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SCHOOLS

(Paper read at the Presbyterian Workers’ Conference held at

Haines Institute, Augusta, Ga.,

January 31st to February 3rd.)

——

ng théir richest natural con-
tributioh and to live their own
abundant lives. '
Each child possesses distinct
faculties and capacities. There is
no type or pattern to which all
_children of a given age con-
form. Fﬁ;uui_l%iu do noil:m g:ow in-
to belng full-fledged grow
perceptibly. Therein lies the
‘opportunity for the development
of .pupils hito channels of living.
" The pupil - with wide awake
m% 'mgumuaelea. keen mental
tendency toward
re life needs his

g

: mwht ‘to things which

|

will prove most helpful in later
jife. This begins in the elemen-
tary school. How many boys

id girls of our own race lead a
practically hum-drum life be-
cause they have had no other
ideals brought to them,

One of our own girls, not
more than 14 years of age, when
asked why she stopped school,
said, “I gone far as we school
went and aint nobody axed me
to go fudder and I tink say I
been too old to gone to school
qow, But atta dem odder girls
go school and say dey lak em
fite, 1 comin Monda.”

_ The dingy. gehool room with

‘miore childres than it can hold
; ?;?a .'n.n.:.-l' 7 e :

‘But now she has seen that life
doea hold more and that some-
one is interested enough to ask
lier to attend school.

‘Everyone who is not living
aimlessly and blindly must have
some pattern by which to square
his life.

“We must remember, however,
that every child will no?tt choose
itg own ideal or will not geg ne
neeessity of goipg further ¥

for & mo! A '_ilﬂ ea:-
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iy-along. But if preperly trained
. pay render good service in their
own range which to us may sgem
parrow, but s decidedly

than no serviee at all.
It is, therefore, necessary
_that our elementary schools be
~well graded; that we enforce the
-strictest observance of all laws
-of - deportment, punctuality and
¢ attendance. All these

ithe highest aim,

- 8killful teaching will not only
find in the elementary subjects
means of training and directing
thoughts, but will so empley the
pupils’ minds in their study as
to make them living matter,
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ual process of giving attention.
We cannot expect the best re-

.{sults from teaching when a class

gives half attention; for then
we must have half work.

Omne of the greatest hindrances
in our elementary schools is the
lack of attention on the part of
the pupils. In some pupils this
may be caused by ill health or
mental deficiency. But so many
of our boys and girls are given
to day-dreaming. Do you know
any pupils in our school who
spend hour after hour day-
dreaming ? Have you noticed the
difference in the habit of atten-
tion from different people?

We are engaged in work.on a
field where almost everybody,
old and young, has no atteation,
no interest for anything, An-
nouncements are made to -4 con-
gregation. Every eye, ear and
mouth opens apparently to hear,
but nebody understands. We
studied the situation and for a
while thought this was true be-
cause our expressions are dif-
ferent. But after teaching the
children we find that the habit
of non-attention has captured
the minds of almest everyone.

Left to themselves, then, the
pupils follow along the line of
least resistance, - Then comes
the opportunity to the teacher
of the elementary school to cul-,
tivate .attention and. interest.
The things that present them-
selves to the mind -are the
‘things-which occupy it. The at-
tention and character of thought

of interest, It is-this Tact whic
makes it vitally necessary for us
to present to our pupils thoughts
that are broad and pure.

But however broad and pure
may be our motives we must
first be interested ourselves. We
must be systematically heroic in
problems of every day life and
experience. We must not shrink
from tasks because they are dif-
ficult. There will be lesgong aud
text-books which ape ngt in-

| tensely interesting, but we must

resolye ta de eur best from a
sense of duty, keeping eonstant-
ly before us the fact that many
of our bgys and girls will get all
of life’s training, se far as schoel
is concerned, in an elementary
school.

So many parents are not will-
ing to sacrifice that their chil-
dren may receive a high school
or college training apd even
more haye gﬁ{ haJ’ the means at
any. rate. is does not include
the vast number gf boyg and
girls who haye had ng epcqur-
agement, whom ng ene has tak-

=len the first step to interest in

going further inte the prepara-

hes|tion for life's great werk. And,

‘more than all, many parents of
_ girls will aetually
have to be begged to allow their
children to receive even an ele-
mentary school training, One
mother said: “Deys no use to]
send dese gal chillun to school.
Deys got fuh work. It most
time for dem fo h

an git marry. Pﬂeﬁv ‘lﬁ%
aint much better. Dey tog bad
fuh run royy’. Yaggum, dey gan
read, muym, mest ARy 9 dem
book. Dat's nuff. Den't need
too much bogk learnin' te wuk
wid hoe.”

This mother expressed her
own and the sentiments of many
others who are just too timid to
put’ their thoughts into words.

Somewhere st hegin

the creatjan pﬁh: il the
ar8 | hearts of a people tq get up oyt

of their narrow sphere and 1
more of life. n?; TRy lm
only a few years in school them-
selves, but how very unselfish it

n- |seems when a mother says:

;1did not haye the opportunity of

going te school, but I want my

“AND YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND, THE
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children to go. They ;must 30
know more than I know and I}od&

will sacrifice everything I can

school,”

tary training, but what she had
learned was taught in such a
as to keep alive the interest and

and ‘she was willing to
out in\her children. No dou
she put many hours - in

up where she was never able to
climb.

To my mind there-is a
difference between one who

thinks.

cupied in absorbing the imme-
diate present that he has no time
to see the wider significance of
the things with which he deals.
One who is so taken up with re-
ceiving that he never feels the
necessity of sharing with the
world that which has enlight-
ened his life. g !

The teacher must put himself

think and feel as they think and
feel. To be able to put one's

sand possible positions is to have
that invaluable human sympa-
thy without which no real ser-
vice is rendered,

There must also be self-sacri-
ficee. We must be willing to
serve without pay. Schiller
says, “Ingratitude is the world’s
pay,” and that {s very true in

must give.

may be better,

However honeat and self-sac-
rificing a teacher may be, if he
does not thoroughly believe in

has no enthusiasm, then he
should have no part in directing
children. The school room is no
place for the man or woman
who is foreyer ¢hanting tales of
woe; who ig never willing to co-
operate cheerfully. But we do
need men and women who are
looking up. not dgwn; who have
a sense of humgr and can smile
at dificulties. :

It ig the duty of every elemen-
tary teacher to make school life
so happy that any child would
want to attend. I remember dis.
tinctly the dread and fear of my
early school days. How thapk-
ful I was when Friday evening
came, gii'a ﬁow sorry to see an-
other Monday morning dawn. It
geems to me we were taught
nothing, but whipped for every-
thing we did ngt know. We
couldn’t learn. It togk all ef
our time tg dedge the switeh. I

compelled me to go te &cheel,
but, looking baek at the boya and

class, many stopped by the way.
The work of a teacher should be
a happy, holy task.

moodily on obstguctin
What we )

from the ﬂeggugilt %\qt
the obstruction gnd
the mattep in 8
tion. Fhe stubborn
not need to be whi

jdeas.

yet not indulging

to dal his best, keepi Y

him the pegsibilities of what he
can be rather than what he is
not. Watch them cl in
their work apd plag.. Under-
stand dach meed and capacity
and help them center their in:
terest around the right 4! X
Then we may- be able to visual-
ize each character now and what
they hope to be. We must know

that they may remain !inl,

_ She had not even an elemﬂn-

.,.' 1

desires implanted in her bressf ;

thoughts of the glories further -mlf
LA ; 3

] t v .
a mere book-worm and one who{ylg
There is little place in}ove:

the ‘world for one who looks,|is"
listens, reads and is so fully oe-}¢;

into the place of the pupils gnd

self into any one of these thou-|; e

the kind of service a teacher|,

. The emphasis must be upon}:
- needs

BT mold

humanity and in himself, if he

was fertynate in that my parents
girla whe started out in that

_ Nothing
can be accomplished by dwelling

t away
cauged B
and  app
different gm—
ehild dees
, but to
have hig will strengthened that
he may control himself. A teach-
er can be firm yet quite patient

and surely
sympathetic. Expect each child

§

the child’s present
ind future life, -
es of manual train-
e economics should
iportant place in our
¢ school - curriculum.
- is now comscious of
§of young men and
ho are trained to do
rk. Education for the
ways been important |
e development of civ-
Mutch of the work in
is.on the elementa-

nds-of the future are
p- rising. It is, there-
tant thatweaﬂtmh"

constan
fore,

ers me plan of self-edu-

keep it up. There
some preparation of
i ‘work, if we would
mdard and live up to the
s which may be ours.
ny difficulties in

o

it distressing in the rural
districts in the matter of regu-
lar - attendance; Because of
pressing work on the farms and
‘the lack of proper clothing many
children attend not more than
half of the time school is in
session.. Then many are foreed
to stop school when they reach
the 4th er 5th grade while hun-
dreds of them finish no grade at
all. - It is true that in spite of
all that has been done the edu=
cation of the Negrg is enly well
underway. But in the building
of and maintaining Christian
ideas the church elementary
school has made an imperishable
name for itself in the hearts of
our people. More than half g
century ago when foyr millien
Negroes faged the world with no
opportunities for an education,
the Church came forward and
took unto itself the task which
it might have avoided—educat-
in the Negro. Into these scheols
have gone, as dg teday, the un-
couth, wntutored, neglected
youths of our coyntry,
Sometimes the schoel houses
have been erowded or equipment
poor and very often teachers
have been less effective than
they ought to have been; some-
times urgent, necessary work
has not been done. Thege enly
serve to make hyighter the glo-
ries of the thi achieved. Out
of these schools have growm the
boarding schegl, agademies, nor-
mal and | schools.

Through our chureh elementary
schools bays and girls have been
ingpired to go forward and up-
ward. There is a steady stream
of trained men and women, go-
ing back to the places from
whence they came or to some
field of service, capying the
things they have gained with

| friends and relatives, Sneers

1-|have a vision of - higher life,
and, I believe, lives of sg

know to get my heart right with

| The stementary chch s

offers a program which means|_

L.
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and jeers have followed them all
the way. Not even the parents
of two were willing. But they]

One ‘of our girls, on returhing to
Haines after the holiddys, wrote,
“I cannot forget what you said
to me. When you kneel in prayer
please remeimber me. I hope that
before 1 leave Haines I will be a
Christiany I am trying all-I

God. I want fo be one of His
children. Pray for me.” S5
We must realize clearly that
school not only trains for life
but is life itself. If Christian
principles are  inoculated into
pupils during early life there
is more hope of their taking
deep root in the future and for
the service that is to be ren-
dered. :

The world moves forward on
the feet of its young people, and
the Churth elementary school
has a place im its curriculum
whereby the child is helped to
grow, to develop, to experience,
to live: o ¢

the training of our boys and
girls into lives of Christian
character crowned with abun-
dant life, bringing forth fruits
the Spirit, kindneas, gentleness,
joy, peaee, truth, faith, hope,
leve, reverence for God and one
another.

CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, PHTERSBURG,
- VA.

A very appreciative audience
assembled in Central Presbyte-
rian church, Rev. J. E. Tice, pas-
tor, March 11, though the weath.
er was very dreary, to hear a
real gospel message delivered
by the Rev. Dr. Keeler, chairman
of the Church Ereetion Board of
the Presbyterian Church, U. S.
A., whose headquarters are in
New York City.

Dr. Keeler is an able, fluent,
forceful and enlightening speak-
er, and has a reputation of de-
livering a strong practical mes-
sage to all of his audiences. We
were - all thrilled at his utter-
ances.

Dr. Keeler and wife motored
from New York City here
March 9 gnd .held a cenference
with a eemmittee of fourteen re-
presentatives of eolored and
white Preghyterians in the Tabb
St. Praebyterian church (white),
Dr, J. B, Hemphill, pastor,
where plans were formulated
for the erection of a new church
for the Central Presbyterian
church on its site, on Halifax
St. The work is scheduled to
begin in the month of May.

There are ten persons in the
church. who have pledged to
raise $100.00 each, toward the
building fund, te be reported on
the 254 ef the present month.

that spirtt of love for humanity

which' was first ro
church elemeniary

The county schools

jto the utmaost capacity

in the great time. and great rejoicing.

‘hool.

Five years ago, after acceph~ wonderful work since he came
ing work on a field that is al- to'us and everybedy is striving
most primitive, we found no one and doipg their best in halding
who had all of an elementary him up, for he is an untiring
school’s training; not one bey or worker.
girl who had been persuaded to'
attend -sehool for any p :
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We are looking forward for a
Rev, Tiee, eur pastor, haa done

A MEMBER,
Learn to laugh; a good laugh
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thrce] ;s E. Shepard,

B ot Cutitia: Sy G
lege, Durham, N. C. Mr. C. H. '
budies Tobias, Senior

give a
throughgut t
introduce the g er.

Matthews, Buffalo;.

Rosenwald of Chicago, .&:
Secretary of the Y. M, C.
Mrs. Charles

gall, of Buffalo, .. -

iment ‘of the Michigan Avenue
the opening:of the New Building

Sunday afternoom; April 15, at

(8 o'clock. The Dedicatith Ad-

dress is to be delivered by Dr. " -
of

Secretary of the

Colored Depirtment, ' National

Council, New ‘York City, will
n,éﬂ%i_aw of the “Y” work
: country and also

Among the guests  of

will be Mr, and Mrs. {

: B

M. ATyl

0 Aﬁ‘llr
Fred Eldredge, of New York,
York, and Mrs. Siduney MeDou-

Sunday at 7:30-P. M., at the
Secretaries’ Supper Conferernce

Thos. E. Taylor; of -New York,

;ill preside “and the ‘address is
to be delivered by Secretary R.
B. DeFrantz. - Among the Sec-
retaries who will be present are:
George Arthur, Chicago; S. R.
Morsell, Pittsburgh; A. L.
Comither, Brooklyn; Campbell
Johnson,  Washington; Chas. E.
Frye, Cleveland; 'Thos. A, Boll-
ing, Rochester; H. S. Dunbar,
Detroit; J. A. Greene, Dayton;
B, W. Overton, Cincinnati; H.
W. Porter, .Philadelphia; C. H.
Bullock, Montclair; and C. M.
Cain, Atlantic City.

+

with program under auspices of
the Ministers’ Council, Rev. J.
Fdward Nash, President, presid.
ng.

Tuesday, 8 P. M.—Fraternal
Night, Mr. Robert Buckner, pre-
siding.

Wednesday, 8 P. M.—Citizens’
Night—Mr. H. H, Lewis, Sr.,
presiding.

Thursday, 8 P. M.—National
Health Week - Program, under
the auspices of the local Medi-
cal Association, Dr. J. L. Waters,
presiding. ;
Friday, 8 P. M.—Ladies’
Night—under the auspices of
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Mrs. Otis D.
Jackson, President, presiding.
Mrs. Addie W. Hunton, Brook-
lyn, N. Y., speaker. § ok
Saturday, 8 P. M—Y. M, C.
A. Night—Interbranch Demon-
stration Program, Mr.. Charles
Herrick, Physical Director, Cen-
tral Branch, presiding. Music by
Genesee Street Branch Orches-
tra.

Sunday, 4 P. M.—Vesper Ser-
vices—Mr. C. A. Sims, chair-
man, Religious Work Committee,
presiding. Music by St. Phillip’s
Church Choir; Speaker, Mr. Don
D. Tullis, Secretary Buffalo
Council of Churches.

All meetings are open to the
public.

Notice should be taken of the
following:

Thursday, April 19, 2:30 to °
B o’clock, inspection of Building
and Reception to High School
Boys and Girls, the Hi Y Club,
hosts. '

Friday,, April 20, 2:30 to &
P.' M ~Inspection - of Building
and reception to women, Ladies’
Auxiliary, hostesses.

Saturday, ‘April 21, 9:80 to
11:80 P. M, Inspection of Build- -
ing and Reception to Boys and
Girls, 10 to 15 years of age. -

Wm. H., JACKSON,
Executive Secretary..

-~ Norfmal hood should be as
far as! e carefree. Re-
spongibility; "(/care and work
1have no place during these early
years, except as a conscious part
of the éducative process. What-
ever deprives - children of this

is better than medicine.

A

joyous outlook is wrong.




