. the disposal of the nation.
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L. BARER DEFENS
THE WAR OEPIATENT

In a Public Hearing Before the Sen-
ate Military Committee the Sec-
retary Replies to Senator
Chamberlain

Senater Baker Monday replied to
Senator Chamberlain's charges of in-
efficiency in the war department at
a public hearing before Senate mil-
rtary committee. At 10:356 o'clock
the secretary began meking a verbal
statement withont manuscript.

Mr. Baker said his statement was
not exactly supplementary to his re-
cent one to the committee, but a
comprehensive statement on all the
army activities in war, especially re-
plying to the charge that the war de-
partment had “fallen down.”

At the outset the secretary said he
thought much criticism came from
impatience of the American people
“to do this great thing quickly.”

He concluded freely that in so
great an enterprise it was impossible
that there should not be “delays and
shortcomings.” The confidence of
the country, however, he said, was
necessary to the tremendous effort.

Million Men Under Arms

That there are more than a million
men under arms in this country was
stated by Secretary Baker in refer-
ence to the cases of alleged neglect
of the dead in camp cited by Senatdr
Chamberlain.

The mistakes cited "in  Senator
Chamberlain's speech, Secretary Ba-
ker declared, gave a disproportionate
aspect.
effect of the Senator's speech was to
give the country the impression that
the deficiencies were characteristic
rather than occasional.

He said he was not there to defend
individuals or deny delays and false

starts. “But | think | can say in
confidence that in them we have
sought the remedy."”

Every soldier who needs p rifle has
one, Mr. Baker said, and of a better
type than if the British Enfield rifle
had been adopted

Defending the lack of Lewis ma-
shine guns, Secretary Baker reiter-
ated that Gen. Pershing does not
want Lewis guns for the ground
forces, but only for aviation.

Maj.-Gen. Wood, Mr. Baker said,
recommended calling out a large
army, although the men could not be
provided at once with rifles and cloth-
ing.

Declaring that by securing artil-
lery from France, Mr. Baker said, it
also would save ships.

“I'm telling no secret when 1 say
that alﬂ'il@ the“crlix of our prob-
Jem,” Re sai fay ¢

Secretary Bﬂcer said all foreign
represemtatives and also the war
council participants headed by Col.
House decldft’ that sécuring ordhinde
from England and France mll not
take supplies they need but will "help
them.

“For one reason or another the
impression has gone out into the
country to some extent that the war
department has fallen down in the
conduct bf the war,” 'said Secretary
Baker. ™I want to addresu myself
to that question.

“There are several reasons why I
should ask the committee to hear me.
First, the country is entitled to know
if ,that is a faet. The country is en-
titled to know what this war is and
what the 'problems are and how we
are to meet thfm." Second, 1 have &
deep sense of duty to the officers and
the ¢ivilians that are laboring with
devdtion, sacrifice and zeal, and are
spending sleepless  nights to bring
this army’ up'to fts greatest efficiency
and Success. L

Describing the spirit of army off-

had
turn
when

cers, Secretary Baker said he
seen ‘“strong, grizzled - men
away from my desk in tedrs”

they had found they could not go to

France, “wheré tha glory of their
profession 1ay;” but ‘must remain in
Washington. There was no case, he
added, of any officer who had not ac-
cepted His duty with his whole heart.

Men of high placdes in ¢ivil life,
throughout the country, he said, had
come to Washington to accept sal-
aries bf office boys; mi’ﬁy no salary
at all, to place their experfdhce at

"Gentlemen,” said ‘the ‘secretary,
speaking With great earnestness, “it
would'be' h“ﬂ’a*k-ll th!ng ‘ft this mo-
mentous offort ‘were to’ dem‘ve the
coﬂfn&ﬂt thnt it has fnlhh dovm -3

-._-.—L-

(Continued on pagé two)
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WILL LODK AFTER EAGES- ‘
JVE PURCHAGER OF FBOD

County Food Administrator
Has Such lnstructions “rom I

State Admniistrator

County Food Administrator W C
Mbore, Jr., has been instrucied by
State Food Administrator Henry A.
Page to take prompt and vigorous
cetion to the end that all prrchasers
of excessive quantities of focdstuf's,
particularly flour, in this county -hall
return their surplus above onc barrel
to the dealers without delay.
Mr. Page evidently means busi-
ness, and Mr. Moore means business,
too, for he announces that the State
food administrator’s instructiors will
be carried out to the letter Mr.
Page's letter is of the straight-from-
the-shoulder type that is characteris.
tic of the man. He demands action,
and action right away. In writing
to the county food administrator Mr.
Page instructs him as follows:
" ““(1) That you demand of each re-
tailer in your county a complete hiat
of consumers who have purchased
flour in excess of one barrel during
the past three months.
“(2) That you immediately notify
the purchasers whose names are sub
mitted to you or whose names you
can secure that they must return all
flour in their possession in excess of
one barrel to the dealers from whom
they ‘pdrchased, those dealers being
required to take it back at the price
they received for it,
“{3) That you take every means
within your command to remedy this
situation just as promptly as pos-
sible.

“(4) That vou submit to us
promptly for indictment and prosecu-

withhold information and any con-
sumers who retain in their possession
more than one barrel of flour after
they have been given an opportunity
to return it te dealers '

N. CAROLINA MERCHANTS
AND JOBBERS ARE GOOD
Notwithstanding the fact that the
food administration has frankly and
readily granted a few merchants per-
mission to sell lour on hand at more
than $12.560 per barrel and sugar at
more than 10 cents a pound where

cost of the product has approached
the fizures set, a further reduction
in sugar is announced as a certainty
dnd' a Wil ‘futther cut in the maxi-)
mum price of flour is intimated as a
pondbilit
sult of “complaints’ from
merthl‘hta Sho mve paid very nearly
the maximum retail price for their
flour, and sugar the food administra-
me has taken Up with the Washing-
toht” autHorities” the' mattér of prices
charged by a number of flour mills
outside of North Carolina and is also
investigating what appears to be un-
‘reasonable charges for sugar by a
ndmber of dealers outside the state.
A food administration official has
stated that in only one instance has
a Nofth Carolinn jobber been found
who recently charged more than the
margin allowed him on sugar. In
this instance the case was due to a
delay in the invoice and was alto-
gether excusable, especially as the
merchdnt very promptly refunded to
retailers his profit in excess of the
margin - alloWved. ' Tn very few 'in-
stances have North Carolina jobbers
been féund to have exceeded the
margin of 50 cents a barre! allowed
them for the handling of flour.

SHORTAGE OF SEED CORN

On account of the late spring and
early fall last venr thére was very
little seéd corn’ that matured suffi-
ciently for good germination. It will
not do for the farmers to overlook
their seed pntil just a few davs be-
fore planting.  If they do it will be
sure to mean a bad stand and poor
yield. This year the government is
not only expecting the farmers to do
their bit, but to do their best, and
if we do not have good seed we can-
not do our best, If you have no
good seed see if your neighber can-
not spare some. If he has none see
meé and I will try to get somé. Se-
locting your med for plnnting is the
bid’g'hst tielp you will have in select-
ing' your 'cort bxlﬂbit for the Cald-
well county fair néxt yenr

g M."GOFORTH, Jv’,
Caldwell Co. ﬁln{(!ql{qr“ Agent.

For Results T¥y « 'News Want Ad.

Henry Page '

tion the names of any merchants who,

they have shown that the delivered

NUMBER AND DATE FOR
NEXT DRAFT UNCERTA

Moore Baker Says Much Depends on Ships
and Events Abroad—As to the
Birth-

21 and 31.Year
days This Year

Expansion of America's

Secretary Baker says in

be called.

tional forces will be sent.

fighting units other
SaTY.
He said,

line

ident may deem necemary."

many as a million men.

trial or other work.

ing worked out.

o

worth while.

legislation. Gen. Crowder
proved of the suggestion.

be pressed for early passage.

BOLSHEVIK1T BREAKS

Petwograd, Jan. 28.—The

ment from the

relations with

ian minister here had failed
“the Roumanian  offensive.”

issued the fallowing orders:
“First, that diplomatic

reserve in Moscow be seiged,

people .

er-in
Lieut.-Gen. St:hqrhltcbeﬂ
elnnd a rehcl

hereﬁy outlawed.”

fighting
forces beyond their present strength
depends upon such faciors as events
abroad and the sghipp.ng situation,
'isclosing
that the war department has not fixed
a date for another draft nor even
determined how many new men shall

When Mr. Baker told the Senate
military committee Monday that the
United States would have half a mil-
lion men in France early this year
and that in sll & million and a balf
could go across if ships could be
found to carry them, he referred to
the divisions now in training camps
and those already in Europe. Future
developments will decide what addi-

The secretary made clear his opin-
ion that if events made it necessary
to call out more than another inecre-
ment of half a million men the ex-
ecutive’'s authority to draft men for!
than reserves
would be exhausted and further leg-
islation by Congress would be neces-

hewever, that under the
authority to call two inerements of
soldiers of 500,000 each and
such additional numbers for recruit
battalions special units “as the Pres-
the sec-
ond draft might bring out in all as

The Senate committee tentatively
approved legislation proposed by the
war department to provide for the
registration of youths attsining the
age of 21 years since June 5, suthor-
izing the fixing of quotas on the basis
of cluss one of the new classification
and empowering the President to
call men needed for special indus-
Provost Mar-
shal General Crowder, appearing to
explain the_bills, told the committee
it was proposed to hold & new draw-
ing to establish the order of liability
of the new registrants. When the
new men have been given their serial
numbers their names will be inserted
in the classes to which they may be
assigned according to a plan now be-

It is aseumhed, Gen. Crowder md,
{that most of the new registrants will
h.y into class one, giving that Cllll
this year a total of some two million |°

man. From class ope t_t.ilpmmd
to take the next and any hltm
drafts,

In & formal memorandum pu:enh
ing his views the general also disap-
proved suggestiops that the registra-
tion be extended to men beyond the

age 81, saying the effort of classi-
ﬁcnuon is go great and pp expensive
and the number of persdns past 31
years who would fall in class one se
small that the task would not be

Although Secrétary Baker reiter-
ated his desire "to have exempted
registered men whe reach the age of
31 without being ealled into the mil-
itary service, the committee refused
to include such =& provigion in the
disap-

The bills probahly will be intro-
duced in the Senate very soon, and
Senator Chamberlain said they would

WITH THE ROUMANIANS
Bolshe-
viki government, says an announce-
semi-official news
agency decided to break diplomatie
Roumania when
temporary detention of the Rouman-
to stop

council of peoples commissaries has

relations
be broken and that Roumanian rep-
regsentatives be expelled from Russia.

“Sacond that the Roumanian gold

council bemg responsible for holding
it and to return it to the Roumanian

“Third, that the former command-
ief of the Roumanian front,

n .the revo ult.uml
and an enemy :fg}he people, and is the Ie:nlurdt building on West Hap

DOUGHTON WANTS THE
SEED FUND INCREASED
ngton, Jan. 29.—Represent-
N ative l}nughtuu today made a fight
#0 have the old seed appropriation in-
creased 50 per cent, and finally was
sustained by the House, says the
Washington correspondent of the
Greensboro Daily News, Mr. Dough-
ton takes the position that this is no‘

"y . .
time to economize on seed furnished

farmers. He said in a brief speech
that the seed furnished by the agri- |
cultural department and distributed
by congressmen will be most helpful
to the farmers of the agricultural
districts this year. Mr. Doughton
declared so far as he is personally
concerned he did not play favorites
in sending out his allowance of seed.
He said that he sent the seed to every
|taxpayer in his district, including
both white and negroes and all
brands of politics.

Mr. Doughton renewed his fight
for increased pay for the star rural
| route carriers. He has proposed that
the present star route contracts be
cancelled and new bids aske! for
He contends that many of these car-
riers are unable to live on the amount
they receive from the governmuent
und that their bondsmen arce being
compelled to fill the contracts When
*he contracts were let the war wns
not on us, Mr. Doughton deciares.
Ile contends that everything now is
30 per cent higher than it was wlen|
the contracts were taken and tlese-
fore it is only fair that the govein-
ment should, reconsider the matter. |
The committee on postoffices a~d |
postroads appointed a sub-commit-
tee to investigate the question after
Mr. Doughton appeared before the
committee.

“TANKS"” PROVE WORTH AS
AS A WEAPON OF OFFENSE
With the French Armies in the-|

Field.—The future of the “tank™ as
un offensive weapon in battle is as-
surgd.

French troops who have followed
the chariots of assault into the most
recent battles on this front have
ceased to speak of them in elephan-
tine terms or to compare them with
the lumbering, wallowing landships.
The tank today is the armored hound
of the chase. In packs, like the fox
hunt, they dash ahead of the poilu
hunters, keeping to the trail, explor-
ing the ground ahead and when nec-
essary digging the fox from his lair.
When an official communique deal
ing with a French victory told of the
elpture of an entire German pazi-
men staff it was a pack of arm

that dashed
T::d the.staﬂ Ba;;eqth?’t‘_‘_ )
troups.  Whep the same corh:
Y nounc.bd I.he paptun ol
an gnn.l it wqqlqiq
!ﬁ Mhe major. part-;
Gerqup gunners, like foxes, knowing
ﬂm hounds of old, ‘b-lndqned their
wpapons and scurned off through the
brush. "

Ag:am a pack of “unlu " not sat-
isfied to have led the infantry to its
fixed phjective, loped ahead among
the bemldqred enemy and, after
showmg their teeth, gyer a area of

make maple sugar, and if he can get

‘chards were worked and maple sugar

| sugar muking to grow.

(from early times, says a statement

INTERES™ IS GROWING N WHAT SUBMAR

MIPLE SUEHR MAKNG

Mr. J. B. Horton of Elkin ls Asking | While 69 American Ve

Names of Parties Who Can I
Make Sugar—May Over-
come Shortage

Consumers of sugar in Watauga
county will begin to make their own
sugar if the plans of Mr. J. B. Hor-
ton of Elkin pan out. Mr. Horton is
making a canvass to learn the names
of all parties in that section who can

the proper co-operation he probably
will be able to make up a good sup-
ply of the pure maple sugar before
the season is over. Mr. W. L. Win-
kler of Shull’s Mills is stirring up the
people of his county and they plan
a meeting next Monday at Boone.
They will probably work out a co-
operative plan.

There are a great number of sugar

vessels, '
ships, the United States Ih@ 5,.,
has added to her merchant 1
the seizure of former Gem
Austrian owned ships a w*
vessels having a gross tot

ol
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Been Lost We Seized” 4
the Enemy—QOur Net ‘Ga
515,433 Gross Tons

e — —

_#,"

in the twelve months ﬂ-'

stricted warfare hunchld"f‘, :
American and allied ‘shi

Germany one year ago last
there have been sunk by
mines and raiders 69 A
sels totaling 174,061 gro
cording to a careful compi
records of sinkings which ba¥
made during the period. "~ *

Offsetting this loss “of A
most of which wers

-4‘-

maple orchards in this section, espe- | 536 494, leaving on the @ b
cially in the section across the Ridge. | 5f the American ledger !II .
Up until a few years ago these or-|.ount with the central power

was made in quantities in this entire
section. In late years: cheap sugar
has caused this industry to almost
die out. But now the prevail-
ing price of sugar, coupled with its
searcity, is causing intergst in local

There are many townships in our

small. Records of the dep
mountain counties where sugar ma- | .ommerce show that for tb!
ple trees grow in abundance and|poginning Féb. 1, 1917, lll‘
where maple sugar has been made |Dee. |, there were cleared’

from the North C(arolina geological
and economic survey. For various
rensons, but chiefly on account of the
abundance and low price of cane su-
gar, this industry has greatly de-
clined until during the last few years
maple sugar has been made in only
a few townships in North Carolina.

The present emergency, however,
makes one wonder if we are not care-
lessly neglecting this valuable source
of sugar which nature has put ready
to our hands. If only enough can
be made to supply the needs of the
farmers themselves who can make it
the sugar shortage would at once be
relieved locally and at the same time
the farmers themselves would be
placed in easy circumstances as far
as spgar is concerned.

it iz not necessary to have a large
grove of maples ayailable in order
to start sugar g; a few good
trees will do. Alfamily in the mid-
dle part of the sfate hag been mak-
ingnmfwmﬁumafumgu
maple trees pomn; on a bluff over-|
lopking ‘Haw 'river, and it can be
much more easily made in the moun-
tains. An average yield for a 100-
{tree “camp” is forty gallops of syrup
or 300 pounds of sugar—that is, an
orchn-d of fifty trees should furnish
suﬂ!cieqt sugar to carry a family of

sumption on the Hoover allowgnee.
It may be no cheaper to muke

frgm sorghum, but the product :wllai
for more

several hundred square yards, loped
back again in conformity with or-
ders which had fixed the advance to

pack, this time behind the infantry,
arrived to find the poilus held up by
several machine guns. The srmored
hourtls dashed on and, literally dig-
ging the machine guns from their
well-concealed lairs, also literally ob-
literated the “foxes"” whe served
them and the attacking wave swept
on with the “bounds” in the lead.

A GERMAN NEWSPAPER
TELLS PEOPLE TO REVOLT

A dispatch to the Exchange Tele-
graph, London, from Amsterdam
aays the Deutsche Tages Zeitung
openly calls on the German people
te revolt ngainst the presen tregime.

“We, too,” says this pan-German
orpan, “have a Judas among us to-
day. He appears in the red coat and
muntle of Germany's hangman, Who
will save Germany from these trai-
tors but the German people? It is
now ‘Germans, help yourselves, and
God will help you.'"

Although Emperor William is not
named in the article, the expression
“Germany’s hangman' is meant for
the kaiser, says the correspondent,

the

The

the

SWANSON PLUMBING SHOP
MOVED TO NEW QUARTERS
Mr. 1. A. Syamn bas moved his
de- | plumbing shop from the old Earn-
hardt row on West Trade_ styeet to.

\ "per awenue.

the spring farm werk commences,

"duction of other crops.

There are many farmers in west
ern North Carolina who have been
making maple sugar or maple syrup
for years. The scarcity of sugar will!
induce them to redouble their efforts'
this winter and it is to be hoped it
will cause their neighbors to give th:
industry a trial. The state depart
ment, of agriculture at Raleigh and
the state geological and economie at
Chapel Hill are trying tor secure the
services of an expert to demonstrate
improved methods in sugar making in
gome of the mountain townships.
With better metholls and improved
»pplhiances there seems to be no re--
son why a . ord crop of maple su
gar should ot be saved dAuring this
COMINg 8P,

REV. LOCKE WHITE WILL
NOT BE HERE SUNDAY

‘On account of the prevalence of
spinal meningitis at Camp Greene,
Charlotte, where Rev. Locke White
has been dtationed during the past
few weeks, and on account of his
exposure to this disease, it has been
decided to eancel hid preaching dates
here Sunday.

The union service ‘will be held at.
the Reformed church, as announced.
One of the local ministers will offi- "
ciate,

! e e e e

For Resnlu Try a News Want Ad,

gain of 515,433 gross tona. |
of life caused by the sinking
69 vessels was more than
sons, however.

American ships compared -
number of vessels which have
through the war zone suécess

American ports in the fol"ﬁl
ships aggregating 17,7309 _' 1
approximately 24,834,460 gt
The number of ships mlﬂh
total of tons was not mt‘l‘
by the department.

niage
warfare the
the shipping board, requisitic
American ship yards 426 vesse
taling more than
tons, and contracts have been ‘s
ed Bor 884 ships,
which are now under way and ape
ing rushed to completion. Im
tion the shipping board on Qet
last placed under government
sition 393 American vessels of
2,500 tons deadweight omdtl
were already afloat and i
assigned them to the hlk 0‘-
ing supplies for the allies &

American forces abrpad. '

money, and, what s of [ {"pited States in the task of
equul advantage, the work is done in 4y <oy vessels to offset the Pa¥
‘the late winter before the rush of ¢ the U-boats was the

 the
ga go far and no farther. Another leaving the season clear for the pro- furrmr German ships by their

seiged. This cost millions ofd

i reaches New York.

The percentage of sinl

Further offsetting the loss’
occasioned by the Arim
United States, # -

2,000,000 ' gt

a large nun

Included in these quis

vessels were 21 ships in Gre
trade and in addition th
commandeered 24 ltm
on the lakes for foreign
ready for lsanching Vir
of these were brought h. A &
coast ports and 1mmadm ;
service,
had to be cut in two to
jthrough the Welland M
four through the vear, basing con- .ok was acmmphshe&"uﬂ
rejoined in less than- thred

¢ from the
syrup from maple trees than it Is jwarded.

;i
Almost om

time the - confie
Ny o

Another difficulty which

“willful damage” dom“ g

and crews before the sHips

and in many instances ullﬂ'f*
highest engineering skill to o '
‘replace parts  of forelg'n—bﬂ"
gines and boilers removed or el
Indicnting that the task- has'Besls
attended by success, the statemeént’
was made by & prominent omm
nected with the shipping- boﬂ"
every vessel seized was now” ;"
pletely repaired and in service.- M '
of them have made as many as
and four round trips through thesd
war zone, “u “ﬁ d
Three of the former German m ‘-
qeh, have been the objects of aﬁm
ful attack by the submarines: - Sewsd ;&
eral others have been attacked” buth %
‘Maped N = .‘, .
The announced smkmgs of m“
ships for the yvar up to and m’!t'
ing the week ending Jan. 2% h\“
been 1,033 vessels, of which "T68
were over 1,600 tons and 170 ww"
under. that firure. The joint Tosses'
of France and Ttaly have Béen'g

aged three to  four 'large Vehsdler |

weekly.

The issuance of conl clnﬁ to ul'a-'"- B
ufacturers and priority ﬂduflih,,
| half of apartment houses'
considered by- Iocnl fuel -
tors te provide an equal
o fthe meager daily coal
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