tLeia
wia JUt ha'aia' a bit crsok boot r.se- -
tlia In particular, an' when folks stairt
to crack about naethia' there's naethln
can stope them. Na." ,r

"Which deserved tha DiiMt'd? yoa
thinkT Jess asked for tha sake of say
ing Bometiung.- - - .

AwaeL I wndna Ilka to aay. hot I
doot Mistress Foulla wud wia In the
end fur Mlstreaa McGreegor'a that
atoot an gets oot brelth' efter an
oor or twa. It's practice that . keens
her ap, fur her an Mistress Foulla are
ye at it I never coma alang tho road

wfoot bearinV them, aa' I'm shalr 1
hope ye'll never ba like either . fhem,
ma laaa.:. :' t-- " .. ' -- . v- ; .

I hope not. Aunt Wallace" said tha
niece, with a amfla."- - . - - : j,.; 1

"But ye're nana tba jwaur o a bit
waraln'. Ta never ken whit's afore ya.
rva Been Boony a quia young yla Itka
yerser turn iatll a havarla hoddy jut
craa sneer want e plenty to dae. 80
Ifa a' fur yer guid If yer man's salr oa
hi socks." . Hera Mrs. Wallace picked

p one of tha article ia questloa and
exanuaad It critically. - ; ..: j i"I'm afraid I'm not a very neat da.ru-V-"

aaid Jems, partil irrUated and part
ly amused.;: V

"X wad ba telUn a lea If I aaid ya
wia," retorted her aunt "Maybe ye've
bearo. tan o tha man I canna mind
whether ha wia a salat or a eediot
that gaad aft oa a pilgrimage wi peas
la hJB shoes. Ear '.

Mrs Heaatoa laugbad good natured
ly. Tv hoard that ha boiled the peas
nrBVaaat--- '? s

"Mphntl I suppose ye're lateadln' fur
to hUa yer man's aoeks? St, ha, ba!
Tits, lassie; I'm no meanls to hurt yer
faeUn'a. Tar damin' laaa llst aa bad

a' that' Sea.. GKa yer acedia for
a .meenit'"' And tha aid woman pro
ceeded to gfra tha young one a short
abject lesson in darning. V--c

"I dont know how yom do B, Aunt
Wallacer cried Jeas at last, her slight
resentment giving pUcn to hooest ad
miration.' "Yea coald hardly tell It
waa a darn." - - -- : -

.
--ITavefsnf uit8re4 . Mrs. Wallstt.

trying not ta look pleased. -- "Bat ye
nee boa ifa done, ear : -

Tha yaang woman nodded. '
.

"U guidmaa aaed to say ha pre
ferred tha dams to the rest o' the aock
Ha wia an' anea blather, wia ma guld--

ha wis laavta, aaid Mrs.
Wallace, smiling a little lass coldly
thamhac woot "Aye, aye. He wis aye
peyia ' cotnpllmantB - of makin cocn-plalat- a.

YrU hardly aolnd yer Cade
Wanaee, Jaaar ' - " .;, . ' '

.

"Not very well " c .' r ,: --
:

"An ya canna ba expectii.to mind
him. -- Bat fur a man be wlsaa bad na.
be wisna had.- - In fac I mkht aay I
never keot a better man. An, efter n.
Ida "eonipUlnln micht ha'e been wamr.

his comptlmenta codna ha'e been
better. Ya see, he ay peyad a com
pliment JJst afore aa made a complaint
so I wia aya ready for the-- coco plaint
an X Jist never baedit There's naethia
cures a man's complaints quicker nor
peyin' nae . attentloa to theta. Yer
anda never complained twice about tha
an thiag.? He aye had nomethin
new, an that krp' him free gettin tire-
some. Deed. aye. he wlsna bad fur
a' Bnaa.. . Has yer ala mas begooa to
complain yetr-'- ; ::i ' v. -

Jasa laagfaed and shook her bead.
"AweeL there's time enough yet but

when ha begins ' dlnna fash - Tarsal".
Noe an then ya can gfa him a saft
answer Uka whit 1 used to gfa whiles
to yer uncle. I mind yiast ha sJep laf
tha mornln' aa' cam' doon late to his
breakfast l.r -- :

. -- Whit kep" yer Bays X. Oh, says
ba, Bmlln that aweet-ttk- e. I codna
helo turnin ewer an ha'eia' aaUher
wee hit dream aboot ye, ma dear.'
That wis. tba compliment Jess, an' I
kent fine there wis malr 'to come.
This ham's hauf cauld,' ha' aay a, lokln
at ma across the table. That wis the
complaint ye see. . WeI. - saya I.
wfoot loosln ma temper. If ye dlnna
eat It anick It'll be oult canld. He
never spoke-aboo- t ham a gala. .An'
as I wia aayin', a saft answer's worth
tryla noo an then!;' J ...

Mrsis Wallace . pa used for a few
seconds. Then, in her usual abrupt
fashion, she said, "An whit tuk DstU
to Glesca the dayr .
- Jess started. Her husband had rone
to town by the early steamer; and sbe
had been hoping tbat her snot waa
unaware of the fact "Did yon are
Davie, Aunt Wallacer she laQOlred.
stooping to pick up the sock she .had
dropped. - r

- OfHvy, the grocer, wis tellla tnh
seen him gaun on bnrd the bot 4n
twa three ithrfo!x la Klakx-ha- a wll
splerta' if I kent whit his buln"
wis.--.

-
'

Mrs.-I- I ou tton Ccsbed anrr!'y. "II!
buaincsa Is none s snyfcow
she said qnlckly.

"Och, y needrva fee p, Je. uU
the old woman Mwtblnjty, bat with s
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"But yCll be wanttn ta t..- -

ald David. - - -
"Aye. la ahe In the booar IUin

answered in the afflrmaUTe, ahe nod- -
uea-i- o jjavld and left hlnv deciding
fhatr after.allilMnlzlit be better to
mention her tsomplaint to her niece.

ene-roun- d - the younx woman in tba
kitchen with v her print aleevea roltedup and her. anus np to the elbow la

Preserye us I S Are ye tryln' jret baun.
at i the bafcin' noo?, shff exclaimed.
aeattng herself in the armchair.- -' " i

Scones,", replied Jeas. with a some- -
what ruefut smile,

"Ye're the yln fur tryinT -
Dyou. think;:! neyer socceed, auntT'.

"Whiles.-- 4Y9 canna expec.to ken
muckle ; aboot - keepin a hoos efter
workln' in an office.', But nae doot Tell
learn.' ; Let's see yln'oyer sconea,
lassie.", w''v""

Jess, wlth more color in hef face than
the fire had given It, passed one of her
productions to the old. lady and awaits
ed her yerdlct with dire forebodlnga.V

Mrs. . Wallace fingered the acone." bit
if, swallowed the - fragment with ex-
aggerated effort and --much facial eon'
tortion and solemnlv. - laid " tho : re
mainder --on the table. r

Her verdict was 'delivered. In a aingle
word.-,"Cahootchyr- c which Is Glasgow
for gutta-perch- -

Jess- - tried to . Bmile out " her lin
trembledVr 1 dldtf t think they, wrere
quite so tough as all that," she said,
recovering herself and refraining from
mentioning the faet that fiveor Tten
minutes before her annf 8 arrival --her
husband had eaten a couple with ap
parently supreme satisfaction.' v;---

AW, yeTl maybe 'dae better next
time.?-remarke- d " Mrsv Wallace doubt-
fully.' 'Dinna work wi' "yer aconea aa
if - they . wis 'claycf Dlnna press heavy- -

on them, furtye micht aa-we- pit them
through ; a ; patent : mangle Be awfu'
carefu wtihe"sQdy:anr ncX"letJt'ganjr
in lumps, fur a lump- - yi sod In ;
scone's, aa bad's a rid nole on a teeto-tale- rJ

'V;-,- " ; 'r '
S Mrs.: Houston laughed. I'm' much
obliged, . Aunt Wallace.' m Ttry t to
mind"; your - advice,, and . mayb aome
night, when :you come lo your tea: 111
have scones for you to try. -r- -c '.
f 'JDeed," aye.' c, Dlnna be 4owncasL

Try try try. again. 'Te'reyouJUT yet.
An' hoo'B Davie gettin'onr" Bhe In
quired suddenly. 1 " -

"Fine," replied Jess. "He'a had. a lot
of work this week." .

In the gairdenT said 3frs.iWallacay
glancing at the carnations lying m her

No. This' la the flrst ifternooa he's
bad time for the garden this week, j It
was I that kept him at homo this aft
ernoon, for I knew he was wearying
to look after his' carnations. They're
beauties, aren't they 7"

!Te dlnna notice If he waa wearym
to pit that new lock on ma coal cellar
doorl ' ;-- z. "

Oh, aunt, has. bV . IFor a .moment
Jess waa confused, r. Then ahe said:
I'm sorry I. forgot, to tell him about

the lock. . It waB my fault," r, "r,

Ye dldna forget to tell him. I wis
speakIn' to Angus (he day, an' he Bald
it had beendoon on the sclate, hut got
rubblt oot.' So . ye needna blame :yer-ser- .;

I pit it doon on the adate again
maserso he'll maybe mind afore the
years oot"-..- -. : '

111 remind him myself,' aaid X
She 'experienced a 'feeling - of disap
pointment, : foe; during the week' ahe
had. been elated ta observe the regular
and: almost twilling, fashion In which
her. husband attended to .his workv

There's vanlther thing .ye r can- tell
him." Mrs.: Wallace proceeded to re
tail tho information received from - the'grocer, concluding- - with: ?I doot ifa
ower big : a . job"fu . yer man 'but if11

be "a peety If a jiner ootslde Kinlochan
gets itr. Tve heard talk o anlther jlner
settin' np - In KInlochan, - an- - - if the
greenhoose Job waa gaun by.yer man
it - mlcht i come to malr 'nor talk,' an'
that wud be a bad, thing fur David
Houston:-- : an . yersel', " Jess. 'Vweei; v I
maun be off.r J

MWait Aunt -- Wallace and 111. get
you a cup of tea. . '"r". sf "

-
"Na, na. . NeverT-hee-d the teu Iva

got "ma Judgers; toluk' after. f .Never
tak' in ludgers, ma lassie, ,They're jist
a torment..- - I never,done It afore thu
year, 'nV. I'll never dae'f again, never.
It's, hard earned siller.-- , I thocht I wud

--What have they been doing now- l-
"Aw, naethlnr new, Jisf the same

auld gemm-comi- nr doon 'with the late
boat when, I've got 'their, teas 'ready
fur the early yln, an', comln' wir the,
early yin when I'm no lukin' fur them
till., the late Tin, an, sleepin' In r the
mornln'- - an sweerln' .1 never wakened
them when ma haun's salr wi' chappinV
at the bedroom doors, an eryin oot fur
suppers hot; suppers, mind- - ye at ,11-o'cloc-

at nlcht, an' hammerin'-the- ir

hired plany ' an' singin', an : smokln'.
an playln calrds till 2 1' the mornln',
an weel," thelt: time's up at the end
o; no, be greetin
to see their hacks. Guid kens when
ril get the smell o' smoke oot ma paur-lou- r.

Kae niair ludgers fur me." --- :

": A minute later Mrs. Wallace took her
departure, and Jess set' about tidying
up and preparing the evening meat- - -

Afterward, as she and Davie sat in
the 'garden- - enjoying the cool .breexe
that had risen at lost, Jess referred to

"You know- - Davie"; she Bald. "I
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happened. Angus told aunt that her
order for a, lock for her coal eeOar
door had been rubbed out soma time
ago."- - rs:j.4Oh;ye'ra no' to blame Angus 5fur
that, Jess, far I rabbit it oot mMT.H

-- weiv.you see, you've a forgotten
about the lock. .': -

"But I dldna want to mind aboot the
lock. .Yer aunt's no needla a lock on
her cellar door, ,: TVha's gaun to ateal
her eoalsT . - o.vh; Davie you're the queerest tsda.1T- -

cried, , half lauching..- - "It doesn't
inatter to na what people need; Ifa
what they ask for." , - -

.
. ."But I we dlnna keep a lock oa ooe
cellar - door C Yet: aunt has: a anlh . on

' ? . - p -

Bra I
1

J
L '. U

"I momm o ifcjat Joof A erUd.
nera, an tnairs aL ane needa,'. - Ara y
wantln' ma to pit a lock oa her cellar

J,Ot course, Ifa traaineaa, DavW."
t-- --Aweet I'll so aboot it, ha return
ed in tone of reelgnationv j-'--

rToinonow,::I)anslt;Si5 .'7r MyAja, maybe the njorn."':--

.With which answer Jess had to ba
content A aa rat In her eager-ne- ss

to tell him aboat the Ardan green- -
house She let the matter fire?.-- ; Che
told him . brieu. --s r

To her delight ha beeama enthusias
tic at onca;:--- -

' "I . maun- - get that Jbr ha cried.
"My! Ye sod see the gslrdane at Ar
denSooaa. I wud Ukf the Job Jist to
be workln' thera.' v,'-- . ' ' - - ;

Bt yon mustn't , run away and of
fer to do it for nothdnsVBha
smiling.' 4"j-r4:?c2-:v- ', ;.r--

-

lr"lae ears, Jeaa. v YeTI keep ' bm
ncbt when we makrup the aat2maU."

qtxjetly. bnt
looking pleased.alt was sweet to think
.that: already' he. reeognlsed in .her a
nnie mora xnan tna. nousawue. ;;

,n MIH gang lo'Arden tha morn,,; ha
went on. - I ken the held gardener,
an hell nV. let. his malster gang past
a KInlochan 4nan . If ha can help it
Aye, I think I'U get the Job, Una, an
then yeU , no be aya tbinkin --we're
jraun;-banfaupt;- i

rra au I never" aha begasv
whiles when yere workln at

the --books ye Ink unco' serious. No
but "whBt',1 used: to-In- k ahat way
maseT afore-y- e. tuk chalrg.-o- : tha I
n. T 4

OOOKB.-- -
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fTb books are getting cheerier every
day", lad,', 'she said. And so they were,
hut veryvery little. There was n big
account: due to David'a principaitim- -
ber merchant which: soraettmes kept
$errawaka at night. . Still thara.wM
an Improvement and if David got tha
Arden job aha felt ha would ba wall on
his way out of tha' wood which ho did
not know he waa wandering in.
iTm shalr I dhana kenwaat I wud
dae wan tin' ye, Jess," he marmored.

A fortnight later" David Houston's
estimate was accepted."

l'nKtogettwa men to help me," ha
told hls wife.--"If;th- e'. beat: peyln
Job I ever had.VDeed,.ye'ra tha wunv
man to msk:up an estimate-- :' An, boo
ye micht jist write to Hardy Son for
the wudd.-r- H tell ye what to ssy."--

So Jess m her beet.5 business., hand
wrote to tho great timber, merchants.
" And two days went past:
J And on ;tha third morning, David
HoustooSfas Bitting Uh the arnKTjalr.
his. face in his hands, crushed and mis
erable. vi'd:"-:-.-- :

JessTpale, but firm, was reading for
the third time the following --typewrit
ten --words

Dear Sir W resrat wa cannot nae our
war to cxacuta your order ( raatardays
data -- until ' roar - currant account ttata- -'
tacnt Inclosad). which, you Btuat ba awnra.
Is vary much nvardoa. In settladU. Tour
checar par ratura will oblis touts truly.

- HAHUI uoti.

CHAPTER IlL,
v A WAT OCT."'

US. WALLACE found Jess sit
ting In the cottage porchn darnlne her hnnband's socks.

Ye Jidna expee to see me
the day," she' said, shaking bands and
taking the chair which Jess vacated.

- "But I'm glad tosee.you Annt Wal-
lace. How are the lodgers attics sal"
Jesa spoke hurriedly. Her-- tLouibts
had not been entirely with t':.e socks.
r The ludsers Is gettin on Cne," said
Mrs. Wallace sourly. .."hut they're get'
tin aft the morn's mornln', a'n ye
see.: I'm no" whit ye wud ca' con
sumed wi' grief, noo are ye rtttin'
on yersel', lastly

? "First rate." -

Mphm! 'I see ye're at the darnln'."
r "It's got to be done, Aunt Wallace.

"That's wtit ye'll te Barin 7 yr
efter this. If ye're e?are3, let ye'll no
ay it as cbeery-Uie- . Ka.

-- Jess lar-v- .i cot altc-tl;- r trt'.j.
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don't-blam- e Angus. He's getting old,
and you can't expect him to be very
brisk, i But you'll have to lock after
the orders yourself.- - If11 never do to
put. things on the slate If he's goto; to
rub them out", ; '.

"Puir auld Angus f said David, with
a lenient smile. "He does his best
Onywey I "think I can mind a that
was on the sclate the day; Dlnna' fash
yersel' aboot It lass. -

Tra r!ai yo cza c'.rj ts cr::i, Jtfi.--r 1", it's ret er "j 1 1 t
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