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JX8 WE inay Imagine the result from

JLuke vil. 16-18, we read that after

And this rumor of Him went forth

S

Lesson - I1l. — Second Quarter,
for A,Prﬂ 17, 1910.

Text of thé Lesson. Matt. =i, 1-19,
Memory Verses. 4. 5—Golden Text,

| John v 36—Commentary Prepared by|

Rev. D. M, Stearns.

After the commission of last lesson
#oth Jesus und His disciples depart =
tud went through the towns prenchiog
the gospel and bealing every where.
See verse 1, with Mark vl 12-13; Luke

such a passuge as Matt. v, 24. In
Jesus ralsed the widow's son to life
the people xtutll!ed God, raying that a
great prophet is risen up among us
and that God hath visited His people,

throughout all Judea and througbout
all the reglon roundabout. And the dis-
clplés of Johu showed him of ullMthese
things. This expluins how, according

to verse 2 of vut lesson, John heard K
the prison the works of Christ. We
learn from chapter xiv that John was
put in prison because he had fearlessly

coorts ot the State |-
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.| God and man.

| God, whose we are and whom we serve,

™ meesenger who would prepare the way

-{over all the earth. When the kingdom

| be greater thav the greatest here Io a

Fend-—so_cantlugully bebold [Timn ns_to

# The EThgdom sullering vlolvnce 4 versa

‘| gressors, reviled. and persecuted for

| giveth poWer to the fafnt, and to them

d sin [u high places, a danger-
ous thing to do If one’s own comfort is
considered when the powers that be
are lu league withthe devil. So M-
calah, son of Imla, found It when for
speaking the truth he was put in pris-
on and fed on the bread and water of
affliction. Zechariah, son of Jebolada,
was stoned to death becmuse he test|-
fied that the people were In troubde be-
cause they bad' forsaken rhe Lord (11
Chiron. xviif, 25, 28; xxiv, 20, 21). The
hatred of the world, bowever, is not
-strange, for the devil.is the god of this
age, and he is the great adversary of
But when one Is suffer-
Ing for righteousness’ sake and our

seems not to hear us and sends no. de-
liverance then It becomes very perplex-
ing to any but the strongest falth, Hee
Joseph as sluve nnd.prisoner. Martha
and Mary with a slck and dylng broth-
er and John the Baptist seemlogly
neglected and forgotten. In reply to
John's question by-his twe disciples
Jesus In that same hour wrought' many
miracles and sald to the m
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“Go and shew John agaln those things
which. ye do hear and see" (verses
8-8: Luke vii 20, 21). He also snid us
much as “Do not be offended. John, it
1 do ngt come to see you, and do not
think it strauge if | do not release
you" We must remember His words
in John xvi. %3; Isa. 1, 10. €

The messengers from John having
departed. Jesus sald to the multitude:
concerning John that he was the onr
foretold by Isaluh and Malachi as the

Of the Messlah (Isa. xI, 3; Mal. AL 1).
He uiso said that among them that
arp bort-.of women there hath not
risen a greater than John the Bap-
tist (verse 11). -We remember that
Gabriel sald, “He shall be great ln the
sight of the Lord, * * * he shall b
filled with the Holy Ghost, * * * p,
shall go before Him In the spirit and’
power. of Ellas” (Luke L 15-17)—oot.
great in the sight of men, but ready to
teatify or suffer or dle that God may
be glorifled. 1o connection with John's
greatness our Lord added, “He that
is | in the kingdom of heaven Is

r thau he"” (verse 11). This has
perplexed many because, perhaps, they
have not noticed that Jesus did not
'say “the least In beaven.” but the
least in the kingdom of beaven, or
kingdom of God (Luke vil, 28), which
menns the kingdom to be set up on
this earth when Jesus shall be king

comes John himself shall be greater
than be ever wis when here In Bumillu-
tlon. The least {v the glorified hody.
llke Jesus Himself (1 Joho HI, 2, shall

mortal body. There I8 more light for
us upon this In due time, but let us con-
sider the grentness of belng “like [1im"
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be more like Him now,

120 evidently refers to the vidlence
which Jubn was vow suifering and
which Jesus, the IKlng was soon
suflfer at the hands of (he Fiters.  See
Luke xvl.716. I V. They kil toe
beratd und nlso eruelly wnrdered the
King. Thev ithey visenily presed
agninst the kingdom und coussd fis
postponemeid tlll- He shall come ngaln
In His glory. Stephen sumimed It up
In bis disconrse wheén he sald, “Ye
St necked and unelrenmelsed in heart
nod eurs, ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost—ns ﬂmr futhers did. o do ye,
Wihilcls of the prophets hove not yoor
fathers persecuted?  And they have
slaln them which shewed Iwfore of the
coming of the Just OUne: of whom ye
have bvwn pow the betrayers and mor-
derers” (Acte vil, 51, 52,

Joho the Baptist enme In the spirit
and power of Elljoh, and had they re-
celvedd him and the Mesainh whom he
heralided  the  kingmlom  wounld  have
come (verse 141 but, baving acted ns
they did, the real Elljah must come 4o
herald the return of Christ in glory
(Matt. xvil. Hr13)  Let those becelve
it who cap.

They sald that John bud a demoun,
and Jesus they ealled a glutton and a
winebibber nand & friend of publicans
and sinoers. We must not therefore
think It strange If we receive similar
treatment and nre numbered wirh trans-

His sake. We must consider Him who

that have no might He Increaseth

strength. :
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