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LETTER FROM THE SEA-SIDE.
et
. WizmiNnaToN, Jan. 29.

At 8% o'clock p. M., on Jan. 2nd,
1884, 1 bourded - the train at Char-
lotie for W ilmington, via, of the
Curelina Central R. R. All night
loug we trayelled and when the day-
light came again it seemed as if I
had urrived upon a new planet, so
different was the face of the coun-
try—Aflat as wfloor, and covered with
a dense growth of the long-leaf pine
of.“‘tar,'pitch and tarpentine” fame.

The rapid transit from the hills
to low lands, from mountain-boom-
ers to sand-lappers, called to my
wind the mysterious stories that I
had read-long ago in the “““Arabian
nights.” Houses and men were
ubout the only familiar objects to be
seen—the men in the country gen-
erally looked pale and swarthy as if
the blood had left the face to care
for itself while it fled to parts un-

1 -known, to one minus medical knowl-
: edge

bontrad - Meschenie,

“The* houses down® east-are very
generally inferior to the country
- farm “houses in  the west—smaller
und less valuable. But this may be
said to the gredit of the down east-
ers thut while: the outward appear-
ance of their homes are inferior to
ours in the west yet they display
mere taste on the inward arrange-
mi#At. Give more attention to es-
thetics.

But now the train is nearing
Wilmington and I am anxiously
looking from the window to catch
the first glimpse of the “‘city by the

sea.” This glimpse the traveler

! ge%the-trﬁn moves by the Na-

vassa Guano works whwh stand on

| thebanks of the west braneh of the

C'u.pa:Ean.r about 34 miles from the
city:” By reference to the map you
w.tll see that the Cape Fear divides
into twe large streams just opposite
the Carolina Central depot. The
large body of land between the rivers
is under cultivation in rice—now
nnd there the people eat a little rice
akd homins domﬁ]ere. But I'must
fkuep ny gaze on the city—the
t‘dark and dreary” like
the one on “which’ Longfellow so
naturally penned the ‘Ilainy Day”
and only dim outlines of the city
can be seen through the fog, driz-
zling rain, and curling smoke and
from work-shop, factory, fur-
trﬁ‘n and steam-bost engincs.
Thﬁ most entertaining and interest-
'ing sight that meets the eye of the
“meountain boomer” as he crosses
the Cape FearR: R. bridge is the
vessels that carry the burdens of

the deep, - "dark
B vav gl

Reader I know you have often
stood and watched the limbless
trunks of dead-frees in newly clear-
ed land as they moved to and fro in
the winds of March, and this is the
but idea I can give you of the view
Ihn.d that morningamong the mast-
" heads of 60 or 70 vessels that lay at
a.nchpr pn ‘the rolling, restless bo-
som  of the Cape Fear in front of
Wmhmm The ideas that rush

d when first ome takes
in sm IJH!:& ean more-ea-
sily be imagined that ralated. So
come and get a view for yourself.

is ; 388 you ook, thought flies
t.snt ‘wing many a distant
 land from whence come these black-
| orid *trs”" within whose bosoms
lives alove for distant wife and
child. ™ Anit tHse ol “riasts call to
neienl $he lines of' Miltom : '

“The pine

Hewn on Norﬁsg‘hlf hills to-be the

Of some tsll ammiral’ % . 4
ithin. the of your vision
wil‘l‘r afl;&r‘ mxl:;lmo: of water
vehicles, from the oar, and skiff
, bosty e, the- mammoth, vessel , or
ocean steamer. Little boats, big
boats, sharpies, steam yachts, steam
tug-boats, (for drawing ' or:towing

essels from ¢ to the
I;:f:,: lemmgton)mn
ssiling veggels,, two, and three mast-

od schooners, Barques and Brigs,

w taling in, others putting out
[ " At some other time |

m.mm

wool.” How can they tell when
daylight comes ? It reminds ns of
the darkness that Moses describes in
Egypt That could be felt—so can

But every dark cloud had its
bright “‘silver lining” and here
comes Burge Crispall full of smiles,
as the bright side of this Afric
painting. How pleasant to meet a
familiar face unexpectedly at a
strange place—’tislike findinga cool
spring of water ina desert land. - So
while the colored *‘buss-men” were
insisting on *‘dis, dat an de ndder
hotel” my friend led me away to his
excellent boarding house were I met
his father, Rev,. J. C. Crisp, who
by the way is very popular on the
Topsail circuit near here. Brother
Crisp is yet jolly and frisky—the
happiest man nunder all cireumstan-
ces thut | ever met.

In the city, Wilmington appears
to best advantage, hus broad streets
and well laid out. Has a good city
government under the management
of mayor Hall who is a perpendicu-
lar man every way you take him,
officially, morally and physically.
Has many beautiful and costly resi-
dences, fine business houses, and
excellent chureh and school build-
ings. The post office, court house
and hotel buildings are not in keep-
ing with the present demands of the
city. Butwe understand that move-
ments are on foot for imprevement
in all these buildinge. One other
fact ; I'll venture that Wilmington
has more chicken stealers than any
city of same size in America. I see
the causeof thisus I walk the streets
in day-light, namely: So many
idle negroes. Now I tell you
its hard on Methodist preachers to
live where all the chickens arestolen
—hard on the Baptists to live where
the ducks are stolen—hard on Epis-
copalians or. Presbyterians to live
where the turkeys are stolen, hard
on all to live where there are so
many sinners to steal.

But Wilmington isnot just by the

sea-side—30 miles awgy if you go
‘via of Cape Fear river—7 miles if
you go to the sonnd via of shell read.
At 2 p. M., I go on board the steam-
er Louise at her wharf, foot of Mar-
ket street, and take passage for
Smithville. The river is rough,
and the boas rolls considerably.
The beomer is now having his first
experience on the water and he is
fearfully afraid of getting sea-sick.
If once the crew or local travelers
find out that afellow is green in the
business of trarelling on water they
will begin to dgscribe sea sickness ;
talk about swallowing a piece of fat
bacon with a string tied to it to pull
it back, ete, ; all this to aggravate
the tendency to sicken, and to testa
fellow’s capacity to keep this inside
‘dlnner bucket from turning bottom
up, and divalging the contents. So
your boomer did his utmost at ‘““put-
ting on airs” walking back and forth
on deck as if he were calmly viewing
‘the familiar scenes of his early life,
As the boat neared the ocean thsz
river became more and more rough
and the boomer had to put on more
nerve strength, especially about the
throat in order to keep up the ‘airs’
and keep down the dinner, but he
succeeded. Since that I've often
thought that I needed only theinflu-
ence of example to lead me into ex-
perimental knowledge of that marine
malady. These are some of, the
gymptoms : A lightness about the
‘head, & conscious desire oh the part
of the heels te take its place. Then
two fears come, 1st fear is that you
are going to die. Thesecond fear
is that you won’t die. This is "fol-
lowed by a feeling asif you were
going to yomit the buttons on the
back part of your pants, or the heel
taps of your oldboots. During all
this time you're feeling about for
someth;pg. steady. whore nothing
steady’ i’s found—as white as a gheet,
ds Hmp 'as & dish-rag, you reach the
rafling just in | time to bid a long
_ farewell to your “bacon and heans”
a8 disappear in the dark blue
oo:f " Then aftdk” 4 1w

conyalesdence you feel like one who |
. doge of nature’s most |\ T
ey iroem |

" -
d mw‘.u i

From demgionto the ocean ?.

' the Cape Fear widens from sbout |
fitob,nﬂqmmﬁt\h, 1~¢Hﬂl'ﬂlm

left bank of the river we come in
full view of the rnins of Fort Fish-
er, the story of which has already
been told in the sud history of a
lost, but glorious cause. - ‘
At 4} p. M., the steamer glides
gracefully to her wharf at the pic-
turesque sea-side town of Smithville,
The large number of ““live ouks” the
foliage of which remains green dur-
ing the emtire winter gives the town

appearance.
to meet all strungers but another
familiar fuce brings joy and gladness
to the heart. Jumus Scroggs has
heard of my coming and meets me
at the boat. He .is Pref. Scroggs
now. What anoble face he has,
the index of a noble heart! He has
a fine reputationas ateachcrand a
manof character and the fact thatl
hailed from the same county gave
me prima facia character to begin
with. But while I pen these few
lines Prof. Scroggs is moving to Mt.
Olive N. C., to begin a school on
more enlarged plans and with more
promise of usefulness.

In my next we will go ‘along the
beach and talk about the great
waters. HerNpox TurTLE.
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WHAT CONGRESS IS DOING.

The United States Senate, Feb, 2,
took up the Pacific Railroad bill,
but after a brief Jdebate it went over
until tomorrow. ‘T'he interstate
commerce bill was further discussed

In the Hounse a large number of bills
and resolutions were jutroduced.
A bill was pussed increasing to $1,-
500,000 the limit of appropriation
for a public building at Pittsburg.
Mr. Holman introdnced a bill to
protect the purity of the ballot-box.
An effort was then wmade to take up
the bankruptey bill, which led to
filibustering tactics by the opponents
of the bill, which were continued
until an early hour this morning.

The United States Senate was not
in session, Jan. 31. The House
passed a bill having for its object
‘the removal of certain burdens from
the American merchant mar.ne, and
devoted the remainder of the session
to debate on -the river and harbor
appropriation bill. ‘I'hejcace against
Druggist Drew for presénting frand-
ulent claims against the Navy De-
partzaent was given to the jory on
Saturday night, and the jury was
locked up until Monday.

In the United States Senate, Feb.
3, a bill was introduced to promote
telegraphic communieation between
America and Asia. The’ interstate
commerce bill was further discussed
and amended, and finally the Sen-
ate bill was substituted for the
House bill. A vote on the bill will

'be takentoday. In the House Mon-
day’s session was centinned until
2.15 yesterday momning. Senate,
amendment to concurrent resolution
making arrangement for .counting
the electoral vote was concurred in,
and & bill was passed regulating the
forms of bills of lading. General
debate on the river and harbor bill
was conelnded  and the bill will be
considered by sections today. The
findings of the general court-martial
in the Swaim case have been filed
with the adjutant-general, to be
transmitted to the President, and

against Gen. Swaim. Mrs. Grant
has signified her desire to turn over
to the government at once ‘the
-swords, medals and other relics of
Gen. Grant, which by the terms of
the ngraement with 'Mr. Vandorbxlt

States. |
—-——-‘-.b‘—————'
' mm A%
Oonrt met this., nommg st ten
o’clock, . The entara morning was
consumed . in the examination of
applicanta for ligense to practice law,
The following are the names of
those who m-,w :
M!t ‘B. Lewisy
E. Raper Davids

at all times an inviting and cheerful
Here I had expected

and several amendments voted down. |

new charges have been preferred

she is to pruont to. ‘the "United

nthenincwmﬂm

GONCERNING OEHSURE OF JURIES.

S

Eprror Toprc.—With yeur per-
mission I will give you and your
readers a few thoughts on the Ray
case, as there have have been some
persons who have been pleased to
cast some reflection, either directly
or indirectly, on the jury in regard
to their verdict in said case.

Now allow me to say that they—
the jury—were sworn men, acting

“on their solemn oaths, to give a ver-

dict according to law and the evi-
dence in this particular case ; not
from what the papers say or have
said ; not from rumor or hearsay ;
not even what their own opinions
were as individuals, but from the
evidence sworu to in this particular
case,

If Ray had killed five men or ten
men ynd the jury had every reason
to believe it, yet it would have had

‘0o weight whatever, as you doubt-

less remember that the judge was
explicit in his charge to the jury,
that anything not on evidence was
to be considered as not existing at
all.

Again editors and outsiders have
a wide range for forming and ex-
pressing their opinions and are
privileged to do so, bt quite differ-
ent with men acting on their solemn
oaths, where they are pledged to go
according to law and the evidence,
and that in one particular case—that

't of killing Miller.

Now I wish to call attention to a
few points, that are perhaps not
considered by a great many persons
when expressing their opinions.
First, the difficulty of Saturday,
before the homicide, was comprom-
ised and Mill.r and Ray were friend-
ly. Secondly, that Ray did not go
down in that shaft voluntarily, but
was knocked in by William Burles.
on, one of Miller’s partners.

Again, if you remember the
judge’s charge to the jury, that if
at any time the prisoner expressed a
willingness to quit the fight, it
would be excusable homicide, if the
the jury did not believe that he
(Ray) brought on the fight, and you
doubtless further remember that the
evidence wus that Ray propesed to
stop the fight and go out and behave
himself, but they, Miller, Burleson
and Buchanon, said no, “‘drag him
back, tuke his arms from him and
keep him until morning.” About
the same time a pistol was heard at
the mouth of the shaft and Ray
said, ‘‘some one is killed.” Miller
eaid, ~ ““yes, aud some one will be
killed here, too. 3

Now the question is whether Mil-
ler meant Ray would kill him or
that he would kill Ray; besides that,
Miller had hold of Ray at the same
time, whether in an imploring atti-
tude or in a fightig pesition, is an-
other question to be settled by cir-
cumstances, there being no evidence
as to Miller’s intention.

Again, Judge Gilmerin his charge
to the jury, said they would be al-
lowed to place themselyes in Ray’s
condition, and I think the reasona-
ble conclusion of anysane man, with

a gun and pistol cocked and pre-

sented at him, would be that he was
inimminent danger andwould defend
himself and risk the consequences.

Ray was being tried for killing
only one man, and his character as

‘a dangerous man was not in question

before the jury, and to sam up the
character of Ray and all of his past
life, including five or six murders,,
as some of the papers have it, is
very ungenerous, to say the least,
and is a.reflection on the twelvemen
who felt and realized the respensi-
bility that rested upon them, and still
greater responsibility of condemn-’
ing an innocent fellow man whoae
bIo was at stake, and a slight "error’
in tham ight suffer the most
shameful death known to civiliza-

 tion and I must say that I prefer

that ten, or even twenty guilty per-

sons gb nnpumnhed than pnnuh one

who is innocent.
Now, Mr: Editor, T luwtrud to

give these points and facts in 'the
. cage W8 hmly as ‘T possibly could,’

net caring' to pleasethefancy of any
one 'whe jumps at’ oonu!uiou 'mth-

vite )
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. sENATE—Feb, 2.

the Superior Courts. A substitute

ed and passed its several readings.

Bill to make'it unlawful for per-
sons to practice medicine in the
State without license was laid on the
table.

On motion of Mr. Cooper the
rules were suspended and the bill to
amend section 2834 of the Code re-
lating to the |unlawful killing of
wild turkeys was taken up and on
his motion was &mended 80 as to in-
clude the counties of Macon, Chero-
kee, Jackson and Swain within its
provisions. Mr. Buxton moved %o
amend se as o include also the
county of Stokes and after some dis-
cussion the bill was laid on the

table.
Bill to amenﬂ section 2764 of the

Code in regard! to the entry of pub-
‘lic lands. ;

Mr. Buxton f'oﬂered to amend as
follows : Provided that the provis-
ions of this act;shall not be constru-
ed to relate to pntries made by par-
ties who have not taken out grants
at the time of' the passage of this
act. Adopted and the bill passed
its second reading

Mr. King mdg,redto reconsider the
vote by which the bill in regard to
killing turkeys| in certain counties
was this morning tabled and moved
to lay that motion én the table.
The motion to reconsider prevailed.
Mr. Means offéred the second mo-
tion to table, pending further con-
sideration the Senate adjourned un-
til tomorrow at 11 o’clock.

W7 ey
HOUSE—Feb. 2.

Bill to prevent stock running at
large 1n Alamance county passed its
third reading.

Bill authorizing the commissioners
of Wake county tolevy a special
tax, passed its third reading.

Bill to amend " the charter of the
town of Statésville, passed ifs third
reading. -

Bill changing the line between
Wilkes and Ashe counties. Mr.
Henderson seni forward a petition
ngainst the bill, stating that certain
parties wished the change made in
order that Wushington Woody might
be in Ashe colinty, and there be a
magistrate, Mr. Galloway said that
as the two S¢nators from Wilkes
and Ashe and the members from
Ashe were all favorable to the bill—
three Democrats against one Repub-
lican—he thouight it ought to pass.
He said the Republican party had
been the political humiliation and
financial ruin of the State, and now
that it had beein restored to presper-
ity he tbonghq now was a good time
to git down oni{the Repnblican mem-
ber from Wilkks. He thought that
the member from Wilkes was & rara
avis, and that he was like & lone rose
in the wilderness to show where the
garden once ehltad Mr. Hender-
son said he cuhe here as a represen-
tative of whltﬁ people, and at least
300 white votors of his county were
opposed to the bill. . Messrs. Plum-
mer and Lovill spoke in favor of the
bill, ata.ting that it would be a great
cenvenience in many respects to
have the county line changed, and
especially in negard to school faeili-
ties. Mr. Overman stated that he
had received & letter from the chair-
man of the Demoeratic County Ex-
ecutive Committee in opposition to
the move, and moved to postpone
‘until Tharsdsy, Feb. lzth, which
motion prevailed.

“'Bill to amend mhon 3448 of the
Code. Mr, ~explained that
the bill for hiring prisoners for pub-

lic work outgide of the ' county in

which they » confined, and that
a8 this would! plnqe the regular pris-
oner by the side of the striped suit-
ed convict. The judiciary commit-

taeroporhd advemly
-gaid he !
the bill, ax M#M not be

Mr. Green
'Illllmt-m

'wmm mmﬁphu,hm

.....

Bill to levy & special tax to build
a jail in the connty of Montgomery
passed its third reading,

Bill to amend section 549 and 550
of the Code to regulite appeals from

from Judlmarﬁ:ommlttee was adopt-

for the benefit of another. -

| people.
| hurried over; and us-he wished time |

.thing. On ‘the first' of

roads to extend the time at pleasu
and as he desired to have thq
stricted, he epposed. the bill. W
Felton thought that six days was -65: i
anough each year. The bill was

tabled. '

SENATE—Feb. 3!
UNFTINISHED BUSINESS.
On yesterday bill in regard to ¢
unlawful killing of wild’ hrﬁ:l
cerhm counties in the State w
laid npon the table. R

Mr. King moved to reoonmluﬁh
vote by which the bill was tablec s 4
and moved to lay that motion ul" A
the table. 3?-.;

Mr. Means said he hoped the Sen-
ate would reconsider the vote by ' #
which the bill was tabled] bﬂtw ¥ ,_'
was opposed to the latter motion, a8’ |
it would have the effect to W E o
any further action in regard to thf-w. £,
measure this session; and he o
the Senator from Guilford, as it was' Sl
merely a local matter, would with-,
draw the latter motion and allow ‘&
the bill to be referred fo the com-
mittee on propositiens and zl'lﬂ
ances.

Mr. Cooper also advocated this’
reference, and appealed to the Sen-
ator from Guilford to withdraw iil
motion, which was done. The vou‘
was reconsidered and the reference
was made.

SPECIAL ORDER.,

A Bill to be Entitled an Ao’l 4
Provide a Suitable Room for the
Supreme Court and State L:bruy

Messrs. Pool, Graham and Robinq,
addressed the Senate in advocacy of *
the measure, and it passed by a votn
of ayes 34, nays none,
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- HOUSE—Feb. 3.
CALENDAR.

Bill in regard to the charter of
the town of Lenoir passed its thilﬂ
reading.

Bill for the relief of disabled sol-
diers came up as special order at 12
o’clock.

Mr. Robinson, amended 8o ) 88 to
make the year for this bill to begin .~ |
July 1st, 1885. R s

Mr. Williamson offered anamends
ment to include all soldiers whe lost &
one eye during the war, which was
adopted.

Mr. Overman offered to amend.
ge that all persons who lpeouhhd
in these would be liable to mdlot-‘

ment. Adopted. . "
Mr. Lockey said it would be a ko
duy for the State. when:this - bill ‘_ L
passed. It will keep away northern =
capitalists who would otherwise |
come here. He said_the bill was
unjust, because it tuxed one class

Mr. Pearson asked if he thougllt (el
it was right-to tax the white people. - =8
to educate the colored children. He ‘j. i
thought it was right to impose this "

tax te educate the negroes, booaulb
it was of more interest to the prop= °
erty-owners for the negro to be
educated than it was to the negro *
himself. He said the best plln
would be te get up a subscription. |
Mr. Barringer offered an amend-
ment striking out that plom
which provides for the colored pco-
ple, and supported his smendment
with a very strong speech. 4 j
Messrs. Busbee, Cale, Dixon and
several other gentlemen lpuh
against the amendmient, which m -
lost.
Mr. Tate called the previous gqu
tion, which was sustained, and'
bill passed its third reading w,&
striet party vote, except that
Cale, colored, Republican mei
from Pasquotank county, vho, after
making a very sensible and anthlll-f*
astic speech, voted for the bl!l.

-———--w—-——-'

A Law Against Dkscene P b
The Benate of North Ghulhlu 1%
passed a bill directed agsinst | £h '
importation or sale of obscenie | '."'

papers or prints within the ﬁnﬁ
the State, which, if it

law, andis rigidly utorﬂ; .
remove this source of moral ¢
gion ﬁmnbatore the eyes
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