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~ pledge, Ove Chicago men's club is | gle

saving a ton of flour and two tons of

' meat each month.

AMERICAN
SOLDIERS IN FRANCE
First Licut. Jumes D. Paull, avis-
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.+ Pefshing immediately. .,
</ Loeal board§ are directed to ex-

ine  questionnaires now being re-
rhed and to report as early as pos-
: on the number of bricklayers of

“In-a statement accompanying his
proclamation the President an-
noanced that as soon as Congress re-
assembles he will recommend législa-
tion guaranteeing pre-war earnings
and maintéenanc® of railroad proper-
ties in.good repair. ®)

Goverpment backing w'll be given
to mew issues of railroad securities
that a ready market may be found.

The. . President’s move, although
forecast for weeks, came at this Yime
‘a8 8 great surprise to nearly every-
body in Washington, including rail-
road officials. It had been geperally
believed he would await the reassem-
bling of Congress before taking any
p. He scted through - Secretary
of War Baker, under authority con-
ferred in the aymy appropriation act.

Direct management of the roads
will remain in the hands of railroad
ofticials and the railroads’ war board,
comprised of five railroad hdads, will
continue to direct actual operation
under Secretary IeAdo{l general
supervision,

any failure on the part of the rail
roads to perform their whole duty in
80 far as they could while hampered
as they were by legul restrictions.

|BINDITS CARSGED BORDER

D BARED NG

American troops Wednesday were
guarding all outlets to Van Home
canyon, whers (100 Mexican bandits

|lon Christmas morning trossed the

American border, raided the postof-
fiee and general store on. the Brite
ranch, 27 miles southeast of Marfa,

stage driver, snd his two Mexican
' wounded Sam Neill, fore-

The shooting compelled the bandits
to abundon the horses on which they

‘| earried away the loot. ' Col. George

T. Langhorne, in command of the
American forces in the Big Bend,
expected the pursuit to be resumed
at deyoreak.

When the bandits attacked the
ranch Neill, with his wife and a
{number of ranch hands, barricaded
themselvea in a house until United
States soldiors had been sent to their
aid. . Cavslrymen wefe sept to the
Brite ranch in autdmobiles. ‘
When the raiders sighted the ap-
praaching cavalry they abandoned
the work of pillage and rode off over
the yim rock toward the southwest.

At the point: where the bandits
dropped from sight of the pursuing
troops there is an sbrupt descent of

f | more than 1,000 feet. When the sol-
diers had gone as far as possible in.

automobiles they continued the pur-

- in- ! guit on foot to the edge of the rim
¥ |rock,

| distance of more than 1,000 yards.

they did some expert
the fleeing bandits at a

o

able number of persons were killed
or injured within the town, and sev-
eral were blown info the Rhine.

SIDMABINE THED I
AN TO BT

Steamer Carrying President’s Repre
sentative and Other Americans
Saved From German Enemy
By Naval Convoy

lican navy who were , passengers on
the' steamship. According to the Ger-
man prisoners who were taken to
England they knew “all about the de-
parture of the stemmship,’ "but the
submarine had fiailed to sink her be-
cause of the viligance of her convoy.

GERMAN COMMISSION FOR

PEACE GOES TO PETROGRAD

Berlin advices received at Amster-
dam say that the commission pro-
vided for in thesRusso-German armis-
tice agreement proceeded for Petro-
grad Wednesday. It is headed by
Count von Mirbach, former German
minister to Greece, and will under-
take to reach a settlement with the
Russian authorities for the exchange
of civilians and incapacitated war
prisoners and also devise measures
to restore relations  between Ger-
many and Ruossia. )

The commission includes a number
of officials of the foreign and war
ministries.

THIS COUNTRY'S TRADE
BALANCE ' $3,000,000,000

Reports from Washington say that
America’'s balance of trade approxi-
mated $3,000,000,000 at the,close of
November, according to figures just
issued by the burean of foreign and
domestic commerce. It was an in-
creage 0f/$141,000,000 over the same
period year., During Novembeér
exports restrictions camsed a sub-
stantinl decrease in foreign trade.

Dyring the eleven months ended
with November gold imports amount-
od /to $535,000,000 and exports to
$367,000,000, leaving an excess of
imgorts of $168,000,000 in 1017
agrainst $399,000,000 in 1916,

Silver imports during the ecleven
-Jonuu ambanted to  $7,000,000
wgninat §29, \A,year ago and
the t3 werla valued at $74,000,-

000 in1917 and §62,000,000 in 1916.
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BURNS 70 DEATH I
SANITE FILLS L

Ypung White Man, Who Was Locked

Up for Drinking, Sets the Jail
on Fire and Met o Hoe-
rible Death

e e———

Walter Hines, a young white man
who formerly lived at Stony Point,
Alexander county, met s horrible
death Christmas eve night in the
lockup at Granite Falls when the lit-
tle place was burned. He had been
arrested for drinking, though it was
said that he was not boisterous.
The lockup at Granite Falls, which
is seldom used, is said not to have
been equipped with & stove or other
means of heating, and there was only

. |a bed of excelsior inmde. The jail is
- | Yery small.

Hines probably bad attempted to
mtke a fire or had lighted a cigar
ette. The facts never will be known.
At any rate, he was by himself and
persons nearby heard him screaming
and rushed to the lockup, which was
ablaze. The door was locked, but it
was_forced and the man pulled out.

Hines died as soon as he was re-
leased. It was said that his skin
pylled of. when touched.

BERMANG AGAIN AGTIVE
I ALL VERDUN SEGTOR

Heavy Fighting May Mean Renewed
Efforts of Germané to Break
Through—Fighting o=
the Piave

”

Increased eamnonading in the re-

gion of Verdunm, especially around

Douaumont, the Chaume wood and
the Caurieres wood, which a year
ago were the theaters of some of the

' Sercest encounters in the war, indi-

cates apparently the intention of the
Germans to' keep the Froneh forces

city, & ton of bombs being dropped.
The British squadron had numerous
combats with- German airplanes in
this expedition and one of the Brit-
ish machines was forced to make a
landing,

In Italy the battle ia still. raging
on the Piave front. The ltalians an-
nounce that they have recaptured,
despite stobborn resistance, the posi-
tions they had lost the previoys day
on the Asiago plateau. . Berlin re-

setback and lay stress on the repulse
of Italian counter-atitacks againat the

and a thrust at Monte Pertica. The
Germans report the capture of 9,000
Italians in engagements around Col
Del Rosso.

True to their tactics, the Austro-
Germaus will probably direct another

i ‘of large
zela valley and the mountainous re-

Venice seems, however, to have been
| removed for the tim heing.
Th Bolshevic commanderin-chief,

fer of lar
troops to the W
southwestern Russian front,

MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR MILLS
BEGIN GRINDING WAR FLOUR
Flour mills at Minneapolis began

grinding, “war flour’’ Wedn un-

der the new government

designed to save 16,000,000 bushels

of wheat in the t crop year.

Under these regulations, which pro-

vide for the use of 74 per cent of

the wheat berty of but 50

per cent, two grades of Hour will be

eliminated, and the output will be
listed as war flour of first and sec-
ond

‘ Members of the food administra-
tion milling division said that because
of the large supply of flour now on
the market it would be some time be-

!rm the war flour reached the con-
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ports, however, tend to minimize the

positions newly won by the Germans|

gion ‘to the morth. The menace to

Ensign Krylenko, reports the trans-
numbers ‘of German
western fromt and the

Price: Five Cents a Copy
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LENDIR HIGH SCHOOL
WINS FAOM RICKORY

Well-Played and Exciting Game—
Many Features—Lenoir Defeats
Granite Falls Wednesday
+ Night, 72 to 21

In one ofithe fastest games seen
on the local basketball court here
this season the Lenoir high school
defeated the quint from Hickory high
#chool last Friday night by the score
of 34 to 26, Lenoir took the lead at
the first of the game and never lost
it until the whistle blew at the end
of the last half, although they came
very near losing it several times dur-
ing the game.

Hoover, for Lenoir, was the star
of the game, getting nine goals, six
in the first half and three in the last.
Aside from this, Bernhardt not only
played a good game at center, but
he addéd four more goals to his list.
Cottrell also was there with the
goods, letting his man down with a
single goal

For Hickory, Mitchell seemed to
be the only one who could put the
ball through the ring, getting eleven
goals to his credit. Taken as a whole
the Hickory team played a fast, clean
game, but their ability in playing

the Lenoir high schocl.
The line-up:

Lenoir Position

Nelsen. . . .. Forward

ickory
- - - _Mitehell

Cottrell

Substitutes: Tuttle
Johnson for Bolick.

Summary: Goals, Nelson 2; Hoo-
ver 8; Bernhardt 4; Tuttle 1; Hick-
ory, Mitehell 11; Longacre 1. Foul
goals, Nelson 2 out of 4; Mitchell 1
out of 6.

Wednesday night in a very slow
and loosely-played game Lencir de-
feated the team from Granite Falls
| by the score of 72 to 21. Bernhardt

for Hedrick;

ting 12. Hoover, mnext. highest,
got 10, - .

Line-wp: Lenocir—Nelson and
Hoover, forwards; Bernhardt, cen-
ter; Cottrell and Dysart, guarda
Granite Falls—Lutz and Hickman,
forwards; 8. Tilley, center; A, Tilley
and Houck, guards,

Summary: Goals, Nelson 8; Hoo-

ver 10; Bernhardt 12; Cottrell 4;
Dysart 2. Hickman 5; Houek 5. Foul
goals, Lutzs 1 out of 2.
{ Tomorrow night in the opera hoyse
the Lenoir high school will play the
fast team from Statesville. This is
promised to be one of the best games
of the season. Come.

IOk MUTLITE B
OF ANERGHN SOLDER

Americun Sentry in Prance Is Found
With His Throat Cut After He
Was Shot—Drive Children
in the Smow

With the American Army in
France.—German atrocities against
American soldiers are officially re-
ported. An American sentry has
been found with his throat cut, and,
it is officially declarel, “he must have
been 80 killed after eapture.”

Information concerning German
savagery has reached the troops in
one of a series of bulletins read to
‘them by the unit commanders and
posted on the bulletin boards. Here
is 'what they heard:

“After a raid by the Germans on
trenchies held by American troops a
lone sentry of —— infantry was
found with his throat cut from ear
to ear. Fe hud been surprised by
an overw':. .ning force of Germans
and must have been so killed after
capture. - p

“Such brutality is familiar to old

in the Philippine campaign.”

Another bulletin tells the men how
the Germans in occupied sections of
France and Belgium are turning
women and children out of their
homes into the snows, the buildings
being then given over to soldiers,
horses and material.

Roy Moore, who h‘ltlli\‘_hed at
Camp Zachary Tagfor, Louisville,
Ky., spent the holiduys here with
his ts, Mr. and Mrm. Y. D
Moore. b

fof Lenoir Jed in goal-shooting, get-|

goldiers 'who served against savages.

Oh, LITAKER SELEGTED -

Summer Schoel to Be Held in Dur-
bam—Teachers Selected From
Prominent Methodist Minis-
ters in the State

On Dec, 18 the board of managers
appointed by the Western North Car-
olina and North Carclina conferences
of the Methodist Church met in Dur-
ham and made arrangements for
holdirg a summer school for the Dem-
efit of young preachers at Trinity
College. This school will open
Wednesday afternoon, June 5, and
will close June 15th. There will be
about fifteen teachers selected from
among the prominent Methodist min-
isters of the state to conduct this in-
stitute. Among them will be Rev.
D. M. Litaker, pastor of the First
Methodist church of Lenoir.

Begarding this summer school the
Charlotte Observer of Dec. 23 gives
some information in detail as fol-
lows:

In addition to the teachers for the
regular conference courses of study
prescribed for undergraduates, other
courses for post-graduates will be of -
fered. In addition to these it is con-

|ﬂemplated that some of the leading
basketball was not equal to that of |

preachers and teachers of the coun-

vice.
siastically endorsed the proposition,
and it is expected that this sammer
school will from the very beginning
rank with the best of its kind in the
country. Full announcement will be
mnde later as to the courses of sindy

ulty.

who joins either of the two confer-
ences is required to take a four-year

s
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try will be secured for special ser- .
Both conferences have enthw-

offered and the personnel of the fac- ’_"i.‘

Every young Methodist minister

course and stand an examinatiom.

for the benefit of these young minis.

ters in that courses in the studies
which they take up wiil be given dur- .

eight days. But it

5000 mare thin tht, fo, plil

it

isf
el

s

in Durham this week, are
siastic over the outlook.
lieve the summer school
mately develop into one of
gest things in the work of ‘&
the young ministers who af
in the service of the’church.
also mean that Durham and
College will become the Meces
Methodism in North Caroline. It
hoped the annuszl gathering of
ministers after commencement 'h -
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be the means of a great inspirational
preach-
of the

development not only for the
ers, but for the lay membets
chureh as well, who will gather hete
every summer in incresasing numbers
to attend the public lectares which
will be given twice daily. 1

-

Hanged or Shot Down With Ma-

chine Guns; Atrécities Sur-

pass Imagination
Compelled to d-it their own m &

shot down with machine gums, the
Serbians of Herzegovina, Bosnia, Is«

pessing the human imagination, re<

cently declared Dr. Tresic Pavicic, a *
Slav+ member of the Austro-Hunge-. = &3
| rian  chambér of deputies. Namma- 8

of Serbians made prisoners in
A
lated in detail before the Austrimm
parliament by the Slav deputy.

According to Dr. Pavicic these out-

rages were practiced upon the civil-

children, when orders were n: by
Gen. Potiorek, described as the atte
crat of Bosnia, to remove all the §
bians frém the frouticr distriets.
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Phe summer schoel will be mainly

i

drowned, burned’ alive, hanged or
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THEIR OWN GRINES

Before They Were Burned Alive,

ol

tria and Dalmatia were the vietims 0 [
of Austro-Hungarian atrocities sur-}° o8

w1

‘?ga ?‘l'

ian jails and fortresses were re-

ian population, old men, women and




