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Twenty-seventh Congress.

THE McLEOD CASE.

SPEECH OF MR. BOWNE,
OF NEW YORK.

In the House of Representatives, July 13,
1841 —0On the correspondence of Mr,

Wehster with the British Minizter, in re- |
relntion 1o the surcender of Alexuunder |

Ml"."\IJ.

The Tllowing resolution b
consideration—

Resolved, That the President of I.||r“
Unned Siates be rmlm-:l-.mi to mlorin thies
House, il potincompmib'e with the publie
service, whether any othicer of the anny,
or the auorpey General of the United Sues,
has, since. the dih of Mareh last been di-
recied o visit the Swe of New York for|
any purpose connected with the mprison- |
ment or trinl of Alexander Melieod; and
whether, by any Executive measure or cor- |
responidence, the British Government ima|
been given to undersiand that Mr, MeLsod |
will he released or surrendered; and, if so, |
to eommunicate to this Hovge eopies of the |
instraction 1o, amd report of, such nfficer, |

Mr. BOWNE rose and said—Mr. Spea- |
ker: 1 propnse, in the remarks which | |
shall address o this House, to confine my- |
sell to the suhject under debate, which is a
resolution of mquiry. 1 shall endeavor ta
discass its menis, and the mreris of the
general question of the MeLeod air, so
fur as they are involved in that resolution.
It would iave given me pleasure, had the
time to whieh | am limited allowed of it—1
say, sir, it would bave given me pleasure |
to disenss many inportant points, smne  of
them of a constitationsl & aracter, which
have grown out of this aflatr—questions ol |
international lnw, the rghoundersanding
of winch, and the righit aciion of Goviern-
ment therenn, are of overwhelming iner-
est o the penple country. Nt
withstanding my residence, sir, iha Sute
most vitally interested in this matter—a |
Sue looking 0 every movement of the |
Executive with breatiiless inwrest lonking i
10 every decision as solving a portion of |
the great problem of one Government, and
yet with & firm and inflexible determina-
tion at every hazard to mainiain, uwoimpuir-
ed, her rights—I say, not withstanding al!
this, I should have been eontented o ro- |
main sileat, discharging my duty by giving |
my voue in favor of the resoluton, but for
the sirange, the Ex:r:l-lrdlllnry eourse pur-
sued by two of my eollengoes on this foor. |

I would have eontented mysell, sir, with
the full and searching nvestigation given
o s subject in another branch of the
Capitwl: and 1 would have held up those
eble expositions of constitational law, those |
trivmphant vindieations of the rights of
New York, and that entire refutation of the |
doetrines advanced by the present Seerei-
xy ol Swute, a3 my shield—as a ecomplete
answer o all that has bepg arged in their |
favor an this flvor.  Sir, afier the exiraor- |
dinary course pursued by those gentlemen |
after the sentiments put forth on this floor
I feel that it would be derelicnon of dury
for me to remain silent. I skould be guil-
ty of treazon, and recreant to the irust re-
posed in me by my fellow-cilizens, il my |
yoes was unheard witlun these walle, re.
pelling, with the indign<tion of conscions
iruth, the Cﬂl“mﬂ)’ on my people amd the

wdlumny ou my Stae.  Sir, ‘you have
theard, oathis flvor, our felliw-eitizens de- |
mouanced as *“lawless bandini.,™  Not, sir,
in a tavern, or a eross road; but here, sir,
here, on the floor of an American Congress,
e hear the men who are our own coun-
trvmen. bound to us by every tie of com-
mon ingerest, denounced as “lawless ban-
diggi."  We have heard them scensed of
seeking a controversy with England—with
unnecessarily thrusuing themselves into a
quarrel—seeking their reward in conquess,
and the possession of o portion of Ler er-
ritory.  We have lieard the doetrines lasl
down by Mr. Webster—doeirines dishon- |
orable to the Siate of New York, docttives
swhich cannot be borne ont iy the Consti-
tation, violative of every knswn principle

1z under

of this

of ioternational low; we bave heard those ' ble to procure lodgings at the only un:-ml rage?  Av midoight, thiry-three of our
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[ doetrines serionsly, openly, onblushingly
defended in this hall; and, m addition, we
have been told that the citizens of the Em-
| pire Siate were satislied—ihat they aequi-
| eseed in the decision.  Siry it is s of
| which | ecmplain it is this slander of the
Siate which 1 paniially represemt.  Sir, 1
d:»n.v the clinrge. In the name ol my own
| suite, [ deny the charge. 1 repel it with
inthgnation; it 12 to traduee the ehiraoters
ol the State, the characler ol vur ennizens,
tn invade her sovereigmy, to trample her
right= under faor, w suy that she avquies-
cesin those doeirines. Sir, | onee

saY,

for all—I say it emphatically—the Siate of |

New York never has, the Suie of New
Vork never will, give her liberties into the
Keeping of the Secretary of Siaie, humble
hersell ag the feer of Brivsh power at lis
commanid, or eringe in abjecs submission
before his dishonorable far—never, sir, |
repedt, whatever may be the js-ue, will she
{abandon ker rights.  The man McLeod is
in her custody; he is in ihe custady of her
laws; if fonnd guiliy, he will undergo the
panishment due 1o his erimes; but never
will the Emnpite Siate surrender into the
hauds of Mr. Webster any custnly of con-
trol over that indwidual, his irial, or his
punishment.  Having said thos much, sir,
| propose o enter briefly into the cirenm-
stnnees of e ease belore us,
are thie fucts which have originated the con-
troversy !

We found Canada—a ecolonial Govern- |

ment, a dependerey on Boglhod—in a
eondivion far worse than was 1his eountry
when the eolonies theew o the yoke of
Sritinh

power, Repeated =oiferinge hal

madde them ripe [or revoli,

Ropeaed acts
of mjary had alieaated and estranged shem
Feom the parent covntey. I'he same spori
that waraied our fathers—the smne spark
thiat their busoms—ilie fame
danniless bravery had rommunicated fisell
actoss the Niagara.  Rebellion raised her
banner, but it was rebellion agaimst wiong,
The niljv('i of that pf:np]u. sir, was.n nohle

Barned o

[ ones they fought for freedom, and for the

estabhighment of a republie like our own,.—
It was no false fire—it was no false feeling;
the yoke of bomdage and eorrupiion pres-
sed heavily upon them, and they rose in
their might to free themselves.  What, un-
der such eireumsionces, was o be expee-
tedd from American eiizens?  Sir, woe had
many recollections that boumd us to that
struggle.  We, like them; had trod the fie-
ry pathway, we, lke them, hal endurad
unul resistance beeame a virtwe. There
15 much in onr lusiory in common; and we
should not Lave heen American cinzens,
we shonll have been unworthy of the free-
dom we hald purclused with our blood, if
we could have gazed upon that struggle
without an emotion, without a sympathy,

Lor without fervent aspirations for the sue.

ee=s of that eange, S, it was po feeling
w be pnldulged by “lawless bandpn™—it
was nn piracy—Iil was the spirit of "7

that, animating our relathers, hal led them |

w0 teclars the then eolonies 1o be free and
indepemlont.  Tv was the fiee of libeny, sir;
it was an emanation from Dey  psell; o
was the answer 1o the voice of suffering
and oppresseld humanity: it was the anol-
tecable, ineradicable love of liberty, deeply
implanted in every American heart.  Boy,
sir, 1| will come to the more immediate cor-
respondence, information as w which is
sought for by the resolution before the
House.

What, sir, was the eourse of the Carn-
line?  For what purpose was she intended!
And how was she wsed!? 1 read now, sir,
from document No. 183, of the 25:h Con-
driss, 24 session:

*On the morning of the 20th day of De-

ecomber lost, (Iﬂ:i?.} a steamboat called the
Caraline, of Balfalo, in the Sute of New
York, left that portfor Sehlosser, unother
port of that State, vpon the east side of the
N::!L".lf';l TIVET,.
Pliat this vessel was the property of
William Wells, of the said eity of Batlilo,
and was comumamnded by Cuptamn Giiman
Appleby, hoth of whom arve eitizeus of the
Umned States,

“Phat she was eleared with the view of
runnine hetween the sapul puris al Duilulo
antd Sehlossger, and for the purpose of car-
rying passengers and lreight

“T'hat, on her moving down the Niagara
river, she came to at Bluck Rock dam; and,
whilstin port, the captain cavsed the Amer-
1ean Sisign o be run up.

“I'hai, soon alier leaving Black Roek
harbur, several muskeishots were discharg-
ed at the said boat, from the Cunada shore,
but without doing any injury.

“'iat her course down the

river was

eontinued without farther molestations snd |

she tonehed w Nul'-\' Island, where a nom-
ber of passengers disembarked, and sundry
artieles of freight were landed.

“That from this place she was run over
tn Sehlosser, where she arrived atthree o'-
clock, p. m. She was made fast 1o the
doek at thay place, with a chiin cable, a-
bout =i welink in thie evenng,

ST hnt the otheers and erow of the Car-
oline were ten in nuamber; thay, during the
gvemng, 1weaiy-three nifier l;tzll\':-ﬁuai:i.
citizens of the Upited Sistes. came oo
board, anil requested permission o remain
there during the nighi, as they were una-

And wl::111
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and they retired 1o rest, as did the oflicers
and crew of the boat,

*I'har, aboot milnight. an alarm was
given, in conseqnesce of the approach from
the river of four or five boats; and, 2 mo-
ment alier, the Caroline was boarded by a
number of armed men from san! bows,
who immedintely commenced an indiserim-
tnate attaek, with pistols, and swords, and
eutlasses, upon the unarmed erew and in-
mutes of suil vessel, under the ery of “give
uo quarier,” several of whom were slaugh-
i tersd.

{ *That the steambout was yielded with-
ont resistance, and was immediately set on
fire in several places, cut lovse [rom the
duek, towed intw the carrent of the river,
abandoned, and ulumately wenmt over the
Niagara falls,

*I'hat one man, Amos Durfee, (2 eili-
zen of Buflalo,) was kiled and left dead
on the dock at Sehilogser: and others who
escaped with life were most severely woun-
ded aud dissubled; and amongst them was
thie eaptain,

*“T'hat several individoals who were on
board the poat are still mssing, and there
Is strong reason for believing that they were
either murdered, or found a watery grave
in the eataract of the river.”

Anil vet, sir, in the lace of this evidence
{ =—evidence with which my ecolleague must
have been more or less [amiliar—in the
face of this evidence, ®ir, we have heard
him eall this a piratieal vessei,  What pan
| n..I her aetons, what movement, is elouded

i suspicion!  Dovs she wat for the man-
| e of night w full on e sleeping world be-
| bore shie enters oo a nelarous enterprise?
Daes sheseek 1o hule herself from the view?
No, sir, no !
movements caleulated to give eolor to the
| su=picion; her nips were mude in broad
: day Lighg they were open, and their ohjeet
was uvowed,  T'he pretenee is ille; there
15 no substantizlny in the charge; it is con-
tradicied by all the circumsiances of the
Ccase,

But, sir, my colleague says she was sail-
ing under fulse colors, and upon that asser-
tion he grounds his statement.  What an-
thority has he brought here, sir—what ev-
idence of that fuet?  He has rew! 10 you a
purtion of a lener—not by an admited au-
thorty—not by an American citizen—but
from Sir Allen MeNab himself,  Yes, sir,
the very man adanued a0 sll hands as the
one who is the anthor ¢ this murder, the
first canse of all 1he anack and bloudshed,
anid the serious consequences whieh may
perhaps Tollow; the man who received the
lseario's price and a  knighthood for his
acts of crucliy aod his breasch of national
Jaw; the man who, wore than all others, is
interested in giving wings w the charge,
however false, thar U might, il possible,
eolor his acts to his Government, and the

| who, Irom his very interest 1 this mat

',
is an lucompetent witness—io say noihing
| of the tendeneies of his feelings and prejo
| dices o warp the waith: this man is cho-
sen by my colleague us 5 witness: his tes-
umony is brought here—here, 1o the hall
of the Representatives of the American peo-
ple—and offered 10 them as evidence.

Mr. Fillimore. 'T'o whomn does my ecol-
league refer ?

Mr. Bowne. 8ir, [ cannot be interrap-
eil; at the expiration of sixty minutes |
must cease 1o address the House on this
voportant subjeci; 1 shall then bo gagewl.
The colleague 0 whom I refer is Mr.
HHunt.

Mr. Fillmore. He isnot in his seal.

Mr. Bowne. Sir, | will muke no mis:
statements. 1 will make no false charges.
I will make no misrepresenations, [ un-
| derstand my position, and [ am fully sware
of what | am saving. 1 say tiat my col-

lr':l]_gllt' read feomn the letter of Sir Allen Me-
| Nab, and that was the tesimony he offer-

el o prove thut the Caroline was suiling
! under false colors, and engaged in carry-

ing troops o Noavy Islandh  Sir, w8 o
what that vessel really was engaged in, [
have read 10 the [louse some extracts from
the evidence waken vpon the subject. 1
have produced lere, sir, the evidence of
| Amgrioan  citzens—such  evidence as 1
doubt nit, sir, would be rejected by the
couneel for the Crown, but such as 1 rust
15 worthy of all eredit on the floor or an
American Congress, 'The evidence from
which | have read, sir, was eollected by
the authority of the Government, and by
the order of the last Admivistrmion. Tt
evidence given under oath, and by men cal-
[ eulated 10 give ajostand rue statement of

facts.  We will begin on the 20t of De-
cembher, and recapinlate the prominent
| facis,

She was running in American waters,
from one American port o another, bear-
ing aloft the Amencan ensign: she lay o
ou American ground for the might, and his
ata time when we were at peage wih
Great Broam, and whidst  our Govern-
ment wis thing active aml efficient mea-
£nres o prevent a violation of our neutrali-
iy laws, and thereby  perpetvate peace and
is attendant blessings,

Sir, w'what other eonclosion ean vou
| eome vpon this subjeet than hat it was a
| watiion, a brutsl, and an unprovoked out-

E

[at Sehilosser. ‘This request was granted, | citizens had songht their rest—cilizens

There i noting abbat her |

( aets of is Government 1o this  country; he |

| e

lorigin of the

| the teuth of this mater?
| syih received the loter of Mr Fox, an-

jengaged in the peaceful pursuit of their
lawlul employment—their vessel moored in
| American waiers, and they slumbering in
[ fancied seeurity beneath the protection of
their country’s flag, Not dreaming, sir,
[of an auack heneath the sable cloud of
\mght. they had retired 1o sleep—the sleep
ol death,  From the Canada side of the
| river the British troops approached slowly
and stealihily into American waters. No
ory of warning, sir, rung on the midnight
air, No iutimation was given to those
uneonseious sleepers that a dreadiul  de-
Cstruction was near. At that hous of mid-
| night the fual vessel was attacked; the feer
| «f England’s myrmidons pollued our sml; |
| the noise of discharging niles and pistols, |
ind the suppressed murmurs of those who
were busy in the work of destruetion, soun-
ded throngh the sulluess of might. One of
our citizens was muordered, sir, in cold
blood, on otir own shores,  The boat was
towed out into the current; it was sel on
fire, if not with the knowledge, at least with
the presumption that humnn hife was there
to be sacrificed. Along the rapid waters
it was driven—a flaming wreck; and while
the heavens were crimsoned  with the
reflection of the flumes, and the soil of
onr country stained with the blood of our
fellow-citizens, the Caroline was sentdown
the thundering wrrent of the Niagara, and
rushed 1o destruction in s winding-sheet
of fire. ‘The ery of the victims, and the
shricks of the terrified speciators, were
lost in the roar of 118 wrrent.  But here,
sir, this conduet is songht, il not 10 be
justifivd, a1 least to be pallaed.  Yes, sir,
| there is one voice that can be hesrd here w
'pr-l‘:lumu-:i: our eouniymen *lawless ban-
ditt—one voiee that can ind a rl.lllrl_‘mulg
traitin this deed of bloodshed—and that
voice 18 from New York. “Fhat voice is
from the Scheneerndy and Sarmogn disteiet; |
and, sir, if my voiee could reach lis consii-
tnents, 1 would call upon them w waeh
the course ol their represemative, 1
would eall, sir, upon the men of Schenee-
tndy—ihat ity which has so receniy risen
like a phenix from the ashes of its for-
mer fire—whose soil every ineh of which is
endeared 1 them by thz memory of ihe
past, and sacred, furever sacred, w the spir-
it of hiberty—a city baptized with the blood
of freemone=l would wall wpon them,
while they lovk back upon a long hine of a
noble ancesiry who have fought the batiles
of freedom; 1 would bid them listen amd
heur the voiee of their representative,
speaking on this floor by their avthority,
denouncing their fellow-eitizens as  pirates
and *lawless bandin”  And Saratoga, 1o,
sir—1 would cull on the gallant sons of that
district, whose eyes morning and night
look 10 the great baule-ground of freedom—
who behold, at every step, some ohjeet o
leall up reminiscences ol the struggles aml
saerifices of their conntrymen in the de-
fenee of freedom—who behold, on their
own soil, the seenes of their counuy’s tri- |
aumph—1 woulid id them 1o hearken to the |
voice of their representative,

Sir. another of my eollengnes [.\ir.
Hunt] would have indulged a friendly dis-
posiuon towards this  ngquiry—he would
acquiesee in its justice and propriery—he
wailil have given it his powerful support
sub silentio, hal not Mr., Webster been
atncked.  There was the power that had
wirged the eoverent and made it flow baek-
wards—there was the cause of the revolu-
tion in the geatleman's feelings. The
supporters of tlis resolution have thought
proper o deny the positions of the present
Secretary of State—and there’s the rub.—
The gentleman can no longer yield his |
support; it is withdrawn from the resola
tiong nov that he loved his country lese b
that he loved Daniel Webster more.  And |
my eolleague further tells us we must not
agitate this question while negotintion is |
pending; that, by so doing, we force this |
| Governmentinu a war wih Bogland.

Sir, Lam mysell opposed v war. 1]
was educated afier the sirictest manner of |
l\l:u seet edlled Quukers, 1 have learned |
| the lessons of peace lrom the lips of
‘ venerated parent, in his public and private
[ teachings.  And, sir, alier refllectin lins
i confirmed and stirengthenrd the effects of |
| edueation; those prociples taught me in
childbood have a  fresh, a living. aml
abihing influence now,  Let me not be se- |
cused of seeking 10 kindle the fQame of |
war., Iam [or peace, sir, where peace
may honorably he maintaimed.  But s, |
my conniry’s honor is dear 1w me. 1 am |
not willing to see i degraded in abjeet ser-
vility at ahe foot of British power; and |
least ol all, sir, am 1 willing 10 see it broug h |
into thut condiion by an American Seereia- |
ry of Sute, Iasher than that, come  war |
i it must ba so; ler s dangess and g
horrors eome, rather than 1 will surrender
my conntry's honor or sacrifice my coun-
try's dignity. ‘

Sir, we havs heard mush  during this |
hate of tha enarse of the last Adininis-
trannn; we have heard it esnsurci as the
difftcutues in whieh this
queston s gows iavolvel,  Sie, what s
When Mr, Fuor-

|

nouncing that the Brinsh Government a e-

| knowledged 1hie burning of the Caroline 1o
‘be an deu of public force, done by the| tery of Siate placed us by his course?

authority of the Government, what posi-
tion did he assume ? 1 refer you, sir, 10
his lewor dated on the 26:h of December,
where he says, **it will be for the connt
whieh has wken cognizanes of the offenee
with which Mr, Meleod 13 elinrged, 1w d=-
cide upon its valudity when legally esiab-
lishad helore it  So much was saul, sir,
in relation 1o MeLeod; and the next para-
graph goes on o call fir spme action on
the part of the Brivsh Government in re-
lerence o the burning of e Caraline,.—
Mr. Forsyth reminds the British mintster
of the delays whieh hadalready iaken place.
He held both MeLeod and the Guvernment
responsiile. Melend was responsible w
the Siate of New York for the murder, and
the British Government for the aet whic
they had thus plainly avowed, Sir, the
course of the last Administration in tus
matter was realy and just; it did not com-
proimise the honor of one State; itdid not
truckle 10 the power of Eugland—a power
which takes advaniage of every inch of
ground that is yielded through folly or
through fear. But what has the present
Secretary of State done? What has been
the course pursued by him? 1 will refer
the House 1o the instructions given by him
1 the Autorney General. He says: *li
is the wish of this Government that, iu
case his defence be overruled by the court
in witich he shall be tried, proper sieps be
taken immediately for removing the cause,
by writ of error, to the Supreme Court of
the United States.””  Sir, we are not lelt in
doubt as to what would be the result; for,
with a view 10 influence, if possible, the
decision of the Executive of New York,
Mr. Webster says: L am directed 10 say
that the President, npon the receipt of Mr.
[Fox"s last communication, would have in-
mediately directed a nolle prosequi 1o be
entered.” Sir, it is this of whieh I eom-
plain—1his interference in the arrangements
of the State of New York., Mr. Webster
well understood that MeLeod was right-
fully under the guardianstup of New York,
and that in due course he would be tried,
Sir, | trust he will be tried sull, and, if
found guilty, executed. Yes, 1 would
have the Siate of New York—witlhom
erouching 1o any power, either a power at
home or the power abroad—1 would have
her pursne her jurisdiction 10 the execution
of that man, f e shiould be found gmiliy.
Yes, sir, on the very spot—in sight of the
apposite shores—on the seene of lus exploit
—on the ground which he had crimsoned
with the hife-blood of his wictiim—ihere
waould I have him, if guilty, 1o expiate his
crime.

But why, sir, was the Attorney General
sentat ali?  Notooly do I ask why such
instructions were given. but [ ask why he
was sent at alll  Why this mission, accom-
panied with one the hravest of the brave,

| whose har is whitened in the field of glo-

rv? Whenee this new-born interest for a
British felon?  Sir, was he sent to New
York 1o pive assistance and advice w the
Swite!  Was e to proffer his a=sistance 1o
maintain the inviolabiluy of jusuce?  No,
sir., 1lis ohject was 1w consalt with the
aecnsed—1o oifer lis counsel and advice to
him—1n direet the wode of his  defence in
such a manver that he should easiest es-
eape the threatened punishment. Not be-
tween the Government of the State of New
York anid the Executive was this ecorres-
pondence, but between the Executive and
the accused,

Now, sir, let us ingnire for a mnment
what was the object of this Execulive inter-
ference. Was it not obviously 1w infln-
ence und contral the action of the Exeen-
tive of New York! Sir, I am happy 1o
bear the iribute to the present Executive
of that Siate, und say that he wok a high
ani noble stand in reference 1o 1his maner.
Jelonging to another party, sir, anld oppo-
sed to his deetrines on other subjects, |1
approve, most cheerfully approve this.—
It 15 the only public actof his hife which
meeis my approbation, and il gives me
plensure to single this ont,  Yer, sir, alier
all, there was a strange air of mystery hang-
mg  around  this mission. ‘Phere was
something lurking beneath, which hafled
Ca i and here FI'FIIIPI' Some
eloud hanging around the pon-interference
of the Executive of New York, W hv, =ir,
he should have indignanily semt the Auor-
ey Generul back again to those who sem
tim; he shonld have repelled any avempm
at interference wich the righis of a =over-
eign Staaeand that sovereign Siate in the

Vimiuitig

discharge of it= duties in the mpartisl ad-

minisiration of justiee,
Sir, what sther ohject ennld
deei=ions ol the eourts of

New York? 1

VOLUME V'.'}HO. 12Z.
e e ——————

Mr. Fox demands 1he immediate release
of MeLeod, and adds:

*And her Majesiv’s Governmeni efitreat
the President of the Wnited States 10 taka
mto his most delibernte cousideration tha
scrious eonsequences which most ensiis
from a rejection of this demand.”

Now, sir, hear the answer given by
the American Secretary 1o this insolent
demand, ecouched in insolent terms, and
accompanied with a studied and pompons
threat:

*“The Governmemt of the United States
entertains no doubt. after this avowal of the
transsction as a public trangaetion, authori-
| zed and nndertaken by the British anthori-
ues, that the individoals eoncerned in it
| onght not, by the principles of public law
| and the general usage of civilized States,
o be holden responsible in the ordinary
tribunals of law for sheir participation in
"

Ias he not surrendered this point—1tame-
Iy surrendered the right over MeLeod at
the biddire of British power!  Has he not,
passing by the insolent threat of the British
minister, given up the rights of New
York? In whut a condition does this place
us before the world? A sovereign State
maintaiming its right, and the Executive off
the U. 8., through Me Webster, yielding
up every principle for which we are con-
tending. Sir, this servile eringing 1o Brit-
ish power has brought shame and dishonor
nn our eountry. It is not the langange of
freemen—it is not the language of conscious
[truth,  Sir, 1 would never—never make
| the concession, and least of all would 1 do
it while 3 threat was hanging above my
head.,

. Butsir, in what condition has it placed
us before the world 7 Has it nov pluced
| the United States in a position where she
mustbe disregarded in the eyes of the ewi-
|

lized world, or be driven 10 the necessity

of declaring war against Eogland ! In

the aspeet of affuirs as they before stood,

the first blow must have been siruck by

the British power; and, sir, | tell you

that England would have sllowed fifiy

MeLeod's 1o be executed before she would

have declared war against the American

Republic. She knows her own inieresis

wo well; and, above all, she knows the

bravery, the indomitable courage, the un-
!‘o““d!{d lnvc Dr rr::duul 'hi‘:ll ﬁ’l- ‘:.“y

American breasi, 1o plunge in baule for an

execatet felon. Sir, her enurse of eon-

quest is now among puny Chinamen, or

poor and helpless Hindoos; wherever her

power can sirike terror. is felt her merci-
less course. But, sir, the time adimonishes

me to hasten to a close. 1 ask for the op--
poriunity to wipe out this foul stain vpon
our common country. Sir, throughouot the
lengtk and breadih of this land, in every
valley, and on every hill, wherever the
banner of our Union waves, we shall hear
a different language than that which has

been spoker: by our Secretary. 1 ask the
representatives of this country—I1 unplore
themn to ke measures to wipe out this foul
blot. Letus not dwell aday under the
imputaton of crovehing—hasely erouching
and eringing at the feet of British power;
and, least of all, let not oor humiliation be
the work of a kindred hand.

And for my own Suate, sir—for New
York, and for her gallant song, for the Em-
pire State, | say—she never has, she nev-
er can, she never, will, submit 10 sueh doe-
trines as those which have emanmed from
the Seeretary of Sue, and have found sup-
porters on this floor. No, sir, no! 1end
as | began; she never can, and she never
(will, yield her honor, compromise her
| dignity, or give up her rights.

Sir, this 1= the language not only of New
Yaork, but of the Union—ihe Jungnage of
every freeman: and if it were not so, 1
| should cease 1o feel proud of my country.
[ Befure these doctrines cun fined a respon-
|:~i'i‘r echo in the bosoms of the Amerncan
| people, hee clory must have depuried, ber

spirit must be broken and  decayed, her
2 huiu-s prostrate antl di.-rl]lpnll‘lfl:c!. That
||uigl|l_v bird must have eeased ns ﬂiglu.
e stars of glory must be bloned from oue
ih.'aul‘ln-r. ere we shull sobnit o such in-
dignity.

From the Mecklenburg Jeffersonian:
A CARD.

| The National Intelligencer of the 2¥th
linstant, received last might, contuned the
fullowing:

“Appointment by the President, Bur-
wexs 8. Gaither, Superintendent of the

have been | Braneh Mint a1 Charloue.™
had 1 view than the mfloencing of the

8p mote it be ! This is the only notice
{ that 1 have seen of the fact. which is quite

claim to be no profoand lawyer, nor do | as important (o me as 10 any vne else. 1

pretend to be deeply versed in the intrica- | hole
but 1 know | by

cies of constimutional laws

| that office under a commission signed
Andrew Jackson, coufirmed by and

enough of it, sir, o know that no where | with the advice aod consent of the Senate

wan the Searetary of Sute find a justifica-
't uon in the Constitution for this  interfer- 2
ence.  Sir, whera ig his authoriy, pnder | 1o vacale my office. Init 1 have always

of the United Suates, 1 presume that it
lia intended by the above notice that Iam

any eircnmsiances, to remove this ¢ase out endeavored lo be d'“ﬁe_‘“ and f"i'"r",'- and
of the jurisdietion of the courts of New |am ready 1o surrender it st an hour's no-

Yark mn
States?
it will be looked for in vsin.

But, sir, in what anitide has the Se

cre-

v the Sopreme Court of the United | vice.
The snthiority cannot be found! |

But to my {riends, throughout the Siate,
‘and I have acquainiances from the sand
| banks of the Edenton distriet where 1 was
l!:mrt:. to the green lulls of Buocombe, the




