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Dr. J. W. Peacock, of Thomasville,
Who April 16, 1921, fired a load of buck
ahot into Chief of Police J. E, Taylor
from a second story window and then
went down and filled the officer’'s body
full of bullets from an automatic pis-
tol and who on June 23 of the same
year was brought to the department
of criminal insane of State Prison here
to be confined for-life to explate what
a jury of his peers considered col
blooded murder or the act of one megi-
tally irresponsible, has decided . not
Lo walt for-the pardon whioh- his
friends have been urging. " He left
his cell on the third floor of the pen-
itentiary sometime’ between midnight
v ldawn of Wellnesday - morning,
“+iding not on the order of his go-
- but sliding down a rope made of

telothing, I P
~ doctor left a new hack-saw for

whic . be has no immediate future use

and a note to Keeper Bridges of the
eiiminal insane department, The
nute addressed to Mr. Bridges says: -

“1 hate to leave on my vacation with
out telling you good-bye, but my re-
treat {s so hasty and unexpected that

1 haven't the time, I may 'see you in

I

the epring or maybe soconer. Best
wishes, J., W. P.”
Outside Cell

The cell in which Peacock was con-
fined is exactly like those occupled by
the other inmates of the department.
In & hotel they would all be termed
outside rooms, for the solid doors of
the cells necessitate ventilation from
the gréat outdoors. He used the hack
saw, which came from nobody connect-
ed with the pen ;

ssnows where,
to uwmu’Wd-m window, |’
mmde his getaway

At whet time ho
1sn't known, either; but there are day

and night shifts of guards and when {1

his flight was discovered at 6 o'clock

Wednesday morning it was conjectur- | fourths

ed that he left sometime
o'clock. -

The description of Peacock furnish-
ed by the prison authorities follows:

Forty-elght years of age; slenderly
built, welghing 147 pounds; clean~
ghaven; dark, sandy hair, grayed at
the temples; scar from a burn on top
of head; thin, narrow face with blue
eyes,

after one

Story of Crime
Dr. Peacock’'s trial for the killing
o! the Thomasville chief of police shar-
e¢d with the conviction and slectrocu-
tion of J. T. Harrls, of Ridgecrest,
the center of the crime stage in North
Carolina. There was cvidence tend-
ing to show that Taylor had caught
Peacock with the goods on him as a
violator of the lquor laws., Peacock
accused the policeman of burning the
former's garage.
The shooting, however, came out of
almost clear sky—if a second-story
- window may be termed that—and
ghocked the entire State, The sheer
brutality of it alded the alienists in es-
tablishing their thedry that Peacock
was insane at the time of the commis-
sion of the crime,
Serving Life Term

The sentence of the court following
the verdict of the jury of Insanity was
lite imprisonment In the eriminal de-
partment of the State Prison.

It is safe to say that the common
run of folks thought the matter would
end there, but within the past two
months there has been put on as much
of an organized movement as it was
possible to collect together to secure
a pardon for Peacock from the Gover-
nor, About all the circulation of a
pétition did, however, was to redirect
attention to the prisoner. Il has been
apparent that the movement was get-
ting nowhere. M .

Supt. George Ross Pou and the rest
of the prison authoritles aroe extreme-
ly busy broadcasting the word of Pea-
cock's escape, together with his des-
eription. They know that
has relatives in or near Raleigh, Fla.,
and they are attempting to head him
off In every possible ditection.—Ral-
elgh Times.

MR WILLIE TUCKER DEAD:

The remaina of Mr. Willle Tucker,
an ex-service man, who d In Oteen
hospital at Asheville, was brought to
Toulsburg Wednesday afternoon where
it was taken In charge by many of our
cltizens and loeal organizations, and
membora of the family and taken to
Mt, Gilead and Interred In the beau-
tiful little cemetery, the services be-
Ing conducted by Dr. W. B, Morton.
Mr, Tucker was 24 years old and leav-
o8 quite A number of relatives and
friends who have the gympathy of the
oatire publio, WY i s
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