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EXECUTIVE MANSION OF CALIFOEB- | Farniers Union devote all its energles

. NIA BLOWN UP.

One Wing of the Bullding Destroyed
By Exploslon; Governor and Family
Sleeplng In Another Wing, Uninjur-
edj/Believed That Bomb Was Placed
With the .Deliberate .Intentlon .of
Taklng Governor's Life.

. Sacramento, Cal,, Dec. 18.—What iss
belleved to have been an attempt to
kill Governor Willlam D. Stephens by
means of a powerful explosive bpmb
at midnight last night resulted in the

wrecking-of the executive mansioy, the [ gppropriation to secure a cotton grader

entire rear-end of the butilding being
blown out. The Governor and Mrs.
“ Stephens as well as the household ser-
vants, wereaslee p at the t.l.me and ‘all
escaped injury.

Two men were seen fleelng from the

" Yiohse immediately after the explosion

The detonation of the explosion was

‘heard all over the city and windows
were brokén—by the force of it two or
three blocks away. It was belleved
that from twenty to twenty-five sticks
of dyan.lmita were used.
-Govemor_ and Mrs. Stephens were
asleep in the wing of the house ad-
jolnihg ‘thé spot where the explosion
occiirred, but beyond a neﬂoua shock
they were unharmed.

The attempt occurred just as the
puard was being changed. H. Claus-
sen, one of the watchmen, waa the

= ilrst on the scene, having passed the
:tat but a few minutes before the ex

p.osion. Clausen said he was cer-
talp T wog nothicg ![‘msuﬂ! ooeour.
ring o the grounds. He expressed
thie wugpision that the explosion wes
thrown*fiem an a&lley which runs
along the rear of The house at a dis-
tance of about forty feet from the

porch under whici the charge was set

off. . !'.i'l"a- E ‘ "
A hole several feet deep was torn 1

the ground beneath a bay window At

the rear of the structure and the en-

tire wall up to the second story was*

wlown away.
was' aroused an
scene a few minutes after the explo-
sion, There was scarcely a house :n
the block which was not damaged.

A man was noticed lurking abour
the executive mansion, it was said, &
week ago. .

"a}t“rzardmu to my judgement," sald
"Governor Stephens, “the bomb -~ was
thrown from the alleyway about forty
feet to the rear of the manslon and
did not light as far under the housc
as its owner had Intended. I am
strengthened in this statement by the
fact that the back gates were both lock
ed as usual and the watchman had via-
ited the basement just a few minutes
before the explosion occurred. He
says that when he passed the steps he
turned his flashlight on the placewhere
indications prove the bomb was placed
and at that f'me there was nothing
there.”

The Governor was prubahly the calm
est of the_group that surveyed the
wrecked mansion.

Detectives searched the down-tpwn

" rooming houses without suscess for
a man #ald to have been In the neigh-
berhood of the mansion early in th
evening. g
-~ Willlam D, Stephens became Gnv.
ernor of Callfornia last spring when
Governor Hirnm Johnson assumed |
duties ns United States Senator las
week Governor Stephens made a seric-
of patriotic addresses in southern Cal
ifornia, dealing largely with the dutiss
of Californians In suporting the na
tional government durlng the war.

Tlie entire neighborhoog

A
Farmers Ullo‘ Elects Officers.
At the meeting of the County Far.
mers Union Thurnd,ay Mr. Harris de
clined to ding hi I
as Prosident, and the following were
elected officers for 1918:
John A. Boone, President
Q. W, Eaves, Vice President. '
J. C. Jones, Secretary-Treasurer.
D. V. Cheeves, Conductor.
W. D. Bowden, Doorkeeper.
Executlve Comfnittes, J. 0. Green
Rev. J. U. Téague and W. H. Guptcs
Bonnle Bunn, Organizer, Lecturer.
The following T€&futlon was adop
ted and the soaloty wan requested 1
seofd a copy each to the Franklin Time
and the Progressive Farmer.
» Belleving that we can do our bes.
work when we have some definite ol
ject to accomplish, or spme specific’

14

~=task to perform we malle the tollowin.

. Tesolutfin: -
Mud. that t.ho :I‘nnkun counu

a crowd was on tha |-

| Cross Christmas,

in the year 1918 to accomplishing the
following objects: First, to uotying
a greater interest of the Tarmers.ln
the Farmers Uuion Tibacco-Warehouse
80 that we may obtain a fair share ot
his patronage. X
Second, the organization of a cétton
exchange through which the farmers
may pool his cotton and cottonseed
and obtain the hlshest market, brim
for each. s

Third, l,oinduce our board of Co vty
Commissioners to make the necessary

for the county so that we may knlw
that we are receiving the highest mar-
ket price for each grade of our cotton
Fourth, that we organize a bran:h
of ‘the Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance
~ounty. )

Sixth, thatt we encourage the organ-
{izatlon of boys corn and pig clubs and

canning club# in the County.
ixth, that we encouraget the organ-
ization of Rural Credit Unions and a
more active participation in the Na-
tiona; Farm Loan Association. .
Eleventh, that twe endeavor to get a
Traveling Library placed In every
school district in the County, and that
we encouragethe organization of de-
bating socleties in the rural schooldss-
tricts and every other agency tending
to promote a happier rural life among
our farm folk.
Eighth, that we make speclal efforts
‘to increase our membership and win
the banner offered by the State Union
to the County Union making the great”
est gain in membership.

We want to do something this year
and want you to help us. N ]

One thing we did not have in out
resolution but which I think will give
the farmers greaters pride is printed
stationery, you might pay special at.
tention to that also during the year.

. Yours sincerely,

. Joseph C. Jones.

FIRST RED CROSS CITRISTMAS,

Something has happened. A simple
and thrilling thing that brings some-
thing of real greatness to our lives,
humble as uxe}: may be,

It is the observahce of our first Red
One cannot havef
even the thought of its appropriateness
and its significance in this world of an-
guish without having touched the high-
est thoughts of all the world—that
which was given on the kit iy —we
are celebrating—"Behold, 1 bring yo.
good tidings of great joy which shall
be to g1} people;” and that which was
expressed In the Red Cross Trealy
made by nations,

of the enemy should be sac_red to the
Red Cross,

This is a Christmas when we cannot
gea our new young soldiers, strong and
am‘ught of back, without visioning
those others whom war has made help-
less. We cannot see the hapiness of
our children without thinking of thosc
little ones in Wurope who have starved
to death. _*== -7 =n connot deck our
clildren’s Cu. ..o trees without re
membering tliat He \._. whose honor
they are was & “man of _sorrows and
acquainted with grief.”

In the Red Cross campalgn for 10,
000,000 new members during the week
preceding Christmas there is scope for
all our tenderness, all.our richest im.
aginings, all our mew-born phyver of
simplicity of heart, all our sibill-
ties of servica

The Red Cross Chapters have asked
all members of the Amerlcan Red
Cross to take part In a stmple cere
mony on Christmas Eve—the placing
through a Red Criss service flag on
the widow pane. This flag s a plec
of white transparent paper, blue-bor
dered, with the sign of the Red Cros-
five Inchea square in the center, an
smaller crosses to Wa adled for ear
«if the hohzehald
ilig Red Cress, It 3 .un o
service In this unexamiled
symbol so instinetive o
Cross will glow from ‘e
our homes over the lengtl aud bread
of the land, sending out the Christa-
message tothe world, anrt'telltn'x ny
only the passer-by, but fnr-o: .
that just' as our boys and men are -
‘ng new strength in thelr new sar-
fices, 80 may we thronel cur new
vice '
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INLCTIYITY CONTINUES IN

FRANCE AND BELGIUM

Foray Into North Sea and Surprise
Convoy of Merchant Ships, Sinking

sels and 4 Mine Sweepers.

on the northern front from the direc

in disorder the war office announced
today.

~—In the Caprille region the Italians

attacked and then were counter-at-
tacked. Finally the enemy had w
withdraw to the positions from which
he started.

The period of ﬂrl.l.ml inactivity con-
tinues in France and’ Belgium except
for reciprocal bombardments in var-
lous sectors and here and there small
operations by reconnoitering parties
Only on the northern Itallan fromnt
have there baen"'sangulnnry encount-
ers between the opposing infantry and
in these the Austro-German forces
again were defeated in attempts t ad-
vance toward tho Venetian plains.
Caprille Hill, at the head of the San
Lorenzo Valley, whers last week the
Italians were forced to cede ground,
|again has been attacked by the enemy
but the opunuona brought him noth.
ing but heavy casualties as he was
driven back to his former line.
German naval forces again have
made a foray into the North Sea and
surprised a convoy of merchant ships,
sinklog onc Lritlsh apd five neutral
vesscls and four mine sweepers.

Of gwo Dritish destroyers escorting
the-vessels one was sunk and the other
damaged. The German {orces, so far
as {8 knowfi. consisted of four destroy-
ers. Whether any of their wveosels
were hit has not been made known.

That German war craft recently have
been operating close to the Englisn
coast has been made known officially
in the House of Commons by an-
nouncement that on December 12 two
neutral merehagtmen and a trawler
weresunk off lat&moulh of the Tyne
rivar.

The official text of the armistice be-
tween the Russians and the Teutonic
lallies confirm the unofficial deports
that it Is to run from December 17 un-
til January 14. The compact embracez
«.1 the fightng fronts where Russian
treops nave been engaged and also
exteuds ‘o the naval forces or the con-
tracting parties.

MEN SUBJECT TO DRAFT CAN
STILL VOLUNTEER.

Can Get Into Serviee, However, Only
Through Local Boards,
Washington, Dec. 17.—Provost Mar-
shall Genera] Crowder today issued to

of draft age may join the' colors %W
their own request. White men onily
will be accepted and they may enlist
only 'in the infantry, signal corps, med-
ical corps and quartermaster's depart-
ut.- Supply conditions are such,
General Crowder said, that no men ean
be accepted in the coast artillery, ﬂe}.i
artillery, cavalry or engineers corps.
Volunteer enlistments in the regular
army by men of draft age ended at
noon last Saturday and they may be
inducted iInto service now only
through their local boards.
_ All those golng into the infantry will
be sent to Camp Greene, Charlotte, N
C., except men from Pacific coast
states.
- Transportation and subsistence ex.
pense to the camps are to be furnished
volunteers by the loeal boards.

Centrad Committee Appolnted.
‘County Chairman, W. H. Yarbor
ough has named the following as m.tm_
bers of the Central Committee for
Franklin County in the Campalgn for

who will with himself conduct the cawm.

ough, Chafrman, E. L. Hest, County
Bupetintendent of Education, Mrs. )
A, Turner, Chairman Women’s Nation-
al Defense Council, Miss Pauline
Smith, Home Demonstration Agent

CHfton, E. H. Malone, Mrs, J. M, Allen
Mrs. F. B. McKinne.,.

A meeting of this Committee ha:
heen galled for this evening at 4 o'clo ¢
for the purpose of orgnnizing '
The meseting will be held i
the ofices of White & Malone an ¢
ery, member s urged to be present.

o

Governors new rules under which mm%’l

HOW ITALIANS BLBW UP AUS-
TRIAN wummrs. .

German Naval Forces Agaln Make a Work Dene n, Two Torpedo Boats

Which Entered Harbor of Trieste.
‘Washington, Deec, 17.—Two Italian

One British and Five Neutral Ves- |(5rpedoe boats under Lieutenant Com- |terest: ”

mander Rirzo composed the force

December 9.and torpedoed two Aus-

seen to sink. Details of the exploslon
were given in dispatches received to

day by the Italian embassy.

The raid was planned when it was
learned that the Austrians were pre-
paring to.send from Trieste two ships
of the Monarch type, with their 240
millimeter guns, to bombard the Ital-
an coastal positions. Lieutenant Com.
mander Rizzo, with two boats, dashed
into the harbor, while the remainder
of the torpedi boat division kept out-

Through a heavy fog the little craft
reached the extremity of Muggia
Pier. Mine fields and other obstruc.
tions were located, and eight large

saga were cut. Other obstructions
were weighted and sunk sufficlently
for the boats to pass over.
Austrian searchlights: were being
played on the waters, but the torpedoe
boats succeeded in entering the ifiner
port without being sighted.

Two Austrian battleships-wera an-

bor near Point Sabba. The Itallan
vessels approuched cautlously and at
2:30 a. m. Monday the two torpedy
boats simultaneously launched foilr
torpedoes at the battleships. All four
exploded. Rizzo reported that the
battleship Wein, nearest the attacking
vessels, was observed to sink n five
minutes, "While the other battleship
cortainly was struck, thougl it was
impossible to discover the damage,
Austrian batteries opened fire and
searchlights swept over the waters
The lights located the attacking ves-

does were fired, but the Itallans re-
turned safely .

Christmas Savings Clubs A Success,

As will be seen from their adver-
tisement in another column, and to
which your attention is directed, tle
Christmas Savings Club for 1817 of r.:m
First National Bank was a big success’
The total number of meemberes was
400 and the mmount saved = totaled

$6,022. This represents a blg sav
ing when ft §s remembered that
the amounts deposited each week

were amall and only r¢presented small
change that would otherwise been
spent_for something of no value. The
system, which will be continued, is a
splendid one as aside fromt the advan-
tage it offers to save the small change
it f8 an education within itself of hab
itual saving ‘which is 0 much needed
Aamong our people. If you have not
been a member heretofore Join the new
club for 1918 and you will learn to ap-
piclate It more every week as the
club advi ces. }

Returns to Loulsburg,

The members of his congregation
itd many others in° Loulsburg ar:
proud of the fact that Rev. N. 1. D
Wilson has returned to Loutsburg as
pastor of the Methodist Chureh, Dur
ing his stay here the past year he has
endeared himself to our people througn
his thorough consclousness of doing
his work on an especially high level
of efficiency and has impressed us wity
his earnestness In his work for the
cause of Christ. We are glad to know
that he and his good wife will remain
with' us for at least another vear.

Mr. Watson Reslgns .As . Assistaat
Cashler First National Bank.
Mr. T. W. Wataon who for the past

ficlent Assistant Cashier of the First

has served the past seventeen years in
the banking business’in Louisburg an;

Sumter, 8. C., hrm resigned his positio .,
with the bank here and will give hia
full time to his Insumance busineagand

A. F. Johnson, C. P. Harris, M. S |alf0 conduct a wholesale brokerage |!ributions we can find kmitters.

business. Hia resignation takes eof-
fect December 31st, |

Mr. Watson is oneof the best inaur-
ance men (in this sectlon as Is
evidence! Liy the larze nmount of bust
ness he does, and hi= long bu®'ness ex-
nerfence will asanra b1 avepepas in the
wholesale huainess . 17 =1 malntain

gide in support. N

wire cables stretched across the pas-.

sels and the Austrian guns and torpe- !

his offices for thepresent over the

First National Bank.

; Red Cross Seals.
The following paragraph by Gov. T.
W. Bickett will be read wit.h much in-

“This year a substantial portion of

Rome, De¢. 17.—Austro-German for- | which made the daring rafd into the |the proceeds of Red Cross Seals is to
ces which attacked the Italian Iines |ynner harbor at Trieste Sunday night, |be devoted to the cure of our tubercu-

lous soldiers. Thiss simple statement

tion of San Marino were ariven DacK |¢rian battleships, one of which was |should reach the heart of every pa

triot and every lover of his fellowman.
I know our peojle will yleld to the
promptness of their better angels and
with their joyous generossity throw
themselves into the campalgn of the
Red Cross Seal against the White
Plague. i
(Slgned) T.W. Bickett,

= Governor.”

_ The Red Crosss Seals are on sale at
all the drug stores and are being sold
by the Boy Scouts of Louisburg who
are rendering the ladies much valus.
blg ald. %t your supply before the
holldays.

Fraoklin County Unlon.

The Franklin County Unlon meet-
ing will-be held with the Cedar Rock
Baptist church Saturdly and Sunday,
Dec. 29, 30. The tollowlns is the sug-
gested program:

Saturday. -

10:A. M, Devotional W. J. Dennis.

10.20 A. M. How can we raise the
Spiritual Tone of iur churches? John |

chored at the farther end-of thehar—|Bumm, W, i Hartsell, Geo, M. Duke.

11:00 How can we flnance success-
fully the crterpriszes of our Denom-
ination? M. Stamps, John F. Mitchin-
er, B. E. Morris.

1:30 , Devotional and business meet-
ing.

2:00 What are some of the more
acute problems growing out of the
war, and how can we solve them?’
W. B. Morton, E. B. Cox, Ivey Allen
T. H. Sledge,

. 2:45° What about the Lord's second
coming? J. U, Teague, W. M. Gllmora
Sunday,

10:A, M. Sunday School mass meet-
ing.

11:00 Sermon, B. E. Morris.

Banks to Close.

The banks In Loulsburg will close
on Tuesday and Wednessday of next
week to observe :he Christmas holi
days.

—e

|MEXICAN SOLDIERS FIRE .U, .S,
CAVALRY PATROL,
Amerleans Returned Fire and .One

Mexiean Was Seen To Fall From
Horse,

El Paso, Texas, Dec, 17.—Mexican
Federal soldiers fired on Aan American
cavalty patral which necidentally
crossed the birder on the*Island,” near
Fabens, Texas, late yesterday, klllm'
one "cn\'nlry horse and wnumlius, an-
other. The American soldlers return.
the fire and one Mesican soldier was
seen to fall from his horse. No Ameri-
cans were hit.

The firing wns reported to division
headguarters here today and an In
vestigation ordered. Fahens s 22 milos
southeast of El Piaso :™ * the “Island”
Is a large tract of land formed by
bend in the river on which the boun-
dary line is not clearly defined.

Christmas Box of Knitting.
_ Last week the Red Cross Chapter
shipped its fifth box of knitted gar.
’-lqtﬂ to headquarters. The numbeo.
aent far exceeded the anticipationa for
this box. T“enly sets of sweaters,
wristlets and mrk.s were sent,

.

An Appeal for Sweaters Froni Camp
Jackson,

Mrs. G. W. Mclver, Wife of General

G. W. Melver, (In charge of 161st hri.

gade at Camp Jackson,) s asking the

women of Loulaburg to help furnlsh

the War Savings Stemp Canpaion six vears has been the populc-‘:n 1 ef. | ¥Veeters for the twenty boys in her

f ushand’s brigade irom Franklin (Gun-

palgn In this, County: W. H. Yarbor. | National Bank of this place, and wh, t¥, whose names appear below:

The Red Cross Knitters uallag "Red
Cross Wool.” must sead their garments
te headquarters, This s a personal
‘ppeal to the people of our town, The
wool is expensive. If we can get con-

H. J. Brewer, C. F. Colller, H. Gos-
wick, 4. "W. Holloway, R. L. Hicks, W.
. King, H. C. Layton, W. G. Maco,
A. B. Pearce, 0. M. Pearce, W. 2
Fohree, W, 0. Pruitt, C. Riddle, Wm
J. Smith J. I.- White, L. L. Wilder
Weplho 0 H, Evans, J. &
T Frazier. -

Frazier

NEW REGULATIONS ISSUED.

By Food Administration Prohibitiig
Laylng Aside Blg Quantities of
Supplies,

I am just in receipt of a letter fron
tife State Food Administrator request-
ing me to pay special attention to the
price of sugar as he has had several
complaints of; exorbitant charges ba-
ing mnde for sugar.

One paragraph of section 25 of the
Food Control Laws reads as follows:
“Whoever shall, with the knowledge of
thet prices of such eommodity have
been fixed as herein provided, ask, de-
mand, of secure a higher price, or
whoever shall, with the _knowledge
that the regulations have been pre-
scribed as herein provided, violate or
refuse to - conform to any of the same,
shall, upon conviction, be punished by

imprisonment for not more than two
years, or both. =

Each separate transaction shall con-
stitute a séparate olense.” I

While I have had several merchants
reported to me I am glad to say tha%
all who were reported have lowered
their prices on sugar to 11 cents, or
lower, - as the law requires.

This regulation applies to gny exor-
bitant charges that may be made upon’
any foodstuffs by merchants, while!
salers or jobers.

The Food Administrator also advis-
ed me that he has been informed thut
"|a number of peopie have purchased
flougfenough to last them until cans
na2x€ harvest, and in regard to the Le
says “the Food Control Layw {1 deslgn.
ed to prevent, and does forbil, hoard-
ing by consumers and individnals as
much as by dealers, and this oice de
sires any definite ‘nformatlon it can
secure regarding this practice.

Part of sectlon 6 of the Food Con-
trob-Law readsas follows: “That

essarfes shall upon conviction thereot
be fined ot exceed‘ng £5,000 or be im-
prisoned oot more than two years or
both.

Necessaries shall be deemed to be
hoarded within the meaning of this
|act when held, contfacted for, or ai-

in“excegs-of his reasonable require-
ments for use or consumption by him
self and dependents fer a reasonable
time."

The actual M{cer. the farmer who
ralses the wheat, corn, meat, etc, is
jexempted insofar as tlmse products
raised by himself are concerned.

That is if o man raises more wheat
corn, meat, or any other food, than he
needs he may keep It as long as he
pleases, but if he buys these articles of
food it s unlawful for Liim to hlly more
than enough for his reasonable Te-
quirements for a reasonable length of
time, for if e does huy more than this
Is Hable to confiscation and he is I
abkle to a fine of 3'5.000 und two years
in prison,

These rogalfitions may sound severe
but it must he remembered that we
are at war and our Government re-
quires thlr:l of us in order that we may
not he henten. -

I sincercly trust that we are all pas
triotic enough to comply with all that
our Government asks of us, even if it
does work some hardships upon us.

JOSKEPH . JONES.

Space for the Food Administration,

Th's space bhas kindly ’heen donated

for the use of the Lounty Food Admin-
istration and . will publish’ in here
ench weok letters from some.of the
ot teading men and women tell-
Ing why this work lls so Imperative and
what Is expected of each person In the
County,
The food situation s much more ser-
tous than many of us think and upleas
we comply with the requests of the
Food Adminisstration we are threaten-
od with a grave danger.

Every family, hotel and restanrant
16 agked to observe meatless Tuesadays
and whoatless Wednesdays, That is
thipt on Tuesdays no pork or beef will
ha eaten, and on Wednesdays no ‘flour -
shall be eaten.

These days -have already been ob-

a filne of not more than $5,00 or by -

person who wilfully hoards any nec -

served so generously since November .

thrt in December for the first/ time

since we entered the war the United -

States has been able to send to our

all’es the quantity of meat they have
" n4 of us for any one month. ~
" incerely trust that all will read.

"hen lettors carefully. |

"~ " 1. C. Jones, Administrator.

ranged for by any person in a quadtity —————————




