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The Sirange Rdventeres of Burgevizs, an
Rlleged Korth Caroiina Seidiar of For-
tune, o, for Ways that ars Dark and
Tricks that are Vain, far Surjass:s taa
Nsathen Chinee.

We have had the pleasure of look-
ing over ““Chinese Gordon,” a book
in the Pioneer Library, written by
Archibald Forbes, which makes
mention of the strange adventures
of a native of North Carolina as a
soldier of fortune. .

* In 1859 and 1860 the Chinese had
some hard knocks with the Europe-
an powers but were forced to suc-
cumb. A Chinese rebel party, called
Tai-pings, not content with the
terms to which the Imperial govern-
ment had to submit, openly revolted.
A coupleof Americans, whose names
were Ward and Burgevine, were en-

| gaged by a number of wealthy mer-

chants of Shanghai to reernit und
organize a foreign force to keep
back these rebel marauders.
Ward had command, had useful
military Tustinets and great personal
bravery. He filled his ranks chiefly
with Chinese and kept them well
disciplined, but his officers were
mostly foreigners. They did a great
deal of hard fighting from 1860 to
1862 and won for themselves the
name of the ““Ever Victorious Ar-

my."”
‘Ward died and Burgevine suc-

ceeded him in the command. Bur-
gevine is described as a more un-
gscrupulous soldier of fortune than
Ward. He soon came to logger-
heads with Li-Hung-Chang, the
Imperialist Governor-General of the
Kiang provinces, the quarrel was
intensified by a variety of circam-
stances and in January 1863, Bur-
gevine was dismissed.

Then it was that application was
made to the British government to,
allow Capt. Charles George Gordon,
of the British Army, to take charge
of the ‘“Ever Victorious Army.”
Gordon was just turned of 30 when
he went to China. His troop con-

: sisted of 5,000 men and 150 officers,

the latter of whom were all foreign-
ers, most of them being Americans,
though there were some English,
Germans, Spaniards, Frenchmen,
Lrzlizng, Poles and Grecks among
them. It was a motiey crew. In
one month eleven officers died of
delirium tremens ! ‘This body of
men he disciplined and with it he
pacificated the rebellious district.

In the meantime Burgevine was
not idle. A noteworthy muan in his
way, this Burgevine, in sketching
whose strange life a page may not be
wasted. A native of North Carolina,
his father had been one of Napole-
on’s officers. He was a scholar and
had been a gentleman, who made
shipwreck of his life, becaunse of
ambition unsupported by steadfast
purpose, of restlessness, and finally
drink. Dr.. Wilson says of him,
««A much wandering man, he seems
to have turned up in California,
Australia, the Sandwich Islands,
India—where he studied Hindus-
tanee—Jeddah, London, and other
places, being in fact one of these
nautical gentlemen who combine a
taste for literature with the power
of navigating coasting vessels, and,
would fate allow, of founding great
empires.” He tired equally of =
postoffice clerkship and of editing
an American newspaper, and so nat-
urally gravitated to China, which
was at that time to the adventurers
of the world what Central America
had been in Walker’s day.

He never ceased to resent his dis-
missal from the command of the
«Ever Victorious Army,” but con-
tinued to nourish hisrevenge against
the Imperialists and his dream of
carving out an empire in China.
Overtures were made to him by the
Taiping rebels and he took a detach-
ment of miiscellaneous foreigners to
Soochow and identified himself with
the Taipang cause. The Taipings
wished to have him for the double
reason that he and the Europeans
would be formidable in the fleld,
and in the belief, too, that h_ﬂ had
sufficient influence with the officers
of Gordon’s force te bring them

over and perhaps the force with it.
 He 80¢

his position at Soochow and én!;ir::
: mﬁ‘n;! i -. "— . ‘;» I.- th
: G@&m*" . Gordon .guaranteed Bur-

and his troops immunity for |
e acts in the Taipang. servics,

further to take some into
I tonssist the rest
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“ hisencouragement, but with particu-

made Gordon the proposal that they
two shonld unite and seize Soochow,
hold it equally against Rebels and
Imperialists, organize an army of
20,000 men and march on_ Pekin.
Gurdon declined with quiet scorn.

When the time came for the de-
sertion of Burgevine and his officers
to Gordon’s camp, all of them suc-
ceeded in escaping the watchfulness
of the rebels but Burgevine and his
personal staff. - He was in a ticklish
position and the Taipings were about
to cut his head off, but Gorden wrote
to them and his intercession was of
account, for the miserable turncoat
was safely delivered over to the
American consul.

Subsequent investigation proved
that while Gordon was interceding
for Burgevine's life, the latter made
propositions to Jones, his lientenant,
to entrap Gordon and make him a
prisoner. Jones revolted at
base treachery and a “‘difilenlty”™
ensued. Jones told the story thus:
“Burgevine drew his revolver und
discharged it at my head at a di:-
tance of nine inches. The bullet
entered my cheek and ranged up-
ward. I exelaimed, **You have shot
your best friend ! Ilis answer was,
“I know I have, and I wish to God
I had killed you ! There isua cyn-
ical frankness in the comment on
this statement which Burgevine sent
to a Shanghai paper—*“Capt. Jones’
account of the affair is substantially
correct ; and I feel great pleasure in
bearing testimony to his veracity
and candor, whenever any affair
with which he is personally aec-
quainted is concerned.”

This eminent tar heel subsequent-
ly joined both sides in this war sev-
eral times and in 1865, while a pris-
onerin the handsof the Imperialists,
the quaint conceit took possession of
the Chinese commander of drown-
ing him, so Burgevine was thrown
overboard.
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MOTHER MACE IT.

— -

such

To THE Eprror of Tue Toric :—
A few months since, while in one of
the beautiful towns of North Caro-
lina, an incident occurred which
awakened in my miud & train of
recollections, which may be written
and read with advantage.

[ was hurrying along the streect,
when my attention was arrested by
the appearance of a little boy on the
side of the pavement, selling candy,
He was not really beautiful, nor was_
he decidedly the reverse. Ilis age
wa® about nine years, his clothes
were old and faded, but well patch-
ed. His candy was spread upon a
coarse, cotton cloth, neatly stretched
over what had been a japaned server.
He was surrounded by a group of
small boys, evidently belonging to
different grades of society.

As I came nearly opposite him,
the oft-repeated interlude, “Candy,
gir,” fell npon my ears, and, al-
thongh opposed to the excessive use
of candy, I stepped aside to patron-
ize the light-haired, pale, freckled,
homespun little representative of
trade. 1 purchased of him, partly for

lar reference to the friendship of the
Tittle folks of the family with which
I was a temporary guest. The can-
dy was a8 white as the cloth beneath
it, being free from the poisonous
coloring ingredients so extensively
used in the confectionery art. I
tasted it and found it delicately fla-
vored and very nice.

“My boy,” said I, ““your candy is
very good. Let me have a little
more.” I immediately saw that my
remark had awakened in his young
heart emotiong which, in themselves,
were quite abstract from the candy
trade. His countenance beamed
with joy, as he raised his large blue
eyes, sparkling with delight, and
observed in reply, ‘It is geod, isn’t
it. Mother made it,

In these few words was embodied
&n unconscious expression of char-
goter. Here was an outburst of filial
affection.

- Now, the incident of itself, was
trifling, but the spirit of the lan-

carried my mind back through
life more than fifty years, and at
intervals bade me pause and apply
the sentiment to some item connect-
ed with my.own history, Before
making the application, however, I
wish todisabuse myself of the charge
which such application may incar,
of app ting to myself the no-
bility of character which I have
above attributed to the candy boy.

| them at school.

not ashamed of the profession of
affection for my parents, though
they are both in heaven now, and I
hope I may not outlive that profes-
s10n.

When I was a little boy Iattended

school very little; for my parents.

were very poor. I carried my dinner
in u satchel made of calico. Some
of my schoolmates carried theirs in
fashionable willow / basket, and
sometimes they teased me because I
carried mine in a “poke.” I felt
vexed, but reconciled myself with
the recollection that, if I did carry
a talico poke, **mother made it.” In
less than twenty-five years after that
time, one of these schoolmates was
happy to avail himself of the privi-,
lege of sending his children to my
school to receive gratnitous instrue-
tion, proffered in view of his ex-
treme poverty. His children came
to school without any dinner. They
had no nice willow basket, they
needed no calico *“poke.”

[ was in school but a very short
time when I was a boy, my parents
being too poor te send me, yet I
made rapid progress and soon gained
a good knowledge of the sciences,
becanse mother desired it:~ Henry
R ruled his copy book with a
pencil set in a fine silver case. lle
said he would not carry such a great
ugly club of a pencil as mine. I
compared the pencils. I had a goodt
lead pencil hammered out of a piece
of lead. Mother made it, and I was
satisfied with it.  After we grew up
to be men, Henry R—— came to me
one day fo ecalculate interest upon a
note 1n partial payments. He then
carried a pencil worth only four
centas.
gum elastic ball, but I had one made
of woolen ravelings and covered
with leather. “Mother made it.”

Whengn my twenty-second year,
I attended for a while the Classical
School in Lincolnu county. There
were in that school many fast young
men, sonsof wealthy parents. There
were others whose good sense was
not annihilated by pecuniary advan-
tages. Of the former class was
David F——, who wore fine broad-
cloth. My best coat was not so fine ;
the cloth cost one dollar a yard ; my
inother traded of her own
mannfacturing for it, while I was
working to assist my futher in sup-
porting the family ; she paid fifty
cents for getting it cut, and made it
herself, David F—— came one duy
to my desk, held out his arm, com-

“pared his coat sleeve with mine and
inquired, ironically, where I had got
such a fine coat. 1 preudly told
him “mother made it.” H® feigned
great surprise and sarcastically ob-
served, he had mistaken it for im-
ported goods ; he wished lLe  could
get such fine cloth, and wondered if
mother wounld not get him up.a fine
coat.

A short time afterwards, while in
a taylor shop one morning with a
fellow student, David s fine coat
was brought in by a lad with in.
structions to scour and press it. He
was not in his class that day; he
had been seen the previous night
rolling in the mud, drunk as Bae-
chus. He left the school in disgrace.
He now sleeps in a drunkard’s
grave.

I boarded myself while attending
sehool here. = I walked nine miles
home at the end of each week, and
returned Monday morning with my
loaf of bread under my arm, It
would become stale before Friday
evening, but I always relished it
when I recollected ‘““mother made
it. »

I am now so far advanced in life
that my friends begin to call me old.
But I have not lived long enough to
learn how to forget the counsels and
teachings of a sainted mother, |
have for the last thirty odd years
been a public man, devoting my
whole time to letters and books. I
have been able through perseverance

\and the blessings of a kind Provi.
'dence, to master several languages,
and am conversant in all the sciences
of the day. I have gained some
distinctiofi amongst my fellows, but
I owe it all to my mether, She
never stndied Grammar, Philosophy
or Music, these things were seldom
taught in her young days, but she
knew how to value these things, and

sO1¢

toiled hard many a day to purchase-
§ mm b

books for her children, and

" Had I curled the lip of scorn, or
blushed in company to have heard

ld simply

o A

While at school I had no |-

| her use a singular for a plural verd, |

dilapidated grammar in my Library
would testify terribly against my in-
gratitude. I recollect vne cold day
when she rode seven miler to sell
produce and buy that book for me.
It required a sacrifice, but “mother
made it.” Paivo.
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" GHARSED WITH BIGAMY.

— e —

A North Carolinian Daserts his White Wife
and Elopes with a Married Colored
Woman.

ABINGDON, VA., March 20.'85. —
A white man named Joseph il
was arrested here to-day for bigaunn
He has been living here for several
months with a negro woman who
was nearly white and the couple
were registered at the Arlington
Hotel as man and wife. Palmer is
originally from Caldwell county, N.
C., where hé has a wife, with five or
six children. His first wife was the
widow of 8 man named Levi Hart-
ley, and she has money and proper-
ty amounting in value to about
£6,000 whem Palmer married her.
This he got possession of and squan-
dered and tgen deserted his wife.
The negro woman with whom' Pal-
mer has since béen living is also a
bigamist. She has a husband of her
own race, named Hugh Grimes, who
lives also in North Carelina, and she
eloped with Palmer several months
age. Grimes, however, made his
appearance here a few days ago in
({uest of his unfaithful wife. He
discovered the pair, but before he
could secure the necessary legal
documents the woman fled and elnd-
ed arrest. Palmer, not being so suc-
cessful, was arrested, and upon ex-
amination was sent to the Grand
Jury for bigamy.

el - ——

GENERAL GRANT'S ILLNESS.

+_._-._-
Brookiyn Eagle,

' Gen. Grant has been reported not
to appreciate the fact that he must
soon die, * This is mispepresenta-
tion. The grim old hero of Shiloh
and the Wilderness fully under-
stands that he has a few weeks only
at most in which to live,” and to his
intimate friends he speaks of it with
the same freedom and in the same
matter of fact manner that he dis-
cusses his intentions with respect to
his dinner or the c.ndition of his
digestion. <It is indeed eminently
characteristic of the man that he
faces death is his stolid and unmov-
eéd manner. If left te himself he
would Tot live four days. He is
very weak and is indisposed to take
any nourishment whatever; because
of pain produced by swallowing and
because he has noappetite. Despite
all effortg by those who care for him
he at limes refuses to eat for two
days together. Then the members
of his f?l!ll”}' gather around him and
beg of him for their sakesand for
their happinsss and peace of mind
to take nourishment, He consents
and endures the painful ordeal. For
a time he is exhausted by the effort,
but in an hour or two he begins to
mend and then he improves very
mridl_\_' until his system begins to
call out again for food, and he grows
worse again rapidly, until the per-
suasion of his family again prevails
and he takes more food. He knows
perfectly well that he cannot sur-
vive four weeks more, and his dis-
tant friends have been summoned to
take a final farewell of him. If
Grant were a religious man he would
be a Methodist or a Presbyterian,
but he frankly says that he had no
especial religious training in early
youth and he has not studied the
subject sufficiently in his latter life
to form any opimion as to what he
does believe. Ile believesthat there
is n God and & hereafter, but he is
not prepared to say that he believes
in theextreme- position taken hy
most Protestants, that the uncen-
verted and the indifferent will be
eternally tormented. If Grant’s po-
gition, with reference to religion,
could be defined it might be express-
ed as a coudition of indifference.
He doesn’t apparently bother him-
sclf in the least about the life here-
after, seemingly being willing to
take his chances with the millions
who have gone before him. He has
consequently not desired to talk
upon the subject to clergymen. and
as yet no clergyman has called upon
him to offer or explain the oonsol-
ations of belief in the Christian
religion. The only clergyman wiih
whom Grant was ever intimate was
Rev. J. P. Newman, his old pastor
in Washington, ‘and laté his pastor
in New York City. All of General
Grant’s family are now with him, or
within near call, except his danghter
Nellie, who married the Englishman
Sartoris. She has been summoned,
and is now on he: way with her chil-
dren. She-is the General’s favorite
child, and he has kept calling for

- her and insisting thatshe must come
to him ever since the gravity of the

- gituation became manger:t. ;

{ __Fred Grant’s wife, formerly Ida

‘Honore, admired in Kentncky and
in Washington, has be_n devetedly
‘attentive to her father-in-law, b

- whom she was lm? nickname
“Sunshine.” He ul'&ou the atten-

m loye

d thus far | p
qU =

Chinesa Bordan “Lings.”

—_— --+.-. -—
Fetter foon Mr, Egmon' Hake,

From 1865 to 1871 Gordon lived
ul Uravesend, improving the defen-
ses of the Thames. He lived wholly
for others. His house was school
and hospital and almshouse in turn;
was more like the ubgde of a mis-
sionary than of a commanding offi-
cer of engineers. The poor, the
sick, the unfortunate, were ever
welcome, and never did supplicant
knock vainly at his door.  He al-
ways took a§mt delightin children,
but especially in boys employed on
the river or the sea. Many he res-
¢:el from the gutter, eleunz '
them and clothed them, and kept
them for weeks in his house. For
their benefit he established reading
classes, over which he himself pre-
sided, veading to and teaching the
lads with a8 much ardor as if he
were leading them to victory. He
called them his “‘kings,” and for
many of them he got berths on
board ships. One day a friend asked
him why there were 8o many pins
stuck into the map of the world
over his mantlepiece ; he was told
that they marked and followed the
course of the boys on their voyages,
and that they were moved from
point to point as his youngsters ad-
vanced and that he prayed for them
as they went, night and day. The
light in which he was held by these
lads was shown by inscriptions in
chalk on the fences. A favorite le-

end was ““God bless the Kernel.”
So full did his classes at length be-
come that the house would no longer
hold them, and they had to be given
up. Then it was that he attended
and taught the ragged schools, and
it was pleasant to watéh the atten-
tion with which his wild scholars
listened to his words.

THE NEW SCHOOL LAW.

S —

txplaingd By the Superintendent of Public
Instroction. '

—_———
Nows and Observer,

I trust that it will not be consid-
ered improper for me, through the
newspaper press, one of the great
educators of the people, to explain
the modifications of public school
law, enacted by the recent general
assembly. I am moved to do so be-
cause of the numerous inquiries
relative to the matter, knowing as I
do that it will necessarily be some
weeks before it will be possible for
the law to be published and sent out
as reqnired hy law.

The prominent changes from the
old law are indicated by the follow-
ing provisions.

1. On the first Monday in June

‘next, and every two years thereafter,

the justices of the peace and the
connty commissioners at their joint
weeting are required to elect three

residents of their county, who shall |

be a county board of education. Their
duties shall be the general supervis-
ion of the school matters of their
county, mainly such as are now per-
formed by the county commissioners.
They are to meet four times a year,
with a compensation of two dollars
a day and mileage.

2. The county superintendent is
to be sec. etary of the board of edu-
cation. Iis pay istwo or three
dollars a day, as the board may de-
termine, for the duys that he 1s ac-
tnally engaged, and he is under the
direction and supervision of the
board. He will in addition to the
ordinary duties of superintendent,
perform the duties now required by
the register of deeds in school mat-
ters. A good board will give him
pay and work within the limits of
the law, accerding to his efficiency.

3. The county board of education
will hereafter not be required to
make a per capita apportionment of
the funds among the several school
districts of the county as heretofore
required. The law requires that
two-thirds of the money be appor-
tioned on a per capita basis, and the
remainder one-third is to be appor-
tioned ‘‘in such a manner as to
qualize school facilities to all the
districts of the county, as far as may
be practicable and just to all con-
cerned, without di ¢-imination in
favor of or to the prejudice of either
side.” If the board find it desirable
so to do, they may control prices to
be paid teachers, and they are pru-
dently to require comfortable sulmul
houses to be provided.

These provisionsindicate the prin-
cipal changes in the law—all other
are minor changes, made necessary
to made the system conform to these
provisions.

As I understand it, the assembly
intended to separate school affairs
from other connty business, and put
them inthe hands of personsspecial-
}{7 appointed with a view to their

tness to manage them judicially
and economically, giving them lar
discretion, and evidently taking int
consideration the fact th t the State
is exceedingly diversified in its in-
terests and ion, and on this
account demands local discre-

~.nan the old system. The

-puted home of the deer, bear a

TS
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tion, to elect an inferior man

{ ! su
intendent, restrict the scope Oth
labor and jog along, being contin-
ually distanced in the educational
race by their more p ive neigh-
bors. A successful business man
never invests money in any enter-
prise without either superintend
1t himself, oremploying a competen
rson to su rmtellx it for him.
is principle applies te sch
business with doubgg force. A lh:::
term of good schooling is worth
more than a longer one of inferiori-
tﬂ : time is saved in proportion to
the efficiency
marked degree.

The system is not more expensive

board of education will not cost
much if any more, than was the
cost of the county commissioners as
boards of education, and the fees

heretofore paid to registrars of deeds

will be eliminated..
Seeing that the constitution of the

State requires a system of public

education, magl not ask the justices
of the » the county cimmisgione
ers and the people to assist me in
executing the system given us

the assembly under their constitn.
tional requirements, to the end that
we may provide at least a rudimen-
tary education for all the children
of the State, and to the end that
what money we have for education
may  be judiciously and effectively
used. May I not hope that wise,
benevolent and suitable men will be
found in every county who will con-
sent to act as members of the board
of education, which is the founda-
tion of the system ? =

S. M. FINGER,
Pub. Instruction.

T — A —
Gourt Galendar—Tenth District.
SUMMER AND FALL TERM.

July 20. Henderson, 3 weeks.
Aug. 10. Burke, 2 weeks.
Aug. 24, Ashe, 1 week.

Aug. 31. Watauga, 1 week.
Sept. 7

State Su p't

i. Caldwell, 1 week.
Sept. 14, Mitchell, 2 weeks.
Sept. 28. Yancey, 2 weeks.
Oct. 12. MecDowell, 2 weeks.

WISTER AND SPRING TERM.

Feb. 8, '86. Henderson, eeka,
March 1, '86. Burke, g wse:kl.
March 15,°86. Caldwell, 1 week,
March 22, ’86. Ashe, 1 week.
March 29, ’86. Watauga, 1 week.
April 12,°86. Mitchell, 2 weeks.
April 26,’86. Yancey, 2 weeks.
May 10’86. -MecDowell, 2 weeks,
INTERCALARY TERM.

~May 24, ’86. Ashe, 1 week.
May 31, ’86.  Watauga, 1 week,

8TH, 9TH AND 1ITH DISTRICTS."
SUMMER AND FALL TEEM,

July 27.  Alexander, 1 week,
Aug. 3. Catawba, 1 week.
Aug. 10, Iredell, 2 weeks.
Sept. 14.  Wilkes, 2 weeks.

Nov. 9. N Iredell, 2 weeks., +
\_ .
WINTER\AND SPRING TERM.

Jan. 18. Alexander, 1 week.
Jun. 23. Catawba, 1 week.
Feb. 1. ' Iredeil, 2 weeks.
March 1. Wilkes, 2 weeks.
April, 26. Wilkes, 1 week. -

May 10.  Aléxunder, 1 week.
May 17. Irvedell. 2 weeks,

May 31. Catawba, 1 week.
Nore.—In the Fall Alexander

and Catawba cenflict with Hender-
son ; Iredell with Burke and Wilkes
with Mitchell. In the Spring Ire-
dell conflicts with Hendersen; ‘gﬂkﬂ
with Burke ; Wilkes with' Yance

of the tgachor in a

special

McDowell with Alexander : Ired{lf '

with McDowell and Ashe, and Ca-
tawba with Watauga.

After the March term of Watauga
court there is a recess of one week
between that and Mitchell.

talauga Skelches.
S aama.
Srtaanr Grove, March 23,
Previous to 1829 there was no im-
rovement in the county west of the
ach Mt. In that year John Hole
sclaw went from Wataugs river
and pitched his tent on Banner Elk,
on the land now - known as the Bi
Bottoms of Elk now in possession of
John Smith and James Whitehead,
His first house wus built onthe plan
of a collier’s shanty, open at one end
with a log fire in front over which
auni Lyla cooked venison, hearmeat
and other game and baked hocakes
in perfect contentment till a log
house could be raised. He soon
cleared some lund which produced a
few bushels of buckwheat, rye and
corn, the latter usnally injured by
frost. In winter he packeti hay on
horseback 10 miles aeross the frozen
Beech, from Watauga river.

Mr "
Holsclaw died without realizing = |

many of the fruits of his en i,
and labor but the partuner w

pioneer hardship and adven

now almost a centenarian, still lives .

surrounded by évery desired comfort,
Fifty-six years '
was an unbroken forest, the ux

rattlesnake butnow the
summer visifor is

green pustures with their lasy
and glossy herds, by ample |

e

"
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ner Elk
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