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~ BATTERING DOWN THE BARRIERS OF
 PREJUDICE

- Stirring Chapters from the 25. Year History of the National

association for the Advancement of Colored People
NO. 16. UNUSUAL ENDINGS FOR THE “USUAL CRIME.”

Thanks to the efforts of the
" N. A/A, C. ¥. Negroes accuseq
oI raping wnte women are nos

‘ uiways lynched or sentenced 1o

deatn. In 1922, Luther Colins;

'was arrested mn Houston, 'fex
L enurgea With Crimilal as
d4aull upon a white woman. He¢
wag hastiy tried, evidence Ia-
‘voring him was excluded, and ne
was convicted and sentenced uo
death, 'the Houston granch en
tered the case and secured a re-
versal of the conviction on the
hasis of the excluded testimony
‘I'he gecond trial ended 1n a hung
Jul'y, eighi Jurorg peing Ior ut-
quittal and four for a lighter
sentence than the death penal
Ty. On October 29, 1924, Col-
ling was again tried and sen-
tenced to 99 years’ imprison
ment, The - Branch attorneys
promptly appealed and in Jan-
uary, 1926, the Texas Court ot
Uriminal Appeals reversed the
conviction and ordered a retri-

‘al, At the fourth trial in 1926,

the case was dismissed. Luther
Colling was freed in September
from the cell he had occupied
dince 1922, The Houston Branch
raised by itself the $2,000 need-
ed for his defense. The defense

. lawyers were Houston white

men.
A Kansag “Scottsboro” Case

On March 17, 1927, two white
girls, Margaret Akers and Ju-
lia Mooney, claimed to have

-by-tWo men atf

Coﬂ'eyvﬂle Kan. Three colored|-
men were arrested. A riotous
mob stormed the jail and racial
feeling ran high. Three Negroes
were jailed on a charge of in-
citing to riot.

At the urgent request of the
Coffeyville Branch, the Nationall

'Legal Committee of the N. A.

A. C. P. sent Attorney Elisha
Scott (colored) to that city to
defend the Negroes.

Mr. Scott ed the
Grand Jury to investigate the
rape charge. This regulted in
the arrest of Julia Mooney and
Ira Kennedy ,a white salesman,
and the revelation that white
men and not Negroes were in-
volved in the rape charge. The
Mooney woman was placed un-
der $20,000 bond and Kennedy
was jailed. As a result of the

. subsequent hearing Julia Moo-

ney and Kennedy were bound
over to the District Court,
bonds being fixed at  $5,000

each. Kennedy was remanded to
jail in default of bond. At the
trial Margaret Akers charged
that Kennedy had assaulted her
and that the Negro theory had
been advanced by Julia Moo-
ney. Nevertheless, the Mooney

woman and Kennedy were ac- |

quitted on July 20, 1927.
Although the case against

these two whites was lost, sen-

timent against the colored men

. charged with inciting to riot

changed and through the work
of the Coffeyville Branch and

. the best class of citizens, suf-

ficient pressure was brought on
the County Attorney to cause
him to make g motion to dismiss
the cases. Al of the colored men
were freed, The National office

~ contributed $350 to the legal

defense, the remainder .of the
cost being met by the Coffey-

South Carolina,

The Nashvlile N. A, A. C. P.
Branch, with the bac.kmg of a
number of leading . clergymen,
investigated the charge against
Durant, the inquiry proving
that he was obviously innocent
of the crime. Funds were raised
and Jeff McCarn, white, one of
the ablest cnmmal lawyers in
Tennessee, was employed to con-
duct the defense, Nashville
churches, lodges and individu:
'uals soon raised $1,776 of the
$2,000 fee asked by Attormey
McCarn,

The penalty for rape in Ten-
nessee ig death, but upon trial
and conviction Durant was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. An
appeal to the Supreme Court of
‘'enneseee was heard on Febru-
ary 27, 1925. On May 1, the
Supreme Court reversed the de-
cision of the Davidson County
Criminal Court and ordered a
new trial, On May 18, Durant
was released on small bond, The
new trial was set for October
8, 1925, but was finally nolle
prossed and Mr. Durant was
freed.

The Strange Case of Ben Bess

In 1915 Ben Bess, a well-to-do
Negro farmer of Florenee
County, South ' Carolina, was
accused -by a white woman, of
raping her. He narrowly es-
caped lynching and was sen-
tenced to thirty years" impris-
 onment. In May, 1928, t.hirteen
‘vears later, hid“iserniténce W
commuted by Governor Rich-
ards, after the white woman
hehevmg herself about to die,
executed an affidavit denying
and refuting her testimony
against Bess, This brought a
full uncondltmnal pardon for
'Ben Bess,

When there was talk of
bringing perjury proceedings
against the white woman, she
promptly executed a second af-
fidavit, repudiating the first
one, declaring that she had
thereby merely meant to “for-
give” him. Governor Richards
immediately undertook to re-
voke the pardon he had issued.

Habeas corpus proceedings
iwere promptly instituted by
N. J. Frederick, of Columbis,
8. C., the N. A. A. C. P. attor-
ney representing Bess, and the
case was referred by a court
to a Master. who found there
had been no fraud in the execu-
tion of the woman's first affi-
davit as ehe had declared in her
second one. The court neverthe-
less ignored the master’s find-
ings, dismissed the writ of 'ha-
hsbeas corpus and Bess was re-
turned to prison. -

The Association's attorney
then appealed to the Suprem-

deliberated for eleven months.
On October 12, 1929, in En Banc
Session, with all Circuit Judg
ea @itting with thie Supreme
Court, that court by a vote of
10 to 7 ruled the Governor had
no authority, to revoke the par-
don. Ben Bess was thereupon
freed and is nmew living in the
North. The Association expend-
ed $300 on the case.

| When “Rapists” Go Free Down
f South,

Even bigger news-than 2 man

| biting 'a dog, is a Negro accused

of raping a white woman, go-
ing : free - below, . the  Mason-
‘Dixon hne. ang 'yet, believe it|
or mot, it has’ happened
Oentravﬂle, Tenn., is certainly
in the South and Turley Wright
ia unmistakably a Negro. In
1929 ‘he 'was sentenced fo 19
vears imprisonment on & charge
of criminally assulting an a.ged
white woman, :The woman’s

‘| voted against Wright in d
‘|and to  prevent his |

Court of South Carolina which|

| againet erght later
having been away from
scene of ‘the attack. Th
two of the prosecuting attor
neys, in open-court, withdr@
from the case. The trial j
made -affidavit: that they

]

ence to prevalent. mob

W. L. Pinkerton, white
counsel, moved for a new:
The judge granted the:
At the second trial Attorn
Genera] E. W. Eggleston:
clared in open court that t
State had no additional evident®
to present. Judge J. C. Hobh
thereupon instructed the j
lo bring in a verdict of “N
Guil'y.,” Turley Wr'ght
sreed, The N. A, A. C. P.
$100 on this case, i
“Earlyin 1930, Jack Ross, &
Negro, wag charged with erig
mal assault and rape in Mo
allegedly having assa
a \irhite woman on a lonely
after beating her male co
ion. He was tried in May,
represented by Attorney
T, Layne, white, and was |
quitted.  The Monroe Brahe
was extremely active. in the
case. The National office contri-
buted $125 to the Ross defensd.
William Harper was
demned to death on January 29
1931, for alleged 'assault on @
white woman of Portsmouth,
Va., yet on March 6; 1931,
was acquitted of t.hat erime h
thie woman \was subseq
convieted of perjury. At th
ond 'trial obtained for H
by the Norfolk N. A, A. C. ,;P.,
witnesses testified that the
white woman was forty -mil
from" the scene of the allege
attack, had spent the night
a white man who courageo ;
.- angd’ that-she
been seen in a North Carolina
dance hall on the night of the
attack. @ The Norfolk Branchk
spent $345 on Harper’s defense.
Other Noted Cases
In 1932 through the activity
of the National Office three ru-
ral Louisiana policemen _were
arrested by federal authorities

United States mails by takir
Ernest Thomas, a Negro rail-
way postal clerl, from a train,
beatmg’ him severely and jail-
ing him for having allegedly
broken some eggs .on a previous
run.

. In J925 the Fort Wayne,
(Ind.) Branch employed an nt-
torney to fight the case of Ha-'
ze] Harris, a young Negro beat-
en up and shot by Hiram Alt-
man, a railroad detective. Alt-
man was fined $500 and sen--
tenced to six months in prison.

In the Abe Washington case
in 1922, in Florida, where a Ne-
gro was convicted of murder
and sentenced to death, the As-
sociation appealad on the ground
of Negro exclusion from Jurles
Whilé the appeal was lost, in
1928 Washington’s eentenve
was commuted to life imprison-
ment,

In 1928, the Petersburg, Va.,
Branch spent $2,000 in the de-
fense of two colored women,
Mr=, Odessa Kelly and Mrs. Be-
Atrice McNeil, who were charged
with ‘perjury in testifying in
behalf of William Nelson, a Ne-
gro later executed for rape.
Sentenced to three years, the
Virginia Supreme Court grant-
ed them a new trial:

Charged with having beaten
two white hoboes and forced
them from a freight traln, John
May. age 28, and Richard Har-
ris, age 21, were arrested at
LaPorte Indiana, tried and
within 48 hours were on their
‘'way ‘to life imprisonment. Rob-
ért'Lee Brokenbur and R. L.
Bailey, N, A. A. C. P. attorneys,
fought the case through the va-
rious legal steps, until a new
trial was granted. On' Decem:*
her 12, 1932, the case 'was dis-
miaséd for lack “ef witnesses

dax:
Id:he Sebttnbmmes but it is

i| tained Fort, Beddow and Ray,

|foremost criminal law firm of

'mugnmm'mdnrth Garfieldfy’ ' The Middlesboro Fleld
ur el J

v { Hays of New York; that the bill .

| of exceptions, 790 pages long,

s | presented to  an

| International
| represent them. The N, A. A.

|er the Association had spent’ a
tel| grand total of $11,845.70. Of

#1D. L. since the

.| nities, sororities and other 'or-

on charges of obstructing the |,

wﬂﬂl most»oe! tlie detaﬂs ‘of

not 8o well known that for the
|appeal-to the Alabama Supreme
| Court the N. A. 'A. 'C. P

Clarence Darrow, of

one of . the most 'elaborate ever:

C. P attomeya, signed hy ﬂn,e
‘trial judge and certified to the
Supreme Court. _

The Communists, through the
Lahor Defense,
entered the case by persuading
the defendants to sign a written
request that the I. L. D. alone

(‘ P. thus had no other alterna-
tive but to withdraw. Altogeth-

+his sum $4,667.07 has been paid
out-in legal bills through the I.

on’sl
withdrawal from the . The|
money wag’ raised by Asso

viation througn its 400 bnnch-
es which held epecia! Scotts~
boro meetings, and - through
lcdges, clubs, churches, frater-

ganized groups, and indiviauals
' who wished to contribute to the
Scottsboro defense through an
i | organization whose record in-
spired confidence that the mon-
ye would be expended for the
-| nvrpose golicited.
These are but a selected few
of the numerous cases handled
by ‘the Association. We have not
ipuched upon many, guch as the
pending Tom Carraway casa in
Mium;:l‘gpi ani!—the -Jess Hollins
se ap-
Heals o aig -are 7 %ch
Thonth. Wherever there is injus-
tice because of color, the Asdo-
~iation promptly puts its
defense machinery in motion. It
has an impressive record of vie-
tories.

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, RED SPRINGS,
N. C.

Sunday morning, August 12,
at 11 olclock our pastor, Rev.
R. N. Cowan, brought to us a

real  soul-stirring message
from Isaiah 55:2, after which
‘Mrs. Cowan sang a solo,

“Watch and Pray.” The entire
cervice was enjoyed by all.

The second Sunday afternoon
at 3:30 o'clock we were more
than pleased to have preach for
us the Rev, L. W, Hedrick, min-
ister of the M. E. Chapel of
this city. He presented a very
helpful sermon, while his jun-
ior choir rendered very beauti-
ful music. A large audience
witnessed this impressive ser-
vice,

We were glad to have Rev.
T.. B. Black, pastor of the First
Presbyterian church (white) of
this city, preach for us recent-
iv at an afternoon scrvice.

Our Bible School, under the
direction of Rev. R, N. Cowan,
~mened the 9th of July and was
in gession ten days. Each child
seemed to have enjoyed it daily.
Many songs, Bible verses and
stories were learned as well as
nlave and games, We had an
enrollment of 108 with 7 in-
stroetors. Monday, July 23rd,
at 8:00 o'clock, marked the
~losing. A very interesting pro-
eram was rendered which con-
sisted of group singing, solos,
Bible Story Telling and recita-
tions. The handicraft work was
also on exhibition that day. At
the close of the program each
child was served a large
amount of lemonade.

We feel fthat all concerned
were benefited by the school
and ‘'we hope that another year
we shall be prepared to do a
higger and better work.

ABrieme
Pineville Fields

bnhcw:: and :m;r. :
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1 arrived here at Hidﬁhsbm
on June 1, 1934, and found eve
 rybody enthqsiutu over the
coming for they had been with:

two years. I was met at the sta-
tion by one of the church mem-
bers and was carried immediate.
ly up to his home to. have din-
nur with the lady whe has so
successfully kept the little flouk
together, I received a very cor-
dial weleome from the le

and enjeyed a very fine mert
M 4 began to in-
q concerning our work hem
«n@ the' number of membm
Mrs, Givens gave me all of the
information that she could. L
immediately secured the |ad-|
uresseg- of all the members
ana visited each one’s home
on Saturday, June. 2nd, and
invited them to come to ehureh
on the following Sunday; June
3rd. They readily ¢onsented and
on Sunday morning they were
all out bright and early for Sun-
aay echool. We had a glorious
Sunday school lesson and every
one seemed to have enjoyed 1t.|
Following the Sunday school
we had a short recess and then
went into the eleven o'¢lock, ser-
vice. The consequence of thig
.-Jervu:e wag the memberg met
7 no other
on th faces but.the
ble spirit of Jesus Christ. I w

made welcome to their homes.
WOrkDuneonthaFNl—FL

é:, S *"_’“m ‘uk_ “1'_,;_.
It was less than. three weeks
after I came here that I had
one of the greatest experiences
of my life. It was the funeral
of one of our young women,
age 26, who departed this life
on June 25, 1934, I had to
Ei-each and conduct this funer-

Some Members Lose Interest

After g period covering three
Sundays some of the members
aeemed as if they were about to
loge interest in our work again,
and I knew the reason: it was
because they were in the old rut
of two years of not going to
church. I got busy on the job
and visited each one’s home and
asked them why it was that
their great spirit of enthusiasm
hagd died down so early ? Some of
them gave frivolous excuses,
while some could not give any.
We then told them that we were
not playing and that we meant
business. They then became se
rious and promised me that
they would begin coming to the
church again, All of them kept
their promises with one excep-
tion. I made three vigits to his
home, but did not catch him
home either time. I met him on
the street one day and I asked
him why it was tﬁat he did not.
attend our church services. He
was struck and answered me
not a word. I told him that if
he could not come to church, I
would announce thut services
would be held at hig home on &
certain Sabbath.
swered me as followa: “Rev.
Brown, if you think that much
of me, I wilk come to church.”
Since then this man has been
coming to_the Sunday school,
eleven o'clock services, and the
evening gervices. He also brings
his wife with him.

‘Prayer Meeting

er vital auxiliary in our church,
We never had any prayer meet~
ings on Wednesday evenings

T came here last June Tstarted
it again. Now we have a nice

and etwoboygwefreed

mdmhm. tho testtﬁed

The public is generally famil-:

“'Everything in the future is
appointed by God.

He then an-.

~Qur prayer meeting is anoth-

during the last two years, When

-lit'tle group coming to prayer
meeting every Wednesday evi-
ning.” Now our prayer meeting |.

nv.n,s.
Hn,alaomdmtedamu\ft-
cation . Bible - School .

church with. thmhtm.of
the various city churches. Our
enroliment waa: net _as large

as we were expecting -but we
had . a mee little grpup.

into wn&heuﬁm.m het; the

summer hu

of July We
V.B. S. ne;t
at an earlier
struction, in

ha Wa ‘had ln-
e following de-
| partments: Prhury Junior,

Handicraft,
Methoda and New  Testament.
We also had instruction in gym-
nastic: exercises.

- The Spiritual Side of Our
Church :

The spiritual side of our
church was almost run down. I
found a little spark when I came
here and I began to fan it and
fsow it has grown into a gond
Lurning fire, and the people in
the city now recognize us as the
Presbyterian church and not as
“Sister (jivens’ church.” - She
wag the one who kept this little
spark ‘until I came,

We are happy to anmounce
that we had two members
" | to join us during the ‘month of

“f July. This ghows that we must

be ' about
‘Business.”

Some of them g0 to chui'ch even
before 1'do. This was true in
June, We want to keep up this
spirit 'and we are going to do it
by the help of Gd as long as 1
am here,
We have services here every
Sunday in the month. On the
second ‘and fourth Sundays we
have services twice, plus Sun-
day school. On the 1st and 3rd
Sundays we have services in the
evenings at seven-thirty-o’clock.
At 11 o'clock on these Sundays
I am usually in Pineviile.
Serving the Community
Not ouly am I working with
oy church here, but I am also
working in *he commurily be-
cause I kmow that if our church
is going to grow, and it is grow-
ing, for we have two new mem-
bers, we must-join in and serve
the community. I am a member
of the Ministerial Alliance and
also the chairman of the pro-
gram committee, I have
preached for the A. M. E. Zion
church, and I am trying to help
in every capacity whenever 1
am called upon to do so.
The Pineville
On this field we have preach-
ing twice a month. I was hop-
ing to arrange to have it here
every Sunday but the people do
not want service but twice, This
‘s what they told me. On ac-f
count of this I am now giving
them two Sundays a month.
The spiritual side of the church
iz very encouraging. The peo
ple really have the Spirit of
Christ in their hearts, and are
willing to do what they can to
make the work go. .
' The Sunday School

The Suniay school was
down on this field. Since T have
been here we have reorganized
our Sunday school and are try-
ing to enlarge it. We have on a
campaign with the slogan: “Let
Everybody Bring Some One.”
This plan eeems to be workifg
all right. We had thrée new pu-
nils out to Sunday school En
Sunday, August 5th. We hope
:!o build up's good Sunday achoo}

ere.
A Calldidute for the Ministry
One thing that I am proud of

nur “Father s

i« a live wire in our church. |

(Continued o page 4)




