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LOCAL EDITORIAL COMMENT
Something To Think About

Franklin County experienced its-_

second drowning of the year and thé
second in 47 days last week when a
12-year-old boy perished in a farm
pond. Like so many such tragedies,
there wasn’t much anybody could do.
Many other areas of the state have had
similar tragedies. It's that season of
the year.

There have been twelve drownings
in Franklin County in the past five
years. ‘Half of this number were adult

men, two were young male adults and

four were young boys, three 14-year-
olds and now a 12-year-old,

All of these twelve deaths took
place in farm ponds. Unguarded and
many without any life saving TGear,
these ponds present a real hazard to
young boys. They are convenient
cooling off places after% hot day in
the field and many youngsters do not
realize the danger. Parents and friends
should constantly stress to young
children the ever present danger of
water. Children should never swim
alone. Some capable swimmer, prefer-
ably an adult, should always be on
hand.

Do For All Alike

They renamed D. C. Stadium Sun-
day in honor of the late New York
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. Appro-
priately enough, it was done on the

" anniversary_of his death. And it was
accomplished with the solemnity be-
fitting the occasi .

The youthful Senator’s death was
indeed an American tragedy. Like him
or not, no man should be taken by
assassination and the country mourn-
ed his passing.

It would appear that now, twelve
months since the fatal shots were fired
and millions witnessed the long fun-
eral procession from New York to

*Washington,  that the shock would
have worn. It would seem that those
who tend to martyrize the Senator
would reajize that after all, he was
nothing more than one humdn being.
The fact that his death was more
tragic than hundreds of other Senators
in our history is not enough to single
him out for laurels which have not
and never wll be given to so man
who are far more deserving. .

There were many things for which
Senator Kennedy should be noted, He
was an outstanding successful cam-
paign manager for'his brother in the

1960 presidential elections; he was an
adequate Attorney General although
many differed with his pplicies while
in that office. His magic name, the
tragic death of President Kennedy and
his father’s money made him a Sena-

*tor. Had he been poor, had his brother .

not been President, had he not pos
sessed the Kennedy name, chances are
that he would have been struggling in
the practice of law, ’

Monoring him is, of course, some-
thing every American would want to
do. He was a United States Senator
and a prominent figure. But beyond
this, what actually did Robert Ken-
nedy do for his country? .

Without any desire to strip away
any of the things for which he should
be rgmmbcnd or honored, the ques-
tion remains unanswered as some of
his followers continue today in their
attempts to make of him in death
something he never was in life. Un-

* doubtedly, he was a fine, well-educat-
ed man and devoted husband and
father. But to tack greatness on him is
:::y unfair to so many other Amer-

. Four of the six adult vicgns in the

past five years were oper@®tiMy boats.
Boating safety is certainly something
that should be studied before taking
to water, even on-small farm ponds.
Accidents happep-and often times

tHeyuagd, unexplai Q'. leave ques-

tions as to what might have been done -

to avoid them. The current.hig
toll is a tragic example. veaa o

However, twelve deaths accifiiifgic
and even though water danger §s ne
perhaps as evident as that of hig
traffic, it nevertheless is great“Enough

way

(4

- that all should pay attention to it.

Children should be taught to swim
at an early age and should be con-
stantly reminded of the dangers faced
in the water. Adults should know and
observe every precaution when boat-
ing, fishing or swimming, Water sports
are fun and they should be encourag
ed, but all of us need to take note that
twelve persons are dead in just five
years from drowning in farm ponds in
this county alone.

It's certainly something to think
about.

-

Although not particularly popular
in this section of the country, the late
Ohio Senator Robert Taft, by any
measure, was a far greater American
than Senator Kennedy. Tennessee's
late Estes Kefauver was another ex-
ample, There are many others.

D. C. Stadium is now the Robert F.
Kennedy Stadium and we can live
with that provided the efforts stop
there.

One passing note of interest might
be included here. As with the Senator,
a great cry went out last year to name
a number of things for the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Other sugges-
tions for honoring the late civil rights
leader were also advocated and many
are still insisting that more of this be
done. The interesting question in this
case is why the FBI found it necessary
to plant a bug on King's telephone
from 1964 to 1968, if he was serving
his§ country so well? And you may
recall that flags were flown at half
staff when he was killed. They were
American flags. Tapping his phane in
1964 would have been one thing but
surely, the FBI found something of
interest to have kept it tapped for
four full years, if one is to believe the
latest reports.

King, like Kennedy, was well liked
and even adored by some followers.
They, like everybody else, have the
privilege of holding their own me
mories of the man. Let them both be
homored where honor is due them.
But, let’s be gone with this business of
changing the name of just about
everything when some prominent citi-
zen meets with tragic death. Let's
honor Americans for what they do for

their country and let's do it for all™

alike.
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; _LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To The Editor:

We all know the old ex-
pression “Everybody is talk-
ing about the weather, but
nobody %s doing anything
about it." This adage might
be ada for our
in dhcﬁng an om
human phenomenon in that it
appears that everyone is talk-
Ing about community pro-
blems, but very few people
are doing anything about
them. We all get together on
the job, at church, at social
events and on street comners
to mouth the standard woes
about the kids going to the
dogs, the price of living and
taxes going up, people not
being neighborly like they
used to, parents not
right examples for their child-
ren, too many drunks being
on the streets and highways,
kids marying too early, too
many people on welfare,
couples who cannot make a
go of it in marriage, the go-
vernment telling everybody
what they can or cannot do,
and 50 on and on. We usually
end up saying, “If something
is't done about the mess, I
don’t know what the world
will come to.” In terms of
responsibility for doing some-
thing we usually refer to
“they™. By “they" we all too
often are referring to any one
other than ourselves, and are

. ‘When I said, ‘S
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like common folk.’

usually implying that respon-
sibility lies with the “‘govern-
ment” even though in the
same breath we condemn that
same government for its inter-
ference in our affairs. Very
seldlom do we find com-
munity people coming toge-
ther to evaluate community
problems in any purposeful
or systematic way to really
identify the real “down to
earth” issues and problems
that are tending to' over-
whelm individuals and com-
munities and producing un-
happy, unproductive or even
disturbed persons. Very sel-
dom do community groups
organize to discuss and devise
some simple, practical begin-

setting  ning steps to solve or modify

N of these problems. How
'f:g: do we hear people ask-
ing such questions as these:
What can 1 as an individual,
What can we as a church,
What can we as a club, What
can we as a community do to
make the lives of the lederly
less lonely, to keeps kids sup-
plied with useful work or
recreation, to prepare young
people to be better parents,
o determine why people
wish to escape so often in a
bottle, to find out why
‘people place so much em-
phasis on materialistic re-
wards, to insure that our
chiliren have the education

enators have to eat, too,” I didn’t mean

T

suitable to equip them ade-
quately to meet current de-
mands as well as to fulfill
adult roles?

We would probably agree
that such questions are not
asked often; yet when any
significant change for the
better comes to a com-
munity, it usually comes as a
result of community people,
in some degree of despera-
tion, resorting to their own
talents, resources, and In-
genuity to do those things
which have to be done or to
seek ‘any necessary source of
assistance to supplement local
efforts.

If community groups can
be made aware of the self-
help potential existent in
their own neighborhoods and
be trained to organize and
systemize their methods of
identifying problems, discuss-
ing solutions and implement-
ing program activities, the re-
sulting insights will not only

but will result in group action
toward solutions to human
living programs having com-
munity wide impacts.

Si

ncerely,
Talmadge Edwards, Jr.
Route 1
Louisburg, N. C,
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Other things press for \
but. for the life of me, | can’t get
out of my mind Nixon's nomina-
tion of Judge Warren E. Burger to. .
become Chief Justice of The .
United States. It could prove to
have been the most momentous

single act of this age.

it could. If Dick Nixon
spoke from a solemn and truthful
heart when he' told reporters of
his philosophy as it pertains to
the judiciary. if he did, gentle
reader. we are on the road back.
The President said he will be
governed in his nominations to

arson, under a libera

tion can be construed to be for

' COME
f' TO
¥ THINK

OF IT..2

by

frank count

A whole heap of you folks can remember when we use to
walk to town on Sundays and. h the trains come in. Man,
wasn't shal exciting, though? : 's been some time ago,
of course, and trains don't hold no interest for most of us
nowadays. Besides, there ain't been a train come in these parts
in some time, interesting enough Lo turn your head let alone
walk anywheres to see it.

But. I found me a new thing. It's called golf. Nowh;tlot:":&'o
ing excited, I don’t it. I just watch them t
i o ! And if you liked
trains coming in,
\ you ought to see
{%,-.  some of them golfers
when they come in.

I found out about
A it purely by acci-
lﬂm dent. 1 nearly run
& "F7°7 over one Sunday. He
Tl was standing in the

fe road trying to hit

that little white ball

& / which was knee deep
Jn the weeds beside
the road. | thought
he was a horse when
deer and them short

1 first seen hirn,_l-l'e was too big for a
britches didn't help his legs neither.

When my bumper hit his belt button and his eyes stopped
di-lating, I recognized him. 1 never would have. Not on a golf
course, He ain’t done that near like work since I known him
almost thirty years. And amazements of all amazements, he
was sweating. Now, you doctors know how valuable that stuff
is, if you could of bottled it.

But, even though I didnt believe it, there he stood. Old
Fatso Bean, with his stomache hanging almost to his knees and
covering more of him than them shorts,

“Fatso”, I said, “Them other fellows are playing over there
where the grass is. Won't they let you play with them?"

He didn't answer the question. “Frank”, he said, “You
almost run over me. Man you could a kilt me. You ought to
watch where you're going." ’

“Don’t get so excited, Fatso”, | said. “You was standing
right smack dab in the middle of the road. Now, | ain't no
golfer, a course, but, this here’s a highway and 1 ain’t sure you
got no right playing in the middle of it. Besides, Fatso, 1 knew
I could stop. All I did was skin your belt buckle. If you'd a
sucked In a little, I'd a missed you altogether.”

*“1 declare, Frank”, he said mopping his brow, “You done
upset my concentration. 1 don't know if I can even hit the ball
now".

“Well, Fatso, I don’t mean no harm by it but you didn’t do
to good hitting it before | killed your concentration from the
looks of where you're standing. Any snakes in that patch?”

Man, | hadn't ought to have said that. If hitting him with
the car upset his concentration that little remark shook his
shorts. He jumped six feet high-and that ain't no mean task
for a man who can't weigh on a penny scale. He has to go to a
meat market and let them hang on one of them that goes over
300 pounds.

"Bout that time I really though | seen a black one but | was
scared to tell Fatso. Then, I think he seen him, too. He started
beating away at them bushes like there won't no tomorrow.
One of his buddies was standing on the smooth grass saying,
“Two strokes, three strokes, four strokes”. That was before he
started counting faster, of course. s

Well, to make the long story short, | gotta tell you that
Fatso won’t the only weird thing 1 seen Sunday. There was
some with hats. There was some with caps. There was some
bow-headed. There was fat ones and skinny ones and some
carrying heavy bags over their shoulders. In 98 degree weather,
but they's alright. If ain't nothing wrong with them. | asked
one fellow and he said there aint nothing wrong with them.
He said a bug had bit 'em. He said ain’t none never died from
it.

So, if you're logking something to pass away a Sunday
afternoon and you don't mind the heat gs some pretty curious
language at times and if you ain't scare of that bug biting you,
go watch the golfers on a Sunday. It bests watching trains
coming in by a mile. 4

have “cried” every day of the 15

ANOTHER THOUGHT
ON JUDGE BURGER

years since that Blick Monday
ruling.

judicial appointees to be segre-
gationists any more than any-
body | know wants them to be

ol Ty _}DHN J- SYNO

| interpreta-

Think with me, then, what this
nomination, and successive nomi-

integrationists. What my kind of
wants as his judge is an
mpartial arbiter, an inte t,
honest-minded man who de-
cide cases on the merits, that is,
sccording to the Constitution.
Nothing more; nothing less.

the * | welfare”'. And if one nations of a like order, can mean.
Drospective s &Y how,fhe  will but read the Constitution, Take that noforious Brown 1o my mind s an ameer ‘The -
role as an interpreter of the Con-  'P€ common sense of it wherein  decision, the one that forced in- Burger-Court-to-be can correct.
stitution IIP "q:re;tro “strict that phrase is employed, the ex- tegration onto our public-school Perhaps: there is some Warren.
interpreter™ ";'l'r‘w i‘:;m g’m of the perversion of today’s mmuw now descend- Court error that bothers you even
\ ; into ic chaos. It was i
i was, he will be passed over. parent il z"“m through trickery, you more than Brown. That is quite
rufhll attitude is close to per- P , the NAACP played 'm ,Wt' m :': ﬁ-
; mering on the Court. The late Federal yoars. Trace J :
: miwdmto:""m pae S, Judge Sidney C. '“""."' the mmmhha::m this
uﬂfl{i;m“:'m,_' ugh :: j ﬂ-&’ mﬂm.-‘..ﬂ (ﬂnﬁ-g &yﬂmrlol-l o
thoi misbogts” Skt Gy Ll craaly m}@r 7o The | Kow tht every kot e by e
it i on s Supree Courl N i v prery knot can be unied by 'n
would “legalize’ thelt nOvEl iy g if they do “cry out", so fong u %m
court sppelatess” Sevaml TR 1 v mﬁ- IS iy lnd soch welht 1o the
Cmm § "" - e ten, the facts will “cry” in vain. m'ﬂnm
welfare™: R say, 1 can As indeed M * m . portent. Ao
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