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“Prepare ye the of
Lord, mske sl:mig:tgy in E‘ﬁ:
desert ‘a highway for our
God, E:;‘eé'y valley shall pe ex-

2d, and every mountain and
:ﬂr‘lﬂ!&ll'h@n}aﬂe low: and the
crooked shall be made strgight,
and ‘the rough plain: and
the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed ahd all flesh shall see
it together: for the mouth of
2‘5&3 Py ‘hath spoken it.” Tsaiah

God is eoming! Make ready
the way! This is the message of
.the prophet. Before .there. can
be & divine visitation ther

¥

must_ be & moral . Be-
fore is a ak
e ere must be an |

readjustment. Fulfilled
coming of Christ this m

evangelical prophet is al-
ways being fulfilled in the life
the Church. The day of the
Lord is near. The om . of
God is at hand. God is.coming!
e it it
_ ng words of grace
D ictes We
nio my people.” e
voice of é:d's ‘bewildering for-
giveness had been heard far off
in the land of exile. A religion
that does not begin with words
of forgiveness is . mo Gospel.
On the other hand, a religion
that stops with forgiveness is
not the religion of the New
Testament. Grace must find éx-
pression. Absolution muat issue
in righteousness, We Jisten te

n,

the message, “Comfort ye,” bit |
- we hear also ‘the wmandate, |
28 epare ye the way

-

God, to the Church of the living
God, the language is intimate
and arresting. There is a mnote
of immediacy about it. Some
of ug remember how the enemy
planes in France sent sdldiers
and civilians hurrying to safe-
ty. Still n re vividly do we re:
me-1ber the thrill that camc
when the danger was passed
and the trumpeters sounded
the recall. That is what we
hear. We hear the trumpet of
God sounding -the recall 4o
righteousness. Three times the
trumpet sounds. It proclaims
the fact of the Living God,
“Propare ye the iway of the
Lord.” It proclaims the task of
the /Church, “Make straight in
the desert a-highway.” It pro-
claims the ultimate triumph,
“The glory of the Lord. shall be
revealed and all flesh shall see
it together.” The whole herizon
ia glorious with the dawn “for
the mouth of the Lond hath

rpoken dt.”

""We have first of all the ar-
festing  proclamation of

fact of ‘the Living God. God is
-coming. Thig is the ‘word that
comes out of ‘the desert. “God
in ‘coming, prepare ye the way.”
Like the metes of 8
great Oratorio this is the chal-
leage the trumpet -sounds .out
of the long silence, “O Jerusa-
lem, thatbri good tidings,
lift up thy voice with strength;
1Pt it up; be not afraid; say un-
+o the igities of Judah; Behold

:
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. mﬂ‘g.&'“jr‘ £
ay 28, 1931, : -
ot our belief in.a Living,God—
all-personal, all-powerful, Eﬂl-
presént—has anything - to ’ide
with our present bewiderme
in religion, .in. morals gnd

| It ;would be easy o

t}ﬂa proeess .of li w
ontrol of the erto secret!
resources of the world has giv+:

ense of power amnd we .
Fm to the-convietion hﬂ:&:ﬁ
4 e

wve and

e can control and e

felixerances of gueat physiciat

8
and astvonemers o the effest:
{that' the ' mechanistic view of

| wehere it listeth.”

en'te onr: .generation 3 mew}

" Wihile mejoicing inithe-sassnt | SAYE.

romes e will net heed ou
r; When :but “oone ‘down Hi

oW seexet, stair:” 1 .ant not

R s

|Cheist, |ag&in: $9.a0.
lacademic search for
‘which in the past has glways
registered a ‘megative? We are,
jall too ready to bow -down.be-
ifore the shrine of a narrow .in-

itellectualism. ‘Something is to |

ibe said for 'the contention of
'Bishop ‘Gore that Jesus .classi-
fied intellectialism -with covet-
ousness as a harrier fo the
Kingdom of God. Jesus de-
imands o -special - academic
\leaming, He does demand mor-
.al dinperity The atrong words
of Martin Luther, when he had
to face the Emperar, challenge
ue. “Christ comes and sits. at
the right hand—not of the Kai-
ser, for in that case we ghould
have ished long ago—but at
the rila‘;:l hand of Ged. This is
a great and incredible thing;
hut 1 enjoy it, incredible as it
ig: some day I mean to die in
it? Why should.Imot live in it?”
Indeed and Why not?

the path of the philosopher or
the physicist that we.came fo
eaving faith in the Living God,
Augustine, himself no mean
philosepher, in one of his; most
gearching’ passages says, “It is
not by our feet but by our af-
fections -that -we ever .come  to
Cod or return to Him.” He does
not renounce intellectual val-
ues, God forbid. He. does; how-
ever, exalt. mrmali:iens the
recipient of truth. If Living
God is to come to us-across the
separating -spaces, ‘we g0
no -further-than where we are.
The far eountry, the swine, the
husks, the rags, t home-

“Que hearts if God:we seek 14|
Shall Mnowokina i sefoiee.. . |

m#'fmf:&;%&qﬂe
|lon of “heave

o |Spirit will come, God will ap-
deity.|

Certain it is:that it is not by | peepl

1 | pent bit. him. Shall not the day
{of the Lord be darkness, and

n' { this evangelical prophet is talk- |
jéhg about. These great meta-
| ;phors that speak of mountainsi

| ean'have no other them a. meral

| difference 'Wheve dark doubts

tthe Univesse has been thrown AT
Loot and branch o5 of fheir |[the s
e-0ne Canob’ ,feelin 1 ' . ‘¥he
hat: tlheve lis som *mf-ﬁ.‘eﬁ- . the ' prounfains, |
fic sbout the alacrity with which,|siraighten the —crosked
we ‘piok up the o _..t‘mE{_ﬁc@‘.ﬁ;ﬁmn ¢ Living ‘God will
‘the dable of She sci- [come. But not*4ill ‘then. Jt will
= 1 cise, o bold

to sl
en’ ,fi-
I .‘ .‘V _. s ’I 281

peur when, and only when, the
way is made ready. It is the
imessage of the New Testa-
iment, “Repent, for the King-
idom of Gpd is at hand.”

We live in a faith world. We
llive (in;a world ‘that says, “Ac-
jcording to your faith be it un-
‘to you,” We live in a warld that
.answers. back to us. It says Yey
te our Yes and No to our No.
The sailor must hoist hig sail
if he is to catch the wind. The
| miger must sink his shaft if he
'is to discover the gold. The en-
 gineer must swing his bridge
if ‘he is to harness the river.
Thé aviator must spread his
wings if he is to search the
sky. The financier must make
his investment if he is to find
hic fortune. The Christian must
prepare the way if the Living
Cod is.to appear.

What does thiz preparation
invalve? On every hand we'hear
e say, “We need a revival
of old-fashioned religion.” T am’
sure they are right but 1 am
nof sure they know what they
mean. An. old-fashioned revival
means moral house-cleaning. Jt
has always meant that and T am
not sure that is what the people
want. There were people long
ago who thought they wanted
a revival of old-fashiened reli-
gion and to them the prophet
snoke: “Woe unto you that de-
gire the-day of the Lord! to
what end is it for yon? the day
-of the Lord is darkness and not
light. As if a man did flee from
a.lion, and a bear met him; or
went into the house and leamed
his hand en the wall, and a ser-

pot - light? even very dark and
no brightness in it ?”" Old-fash-/
icned religion means just what |

and valleys:.andserceked places

meaning. The propbet is phink-
ing - of valleys:of deeeit:and in-|

breed, of meuntains: where -préj-

udices and Tk -like
bandits, of croslsed places wher.
ey - and. (hypoerisy

e

gl the swift ‘hastening af the

: e 5

fhe Chureh. “I talked pa
L i ed m’. nee,

ms! Shall 1 preach of
, ‘of standing . for their
sin, -eriminal in me, for
t at presept . means death

ed ‘work of utter extermi-
bn: of ‘my -people, which .is
ady 'preceeding here- and
‘continue U Jehovah
§@Ps in, -unless civilization.
cfes, Stop' T talked about our

o igreatest friends, God—and

missienaries. Then T talked
ven -and the streets of
'They seemed encour-
Both ‘the natives and the
pnaries, and they sang
th meaning. and faith, ‘God
Bl take care of you.'” .

Ve have all felt like that and
#¥e heen on the threshold of
e doors of the church
e things that are wrong

made right. But Ag-
was right. He wag right,.

| (For The Associated Negro
Preas) egro
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3¢ 1t ‘were not Zor somme auch
25 “What T Owe to My

York and edited by Sydney

¢@dvom the prose and poet-
‘of the 'language that

poncept of fathers as active in-
:_l;eneea in the lives of “their

| #8al the 'd e, . 'Btit ‘here is a book in hiily.
[y voice began to guiver. Some- ong |¢
.was -choking .me. ©|F

hien -and' women whose stro;

haracters ‘are positive, power-
ful influences in American life
today acknowledge that much
of ‘what they are is due to their

f‘apen eonfessions” are:
\ddams, ‘Roger W. Ba Al
¢é Stone Blackwell, Samfy

iot, Edward A. Filene, ]
@neﬁon Foedick, John Haynéy
[Hélmes, Nicholas Vachel Lind--
i2ay, Paul Pwight Moody, Wil-
linm ‘Piekens, Theodore Roosé-
weM, Jr., @swald Garrison Vil
lard, Stepken 8. Wise and Mary
|E. Woetlay.

The fathers of these men and
wome, dn: addition to being,
imany «f them, men -of ‘big af-
fairs, seem ‘alsoito have ‘heen
lindividuals of sturdy, dndepen-
{dent  character:  the Quaker
ifathenof dane: Addams, who]

Abolitionist -and friend. of ‘the)

us g right in dealing
exy,, the corrup-

ad i

s Uy, e was'

inf that .crusading Church of
ithe middle ages with its heart
ihot agsinst the - inigpity en-
itrenched in the Holy City, mov-
ling out.in.a military parade to
\capture the Holy Sepulchre
with a sword. That was. one of
\the darkest hours of Christi-
anity. Tt is.easy to turn palitical
reformer but the . coming of

contingent upon the purification
of politics but on the purifica-
tion of the Church. It is o His
people God promises o come.
The mountains of bigotry and
ignerance, the valleys of inde-
cision and apathy, the crooked
nlaces of controversy and insin-
cerity are within ‘the chureh.
Let the Church get .rid of its
secular spirit and then it can
challenge a secular society.

to. argue against secularism.
His life condemned it. Let
Christians practice meekness
and lowliness of heart and sec-
ularism out in the world will be
put to shame. Let the Chureh

within its own fellowship and
then it will speak with autheri-
ty eoncerning social and racial
rivalries. If Christians fail to
find fellowship at the Holy
Communion—the true  social
center of the church—why
should the world wonder at the
failure .of nations,to reach.a re-
aoneiling  agreement? ‘Let ‘the

gecret of peace within its own
fellowship and then

Christian
inside the

but out of the

Church. & was

slavery found its solution. . Tt
was within the fellowship of
the Church that seculérism was
confounded. It was at the Gom-
munion Table that rich and

white, male and female found
gach. other . to. be friends in
Christ. .Into that fellowship
were buill the folk of alien anc
rival creeds. Into it were builf
&rofana fishermen,

{8, .Eaﬂ'.eu.-

; he [
i€rusaders were wrong. 'Think'

the Living God is mnet made

Franois of Assisi did not need |S

solve the problem of good will gro

Church find and .maintain the |

it ean
gpeak with = authority on the
cruel waste of war. The social
{order of the First Century did
not grew out of Roman politics |

Chureh that the preblem of

plon. | . Ges.L, knew . Willie

| ; [Dwight Ls  Moedy,:
poesc her and great demo-
illard, th _

{forty years '‘Peesidentiiof ;.Hgn-
ivard, and Vachel Thomas Lind -
say, the doetor who brought
imost of Sangamon Ceunty into
the wonld:. These fathers loved
their homes and their children
;and +led lives that were silent
examples’ 4o their children,
They ‘were - providers, pretec-
tors apd cemforters. They in-
spired strength of body and
character, resoluteness, clarity
of ,idea. and puwpose, self-reli-
ance.

Jane Addams, as a girl,
thought she was too hemely to
show off as' the daughter of
such a handsome father, but
her father’s understanding
love of her helped to destroy
her complex. 'There Wwere
smarter, better-looking children
in L!%ie Wise family than Rabbi

tephen S. Wise, but the Wise
father (in name and fact) took
all to his bosom. The encouarge-
ment of their fathers wag aper-
manent antidote to self-depre-
cation. S Ao

Mr. Pickens is the only Ne-
ro contributor to this volume
and ope of the ‘most interest-
ing, He ewes, he believes, to
his ' father ' soundneéss and
¢rength of body and mind. His
father, Jacob Pickens, who
lived' to be 75, was ome of the
strongest -men of the town and
rne of ‘tHe ‘most: fearless,” Dr.
Piekiens attributes his strength
and his health and his absence
of fear to His father. His fath-
er caused him to want to be
strong'in all ways. He dees not
Fmoke ‘because he wag taught
¢ a youwth that-tebacco would
‘make ‘him weak. He daes not
. \peeaude shis  father sug-

wgth- by
Bag lcpnfidence in -himself, be-
cause his father-had confidence
Sy on il B R oy
| Onee, @t YaleUniversity, Mr.
| Pickens de¢idedito|enter an or:
stomical | coptast, , A reporter to

|
1

father, that the son had won.
11 Man was not a bit, sur-
m" , replying simply :

‘would

that ‘hinder the eomiing f the
Living God. . 3 4

(Continued on page 4)

ther,” just published byl

. |Henry Holt and Company of |:

fathers. ‘Those who make Such |

!:‘gs .a oftiend of Abmaham Eiin- |
(coln ;»Hen -Blackwell, hushand: g
iaf bhe mﬁmt Tiucy, Stene,:

Toor, bond and Tres, black and | ANite sewspaver in Liftle
|story to.Jasob Pickens, -the|

, one might easily con-|min,

steady. stream ‘of apostrophes|tut -
to mother 'had destroyed the |pect

_ The Catawbs Preshyterial..
- Jmet with the St. chureh,

April 30th.  The meeting was

opeped at 2 o'clock. A mest

touching _ worship e

conducted by Mrs,

an. ‘We always look :

this part of t

much_anticipation.

the great responsibilities e,
work, we need th ot fn ;

guidance and strength.

one took an active part. :
Registration of del ‘was

the next order called for hy the

presiding :officer, Mrs. Hallie Q.

Mayberry, President.
- The reading of -the min

of last year by the :
Secretary followed. The minutes.
jwere reqd and adopted. -
fMirs. oJ. H.

veay 2o, Catible spube b
he w‘w Isme 0{ the worl .,

'which was-very e :
:S'he 'also -told of - them
rived -from- the distriot meet-

ings ;

'Mrs. C. M. Safford read the
apportienment of sewing ' ifor
each local isociety s we dre to
help furnish- ithe
Brainerd Institute at Chester,
'S. C. Mrs. Stafford ds Secre-
tary of National Missions and
Overseas Sewing.

The Secretary of Literature,
Mrs: Demetria Dixon, unged us
tor our literature more in
order to be able to make an in-
tellizent report.

Mrs. H. C. Dugas gave one of
the best reports on the Beard
of National Missions that we
have 'had. -She defined the work
of National Missions as being
only the Church in action.
.The Young People’s Sacres
tary and the Secretary of As-
rociate Members were absent at
thig particular time, and there
were no reports from them. -
The Socifll Service Seeretary,
Mrs. Floretta Johnson's repert,
was very gratifying. She urged
that our vision might be broad-
ened so that we might go eut
in search of the lowly in spirit
and help them,

To our regret our Stewgrd-
ship Secretary’s name was
omitted from the program and
we.failed- to get that wonderful
report on stewardship from
Mrs. M. C. J. McCrorey which,
as all know, has become one of
the main features of our Pres-
byterial.

We were more than pleased
to have Mrs. F. P. » B
former President, present at

| this time.

Mesdamés McCrorey and Da-
vis discussed the reports, and
asked that the Presbyterial
consider a fixed date for . the
annual meeting; which was left
in the hands of :the \Executive
Com . 4 s

'hg¥aung People's Secrefa-
{xv, Miss Ghresfield, came
llin at this time and gave the re-
|port..of ;Young People. She re-
{ported 31 Young People’s Soci-

eties functiening -and in fine
working. order. - g
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