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BOSTON NIGHT
CLUB BURNS

481 Persons Lost Lives In
Halocaust

Boston, Nov, 29.—A 16-year-
old bus boy admitted tonight, po-
lice said, that he accidentally
started the holocaust which trans-
formed Boston’s swanky Cocoanut
Grove night elub into an inferno
that claimed at least 482 lives.

Among the identifietd dead was
James Jenkins, son of Colonel
x"nger Jenkins, of Fort Bragg,

Deputy Police Superintendent

James R. Claflin sald he had ob- |

tained a statement from Stanley |
F. Tomaszewski In which

started the fire when he lit a|
match to change a light bulb in
the Melody Lounge in the base-
ment and it ignited palm decora-
tions. >

The youth was described as a
student at Roxbury Memorial
High School who worked Friday
and Saturday nights at the Cocoa-
nut Grove.

Claflin sald no charge had been
lodged against the youth, a resi-
c¢ent of Dorchester, but that po-
lice would question him further,

This new explanation of the |
worst disaster of its kind since
the Iroquois Theatre fire in Chica-!
£0 In 1903 developed while po-
lice were speculating that a dis- |
carded clgaretie caused lasg|
Light's conflagration. |

The death toll of 432 was bas-|
€d on a United Press poll of hos-
pitals and morgues,

May Go Higher

The death toll was expected to,
mount even higher, because many'
of the 214 persons hospitalized —
ineluding movie star Buck Jones
—-were. reported in critienl con-
dition. Doctors resorted to bloosd
plasma in extreme cases in an ef-
furt to keép the death toll down.
. More than half of the 750
guests and employes of the smart
night club were known to have
perished—ecrushed, trampled, suf-|
focated or burned to death in the
§$250,000 flash fire which precip-|
ftuted a stampede.

Earlier, Investigators had dis-1
carded theories that the fire Te-|
tulted from a short-cireuit or|
that It was set maliciously as re-
sult of a night club feud. They |
belleved that faulty exits were)
largely responsible for the enor-|
mous death toll, !

The fire epread lightning-like |
through the garish and flimsy |
decoratlong and furnishings of)|
the club’s three supper rooms. |

Started Panic

A screaming girl, who ran
among the guests with her hair|
solaze shouting “Fire!"™ precipl-
tated the panic which took a far
greater toll of life than did uwi

flames,

The gay night spot in a matter
ol seconds was (ransformed into
a delirfum of fright and horror.

Smartly dressed women claw-
ed their way toward exits through
the millilng mass of humanity.
Many were hurled under tables

¢nd trampled to death by the
trazed crowd.
Patrons tripped on stairways

or fell at the exits as those be-
hind swarmed over them and pil-
ed up, only to die,

Blazing draperies fell and ig-
nited clothing and human hair.

Though damage to the club was
heavy, the blaze quickly was ex-
t nguished,

But for six hours, seared and
shattered bodles were trundled
from the shambles, plled Into
hastily - commandeered moving
vans and express trucks, and
shuttled to morgues and hospita's
pending identification.

e 4 —

Boston, Nov. 30. — Charles
(Buck) Jones, cowboy movie star,
cied at a hospital late today of
burns suffered in the Cocoanut
Grove holocaust during a party
at which he was the honor guest.
" “] don't mind disclosing now,”
the attending physician told the
United Press, “that we had aban-
doned all hope for Jones' recov-
ery immediately after examining
his burns.”

Jones, a 53-year-old native of
Vincennes, Ind., and a longtime
‘tavorite of American boy movie
fans, was the 481st person to die
{21 the disaster.

LOUISBURG
METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday morning at the 11:00
o'clock service the celebration of
the Lord's Supper will be ob-
served.

The Young People of the
church are in charge of a special
program ° of worship, Sunday
night. at 7:30.

The Church School convenes
at 9:45 under the leadership of
Prof. 1. D. Moon. Join in wor-

' ship at some Chiurch in Louisburg
Sunday morning. is the
best way to start the week. -

_ The dsily cost to France of
German occupation would bulld
2,500 modern workman's homes.

the | |
youth allegedly admitted having K

|Zone.

[ some weeks in

|

$1.50 per year in Advance

DECORATED

(iflays hereinafter

DATES FOR 6TH
REGISTRATION

A Proclamation of the Presi-
vent of the United States in re-
#urd to the Sjxth Registration is
ne follows:

“The registration of male citi-
zens of the United States and
other male persons, who shall
Fitve atiained the eighteenth an-

| | niversary of the day of their birtn

daring the periods indicated be-

1 low, shall take place in the Unit-

ed States between the hours of
9:00 a. m, and 5:00 p. m. on the
designated for
thelr reglstration as follows:
(a) Those whp were born*on
or after July 1, 1924, but not
after Aungust 31, 1924, shall be
vegistered on any day during the
week commencing Friday, Detem-

ber 11, 1942, and ending Thurs-

|day, December 17, 1942;

Second Lt. George T. Lumpkin, |

of Louisburg, was awarded the
Navy Cross for his part in attack

(b) Those who were born on
or after September
|not after October 31, 1924, shall

1, 1924, but |driving,

LOUISBURG, N, CAROLINA : FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1942

Recorder’s Court

Franklin Recorder's Court held
regular session on Tuesday with
a small docket and disposed of
cases as follows: .

Richard Patton pleads guilty
to no drivers license, (o be dis-
charged upon payment of costs.

Proctor Morgan, W. 8. Jones,
George Jones, plead guilty to as-
sault with deadly weapons, pro-
fanity, public drunkenness, and
were given three months on roads
each,

A molle pros was taken in the
case of bad check against Ed
Perry, )
"Boss Davis was found guilty of
unlawful possession of whiskey,
given 60 days on roads, suspend-
ed upon payment of $25 fine and
costs,

The following casés were con-

|tinued:

Edward Leon’ Page, reckless

Clarence Yarborough, reckless

on a Japanese carrier at Midway|be registered on any day during driving,

in ceremonies ay Honolulu, Ha-
waii, Monday. -Admiral Chester
W. Nimitz, Pacific Fleet comman-
der, decorated Lumpkin and 15
other Marine heroes on the eve
of their departure for the battle
Lieutenant Lumpkin has
Leen stationed at Honolulu for
training squad-
rons for combat duty,

Other Fires

The Boston Cocoanut Grove
night club fire runks among the
nutioft's -worsy fire disasters on

.

The greatest loss of lives hy

JMire in the United Siates ocousred

In Chicago's Iroguois Theaire

fire on December 40, 1903, when|

602 were burned to death. The
New London, Texas, school disas-
ter of 1937 killed 4506 children,

hut many of these deaths were|will nssist the regular employees Navy Cross
athe Japanese in the Batle of the
there Coral Sea.

witributable (o the
which preceded the fire.
About 500 died In

explogion

the San

Francisco earthquake and fire of | registration to be handled in onel,ion read: *

1906.
Other major fires and thelir toli

| include:

Hoboken docks and ships fire,
June 30, 1900—145,

Birmingham, Ala., church fire,
Bept. 20, 1902—115.

Coal mine fire at Monongah, W,
V., Dec. 6. 1907—361.

Lake View school fire, Cleve-
lend. March 4, 1908—174.

Rhodes Theatre fire. Boyers-
town, Pa., Jan. 4, 1908—169.

Triangle Shirt Waisi Company
fire, New York City, March 26,

1911—146.
Crile Clinic Hospital fire,
Cleveland, May 15, 1920—124.

Ohio State Penitentlary fire,
olumbus, April 21, 1930-—-320.
Moro Castle fire. off Asbury
rk, N. J., Sept. 8, 1934—134.
Negro dance hall fire, Natchex,
Miss., April 23, 1940—188.

MAJOR VEAZEY
ORDERED TO FT.
LEAVENWORTH

C
P

Major A. H. Veazey, just re-
cently appointed Special Service
officer ay Fort Benning, has been
ordered to report for the Com-
mand and General Stafl school at
Fort Leavenworth, post headquar-
ters announced Tuesday.

Major Veazey has been theater
officer at the post since February
of this year and has charge of the
administration of all the theaters
on the post. He came to Ben-
ning in 1941 and was assigned to
the Second Armored division. He
is a veteran of World War L

A graduate of North-Carolina
State College of Agriculture and
Engineering. Major Veasey was
in the soll conservation division
of the United States department
of agriculture before coming into
active service as a reserve officer.
‘His home i= in Raleigh, N. C.—
Raleigh Times,

Major Veazey married the for-
mer Miss Mary Exum. Burt, daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. 8, P. Burt, of
Loulsburg, and has two sons,
Alex, Jr., and Perry Burt.

“Praise the Lord" . . . and
‘Buy ‘em ammunition
With U, S, War Bonds.

LOUISBURG
BAPTIST CHURCH

The pastor will begin his fifth
year as pastor of the church next
Sunday, and will give a short re-
view of the work done, along with
8 preview of what is out before
the church. Every member is
urged to be present, and friends
are urged to join In the worship
awith us. The subject for the
morning will be "“Our Church—
Itc Past, Its Present, and Its Fuo-
ture.” In the evening, the pas-
tor will continue the series of
sermons on the Conversations of
Jesus, speaking on ““Two One-
Sided Conversations.”

9:45 a. m.—Bible School.

11:00 a. m.—Morning Worship.

6:46 p. m.—B. T. U

“7:30 p. m.—Evening Worship.

the week commencing Friday.
| December 18, 1942, and ending
| Thursday, December 24, 1942;

| (e} Those who were born on
|or after November 1, 1924, but
not after December 31, 1924,
|ehall he registered on any day
during the period commencing
Saturday, December 26, 1942,
#nd ending Thursday. December
o1, 1942,

| (d) During the continuknce of

|the present war, those who were ' Franklinton

born on or after January 1, 1825,
|shall be registered on the day
they attain the eighteenth anni-
| versary of the day of their birth;
{provided. that if such anniver-

holiday, their registration

that is not a Sunday or legal
heliday.”

The place of registration will
|'e the Loecal Board office which
i located in the Armory in Louis-
‘barg. N, C,

lin the registration and with
week for each age. group
will be plenty of time for sald
|ceniral place. KEEP THESE
'DATES IN MIND AND DO NOT
| FAIL TO REGISTER.

ASSOCIATION OF
UNIVERSITY WOMEN

1
| American Associaton of Univer-
|tity Women met on Thursday,
| November 19, at the home of
Mrs. Walter Patten, with Mrs. V.
. Kilby, president, presiding.
Bpeaking briefly Mrs.

| reviewed the plans for the year's yessel, and alded materially

|urogram. The subject for study
|durin; the year will be: The
|.\‘e¢-d for International Unity in
|the Wost-War World, Much co-
|operation and firsithand informa-
Itlon will be furnished by three
Imemben of the loeal organiza-
tion; Miss Mildred Huggins, for-
mer Missionary to Japan, Misx
Ruth Merritt, former Missionary
to Brazil, and Mrs, E. C. Dresser,
former resident of Rio de Jan-
erlo.

The President appointed the
fellowing committees: Program,
Mrs. Walger Patten; Membership,
Mre. Paul Bagby; International
Relatlons, Miss Ruth Merriit;
Creative Arts, Miss Lula Mae
Etipe and Mrs. I. D. Moon; Fel-
lowships, Miss Julla Brown Hud-
gins; Status of Women, Miss Vir-
ginia Peters; Social Studies, Miss
Mildred Hudgins; Education,
Miss Vivian MeCall; Legislation,
Mra. E. C, Presser; and Publicity,
Mre. Dick Yarborough.

Mrs. Dick Yarborough spoke
¢n the Franklin County Library
project. Mias Julla Brown Hud-
gins reviewed the Thistory and
purposes of the Amerfcan Asso-
aation of University Women.

A congenial tea hour was en-

i1

An improved design for a bomb
in mass production will save
enough steel to bulld two Liber-
ty Ships.

|
|

|

'the basis of the toll of lives tak- cary falls on a Sunday or a legal' Bruce Shearon. son of

Volunteer registrars and recently was

|

land wings In 1938,

*OPPORTUNITIES

Fayssoux Dupree Galloway,
reckless driving.
Willlie Orange Johnson, oper-
ating automobile ingoxicated.
Willard Perry, no drivers

cense,

SHEARON IS GIVEN
NAVY DECORATION

™M an  Decorated
Twice in Past Year For Action
Against Japs

H-

Franklinton, Nov. 28.—Lt. (jg)
the Jjate

shall My, and Mrs, W. W. Shearon, of
take place on the day followinz rranklingon. has been decoruted |us

twice for bravery In action dur-
ing the past year,

He was awarded the
guished Flying Cross last March
awnrded the
action against

Distin-

for

The citation for his Coral Sea
< ‘UI' courage-

uue devotion to duty and herolsm

opn May 8, as a pHog of a torpedo
plane in action ‘against enemy
Japanese planes in the Baptle of
the Coral Sea. In spite of heavy
anti-alreraft fire and enemy fght-

The Loulsburg Branch of the | er opposition. he closed to within

a few hundred yards of the tar-
get 1o execute a fearless and de-
termined attack, Scoring a hit on
an enemy alrcraft earrier, he

thereby contributed to the severe |

Patten [damage and destruction of the
in

the success of the operation.”
Lt, Shearon enlisted in- the

Navy in 1929 as an aviation me-

| bed for
|in this State.

T0 TRAIN BUS
DRIVERS

Mrs, Bill Pleasants Flythe of
the N, C. Dept. of Motor Vehicles,
lialeigh, will be in Franklin
Vounty visiting the schools the
week of Dec, Tth in order to
train addfrional School Bus driv-
trs for the -rémainder of the
sthool year, according to Supt,
Wiley I. Mitchell of the Franklin
County Schools*

Due to the fact that manpy of
tLe present drivers are leaving
t0 join the armed forces or are
Jeaving to work in defense areas,
it has become necessary to traln
additional drivers in order 1o
kvep our school buses running.

This School Bus Driver's Course
is prescribed and is mandatory
in the State. It consisis of the
Motor Vehicle Laws, the regula-
tions concerning school bus

rans:
portation from the State hool
Commission as well as a road

test given by the loeal patrolman

Ia order to take the road test the
applicant musi have his or her
ermanent N. C, driver's license.

North Caroling has the largest
bus- transportation sysiem in the
union, and has recelved National
recognition on the course prescri-
the School Bus drivers

Franklin County hus 64 buses
ond 112 certified drivers, Bo far
i this year there has not been a
[single accident, Wg are indeed
auxious to keep this fine record
and not' have it
carelessness and recklessnesg on
{the part of any bus driver, and
Jes all drive =afely and protect
{ife and limb,

The schedule fof the schools s
follows: .
Monday, Dee. Tth—Youngs-
ville,” Franklinton  1ligh School
{White). Franklinton Negro (Al-
Tion Aeademy ).

Tuesday, Dee. Sth—Louisburg
liigh School Franklin  County
Training School, Epsom High
| School,

Wednesday, s Sth—Gold

sand. Perrys, Edward BPest.
Thursday, - Deec. - 10th
Giethsemane,

Bunn,
'MASONS ELECT
\OFFICERS

|  Loulsburg Masonic Lodge No.
411, elected officers for the new
vear at i regular communien-
tion Tuesday night.

The following officers were
cleeted:
Worshipful Master. John F.
Mutthews,

Senlor Warden, 1. P. Wheeler,
Junior Warden, James Speed.
Treasurer, J. L. Palmer,
Secretary, Dick Yarborough.
The following appointments Lo

Lind the Chief County Mechanie. |

marred by the | &

‘(Eight Pages)

ENTERS U. S. ARMY

Wilbur M, Jolly, well know lo-
cal attorney, who was an assoclate

of W. L. Lumpkin, attorney, In
Louisburg, has joined the armed
|forees of our country.

Mr. Jolly, who had been accep-
ted as an OfMicers Candidate by
the army, lefy Wednesday, Novem-
her 26th for Foryt Bragg (o be in-
cGucted into the army. Attorney
Jully will serve a three months
period of basic training before he

NUMBER 48

Washington, Dee. 2. — Amerl=
csn troops killed 51 more Jap-
anese and captured three field
cannon and six machine guns inm
contginued mopping-up operations
on Guadalcanal Tuesday as Army
planes hammered away again at
enemy positions, the Navy report-
ed todhy.
-~ A communique said soldiers
and Marines tarried out “‘exten-
sive patrols” along the outskirts
of American . positions beyond
Henderson Airfield—actions de-
signed not only to nail down gains
Lut gradually sap the enemy's
strength, -

One Army and two Marine pa-
trols accounted . for the latesg

11 Japanese and took a 70-mil="
limeter gun. One Marine outfit
killed 26 enemy troops and cap-
tured a 75-millimeter and a 38-
millimeter cadinon in the upper
Lunga River *west of Henderson
Field, while another mowed down
15 Japanese uand captured six
machine guns.

While these operations were in
progress, Army planes pounded
Japanese positlons.

The pattern of action indicated
that the Americans were giving
the enemy a taste of his own med-
leine—the kind he dished outg

vnters Officers Candidate School,
|imd at the completion of . his
schooling he will be commission-
| ed a second lieutenant in our arm-

vl forces, him out.
Mr. Jolly was born in Ayden, | ®

M. C., and received his elemen- T ey
ary eduecatlon in  the public "‘HLT:H::“' I?ml;- :-d I‘M‘l:llﬁ'd ul‘rl.ld
schools of Pitt County. In 1932 ]°° 8 sy &% Buri

; Wike F v Coll Iback the heaviest German coun-
he "'“mmq s ““‘“:. l'nl“sTL'ti~l'—x|l11|l:k of the Tunisian cam-
totee lllli.ﬁl'nf‘lll-;:l _,-‘”“."1, :q .:1:‘ é palgn and frongline reports to-
fution with a 1. 5. degre ATLSY |y iwhit indicated that the decisive

graduation from college Mr. Jolly
taught school at Gatesville, N, C
JHOL LwWo YeArs, g
PDuring his reaching career Mr,
folly decided to study law, and in

(the summer of 1928 he requrned
lto Wake Foresg College to study
law und gradunted in June 1941
from thils institution witii an
| L. L.B. degree,

[ In September 18941 Mr. Jolly
came (o Loulsburg (o praciee
Inw with Attorney, W. L. Luwp-
kin. snnd has been assoclited with
IAMr, Lumpkin from that time to
ke present Inductlon  inmgo the
!ni'm}'.

| Mr. and Mrs, Jolly have made
|Insting friendships while living
here, and Loulsburg has suflered
|lh|~ loge of two of Its finest young
‘l

l1to welcome them back home with
|open arms after Mr. Jolly has
| fivished his job with Uncle Sam’s
|A|'my.

how E-AYSCUE

Miss Gertrude Ayscue and Mr

chanie and in 1937 was sent (o lesser offices were also announ-| diilcolm Rowe were happily uni-

the flight school at Pensacola,
la. He recelved his commission
He was re-

cently promoted to

(jg) from ensign. He was in the ™

United States from August to Oe-
tober but is now back on active
duty.

CHRISTMAS

Since Franklin’ Ooi;l.r seems
to be in a falrix_good fAnEhvial
condition there will be very few

Christmas, stated Mrs, J. F. Mit-

|chiner, Welfare officer.

There are some large familles
whose income is insufficient for
extras and some old people that
need to be remembered. There
are twenty-six in the counly
home who would appreciate con-
fectionaries and such things as
the county does not provide,

Any ' one willlng to bring
Christmas cheer and happiness to
any of the above can get In
touch with the Welfare Depart-
ment.

The Present With a Future—
U, 8, War Bonds.

you have the money.

stop your paper when the

~ARE YOU PA

I/BUP?

Check Your Label --- If You Are Not, Pay Up Now

There are still a few of onr Subscribers behind in their
payments. Wedon‘twugmluea-l:ﬂemo!tbﬂy- We
feel sure the first demand of the government in relieving the
paper situation will be to stop all papers not paid for. There-
fore we ask you again fo look at the label on your paper and
soe if you are paid up. If not don’t delay

but come now while

We have just corrected our list with credits” brought up
to date. If to your mind your date is wrong tell us
can check it and correct it If necessary.

But don't forgef to pay up your arrears, if you are not
‘already pald up, so we will not be embarrassed by having to
government calls. Thanks,

A, F. JOHNSON, Editer.

ced moon after the election:
|  Chaplains, A, Paul Bagby and
John Edwards,

leutenant | _ Stewards, J. Y. Cooper and 8./Us

Rowe,

, THer, W, B. Beasley.
| The iInstallation ceremonies
| will be held on Tuesday night,

| December 16th,

| In additlo} to the election work
yin the fArst*degree was exiended
to geveral candidates In walting,
and a most Iinteresting meeting
was held.

| ANl members are urged to ut-
{iend the Installation services.

{ opportunities to be taken care of CRLERRATES 70t

BIRTHDAY

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Ganyt, Sr.,
|ontertained at thelr home on
'8pring Street, thelr children and
grandchildren on Sunday in cele-
bration of Mr. Gantt's 70th
birthday, which occurred on Wed-
nesday, Dec. 2nd. In addition to
the pleasure of having most all
©of them present, a bountiful din-
ner was served and contrary to
the usual custom MF. Gantt gave
to each of the childrén as a re-
membrance of the oceaslon a five
dollar bill.

Those present and enjoying the
oceasion were Mr. and Mrs. H, G.
Leonard and children, Misses
Ruby and Nellie, Mr. and Mrs.
Clyde Collier and children, Miss
Helen and Clyde, Jr., Mr. and
Mre. Roy Gannt and children,
Misses Delecathan and Nancy, and
George, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. May
and family, Misses Christine and
Elizabeth, Edward and Douglas,
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pearce and
daughter, Frances, Mr, and Mrs.
Arthur Lambert. All the grand-
children except one who Is in the
Navy, were present,

The occasion was greatly en-
Joyed by all.

An Alabama farmer, with a
654-pound dead hog on his hands,
remembered the fats salvage cam-
paign and telephoned the State
rationing officer, who made ar-
rangements to have the animal
rendered down for use against
the Axis. :

laa,lhwnth:o(hdduvh.
by Keeping Up War Bond Buying.

|ted in marriage, Nov, 26, 1942,
lut the home of Rev. T. W. Lee,
|of Middleburg, N, C., oficiating
ing the ring ceremony.

Bhe wore a blue street lengih
Idress with brown alligator acces-
|scries, with a corsage of sweel-
heart roses.

Mrs. Rowe is the daunghter of
IMr., and Mrs. J. W. Ayscue, of
Henderson, N. C., Route 2. Mr.
| Rowe is the son of Mrs. W. G.
|Rowe, of Loulsburg, M. C.. Route
2

MRS, HARRINGTON
ENTERTAINS

Mrs. Frank Harrington enter-
tained her bridge club and a
pumber of additional guest Mon-
day evening at 8§:00, -

Mrs. H. J. Lewis won high
score for visitors and Mrs. Edgar
Iuller received high for club
members, e

Mrs. Harrington, assisted by
several club members, served as-
sorted sandwiches, hot tea and
nuts,

Those playlhg were: Mrs. Wil-
llam Wilson, Mrs. Numa Free-
man, Mrs, Edgar Fuller, Mrs. W.
H, Horton, Mrs. W. G. Lancaster,
Mrs, W. F. Shelton, Mrs, H. .J.
Lewis, Mrs. Alex Wood, Mrs.
ILiner, Mrs. Jim Allen, Mra. J. A.
Pearce and Mrs, John' F. Mat-
thews,

PROGRAM AT THE
LOUISBURG THEATRE

The following is the program
at the Loulsburg Theatre, begin-
ning Saturday, Dec, 5th:

Saturday—Roy Rogers, Smiley
Burnette and Gabby Hayes in
‘Heart of The Golden West' and
Jomes Ellison and Heather Angel
in ‘The Undying Monster’. Also
Chap. 2 'King of The Mounties,'

Sunday-Monday—Betty Grable.
John Payne, Carmen Miranda
Cesar Romero and Harry James
and his Orchestra in ‘Springtime
In The Rockies.’

Tuesday—Donald Barry ‘and
Jean Parker in ‘The Traltor
Within.’

Wednesday—Allan Jones and
Jane Frazee in ‘Moonlight In
Havana.'

Thursday-Friday—Fred Astaire
and Rita Hayworth in ‘You Were
Never Loveller. " ;

o

“Atizens, and will be only too glad |

against the fallen defenders ol
Bataan, That strategy Is to wear
down the foe piecemeal, harass
him from the air, cut him off

| from his supply lines and starve

Lattle for Bizerte and Tunis had

‘I been joined.

| The Allies met the bigges: Ger-

e coumer-nitack they have so
far. encountered in Tunisia north
of the rail junection of Tebourba
tnd within 35 miles of Blzerte.
Allied headquarters announced’

that the Cormans siffered “heavy
loeses.”

In the countinuing action, Unit-
ed Stales P-18  pursuit  planes
wire reported to have knocked
ecul a number of German tanks
in the Djedeida area uear Tunis.

There also were reports ol
Leavy actlon around Mageur, 12

1ailes sonthwest of Bizerte, as the
Allled column drove on toward
the const to cleave the naval basa
trom Tunlis, the capital.

Flerce fighfing also. was report-
od at the apex of the Allied wedgs
nround Djedeida, 15 miles north-
|west of Tunis. The battle in this
eector, where the Axis has con-
leentrated the bulk of s forces,
was believed by kondon observers
10 be entering its final phase,

Tunis Under Fire
Tunis was reported by Reuters
| News Agency to be within artil-
lery range of the forward Allied
| forces. Pont Du Fahs, a strategic
| point near the capital, was storm-
|ed by French treops while British
| parachute troops occupied anther
fmportant airfield in the Bizerte
area, forcing the Luftwalfe to re-
gort more and more to Slellian

DNB, the Official German news
agency, reported that a German
tank attack on Tebourba was
“particularly successful," result-
ing in “heavy losses’ for the "“re-
treating’ Americans.

The Allied headquarters com-
p.unique today said Allied bom-
bers were kdeping up their as-
sanults on the airfields at Tunis
and Bilzerte,

Light bombers and fighters also
are operating in support of the
forward troops, the communique
s1id. It acknowledged the loss of
five planes, but declared that sev-
en enemy alrcraft were destroy-

ed,

A hint that the British Navy
svon would be heard from in the
scashore action was contained in
the communique, which said
briefly, but significantly that
“The Royal Navy is assisting In
the provision of cover for the ad-
vance of our forces.”

London, Dee, 2.—Benito Mus-
solinl, coughing and puffing de-
fiance through a long speech in
unswer to Prime Minister Church-
ill's threat to bomb Italy out of
the war, admitted to his country-
wen today that [Italy had Dbeen
fogged into the conflict by “‘the
belligerents”, but assured the
people that they now would fight
on to" the end.
“I have a wvague impression
that the Italian people want to
hear me,” he sald.
Then he told them that the
Germans “‘have beaten the Rus-
sians”, that “‘victory cannot fail
to come to the Axis" and that he
“was not surprised by the (Alli-
ed) invasion of Nor‘h Africa.”
Of the imminent Allied threats
to Italy from North Africa, the
continuing bombings of the coun-
try from British home basea and
the added raids promised by
Churchill - from npewly-aequired
airflelds across the Mediterran-
ean, Mussolini said: B
“There now is no m an ex-
terfial and v '“0_.
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clean-up. The Army unit killed -
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