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LOCAL EDITORIAL COMMENT
Natural Gas Will Help

The question of natural gas for the
Louisburg area is not a glamorous
subject and except for those directly
involved in satisfying industrial pros
pects or agents for firms handling
competitive products, the subject fails
to create a great flow of interest,

Some thirty persons attended a
public hearing here last night which
was extremely brief as only three rose
to be heard on the subject. The others
expressed themselves only when called
on to stand in favor of a franchise
being granted for the area. All, except
one bottle gas supplier, stood in the
affirmative.

It was obvious from what was told
the group by Industrial Development
Director Ken Schubart and Commis
sion Chairman Harold Talton, that
such a franchise would be a real asset
to their agency in its bid for new
industry. j

This was the only point made at
the meeting. However, two things
were noticably missing. One was the
advantage--if there be one--to the pri-
vate citizen and. homeowner. The
other point not brought out was why
the delay of over a‘year without any
definitive action by the town govern-

time that town officials are fearful
that natural gas will cut into the
current electric fund. The fear is
somewhat justified with money al-
ways being a subject of concern for
those intrusted with operating the
town.. The Council, appreciatively,
does not want to be placed in a
position of having to increase taxes o
offset ahy such loss. None of this,
however, was discussed at the public
meeting.

There is no certainty just what
actions the officials will take on the
matter but several of them have in-
dicated that they favor granting the
franchise. The law required that such
a franchise be approved at two con
secutive regular monthly meetings.
This would place the final decision in
May. However, a committment by the
group in its April meeting could indi-
cate the final outcome,

Even faced with the problem of a
loss of electric revenue-real or
imaginary -indications are that town
officials will take the progressive step
and grant a franchise for natural gas.
If they do, it will be in the best
tradition of a worthy government
body. They will have given the people

.. ment.
It has been an open secret for some
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a choice.

From The Office Of

Congressman Fountain

Comments On Obscene Mail

Washington . . .Some of us
may nol be aware of it, but
we have a problem in this
country which has just about
golten out of control. By that
| mean the vast amounts of
pornography, the absolutely
filthy materials thal are sent
through the U. S. mails daily
- especially to our children.

A growing number of
people have written to me in
recent months about this pro-
blem and its effect on our
young people.

Bome of the examples of
this kind of thing sent -
unasked for - lo youngsters
in the Second District are
simply shocking and frighten-
ing. Any decent-minded per-
son would find it hard to
understand how any indivi-
dual or organization could
attempt to victimize our
youngsters in this matter.

This filth is mailed by
name to people all over the
country. 1 don't know how
the names and addresses are
gotten but the fact s that
they are

We are all aware that the
Federal Courts, including es-
pecially the Supreme Court,
have made it increasingly dif-
ficult to prosecute these pur-
veyers of obscenity. Time
after time, those charged with
such offenses have been set
free by the courts.

, Last year, however, the
Supreme Court upheld a New
rk State law which was
at keeping such filth
{ the hands of children,
- fact, the Supreme Court
that Congress might
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want to enact some legisla-
tion protecting minors from
such unsolicited assaults on
their emotions, their senses
and their judgment.

In line with that decision,
I-am planning to join in ef-

forts to try again to help stop ~

the unrestricted mailing of
such pornography to children
by introducing appropriate le-
gislation. | !

This bill would provide a
penalty of up to five years in
prison and a $5,000 fine for
those convicted’ of using the
mails for the interstate ship-
ment of pornography to any-
one under 18. The penalty
would double for a second
conviction. 1'd like to prevent
such filth from being sent
even to adults, but the
Courts, for the moment, have
tried our hands. Nonetheless,
we must keep on trying to
prevent its availability to any-
one,

The types of harmful ma-
terials to be prohibited from
such traffic are carefully de-
fined so that no one would
have any doubt about wheth-
er or not he could legally mail
them.

This bill woul@ not cure all
the ills of obscenity in our
society today but it would be
& start, It especially is aimed

at protecting those most in .

need of protection by stating
clearly and carefully what our
adult society thinks Is ob-
scene in regard to our child-
ren. They already see and
read more than they need to
right off the news and maga-
zine stands, but it shouldn't

be forced upon them through
the mails.

On the adult level, this isa
much more complicated pro-
blem because there are a
variety of opinions as to what
is dirty and what is not, and
what is legal or illegal. There
is plenty of room for agree-
ment, however, when it
comes to the children.

Another feature of this bill
is a provision prohibiting the
Supreme Court or Federal
Appeals Courts from review-
ing any decision made by a
lower court. The District
Courts as a rule are in a
position to know what the
community standards are in
their respective areas much
better than a court here In
Washington or hundreds of
miles across the country.

As I've said, this legisla-
tion, if passed, will not solve
the entire problem of porno-
graphy, which is now over a
billion dollars a year business.
But some of the material |
have seen which was sent
through the mail to our
people convinces me that we
must use every legitimate and
legal means at our disposal to
crack down upon those who
would corrupt our children -
especially for profits.

In my opinion, these
people are just as dangerous
to thé freedom and security
of this nation as are the riot-
ers and arsonists and loot-
ers . Let's hope we can stop
this practicé and punish se-
verely those who feel they are
above the laws of our coun-
try.
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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

Run The Schools Locally

Henderson, (N.C.) Daily Dispatch

It seems that no matter what local
school boards - and by local is not
meant Henderson and Vance County
only but in general - do by way of

submi tting plans for operation of their -

schools, they cannot please the bu-
reaucrats of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare. Some
fault is found with nearly every plan
that is submitted.

All of which raises anew the ques-
tion as to why local boards are not
allowed to run their own schools.
They certainly know more about the
problems and benefits involved than
swivel chair occupants in a cozy,
luxurious office building in Washing-
ton. They know little, and couldn’t
care less, about city and county
schools, except that their primary

objective, as was admitted by a HEW

representative here not long ago, is
integration. That takes precedence
over the child's education, which we
are persuaded is as well know to the
colored people as to any others, and
equally as much resented.

When Congress appropriates money

for local school units, that money
should be apportioned to the many
units to be applied as seems best by
them.

Congressmen must be aware of
sentiment of their constituents, and
why they choose to ignore those
wishes is a question to which we have
seen no answer. Rep. Fountain of this
district has done more by way of
opposing HEW absurdities than any
one on Capitol Hill, so far as our
knowledge goes. Others may have a
similar attitude, but they do little or
nothing about it. They are interested
in having their own pay raised.

Local people want the best possible
for their schools and could go far in
providing it if the heavy hand of
bureaucracy were held off. Whatever
local boards propose, some fault is
found with it. The new Nixon ad-
ministration seems to be unconcerned.
And if the present pattern persists
until 1972 there just might be a new
shuffling of the cards. Certainly it is
needed.

Legislative Report '

By Rep. James D. Speed

Raleigh - Many people a-
cross the state and particular-
ly in the three counties of our
16th House District are very
much aware of the outstand-
ing service rendered by velun-
teer emergency rescue organi-
zations.

Members of these organi-
zations such as rescue squads,
volunteer fire depaftments
and Civil
Air Patrol
units do-
nate their
time, ef-
fort anc
talent in
e x t ensive
training as
well as in
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on Tuesday.

I believe that a start can
and should be made by the
General Assembly on carrying
out this program with de-
finite goals in mind.

Surveys show that the
need for more doctors and
other medical personnel Is
maore critical in Eastern North

. Carolina than any other part

bill.

Governor Scott continues
to receive strong backing
from members of the legisla-
ture for his efforts to control
campus disorders and to pre-
vent further trouble by stu-
dents and agitators.

The feeling generally is in
line with the governor's insis-
tence that disruption of the
education of those students
who conscientiously seek one
must not be permitted.

I belleve that the gover-
nor's firm stand very pro-
bably eliminated the need for
legislative action to curb such
disruption as has been experi-
enced on several of the cam-

these nizations, E‘W meaning
mmmeomd the oo
of a losing
Reps. John Church, MeMil .?“
e of Vit Johm f o ey e v S
- outmoded transporta-
and we [ ti.-—nd“vl-nn‘ can put
backing. them down - in a ﬁ-h
Additional New York City, Des
been given the East Portland and Los Angeles.
- ?nmm Ky 't haz-
program :
by u:‘m.. ard & ﬂﬂlhm pl"-rit
rate M;l : ed &':Im p:"un-
Em legislators  including : ':-ull-n-ll quaint it all
mysell who favor this long- Mb-hmu Mlmd'm_
mnge plan met with East the. o er. The bottling 8t the nation's crossroads!
Carolina officials for break- 'mm“bh P g Ly
fast and @ briefing it

"i‘

TO
THINK
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by

frank count

Folks around heré hadn't never heard of Junipher Jones
umtil- last, year. Junipher lived here all his life. .. which is
considerabie . . . but he hadn’t never took no part in nothing
until last year. The great “revelation”, as Junipher calls it,
took place last fall wheh he seen Agnew on
Junipher said then that he liked the way Agnew wore his hair.
Junipher used to wear his in a pom-pe-do like Spiro. I say used

years.

to... 'cause Junipher ain’t had none to wear to speak of in

But anyway . . . Junipher was so sold on Agnew’s hair that
he decided to go Republican. He allowed that it was the
Democrats that wore the long hair and beards and he favored

the Republican style.

As time went on Junipher got the real treatment. He sent in
some money and got on the mailing list and you'd a thought it

was Christmas when
he'd get a letter signed
by Mr. Nixon. He never
could be made to un-
derstand that it didn't
mean that Mr. Nixon
knew of Junipher per-
sonally. Old Junipher
. + . whoain't the
brightest bald-headed
man in the county . ..
always thought he was
getting something no- \
body else got. \

Well since last No-
vember there ain't been
a happler soul in the
country than Junipher.
And talk...man, can
he talk. When he got bit
by that Republican
bug, he really got bit.

I seen him the other -

-

e, e
day and made the mistake of stopping to speak t& him.

“Junie”, 1 said, “How's things? Long time no see. What'cha

been doing with yore-self?"

“Frank”, he said, waving a Nixon-Agnew banner, “I been
celebrating. Ever since November I been celebrating. Frank,
can you imagine where we'd be if that fellow Johnson was still

in the White House?"

“Well, I'll tell you, Frank”, he said not giving me time to
explain my point of view. “We'd still be at Wwar in that

Vietnam, that's where”,

“Well, yeah, Junie”, I interrupted, “That's true, but......"

“But, nothing, Frank”, he blasted. “We'd still be paying
that surtax, too. And another thing, we'd be getting ready for
more taxes. We'd be planning to build more defense things”. 1
entered with another, “Yeah, but™ but that’s as far as | got.

. “Frank, I'm here to tell you. We'd still be having riots on
them colleges and killing on them streets. You'd had to-call
otl the national guard and the patrol and everybody else. It
might have been trouble right here in North Carolina.....

“We'd been having trouble in our schools and the money
would be cut off and the mail would still be late and folks
would be striking and we would have inflation”, he continued.

“Yeah, but . . . listen Junipher . . . listen to me one minute

.. I got something to say......

“You have? What you want to say Frank? Is it important?

Don't you agree?"”

We didn’t say it. We just walked away muttering as how we
reckoned old Junipher was right, If we didn't have Nixon. ...
this country shore would a gone to the dogs.

puses in recent days.

Many groups - in fact,
hundreds -- continue to ap-
pear before the Appropria-
tions committee to request
additional funds for expand-
ing various state-supported

programs.

This, 1 think, clearly indi-
cates that the General As
sembly will not be able to

even come close to, granting
all the requests that have
been made, not even with a
new tax program.

Memories Of 1948...

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N. C.
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