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-said presently, trying to laugh.
a8 part in peace, as the hymn says.” —

| g6 whispered Jess.

1
e

ed. “Yon'll make me lose my steamer,
and it's the Jast tonight.”

She paid no attention. = ! SR
“I was ‘only joking, 'Mrs. Houston
You've made me feel an awful ass,” be

“Let

. Her face, if anything, grew more de-
termined. “You must wait, Mr." Dob-
bie, till T bave explained matters to
Mr, Housfon."= - . ' & e
“You intend to tell kim everything?
“Everything” . .° . :
The man considered,  and when he
you wish to make your husband a

“You sald ‘three months, Mr. Dob
bie.”

“Did I

“0Oh, you—youn"—

He, knowing the situation was his,
advanced toward her, saying politely,
“Kindly open the door.”

She turped the key mechsnically.
“Till this day week,” be sald pleas-{
antly as he passed into the lobby. “Hel-
lol” a3 y :

“Hullo yersel'” said the aggrieved
volce of Mrs. Wallace, who had just
come from the kitchen, Bavillg entered
by the back door, “Whit's ade? Wha's
this?" !

“It's all right, Aunt Wallace,” sald
Jess, trying to steady bher voice as she
followed her unwelcome visitor fromr"

wildly. i
“Sic bein’ the-case, he's nae freen
o' mines,” mutfered Mrs, Wallace,
“Young man,” she ‘wuddenly roared,
“quit spilin’ the sneck o’ that door an’

pey attention to me.” -4
“Confound this lock!” grunted Mr.
Dobbie, with another wreneh at the
handle, == i
“Bad language 'l no” help yel” eried
Mrs. Wallaee. - - > e
“Who's the old party?’ he exclaimed
angrily, turning to Jess. — :
“Auld pairiy)” the aont almost
shrieked. “I'Nl auld pairty ye, yeo tai-
Jor's dummy, ye penny masher, ye''—
“Amnt, aunt!” protested Mrs. Hous-
ton. - z <
“Haud yer tongue, lassie! I'm f{ist

beginnin’! Whit bhas the man-stolen,
Jeus?” e =
“Oh, nothing, nothing?™ :
“I'm glad o hear ye eafched him in
time, but 'l pit 1 iis on Kis track
ha'e ye got 10 séy fur yersel, eh?”

ehant turmed on her, “Show me how

to open this curded door, or’—
“Whisht, jman!

wi'oot sweerin'.” ;
“Aunt Wallace, for my sake let him

-~ “Fet him gang? Nae fears. Wait till
Davie comes hame, an' he'll mak' eol-
lops o' this braw bit ¢’ mankind. I'm
no' feart fuor him. I'Hl stab him wi’ ma
umbrella as shin as luk at him.”

Fyou know who I am?” be roared. -
“Wha?” sald ‘Mrs. Wallace; -
 © “My name. is Dobbie.”

| “Pm male curious 9 ken whif yer

i

ngtur’ is.” _ Ay s
‘And F1I tell - you -now that Mrs

Trady t
i oilens A itis ASTG
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C
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Ye're bad emough |

tell me whaur I cud get the len' o’ for-
{y pound the morn’s morniy’,”

- “l"oi'ty pmﬂro

“Mphm! D’ye ken onybody wha wud
ask na& questions an’ plt the money in
ma haun fur aboot three month?"
“Are ye serious, Mistress Wallace?”
“Aye, I'm serious, Maister Oglivy”™
The grocer fixed his eyes on a tin of
sardines and slowly said, “Aweel, 1
may say I ken the person ye're spierin'
aboot exat’ly.” :

CHAPTER VI
A LITTLE WABMTH AND A lmraze
DME in to your tea; Davie!"
. called Jess from the door of
the cottage. p

— v . “T'm jist eomin',” replied
her husband, who was bending over a
plot under the wall.

earth. “D'ye like sweet peas, Jesa?"
“Yes, but I don’t like old tes and cold

patiently, “Come, Davie,”
“T'll. be 'in the hoese in twa ticks,
The warl's

she said egdly. ’
“Are ye angry wi' me, Jess?' he

asked anxiously.

“Angry? Why should I be angry?
~ “J—I thocht ye wasna pleased at—at
somethin’,” he answered lamely. “¥Ye
see, I forget the time ‘when I'm at ma
gairden, an’ "— .

“QOh, be quietl”

i a _loud whisper, “Miss Perk’s In the

buttered toast,” his wife returned im- |

“Oh, pever mind. It doesn't matter,” |

and Mr,

<“Wha csn that fu’"_lﬂl t-r hus- !

band. “It's past Postie's time. Wgll 1)
gang an’ see, Jess?" + RSN .
< “Yes,” anid Jess in & choked volce.

-
{

in. No; she's away™
She heand the front door sbut, but
the volces began agaln. -

“He’s taking her (nto the parioe!™

Fresently the kitchen door ‘opened,
and David looked Ine “Jess,” he sald

pauriour, wantin’ to see ye™

“Is she?" ‘sald bis wite languidly,
turning the water on to-a sateer. -
+Ye'll no’ be lang, wull ye?”
“I don’t know bow long I'll be.”
“But she—she’s wantin' to sée ye par
teeclar,” he said, entering the kitchen.

“What about?”
“I didua spier. But ye'll no’ be lang,
wull ye, Jess? T'll gang an’ tell her
ye're fist comin’, an’' them I'll get on
wi' plantin’ the sweet peas. Ebh, lass?”
“Seeing you asked Miss Perk (nto the
homyouhldbeuergolmlteephﬂ
company till I'm ready,” said Mra
Houston ealmly.
"But“-"
“T ean't dbe ready for balf an hour.
The tea was so late tonight.”
“Hauf an "oor! Au’ what wod I sey
to her for hauf an® ‘oorp”’
“You might ask bher If she likes
sweet peas,” apld Jess, apd sbe could
:uve bitten ont ber tdngue for saying
t.
For a momeént or:two her hushand re-
garded her with puszled eyes, Then
his face reddened.
“T'm vexed if I've done the wrang
thing, dearie,” he said gently. “The
sceds can bide, I'll gang into the paur
lour #n' dae ma best to—to be pleesant.
an' a" the rest 0" 't " If ye like, I'Il pit
ber oot the hoose™

“Poor Davie!
Iy made me lmugh sooner!
be guick and go after him. "™
Within ten minntes, her cheeks flush-
eyes very bright, she open-
of the parlor.

was sitting In the window,
ouston occupled an inch or
nearest the door, the
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