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WHEN BOHOOL LETS OUT,

When sohool lete out st sundown Uins,
And long up hillsides olimb,

Wiih leap and ronp and lsuih and shout,
In kils and smook snd roundabout,

Dy gralo-Bald fence, through pasturs gruse,
A foot“@offa way, the scholars paased ;

And M’hﬂd alf and brown-faoed lont
(o beart-glad bome, when scliool lote cut.

1 alt and watch, where, white and slow,
The mistrees movea In grace Lelow |

A lithe mm with folded Linudds,
With low looka In wide, brown banda,
Who floata In light whore deep shinde lies,
With wweet, sadl looks (n lake-blue syes ;

I slt and watoh. and bhope and doubt

I know not what, whoen schuol lota out.

Were [ 80 y a4 flioy who kuow

The mlld ruls, just there below,
Would I be glad aa they who pass

By gralssfisld fanoe and pasture grass 7
WouldI be glad the home-honnd way,
And laugh and shout and romyp aa they ?
It might be 8o iu roundabont,

But vot aa now, when school lets out

Home day—how soon I cannot tell,

But some-dsy soon, I know full well

My foot shall fall with beat ss slow

The green-lald way that hera do go.
And I shall feel my great hoart rise

To tender looks from lake-blue eyes,
Aud there shall ba, uo fear, no duubt.
Her hand in mine, when school lets out.

My Grandmother’s Ghosl
Story.

By M. W,

We were geated arannd the e, in
the old onk-punelled parlor, ticed o
ufter o long duy's skuting, and th-
ronghly enjoying the quict ol repeoee
i the comfort wad  swoagpoith of the -
mestle hearth, bnow kleepy, cat-lihe
fushlon, when dack, my eldest hrotler,
roustug himscll with a <tretel anil o
mighty vuwn, vxelaimed, “Why, girls
how gnict vou all wre! Nree v quin
done up? Can't any oone sing o nice
pathetic bnllad, or o good jolly hting

sonEf—or ean’t any o one of yon o play |
K ! |

Well,

romething *—Nuos—nll tontired »
who will tell uw n goud ghost story 2

“Rubbikh, Jack! A ghost story-—
who believes such follies ™" pogliol
Gernldine. We are guite above sl
nonsense In these practical matter-of-
et duys."

SART replisd Jack, with o longe-
thrawn sigh, *‘s there ue faith lert on
the earth? Ol these degenerate day <!
Areall the charming tnt-- W used T
shudder at so delightfully in the doy <
of our childhood utter bosh *—loes not
one wmongst ug, in his or her secret
soul, nurse a fond, Hugering, uncons
fessed belief In the shadowy world of
ghosts, hobgoblins, fuiries or spirits*™

SLdo interrapted our grandmel her,
shortly.

“You, granny " exeluimed o chorns
ol lHluIIE.ﬂ]u-t[ VOiees,

“Yer, children, | da™ veplivd the
old Iady, looking ut us over her <pus
tacles in n very dignified nenuer.

Now, my grandimother was the i

rson | Fl;l'illtl hrve agensed ol Dieljey - ‘

In the supernatoral, A < rong-
wded, stroog-bodied ol Ty, <ome-
atoon the wrong side of siventy

ractical and matter-of-fact 1o a tanlt:

andsome still in her ol age y and the
alear-cut nose and brow, ad deelded
mouth ardd chin, forbade the notion of
wenkness or eredulity being Tewding
fentures in her charneter.

“You belleve In ghosts, gradung ¥
sl Hitle Alive at lengthy “and dn
fulries, ton¥'"

Sl wradthisg corpae lghts,
fetfehes 7" Tunghed Geraldine,

UNay—1 did not say that,” replicd
my grundmother. “You make too mieh
of my confession of faith. T merely
sald I belleve in ghostsy nwl 1o,

CSWhy " we adl exelabed, with one
volce,

“Becnuse, answered  the gentle
lady, “I have seen what T firmly  be-
lieve to have been a spirit from the
other world."

SO exclsimed Alice, ina voicr of
nwe; “tell us sbout it grandma, please,
do?”' And we all joined eagerly In
the request.

“Well, my dears,” said the old lady,
after a little hesitation, taking ofl” her
spectacles, and laylng down her knlt-
tfng. S will relute to you my one sole
experience  of the spiritunl  world,
Though the event I am golug to tell
you about, happened more than fifty
years ugo, it ia as fresh in my mind s
if it had only taken place yesteriny.
No lapse of time will ever deaden or ef-
fuce the impression it made on me.

Fifty-three yeara ago | was 8 voung
girl of eighteen yenrs old, 1 waw n
tall, strong, active lasgie, fond of rid-
Ing, hunting, fishing, aud all country
sports and pastimes. 1 ecomld dance
down any one in the conntry side, lead
the hunt In my own county, and was
never known to turn aslde for the stifi-
eat fenee, or to refuse the broadest
diteh,, Fear was an unknown sensa-
tion to me. I did not know what nervos
meant, and headuches were strangers to
me. I was full of health, strength, and
spirits. I was not bad-looking, either,
in those days,” added the gentle lady,
with a gigh, and glancing at Geraldine,
who ourli'nlh('r wd often told us, was
the image of what he remembered his
mother In the days of his own child-
hood, “I had many offers, and not a
few admirers. I never cared but for
one of them, children, and he was your
grandfather. ““Ah, what years ago it
reems!" and my grandmother paused
# moment, and wiped her eyes,

Well, when I was Just about eightecn
I weut to pass a couple of months with
your grandfuther's uncle at Gayton
Tastle. It was a long time before the
fire which afterwards destroyed the

il

wuent wing took place, and no one who
hun not seen the Custle before that hap-
preved can bmagine what w perfect spec
[hmen of womedbeval wrehltecture It then
W,

Feomndle ngereat dmpresson on e, |
remetmber, wn T odvove up to It for the
Heut e one afterncon enrly In D
cember, "U'he rayw of the wettlng won
pllstened on the windows, wid vanmed
the studped glass o glow aod sparkle
Tke Josweln b thelr HBght 3 n long nvenne
of b Diew Lol to e Castle gt throngh
w hoely wooded park, and o the dis-
Lenee w long runge ol monntabs slood
ot elear wnd dbatber sgdost the o
wel wky.

A Durpe purty of vislors were qk-
semmbled nt the Castlequite thirty of
i Dwhionhid sy, and nomerey time we
(el o I—Mahing il whooling,  awd
fhoantMg, oo which the Tadies Jiilllﬁ.ﬂ,
were the arder of the duy.

AL Jengthow hned frostesct in, which
Detlectunl y put wo ostop teoall autdoor
attserent o obiliged v to full hiek
[on bindoor pouesulin for onre diversion.
[ A when, one evening, wiere ull
Frheed of cierds el minsle, aod Knew not
[what to wet nbout, all Ladled it oas

bright lden when a young hady of the
pirly snggrested thut we shiould explore
L the alisnigeed portion of the Castle, vom-
Fmondy enlled the west wing.
| U Ahag young ladies e ladned Sie
|‘ill_\'. ke care of yourselves when
[ you get futo the aunted room. "

Clethere a hwunted  rooim 2
vlabimed s “how delightful ! Come, la-
dies, hoere in the ||n|l-|-l\o-|-}|v| soler s

Follow her, and o thie ghost.”

Hewven forbdd, miss! siid the ald
womb, gravely s e owanbd beoan 111
| sighty indeed, ol followed Ty i con-
seenees, "

“Oh, Mrs, Carey," T lnnghinl, “wlin
belleves in gueh nonsense us prlhostss
I will sleep auy night you like io your

W
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e
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Indueed hier to huve the terrible room
put In urder for m? reception.

S wempting Providenee, minss and
Inylng yoursell open w the wnares of
the wwmpter. I Mr, Gernld were here
he wonildo't allow 1, depend one It
il sl the good womnn,

CNensense my denr Mres, Cuarey 1
replled, luuflllug. “Iuhindl ulpep here an
soriodly wned wioswiefely un T whould Tn the
newest, brightest room in the Castle,
So gowd night, Mrs. Carey, and don't
whirme yourself abont me.”

The rope beslde the chlmney-plece
rhngs the alurm,  Misg, shoull you re-
ukeed help™ whe peplied, Kl'n\'a'{y, and
left the room.

Before getting into bed | examined
wy new spartiment ;) te conbers glowed
o the hearthy wed T oput on o log or
twao to keep up the fire. Now that the
pluee hud been dustsd, wned the furni-
ture set fnorder, the room didn't look
o webrdy and  yet—andd yob—well, 1
wius ol surry when I ofound myselfl in
bedd, s thie candle safely put out! 1
felt onld, bty for nll that, 1 seon fell
Jl-"‘l'l'll.

Next omorubng muny were the fn-
guiries with whiel I was grected when
}nmu-:lrml al the bhreakfust table, but (o
wll them 1 otrinmphantly  replied  that
never i Topassed o Tetter aitght, al
that Mre. Cupey s ghost, like all others,
wis iy .

Soctwe e three alghts passed quicetly,
but on the fourth 1 nwoke suilidenly
with o stirt. What lund brughusd by iy
bedk-cortabns, word whore  waus the Too-
step D uow diktinetly heanl eross the
room ? L waited with a beatbog heart
The fire-light still dimly illuninted
the roon, wil, to my horror, u ark
"nunu'lhluf" crossed it then the hicker-

| T e dbed owt, wod T owas Left bn Ui
Cdherkness owith iy unknown visitant,

A this moment the Custle clock steack
two—a deep <igh eelioed through the

hotimted t'h}lmhl'r, \l|1I| ]a]l‘unnrv, Wil e, | l'1'|||1'|r|h|‘r o more—|1 A=
I will answer for it no ghost or sprite | | fuinted !

will disturh my peaceful slumbers,

“hat's right, Kate!™ exelubmed Siv | qyiversal attention.

Next morning my pule looks attraetd
But 1 compluinel

tany, lll'l;l‘]li‘ll;{. “You're w brave gicl. Lofa violent headache, to which | at-
I odou't believe In the ghost, thoagh D reibnued thio,

Mrseo Carey there does, wnd my ow

SWell, well, Kate" sadd Sir Gy,

poor mother did alsod bat slie wis ' Pve pews for you that will hiring

vervous frgthe creature, Heaven Bless
‘hi-r*—al’ruill al her own shadow, oo
thing! T'he ghost I the anly fumily
prossession L do notvaloe, mndd for which
I inve w seceet contempt. Bt thepe!
I shoeking Mrs, Carey by my ir-

Vesat o dliscavery .

Wtk ed Morss ey dosea o long
corendor s o wliieh ted frome the south to
Pl sest s i of the Castle, up alunge the
vk stirense s thivongl a wmber ol ifis-
bt rontns, #ome paneled with enry el
vtk soines hng witle tapestry, till an
lentl, pushing  open heavy door,
Wil ervached grinldy o its hinges, we
Lol onirselves i o lll'[ugl-u:ﬂ roumn,
durk vl glovmy -loeking, in spite of
e bargee oval window fucing the rest
Uit gave gt tooit, and bepeatheo w hich
Ly thos still, deep waters of the mont,
ol whivh the rays of the winter poon
By =k ded s ghitthepd,

| Tl roome was completely furni=hid
i the styvle of two venturies ngo. A
Plarge varven] oak fonre-poster, g with
-||'|'|| ek enrtains, stol fooone COTNer
bestilie dr, on the right, swas o olil and
massive chest sl on the 1ot oo waril-
ol hizh, oarrow, il
TR IS
A spinnet stood not far from the im-
st Dewrtle, sl \:lt'lnllhi_\ -ll.'l[u-ll
Uliirs lere aed there in the
apartoient, whilst o orge ek on the
wall, dn the form ol g erneitix that had
o g there ing former duys, The
pluee had a steange, weind nspect, nild
<ilenee fell on us s the hoansekeeper
sadily Phisg yonng Tolies, i the lann-
tosd clisimiber, "
A vold wiv, cobder than the Deeember
Cwind, seenend 1o pervaide e apurtmient,
A dome loose l)it‘l’l‘.“llll laptstry, II:IH,'.:'-
ing o the walls, vasthed sl guiverad
e thee Lifasr
HCome away, Kate!™ siid iy vonsin
Lavev, shioadderinge ;. o gway
Vhere s something horeid here, i eerp-
tin.”"
“Why, Loo ™ Lerded, taking lier by
buth haods ol
fuce s Ldeclhare you aee guite prle! |
vow | have taken goite o funey o this
tootr, ] shialdl never e <atistivd antil
[ 1 have slept in it
SWhat Toadone, Kute ! shie veplivd,
shivering., “Iadeed, think it will have
to be alone, for none of us wonld dare
o sleep with you, sl s to the maid-
serviints—iuat de come away! Al!
whnt wies that " she added, as g sound
hetween a moun and o sigh was heard,
followed by a pit-pit-pattering.
sSaints detemd us o ejreadated Mrs,
! Carey, who wus o devont Catholie,
lerossing herself,

ol

I[I'I !

SNonsense, il L exeluimed ; it
s nothing but the wind, and the snow
fulling from the roof” But they all
| took to Might, Ted by Mrs. Carey, When
Ioleft the room I was fuin to confess
that 1 heard o beavy footfall behind
me, L followed the flying erotlid, how-
ever, with aslow and dignified pace. |
felt no fear, but only anintense curiosity
aned a feeling of determination to in-
gquire into the secrets of this haunted
apurtment more clogely,

Ax Christmas drew near, other guests
were wdided (o onr nwmbers and all the
usunlly ocenpied rooms of the Castle
were oceupied, when Sir Guy receivad
a letter nunouncing to him the advent
of a relation o whom he could not well
refuse his hospitality.

“My room Is at your service, uncle,”
sald 1 gally.

“Amd where will you migreate to,
Kate P replied he, doubtfully glancing
nt Mrs, Carey,

“Oh! to the haunted room, sie," I
replied earelessly. 1 shonld really like
it.. Yon know 1 have no fear of the
snlu‘rlmlnrul, 80 do say yes."

begged, 1 conxed, I entreated, and
at last prevailed on Sir Guy to give the
necessary order for my change of
npartment; but Mre, Carey waid far
harder to persuade than Sir Guy, and
it was with the greatest difficulty that I

" hald
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back the volor o your chieek.
will b here to-morrow '™

This was news indeed !
futher,

Givrald

Your griuil-
who was then in the Guards,
not expectieg to pet leave  fo
wnother three woeks ut leaat,

L =oun forgot the vision (for so 1 per-
Ssted bnendling it to myselt) of the
previogs night, In o dreams of o far Jdif-
terent orders and when, that nighe, |1
vetired w bed, sleep gnickly fell onomy
weury  eyes, and 1o owoke not  until

| the bright morning sun fang his ruvs

civinsly |

o the newly awakened world,

But the day passed and no Gerald ar-
rivedl. Vainly 1 owaited and watehed,
longing to henr the sonnds of his
horse’s hoofs ringing up the avenne;
und  when the  Castle  elock strack
eleven, more disappointed wnd vexed
than | cared to acknowledge, 1 glowly
took my departure to my weird cham-
ber in the west wing.

At looked more repellant and gloomy
than vsunl, I thought, amd felr as if un-
seen  beings were hoking about, 1
started st the sonnd of my own foot-
gteps, kid when T oerossed the room to
grtinto bed, hardly dired 1o look up
belitd e,

But Lslepts for T oremember rousin
toa sense of existence by a loud 1[1”5
tht <hiook the whole room, amd the
sume fow, shivering sigh 1 had heard
three piglns hefure wis r'l-ln-ull-ti v loge
tomy ear. "The heavy footstep erossed
the room, nod distinetly, at the foot of
my bl the figare of & monk wrapped
in o long, dark robe, with & hood drawn
closely over irs hewd, shaped  itselfl
slowly ont of the darkness,

I conld not diseern the features of the
apparitjon, bot the glittering of the
shigke-like eyves was plainly (o be dis-
tingruished? 1 gazed us i tuscinated on
the awflul being before me. 1 cannot
suy 1 fenreed i but my heart fell chill,
anddl the mmrrow in my bones frozen
with awe D and g sense of deep, Inex-
plieable mystery took hold of me, as 1

Danw i radse s w hite hod, and beekon
looking  her i the !

to meto follow it

The eyes of the fearful being seemed
Lo exereise a strange influenee over me
and I oraised myselt in bed as if to obey
its bidding. At that moment the sigh
was repested and 1 heard a faint voice
whisper close to my car in tones that
curdled my hlood, “Tleed him not !

But the influence of those eyes was
too strong for me, I eonld not resist,
wnd gquitting my  bed 1 followed my
ghostly  condnetor  acrosg the room,
feeling 1 hnd no will but his,

The room seemed changed and  was
It up by a strange glare.  Over the
niche in the wall hung a large crucitix,
veiled in black, and beneath it stoml an
altar, on which burned many lighted
tapers: and to the left of it a small door
in the onken wainseoting stood open,

Through it and down n narrow stain
crise 1 fnﬁm\ el my guide,

Presently we stood together on the
tdge of the moat beneath the oriel win-
dow. The anow fell fust, and the wind
whistled bitterly around ug, but I felt it
not.

What awful power had this fearful
being obtained over me that 1 followed
him whither he would through storin
und snow

1 felt speM-bound, without an atom of
my bousted power of will to resist his
behests,

At length we arrived at the angle of
the west wing, where the old draw-
bridge had once stood; and there my
guide, tumlng: suddenly towards me
und throwing back his hood, struck at
me with a shining weapon he held in
his hand.

Thereupon the spell that had held
me seemed broken, and, with a wild
ery, I fell to the earth insensible,

Vhen I recovered consclousness, Ger-
ald was bending over me. Ho raised

me in his arms, wrapped his traveling
clonk round me, and carried me into
the Custle,

Then for many days, I lny sick unto
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death, The straln on my nﬂr\;rl, iy
the exponira 1o the u-nl!{ had Vween too
much }m me, nnd It was months before
my wonted wtrength returned,

Fora long me Gernld and [ avolded
wll conversntlon relatlve to my strange
wdventiure ; but curlonlty to know how
It was b luol arrlved Just in thne to
wive e, overcame my disnd ke w tulk on
the wabject.  Your Grandfather told me
that when w wible or wo only from the
Castle hie b vuddenly  beeame hmbued
with a certainty thut I was In some
dendly In-nl, unel bn weed of him; that
thin feeting hnd gulekly Inereased ; aid
that as he entered the nvenue a volee
bad whispered to him, ** Haste ! haste !

He then galloped to the door, and as
he dismonnted he hwd distinetly heard
the snme volee whinper, “Help her—
the m{..‘" wnd wome unknown luflu-
clwe then lmpelled bl to rush to
the epot, where he found
wengible on the grownd.

Now , ehlldren, o yon wonder 1 b
Heve In ghosty "

We were all silent for w while, and
then Alee wndd, 1« there no legend re-
h\tlng to thin monk . grandimn ¥

“Yen, child, whe peplied: “yvour
grandfather told me that  too, ufter-
wards,  Thelegend fs vague, but tradi-
Hon saye that the voung widow of ane
of the first Lords of Gay ton wasdrow ned
I the moat by hier vonfessor, omonk of
the Dominican order.  Sinee the west
wing has been burned down, Gayton
Custle has been free from spiritnal visi-
tuta, And now, grandehildren, see, |t
i past the witehing hour of midnight,
and o let us off to bed

me " -

Litorary _ FPrediotions.

A writer in the seventeentl century
— Wil Winstanley —in his* Lives of
the English Poets”" thos  speaks and
prophesies of Milton: Jolin Milton
wis one whose nutural piarts might de-
servedly give him w place among  the
principal of our English poets, having
written two heroie poems and & trag-
ey, But his fume hop gone out like a
cuncle bnoa soafl, and his memory will
wlwavs stink.”  One of the most illus-
trious of Milton's brother bards,  Fd-
mund Waller, in one of his letters, re-
fers to “*Parmdise Lost™ ar 4 wedious
poem by the blind ol sehoolmaster, in
which there is nothing remarkable but
the length.  Horwee Wildpole ax shrewid
aman wind as accmmplished o oeritic as
ever lived, has abligingly informed us
who were the rirst writers™ in 1733,
Posterity woulidl probably guess with
Miucuubny that they were Hume, Field-
g, smolletr, Richirdson, Johnson,
Wurburton, Colling, A keunside, Grray.
Notut all, They were, aceording to a
contemporary, Lord Chesterfield, Lord
Bath, Mr. Willlam Whiteliead, sSir
Charles Williaws, Mr. Soame, Jenynge,
Mr. Cambridge, and Mr. Coventry =
that 15 to suy, w pack of seribblery, only
one of whom is known even by name to
ninviy-nine readers out of a hundred
—Lord Chestertield, and he 18 remem-
bered chietly as the ninepin of Dr.
Johuson and Cowper. Ueorge Stey-
ens lis remarked that nothing short of
an act of Parliiment would induce peo-
ple to readd the sonnets of Shakspeare,
and Johuson prophesied a safe immor-
tality for Pomfhret’s fumous **Choice.”
Everyoue knows how the great Edin-
borvigh received Byron's first attempts
and whiat it “prophesied” concerning
him.  When  Dickens  brought  out
“Pickwick,” a leading review, conde-
seending to notice the *low cockney
tale,” shrewdly perceived that the
author was already proving himselfun-
equal, and that the *‘thin vein of
buor™ was rapidly Nhowiu% signn of
exhanstion. In the author of ZEunone”
“Locksley Hall " and “I'he Lotos Eat-
ers,” the keen and searching  critical
geunen of the Quarterly coukd only
gee u uinor star of the “galaxy or milky
way of poetry of which the lamented
Kears wus the harbinger,” and the
future anthor of the *ldyls" and “In
Menmoriam™ was received with peals of
lnughiter, and consigned placidly to ob-
livion Londun (Hobe,

beldiers Afraid of Hica

The correspondent of the London
News writes: Our company i# made up
of S¢rvians, Russians, & Frenchman, a
Swiss, & Prussian, an Austrian and a
Croat, 8o that we are rather a polyglot
were. T Le thatch of the barrack
swarms with mice, which have a fea-
tive halit of dropping down on the
aleeper's face, and they have been aoc-
cused, I cannot say with what justice,
of attempting to nestle in beards. The
Russiana have a perfectly frantic hor-
ror of mioe. | have seen a veteran who
would not turn his head at an explod-
ing shell, jump from bhis bedin the
middle of the night in & paroxysm of
fear, and, drawing his sword, make
fruntio cuta and passes atthe spol
where he believed his tormentors were
larboring. I bave seen another rush
ont into the cold night air becanse a
monse ran nacross his face, and refuse
to re-enter till the break of day. Gen.
Douchtouroff, who used to be one of the
inhabitanta of our barracks, emigra-
ted altogether on moccount of the mice,
and Atted ap for himself a rough lente
d' abri behind it, into whieh he orept
nightly without undresaing, and slept
there till the wind wrecked his habita-
tion, when he had to go into winter
quarters in the Chancellerie, Mice
abound there, too, bat he fights against
them by the device of baving his iron
bedstead in the middle of the room,
and he does not so much wmind their
playing on the floor under him. -

—The new Chinese coin is the fif-
tleth part of a cent in value, and five
pounds are equal to a nickel.

—An average of 110,000 letters is dall
received at the Boston toftice.
year ago the average was 91,000 letters
a day.
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The curions custom of joking on the
first of Aprll, son the ignorant or
anwiry fraitleds errands, for the
suke 0f making them feel foolish and
havipg a langh at them, prevails very
widely in thus world. And whether
you ¢all the victim a “Fourth month
dunoce,” an "April fool,” an "April
fish'' (anin France), or an " April gowk”
(as in Heotland), the object, vo decsive
him and lsugh at him, is everywhere
the same.

The custom has been traced back for
ages; all throngh Euarope, as far back
as the records go. *“The Feast of
Fools" in mentioned as celobrated by
the anclent Romans. In Asia the

1ir?{ Mindoos bave a festival, ending on the

8lat of March, called the **Huli festival,”
in which they play the same sort of first
of April pranks,—translated into Hin-
doo,—Inughing at the victim, and mak-
him a “Huli fool.”™ It goes back even
to Persia, where it is supposed to have
a beginuing, in very ancient times, in
the crlebration of spring when their
New Year begins,

How it came to be whal we every-
where find it, the wise men cannot
agree. The many authorities are so
divided, that I ses no way but for us to
accept the custom aa we find it, wher-
ever we may happen to be, and be care-
ful not to abuse it.

Some jokes are peculiar to particular
places. In England, where it is called
All Fools' Day, one favorite joke is to
send the greenhorn to a bookseller to
bay the “Life and Adventures of Eve's
grandmother,” or to s cobbler to buy
a few centa worth of “'atrap oil,”- strap
oil being, in the language of the shoe-
making brotherbood, & personal appli-
cation of the leather. The victim usu-
ally gets a good whipping with astrap.

There was a old superstition in Eng-
land that prayers tothe Virgin at eight
o'clock on All Fools' Day would be of
wonderful efficacy, and 1t is serionaly
mentioned by grave writers of old days,
In Scotland the first of April fun is
called “bunting the gowk,” and con-
sists most often in sending a person to
another a long way off, with a note
which says, “Hant the gowk another
mile.” The recipient of the note gives
him & new misaive to still another, con-
taining the same words; and so the
sport goes on, till the victim remembers
the day of the month, and sits down to
rest and think about it.

In France, where the custom is very
ancient, the jokes are much the same;
bat the victim is called an “*April fish,”
because he is easily caught. In one
part of France there is a custom of eat-
ing a certain kind of peas which grow
there, called pois chiches.
there ia to send the peasants to a cer-
tain convent to ask for these peas, tell-
ing them that the fathers are obliged
to give some to every one who comes
on that day. The joke is aa much on
the monks as on the peasants, for there
i8 often a perfect rush of applicants all
day.

A more disagreeable custom prevaila
in Lisbon on the first of April, when
the great object is to poar water on
the passers-by, or, failing in that, to
throw powder in their faces. If both
can be done, the joker is happy.

I need not tell you the American
etyles of joking: nailing & piece of sil-
ver to the side-walk; tying a string to
a purse, and jerking it away from
greedy fingers; leaving tempting-look-
ing packages, filled with sand, on door
steps; frying doughnula with an inter-
liping of wool; putting salt in thesagar
bowl, ets. You kovow too much al-
ready.

But this custom, with others, com-
mon in coarser and rougher Limes, is fast
dying out. Even now it is left almost |
entirely to playful children and the un-
educated classes. This sentiment,
quoted from an Enpglish almanac of a
hundred years age, will 1I'm sure, meet
theapproval of “grown-ups”of the nine-
teenth century :

“But 't {aa thing to be disputsd,
Which ia the greateat fool reputed,

The one whu innocontly went,
Ur he that bim desiguedly sont.”

—8t, Nicholaa.

Books are not made for furniture,
but there is nothing else that so beau-
tifully furnishes a bouse. The plainest
row of books is more significant of re-
finement than the most elaborately
carved sideboard. Give us a home
furnished with books rather than fur-
niture—=both if voun can, but books at
any rate. To spend several days at a
friend’s house, and hunger for some-
thing to read, while you are treading
on costly carpets, and sitting on lnxu-
rious chairs ard sleeping upon down,
a8 if one were bribing your body for
the sake of cheating your mind. Books
are windows through which the soul
looks out. A house without them is
like a room without windows. No man
has & right to bring up his clildren
without surrounding them with books,
if he has the means to buy them. Itis
& wrong to his family. Children learn
through being in the presence of books.
The love of knowledge comes with
reading, and grows upon it; and the
love of knowledge in & young mind is
almoat warrant against the inferior ex-
citementa of passsion and vice.

The joke ’

NEWS IN BRINY. i

—Boston 1s m‘{:ln‘ Lo get the bulk of
the beof-ablpping business o Enghund
In her owu ‘I,wmn.

—A chalr of hommopathy s W be es-
tabllshed 1n tho lowa State Unlverslly
durlng the summor.

—PFrof. Seelye, the scholac In politics,
has given his anlary to the wvnw-
herst, the money to be expen In
sldewalks,

—It g clalmed that §$30_ 000 werth of
hogs have died durlng the past year of
cholera In a olrele of Ave miles aroand
Homer, 111,

—It 1s sald that there are more Bap
tist churches aod members ln Phlladel-
phia than In any othercity In the world,
save Loadon, '

—The @raghic ls the only paper. In
| this eountry odn Illul{nu a boat

race 0,000 mllea away on the same day
of lth happeuning.

—Tke Pennsylvania rallroad eom-
pany ls baviug 136 refrl oars
constructed for the carrylog of meat
from Texas to New York.

—The boats of the Royal Natlooal
Life Boat Institutlon, of England, last
year saved 616 llves, besides msalsting
numerous vessels ln distress.

—Judge Peleg Sprague of Boston le
the oldest ex-Unlted Siates senator now
living. He was a member of the Malne
Legislature Afty-six years ago.

—The manufacture of sllk In the
Unlted States Increased from two mil-
lion dollars worth In 1880, w twenty-
tiye milllon dollars worth lu 1878.

—The Permanent Exhibition at
Philadelphia I8 an assured suoocess.
Every foot of space has been applied for,
and half as much again could nave been
tisposed of.

—The Russian czar, durlog the 23
years of his reign, has not lndorsed a
single capltal sentence, although there
were 221 such In the period from 1855
to 1860 ulone.

—The colored people of Raleigh, N.
C., have called a convention on first
Monday of May to devise some plan for
bettering thelr condition by colenlza-
tion or otherwise,

—A private polar expeditlon wlill
leave New York In the early summer,
| ostensibly for trading purposes, bul ln
| reality to search for records of the
| Franklin expedition.

|  —The male members of the Swedlsh
colony In Arvstook county, Me., were
all uaturalized several days ago. The
colony now numbers about 600 persons,
and Is said to be flourishing.

l —4{apt. Eben Pierce and Relmar
Eggers, both of New Bedford, Mass.,
buve Jointly invented a breech-loading
whaling gun, which will throw & lanoe
750 feet with destructive effect.

—Of the coast of YVirginla, about five
| miles from the mainland, is an island
upon which roam numbers of ponles as
wild us the mustang. How or when
they settled theré is not known.

—The efty council of Danville, IIl.,
{ prohibited the boys from running vel-
ocipedes upon the sidewalks. The boys
In a 8pirit of retaliation petitioned the
councils to prohibit the wheeling of
baby wagonas.

—One of the rarest books printed In
the pineteenth centary is the first edi-
tion of the “*Book of Mormon,” b-
lished at Pll::grt, N. Y., In 1830, Eﬂl
Macaulay tried in vain for years to pro-
cure a copy of it.

—Hannibal Hamlln, sinoce Bimon
Cameron’s retirement, is the oldest
senator, reckoning from the timé he
entered that body, but Lis service has
not been continuous. Seustor Anthony
is the oldest senator ln contlnuous ser-
vice,

—The Baroness Mayer de Rothsehild
lutely died on board her yacht at Nice.
She had been sailing about the Mediter-
ranean all winter in the hope of bene-
fitking her health. Her only chlld,
Mlile. Hannsh de Rothschlld, inberits
the estata.

—Joseph Bonaparte, King of Spain,
onee possessed n ponderous set of mili-
tary maps of Franece and Belgium, and
these have just been presented to the
University of Calitornin, by Mr. Mall-
luird, of San Ratael, One of the map-
cases is perforated by a bullet.

—Mrs. Frost Thorne, the widow of
the gentleman who was drowned |a the
Mohawk disaster last summer, intends
t return to the stage. She ls a daughter
of K. L. Davenpn‘:l.‘,onnd will take back
her malden name of Lily Vioing Daven-
port when she resumes her old profes-
slon.

—Judge S. C. Huﬂuﬁ:, of San Fran-
cisco, has offered to ¢ $100,000
with the Treasurer of ifornia, on
condition that the State shall promise to
pay 7 per centum a year forever to the
University of California, the ‘smount
thus recelved to be divided intg two
parts, one of $4,000 and the‘other of
$3,000, the former to be used atfirst to
purchase books for a law library, snd
the latter for a professor’s salary.

—The Central Pacific Rallroad Com-
pany has lately arranged to have 40,-
U0 Eucalypius Globs trees set out
along the 500 miles of the right of way
of the company. This is only the first
instalment, as it will require about
800.000 of the trees for the 500 miles of
valley where r.ho{ are to be cultivated.
‘I'he immediata object of the plan lata
increase the humidity of the region,
and lessen the liability to droughts.

—The Modoc Indians, now number-
ing fifty-four males and sixty-three fo-
malea, are located on a very fertlle
tract containing 4,000 acres, in the
northeast corner of the Shawnee re-
serve, Indian Territory. They have
engaged energetioally in labor during
the past year, and as a result, have a
large and valuable orop on their farm.
The Government has expended §1,883
for their schooling for tem months,
which is under the supervision of the
Soolety of Friends.




