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1 ‘F“k to you to-night, asa No'rth ('at;olp
pian, upon = subject of great intertst to
North Usrolina and her whole people, of all

rties and eulors—whether native born or
adopted citizens, I speak to you, metas a
mere party inan, for a party platform, or a
party purpose, but in defence of a good plan |
of government now unjustly and uareasona-
bly assniled. 1 speak in -lelgmee.of a Conkti-
tution instiset  with the vital ideas of the
maost sagacious of American statesméll ; one
whose political 9p¢-culauunsﬂfar in advance
of his time—have been more generally real-
ised and put in practive in our day than those
of any other political writer or statesman of
the past. [is opinions. and the sound doe-
trines which he advocated lhroughuut a l?ng
life, with, perhaps, ouly a single exeeplion,

h
'q
 character. No evil has resul
clectivh of these officers 10 the people, and erriain-
ly no corruption of the people, nor of the wuificers,
has been the consequence ; and it certainly is.not
:ln‘:uu'l:dn o{ mn%l:ddlﬂ!culty

cu with a Judge during fe. if, -] i
SRt of all precantions, e Serls waariowastyl| - Or VU ot
he elected.

iu1+r
I
Peuce is universally admitted o be worse than a
farce,

are now incorporated into the fundamental

1
law of almost every one of the greal comman- |
ities comprising this
nation, 1lurl back
teeth of your advers:
that the present Cons

% revalution and the vicious effort of corrupt
and incompetent scalawags and carpetbaggers
o impose an odiou
govermment upon the peopl
fina. It is no such thing.

stitution as Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia,
labored to esiablish in his native State, during
a Jong and useful life. It ix more than that;
it is, in the prinecipal particulars, wheremn it
differs from the old Constitution of this State,
an embodiment of the ideas of needful re-
forms in that old Constitution, and the jlll‘i»
cial establishment and county government
organizu| and existing amder it, which were
nften prnpnm:' el llrg'(-ol h)' the I‘l‘.]N‘l.‘m.'lll,:t-
tive men of the
arties hefore the woar,
all the distinet and pronounced views of the

the impuutiun in the

uid democratic party when that party name | imessage,
and not mere | wonld allow, the voice of the democeraie

n-pﬂ-:wmml great. principles
vrranized o) -|ur~.-iliuu to the government.

' Mr. Jefferson, in a-letter written in 1816,
in réspouse to & request for an expression of
his views as to. what
made in the then Constitution of Vitginia,

powerful and prosperous |

s and 1l Htl.‘l]lu‘(l form Uf'
e of North Caro- | people; they impose taxes much more heavy than
It is such a Con- | those imposed by the Legislatare, * #

wies when it is charged |
titution is the spawn of | well known th.t many o

ﬁml;no_d—l-nuﬂmhmldi o
noting would not venced fear
cintion o ¢ )

been M
tc operate so well, that it it mach
whether it will not in.time be ndopt

limited
our laws, but who is limited to a 8
which his power is laid down at the feet
from whom be received it; and
whether they will again place him

been
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denom -
t of purty men. )
in many States of the Un

Others, too, think they ought to hold
period. There is no other

Jet
upon the manner in which pr:i-
d:uiuh rged. lan“d 1y of these are
est character and importan d 1 -
l‘ﬁ:n‘ ih the incumbent purilm‘u:::i I::lm‘ {y ':f
from ng the

in
in

2

whether we should

unfortnnately
n no other Instance is such & curse
wed. Can any other be ter ?

e present mode of appointing Justices of the

A certain evening is set apart for the pur-
., and the members from the d nt counties

and in the names of those they desire 10 have a

vinted and they are rend at the Clerk's table,

g'uhmly hears their names or cares 1o hear  then
1t is understood o be the senson for
one of thuse customs of our Legislature, long known
and recognised, and never departed from. They
Lare frequently selected by the member of the Legis. |

is

lature for the influence which each cabp gxert at
home in some partcular neighborhood. And it is
those appointed are
wholly enfit for the proper performance of the du-
ties entrusted to them, And some of these duties

ties. They enjoy and exercise the right to.tax the

t * There
is noamendment 1o the Constitation more impe-
riously demanded for the public good than this
If they tax the people, onght not the people to
elect thea: ™

The rea tionary party of North Cayolina
say not. The Republican party has put into
successful operation the present plan of State
government in exact conformity to the wish-
es expressed by the gentlemen who pablished
the Western Address.  Where is the “novel
ty”  or “deformity™ therefore, in a, system

oll Whig and Democratic | proposed twenty years ago by a number of
It especially realizes | able, nutive-born sons of North Carolina.
But further, Gov. Reid in his inaugural |

speaking ns much’ as his position
party which clected him upon what was then
considered a very advanced idea in | North
Carolina—the extension of the right of suf-

changes ought to be | frage to every citizen, withent regard to

propefty qualification, said, “The election of

which nt that time was prety much what our | Judges and Justices of the Peace by the peo-

Uonstitution was lelo
Iprmq_-;:u one, sums up the wholz matter thus:
15t —A seneral suflragse.
_ 2d.—Equal r‘-lou-m-nl;uiuu in the I.t'gis‘l:l-
Iature.
ad.— An Executive chosen by the people.
$th.—Juwdgeés elective or unmovable:

Sth.—Justives, jurors and sheriffs elective. | dressiin 1851, a pretty generally esta

gth.— Wil oJdnn 151008,

‘cumnwu-l to the favorable cousideration of |

l

the adoption of the | ple, and for 1évins less than for life, are yhes.

tions of Constitutional Reform which [re

* * =% L

the General Assembly.”

It is useless here to follow the histofy of
this question further. There was frow the
period of the publication of the Wesiern Ad-
blshed

wish among the people often) expressél, |in

#th. —Periodical amendments toithe Con- | various ways by the platforms and neNspa-

stitution,

It noeeds lmlhiuf_:
ence to the appropriate titles in our L onstitu-
tion o sce how 1‘u|up|rll-'|_\' it fultils the po-
litieal aspirations of Alr. Jefferson and those
prent men, his disciples, w ho afterwards in-
fused these prisfiples into the great and
wrowing West,  They stamd this day the rule
wi Government of those States streatching

in fmperial majesty aned power from the banks

of the Ohio to the
rifie, an everlasting monument to the wisdom
uwf the great man who first sugwzested them,

per presses of both political parties . and by

more than 2 bare refer- | decisive votes i the Legishitures | of bath

parties, for electing Judwes and  Justigs of
the Peace by the l"“"-’..l‘i" for a term of years,
instead of appoiuting those officers by the
Legislaiure tor life. The Whig aud [Demno-
crati¢ parties differed and divided abpat the
manner of accomplishing | the hdessary
changes of the Constitution bring sbout a
result which both seemed to desire.  The de-

volden shores of the Pa- | mocracy rested at the commencement of the

| war apon the priuciple of making all consti-

amd whose labors first gave them llr;lcl‘lt:uh'

vffect.
The reactionary party of North Carolina;
a party of very miscellaneons sentiments ; of
InCongruons material, and unsettied purposes
announced in an official form a few days ago
wyer the signature of une hundred and five
of its most prominent representative men,

Nn- fll"nl il'l_'_f .
This Constitution has overturned our ancient ju-
ticial system, once the pride of the Stale, and hus
introduced in its stend u wovel one so full -of de-
formitics that it his beoome o byword of reproach
and contempt. The okl method of practice and
proceeding in the courts bas been abolished, nnd
a onde of procedure substituted, so iH-digested,
vrude and contradictory in its provistns, that our
tiighest tribanals confess themselves unable fully
to understand it or o admivister it, cxecpt by jodi-
tial legislation. The entorcement of rights and
the redress of wrongs have to be sought by such
tortucus and expensive channels that it is often
thenper (0 submit 1o injustice than sévk a rewme-
. dy through the courls
eannot be repealed or essenti
Legislature; for cither this or some
bed by the Constitation, A Con veution nlone

can rid us of this incubus and nuisance.  The num-
ber of judicial districts is too great, entailing nsuch
useless expense.  Many uther Tenturcs of the pres-
bnt system ume incunsistent with purity, cfliciency
and chespness in the administrution of justice,
which is ane of the prime objects of all goud gov-
erament. The people have, by exjpx rience,
made so sensible of the

jem that we will not dwell longer upon lin-suhjc_cl. day In each wonth.
A reform is absolutely necessary o prevent our ju- | colsysiein of County and Supi

Qiciary from falling into geserl contempl”
With such a solemn, deliberate ofticial

laration, proceeding from the Fiqhest authori-
ty competent to declare the v /8 and nten-
s of a party, we infer,

|
|
k

The Cuode of l’mux:dun:l
uly changed by the |
thing like it is | o reform it and expiessed the own and the

: e, been | permitted W remain only forpaposes of P
evils of thus judicial sys- | and Coulity Pulice, with a sessig of but s qinglu

dee- | perior Lowrt beld by Jugges )

on
“nm the party of reaction intend to destroy |

the jadicial extablishment provided by the
wesent Comstitation. 2. That they iutend
o aet up in its place the old plan of County
Uoarts, Saperior Courts of Law and Equity,
and to reduce the number of Judges iu the
Btate. How will all this subversion and sab-
stitution of systems promote the welfare of
wple?  How  does it correspond with

the demand of the people of the State made
fmany years ago to establith the present?
Mow does it agrec with the views of many
Intelligent men of a former generation who
* did not regard “our uncieut judicial system”
as the “pride of the State,” but on the con-
trary, denouncad ity and twenty years ago,
nearly all of them being lawyers funiliar with
the evils against which they inveighed, de-
claped that the “ancicut system’ ought to be
tipset. That =ystem now sought o be re-
vived and re-established by the re-actionary
pasty had as its cssential feawure, especially
lli*i.’aglli!hin: it i
elption of Judges

Al

aod no constitutional restramnt of their power
to tax the Pvﬂ'-lt’.

On this sdbject the W estern Address, pro- | with ability]
ted in 1851, by gentlemen of great | latare by Gen. Rufus Barringer then of Ca-

ability in the Whig party, among the nuwber | burrus, and failed by the
the late John Gray Byvum, (the author of it) | fluence of the County Magistracy; who bo

I

he present system, | lgoms iu families,
8 Magistrates by the | gaits through successivy ge
],@g“latnrv, for hite, with no restrictions as | with costs far e;mjhg

to the number of Magistrates in each county, | yriginal subject of contest.”

|

tutiotal changes by legislative enactient, by
which means they had procured for lhe peo-
ple free suffrage in 1856. The Wh

l{g pretiy
| generally advocated the plan of miking all |
| changes in the Coustitution by a Cawention, |

The people of the State in 1856, 5§/ and '60
decided 1n favor of the plan of Lgislative
enactinent and endorsed the view vhich the
Demoeratic party formerly took | sad which
the Republican party now takes of this same
watter. Let it rest as decided, anl give the
systein which we have, a fair trial biefore we
undertake to return to the old ordd: of things,
the evils and inconveniences of which are so
vividly delineated in the Westep) Address :

But in another point of view, besides the
pringiple of popular elections aid limited
terms tor judicial officers our “meient judi-
cial system” does not seem to ke estitled to
the high encomium implhed by gyling it once
the “pride of the State.” Twety-five years
ago and frequently afterwards the leading
men of the dtate declared it tobe important

dissatisfsction of the people with it. For
instance Gouv. Grabam, in his nessage deliv-
ered to the General Assemblyin 1846 says:

1t is commended o your enguiry whether all
jurisdiction of pleasin the Couny Courts may not
be with advantwge abolished, uI: those Courts be
robnate

By substitnting for the pres-
ior Courts, | with
only of thp Su-

in the law, an
arrupgement would be introduesd fur Jéss expen-
sive W e public, und the parths in legnl contro-
versivs, while grester despatth: and ‘evrreciness

six terus in the year, three ter

necessarily, Ist. | would be stisined iv the admigstrution of the aw,

such a chunge would regure some addition w
the present nnwber of Judgs 10 whbim saluries
musl needs be paid, but this Id be -imconsidera-
ble compured W the puymentyuow wade o Jurors
und Justices atlending four Courts a yeur in the
vurious countics, 1o say nothijg of the tine red
to ull concerned, and the lessuccumulation of costs
un the lusing purties from geater expuedition in the
termination of causes. It ml law suits could be

| ended in une, or at wost, twyyeurs from their com-

mencement, instend of Leing, as they often are,
transmitfed from fatber to pif, Jouded with onsts
{ur exceeding the value of [be original subject of
contest, it wuuld be u reford of the greatest unpor-
lapoe. * |

I undertake to say ths substantially, such
a retormation has been lecomplished by the
provisions of the Cdustiugion. Yet the party
of Tewtion will not evenfollow the enlighten-
ed views of their great jeader so forcibly ex-
pressed twenty-five yeds ago in the infancy
of law reform. They yant to go back and
revive a system explodel and abandoned long
ago, almost everywherd one of the inevitable
consequences of whicll is to euntdil, as heir
ruinos and vexatious law
perations “loaded
the value of the
Will the peo-

do it?

This idea of Gov, Graham’s was pressed
and zeal tfterwards in the Legis-

interference and in-

1de

John A. Gilmet, J. M. Leach, J. Ii. Haugh- | jug office for life, dil not wish 10 give up 2

ton, N. W. Woudfin, and T. G Walton, says: | position which they were notoriously

“Many of our cstizens are greatly opposed w the
election of Judges by the legiskature, as required
by the Constitution. It cannot be disguieed that
vur own Legislature has in
the scene of intrigues entirely
Ilens ot the purity of the Bench; snd in which
It was shown that neither character nor Quali
wons werp made the tesis of fitness for

simply party services. Legisiatures are
bes, usaally elected itical part ounds,
and \hat oo fmm':muw nunn}::jt ﬁe best

interests of the peo : .
Under these circumstances many beliove that
people would be the safest i of

the

puwer, Tlhe opporiuaity and facility for corrup- |
q
o il n
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many instances been | COusequence.
Iv st war with our | @3

l
1

this Ml

neom

petent to fill, but which they would net sar-
render as it was attended with sepic locul
Other gentlemen, at «dilferond

mes, afteawards made the same proj i LLOM
bor of

L4

voupled with one to increase the ntin

na;le o ten. It failed always from the/
bod- | same canse—hostility of - the local, life tenure

mtrncy. In fact*as they very much con-
! elections in their several counties they
sxercised a very great and oftentimes a veiy
Pervicious influenve over the general Legis)
wu of the State. :
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e | imgin point of sttack upon the present judi-

1

1
|

LE, N

ASHEVIL

“'The wultitede of useless officers main-
tained at a great mml nnnecesssry cost is the

cial system, How is this? How many
Judges are required by the wants of the
people of North Carolina for the prompt and
 wonvenient dispatch of their business—eon-
sidering the ¢xteut of territory and the popa-
Jation of she State, and how -much is it fair

tthe people to pay thew for their services ?
more correct estimate of what is right in

| thix matter will appear from a eomparison, of
| the area, popuintion, nmnber of judges, sala-
ries of cach, and of the whole in each State,
in the Siaws of Virginia, Tengessece and
Georgia, States coutigious to our Northern,
‘and Western and thern borders and
At the commencement. of
the war, the time at which I propose Lo no-
tice the nunber and expense of the judicial
estalilishment in each of those States, North
Carolina was, in size and pojulation about
an avetage of them—Virginia having been
since that time divided. The general surface
Lof 1he fonr Stues was in mauy respects simi-
lar.  Their people were in all the daily
babits aud wantx of life very much alike.

In 1861 Virginia Bad a territorial area of
61,852 wquare miles, a population of 1,603,
19, sk twenty-kix Judges, five on the bengh
of the Suprgm » Court of Appeals, each at a
salary of §3,000 per annum.  Twenty-one
Circuit Judges, twenty at a salary of '$2-

|
'
|

are of the highest importance to their sevetal coun- fe00 ¢adh, and one at noxalary of 1,500, elect-

bed by the people for cighy yenms. The ag-
gregate eost of theie jugliciary was, at the
time weutionel, $56.500,

Tounessee, i the smue year, had [ twenty-
fi oy . : b
four Judges,  Three on the Sapreme Conrt
[l it sadarics of %2300 ench, six Chancery
{Jmilges end tifteen Cirenit Judges nt salavies
L %2000 ecach—aggregate cost of Judiciary
|#54,800. Area 44,000 square miles ; popu-
lation 1,146,640. Georgia had an area of
!’55.000 square miles,’ a population of 1,082,-
797, and nineteen Judges., Three on the Sa-
preme Court bench at §3,500 eaeh, and fix-
teen on the Circnit Court - bench | at $2,500
ach—aggregate cost of judiciary $50,500.

1 d
i

North Carolina Las an area estimated at 45,
' 000 square miles (much below what it really
|ix, a8 competent persons have stated)—and
lin 1860 a population of 1,008,342, Under
'll-lw preseut  Comstitution she has seventeen
Judges, five on the Supreme and twelve on
the Circuit Court Bench, at an annual salary
of 82,500 each. Aggregate eost $42,500.
| At the date ahove mentioned, in Tennessec,
| all the judges were elected by the people for
a term of years, In Georgia the Supreme
Court Judges were elected by the Legisla-
t
Iple; all for a term of years. Laye unot
!lw:n-d thut any of those great States touch-
| ing our territory on three sides have changed
1 their plan of selecting Judgex. | L
Tuke these eéstim:ttes as corvect, And they
disclose no extravagance in the number, pay,
or aggregate cost of our Judiciary, as com-
pared with our neighbors; on the contrary,
we are in a marked degree liclow the aver
of nnmbers and expense in the way of Judges
in those States before the war. The zbove
statement further establishes the existence of
the principle of a Judiciary elective by the
people for a térm of years ia three of the
greatest States of the South, under the con-
trol of their native born sons, and before the
vocabulary of our !mngufee had been en-
riched by the inventive genins of partisan

s

| mellittuous appellations as scallawags, carpet-
baggers, and brindle-tail democracy.

It is said that under the present system we

have some bad and some incompetent men in

adopted unsuited to the wisues and habits of
the people, and that a nultitude of uscless
oficers contribute largely to the burdens of
the people.

That there may be bad or meonpetent men
in judieial station furnishes no argument
against electing Judges by the people, nor in
favor of going back to the old plan. The
advantages of the present over our former
mode of election are welk displayed in the
extracts [ have read from the Western Ad-
dress.  What was true then of the prevalent
intrigues and combinations, in the Legislature
of that day, no oue will deny might have
beea so in the Legislature of 1868 and '69.
Now if that hody had exercised the function
of thoosing Judges, no one will suppose they
would have dune as well as the people did in
the spring of 1888. I certainly do not think
so. Some improper selections were to have
been expected, as inevitable accidents of the
Lmes. :

Such miffakes have been made bufore in
this State, in times of couyulsion and change
in politics.  Thus, at the period of the over-
throw of theold Federal party in this State,
and the rise of the Repnblican or Democratic
party of that dzy, after the war of 1812, sev-
eral incompetent persons were elevated to the
bench. The bar of the State was then mainly
composed of Federalists—politics ran high
and party fecling was bitter.  Gentlemen of
ability amorg the Federalists were excluded
from office on acconnt of their politics, and
incompetent men on the other side were put
in ; yet no proposition was nade tocall a Con-
vention to remedy this evil, and to put the
Federalists into office, nor was there any ap-
pearance of 8 noncerted movement to bring
the whole judiciary system of the Btate into
contempt for party purposes. Again: pre-
vious o the adoption of the present Constitu-
tion, in Governor -Worth's administration,
Judges were selected, by him, unfit to occupy
the positien. The excuse in all these instances
iis, a want of material in the ranks of the
| party in power, at the time, of the right kind,
| 10 make public officers of. It is something

' which canngt well be avoided at tines, under
| '

| an system. .
- ie election of Judges by the people, for
| the first time, whea everything was stll re:

the clang of ars, is more re:
_markable for the general good gelections
' made than dtherwise. Several of the Judges
| receive nominations both parties; so
eagrer were botht sides to _have the prestige
of tre names of longstried and faithful pablic
servants on their respective tickets. They
ran without oppasition ; and a thing never
witnessed im North Carolina before, these
candidates roceived an undivided vote of the
whole penple of all parties in the State.

If the Legslature bad then bad the choice
of Jud<==_ or if they had it now, is it fair to
Jiat their action would be as free

| soanding with

ure, the Cirenit Court Judges by the peo- |

age |

writers aud speakers with such choice and |

office; that a Code of Procedure has been |

5. F Ehey (1) TaT=1rd TR TR M i §EE =1
al the objections made against.it, is not the
Constitntion. It is an ondinary act of the

Leginlatare ; it can be medafied, amended;
suspended or repealed out and out by the
present Legislature. It hrn.el? fllodiﬁal,
amended and parts of it repealed lover and
over again by the Legisature. The opera-
tion of onie of its most important provisions
has been suspended by the present Legisla-
ture for two years and the act suspending it
published in tite same newspaper, w ich con-
tains the address of the oug hundred and five,
. The Constitution pm% s Commission
to report a Code to the slature. There
is nothing in it which.gom the Legisla-
ture to adopt whateret fis mmission
mny report. They mny adopt it i whole or
in part, or they may rejectthe whole or
part, and so they bave dewe from time to

to them. 1f the grievinee of the Code is in-
tolerable, the Legislature onght to change it
and they can change it, They are responsi-
ble for net changing i4 if itis the full mens:
ure of avil which they m it 1o be,
But even the first Code l;m:‘wrfmﬁ
as it may have heen, and a8 often as_ it had
to be, on that acconnt, ameuded by th> Leg-
lature, contained salutary and; wise, yeforms
which may be included, m the grand sweep
of dennuciation, indulged in hy the ope hun-
dred and five.  Those reforms haye  been
'adopted and tried in Englaed and in many
Lof the States of this 1 ation for a number of
years past, aud they ouly a fair trial to
'show that they had better e voutinued here.
North Carolina, as emnpared | with other
States aronnd her, has beey niggardly rather
than profuse in her expundjture of money for
a moderate number of Judges to/dispatch the
business of the people. Iaw otherwise then,
has the number of officers or the expense
thereof necessary for the due administration
of Justice been increased, as* compared with
the old Connty Cgurt system now urged up-
an the people ? Ipstead of muliiplying the
officers counected 'with the Courts, the pre-
sent system diminishes the number of them,
and therefore lessens the gomparative cost of
legal proceedings. The éonstitution, in fact,
consolidates instead of multiplying offices as
some plain examples willshow. ' The present
Superior Court Clerks do all the busincss
formerly done by thesinenmnbent of that oflice
and the clerks and mesters in equity and
| much that was doue by the Clerks of the
| County Courts. Two dficers in each eounty
lare thus dispensed with. 'In each of the
'nivety counties of the State, there would
‘have been formerly, under the old County
’cuurt. systemn; a countygolicitor, These are
now dispensed with and the duties of these
ninety officers devolve upon ahd are dis-
charged now by twelve Solicitors for the
| whole State. It is themefore plain that there
|are now three officers less in every county
| of the State than there were under the -old
| system—a dimination in the number of offi-
cers for the whole State of two hundred and
| seventy. Not to mention other items of ex-
penditure saved fo every county by lessening
| the number of officers nece
|on the adwministration of justice under the
old system, the extra allowance alone, usually
| voted by the old bench of Magistrates, to the
County and Superior Court Clerks and the
County Selicitors, was very great. It was
upon an average, throughout the State, one
hundred dollars to each of these officers.
Take it one hundred dollars for each of the
ninety county Solicitors and county court
clerks, and it makes the sum ‘of $18,000—
three thousand dollars more than the cost of
the mereased nvnber of Judges on the Supe-
rior and Supreme Couit bench. A system
‘which decapitates near three hundred office
holders, which diminishes the county expend-
iture, for their majutenance, by so large a
sum as $18,000 annually, is not justly charge-
able with multiplying useless offices at ex-
| travagant rates of compensation. Is it bet-
ter for the convenience of the people; is it
less expensive to have four more Judges than
we bad at the commencement of the war, at
an additional cost of $10,000 than to reduce
the number of Judges, revive the old county
courts, with their one hundred and eighty
additional clerks and Solicitors, at an ex-
pense (now saved) of $18,000, $3,000 more
than six additional Judges now cost ? *
Inconsiderate and hasty statements, as 1o
the plan of county government and its ex-
peuse, have been also very freely made. Up-
on examination they cannot be sustained.
The present is not necessarily more expen-
sive than the old plan, and if it has been
improperly made so the whole matter is in
the hands of the Legislature and they may
change it, in this respect, at their will. It is
difficult to obtain any reliable data to found
| an estimate of the probable necessary county
expenditure under the present system. I am
couvinced that it has been greatly exaggerat
ed, and that exceptional instances of wasteful
aud profligate exuratagance in the expendi-
ture of county funds, unaathorized by the
Constitution have béen seized upon to intlame
the public mind and to furnish an argumeut
against the plan of gounty goverument there-
in provided for. ~We know, however, what
the amount of taxes was in 1860, levied and
collected for county purposes by a life tenure”
| County Court, inrespousible to and independ-
ent of the people. It reached the enormous
sam of $564,000—one hundred and sixty-four
thousand dollars more than the double of the
cost of the whole State goyernment in all its]
branches, legislative, judicial and executive,
about the same time. We know that the
offices of Clerks and Masters, County Court
Clerks, County, Solicitors, Wardens of the
Po.r, &ec., are all abolished. We know,
therefore, that there are now in North Caro-
| lina fewer officers connected with the Courts
| of the several cornties than there ever were.
Until I can be satisfied by reliable facts that
it is otherwise, 1 cannot be made to believe
that a system which consolidates offices and
thus diminisfies the number of officers will
necessarily increasq county - expeuditures.
Certainly I do not believe that with any rea-
sonable arrangement which the Legislatare
ought to make that the aggregate county tax, |
“for the necessary expenses thereof,” will
ever; under the plan, touch $564,0001
1 A great part of the present tax, as every oneé
knows, is on scooust of the special and very
often unwise legishtion of this and former
General Assemblies; and for the paymeut o
old debts improvidently contracted before the
war, and badly managed by the old ‘county
aathorities, the burden and oppession of which
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W eekly Pion err.

afterwards of township authorities, The
langnage, 1t seems to e, is very plain. . “It
shall be the duty of the commissioners to ex-

ercise a general supervison and control of the
penal and charitable institutions, schools,roads
and bridges,

the county, as may be by lare” A
Clerk and two Justices of the Peace in each
Township are provided for, “who -shall con-
stitute a Board of Trustees, and shall, under
the supervision of the County Commission-
ers, have control of the taxes and finances,
roads and bridges of the Township as be
ribed by law.” 1t is to be

that there is a difference in the langu
to confer authority upon the Co
ers te control the levying of taxes &e., and’
the words used in conferring authority upon
the Township Trustees. The latter it sevms
“under the supervision of the Comitiission-
ers,” and “as may be prescribed by law"”
have “control” of the taxes in their Town-
ships ;
“levying” the taxes “as may be preseribed
by law.” ,

“Ar may be preseribgd by law” confers
thie power and imposes the duty upon the

e to '

used

sitbject to - the Legislature,
Trustees ave “under” the Commissioners. The
practice of this and of former Legislatures
has been to exercise its constitational right to
regulate the government of counties just as

most every part ot our Constitution this plan
of county government has been greatly mis-
understpod ; and without investigation, or it
would seem without-even reading the Consti-
tation, and therefore with no properly direct-
ed effort to reform ‘abuses, popular clamor
and indignation have been levelled against it
and the people have been worked up to an
unreasonable state of dissatisfaction with a
svstem " which they have not fairly tried.

aking counsel of their fears, others may do
as they please and yield to the blast of party
fury which assails this part of the Constitn
tion. I shall do nothing of the kind until the
matter is fairly tried ; fairly discussed, and
fairly comdemmed by the people; for I be-
lieve, iu time, this plan of county government
will be fully realized to be the yery best for
the people of the State, if the people are to
have hereafter any government dependent
upon popular will and popular eontrol.

It is neither a novelty nor an untried ex-
periment. It has been practiced in many
other states for years. The establishment of
a distinet anthority, elected for a short term
by the people, to manage county affairs, es-
pecially revenue.and taxes, separate from any
anthority exercising judicial powers, which
is the main idea of our plan of county gov-
ernment, is no new proposition in North Car-
olina. In 1854 Col. Charles Fisher, of Rowan,
a thoughtful, able and pure man, at an early
day in the session, in the Senate, by a carefull
prepared bill proposed to establish in each
county a “council of slectmen.” They were
to be clected by the people in each school
dictrict every vear—they had the control of
the revenue and the management of the gen-
eral business of the county. 'The object be-
ing, as the bill declares, “to separate local
from judicial business and to place them in
different hands” This is the principle of our
county government, as before observed. Ap-
ply the recommendations of Governor Gra-
ham in 1846, and those of Col. Fisher in 1854,
to the old County Court system, and what
remains of it ? - Their ideas are incorporated
into our fandamental law, which proceeds on-
ly one step further, to wholly abolish the
County Court system by transferring its ju-
risdiction as a Court of Probate to the Judge
of Probate created by the Constitution.

The plan suggested by Col. Fisher was in
gractic‘e, I believe, substantially at l€ast, in

irginia in 1860. It was a favorite scheme
of Mr Jefferson; but wasa long time taking
hold in his native State. They had a vicious
system of County Courts there, as we h
here. The system stood there as -it did
here, obstinately opposed to a reform, whieh
Mr. Jefferson advoeated in 1816, in these
words :

*The orga

nization of our county administration
'may be more difficult, But follow . principles and
the knot unties itself. Divide the counties into
'wards of such size so that every citizen can attend
when called on and act in person. _Ascribe to them
the government of their wardsinall things relating
to themselves exclusively. A Justice chosen b
themselves, in each, a military compuny, 8 patrol,
a school, the care of their own poor, theirown por-
tion of the public funds, the choicé of one or more
'jurors, and the deliverr within their own wards of
theii own votes for all elective officers of higher
sphere, will relieve the countly administration of
nearly all its business, will have it better donet
and by niaking every citizen an active member O
the government, and in the offices nearest and most
interesting to him. will attach him by his strongest
feelings to the independence of his country an its
republican constitution. * * * These watds,
called townships in New England, are the vital
principles of their goversment and have proved
theniselves the wisest invention ever devised hy'the
wit of man, for the perfect exercise of self-govern-
ment and for its preservation. ¥e should thus
warshal our government into, 1. The general feger-
al republic for all concerns foreign ‘and federal.
9 That of the State for ‘what relates Yo our own
citizens exclusively. 8. County repablics, for the
duties and concerns of the cotinties. 4. The ward
republics for the small, and yet numerous and
interesting coneerns of the meighborhood; ard in
{pvemmem. as well as in every other business of
ife, it is by division and subdivision of duty alo
that all mutters, great and small, can be mnnﬁ
to perfection; and the whole is cemented by giving
to every citizen, personally, a part in the adminis-
tration of public affairs.”

I have submitted to you very frankly my
views upon the interesting topics now under-
going diseussion before the people. It is im-
portant that this Constitution should be thor-
oughly nnderstood before the people diseard’
or change it. It has been greatly misrepre-

it
sented sud misunderstood by both parties, i
seems to me.

There were, there can be no
question of it, some bad men connected with
the framing of the Constitation. Some bad
men, no'doubt, took office under it, but when
I rise from a perusal of the instrument itsel
I cannot understand how any but and
wise men, equal to the exigencies of the time,
had anything to dv with it. Bat the facts are
otherwise—there were  charlatans, imbevils,
corrupt and bad men in positions of infl

|

uence
in the State at the time this Constitution was
framed and adopted. They sowed the seeds
of demorulization and financial ruin broad-

§ | cast over the land and the people are reaping

the sorrowful harvest thérgfrom. How this
Constitution eéscaped the contamination of
their touch—how the wise and nseful regula-
tions restraining undue extravaganoe, yeb be-

ate the county govern- |
ments of the State, ' The Commissioners arve  promise the public debt? < Why mot bry fest,
the Township | and then ifthe tnial fails call upon the peo-
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fair compromise.  Judging from the expert

| compromised with the
ranging from five to fifry

was, the
trary, notwithstanding. A case o

disputed.

of - conscience ? I think not. It is merely
a casé of Constitutional construction and
of common sense. *Approprinte legisla-
tion” and “adequate taxnt’:m nre one thing

timed
ing rule. Circumstamces mast control ayd
determine what it is right to do, and the
circumstances of onr present sitnation do not
show that the Legislature ought, at all éventa,
u}aon a Constitutional guibble, to unpose a tax
of $2,500,000 on the peopleand justify them,
perhaps,in armed resistance to the laws, or
plunge them in irretrievable ruin. Thede
gentlemen are in & sort of torial state—
neither in the perfect bliss of beaven,
with a conscience yoid of offensa; nor com-
pletely n the tortares of an outraged moral
sense ; in that condition, very aptly express-
ed, to doubt isto be daamned. Buta remedy
for their relief is saggested by themselves
and is ready at hand, to be applied if they
wish it. The Constitution provides two
modes of amendment—oue by a Convention,
the other by the action of the Legislature at
twwo Nuccessive sessions thereof, and the final
ratitication of such action by, a popular vote.
Such was the mode by which free suffrige
was incorporated into the Constitntion be-
fore the war, These distinguished gentle-
men say: “If steps be taken tawards ithe
accomplishment of these things, we can and
will delay any action in the premises antil
after the Convention has perfected ‘its task,
But if the people themselves refuse to gall a
Convention, and to amend the Constitution by
striking out the aforesaid provision, how can
we ayoid interpreting their action to umean
that we must proceed to execute that pre-
vision, and levy upon them a tax too gievi-
ous to be borne?” * *

There is, 1 believe, a bill now pending in
the Legidlatare to amend this very provision
of the Constitution by the. mode just men-
tioned—Legislative Enactment. let it be

by the requisite ‘gonstitntional ma-
lief prayed for will be ob-
tained ; for comstitutiomnl “stepis”  having
been taken in a constitutional way for the
accomplishment of these things,the bigh signa-
tories to the legislative address will be hound
by the principles of the addresg, anil \:ﬂll: de-
lay any fAction mn the premises “antil after
the legislative enacoment of a vhange in the
Constitution “has perfected its tasks”  The
case is really not so hard as some of these
sensative. gentlemen imagine,  Eseape is
easy if they will fly in time. Thé reinedy ‘is
am%a and in theit own hands. The people of
both parties are no doubt-greatly couwcetned
to velieve their able, and 'dwtinguished rep-
resentatives from a “dilemma” which was npt
 forseen By'them when they were candidates
for their present positions. Otherywise they
'might have saggested, perhaps urged n {on-
vention atthat time. Kverybodyis rolieved
though, how, by thesimple specify prescribod
by the Coustitution. e Constitation is in
the course of .a change of the section most
objected to. Upon the argument  of the
majority to whose addross 1 dircet your at-
tention, as ‘the anthoritive cxposition of 2
party creed, who shall sa that they, at !nrq.st,
are not alveady justified in delaying *“‘action
in the premines" antil the Legi Inturé. “has
perfected its 1ask” of ameriding 'the Consti.
tution ?* - Tet them#deane from troubling,”
and let the weary people be at rest. L vd”
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"This is one of lh::Grinly P;tpen" Bfilk"' .
“Overland Monthly ;” “How very Mtqf’ﬁz'
méeet a man or a wontn with a face.  There
is great plenty—a suporfinity—of phople with.
eyus to see the outside uf a mill-stone ;. noses,
1o languish upon a flower like a sigk butter-,
fly, or turn up at a beggnr ; mouths 10 chew,
and lie, and assent with ; cheeks to cover
tecth, and foreheads along which th Lhin e
the bupple onrl—but not a fuee ; no; ' Hoe the
faintewt suggestion of one. Theso cyes'sre
bot windows in & vacaut hall, wnfumished
with not even so much as n rug; those
have no more signifieance that & hill on »
pradrie; thess moushs nru merely thy betd
rows of ‘Welsh rabbits ;' these chiceks & blank
expense of cinvas, waiting to bepinged up-
on by an artist who has gong off o Rowpe
those forehedds are purchmént, wpostl wikeh
nothing is wristens = Sugh thiags are but the
front sides of heads; they are no faves. They
ate the visihle portion of szﬁ- w
in bread-and-butter. It is nccounted marvel.
oms that Nature has made no two faces alike.
There is no marvel here; men w Ave ma-
terial for faces shape their own e fror the
fushioa of his mind ; and as for mere coun-

tenances, Nnture can nét exmotly reprodos:
her own accidents and duplicate her biln

ders. Yoo may semd one argow after xbor
and lodge themn in the same target, ou
ﬁft

can not make two empty soap-hub

e

. Faces

awny in the same ling, vor one puft
co-smoke curl and twist like another.
- !

Good Adyice Ffom a Priend.
In an address delivered by Horave Grees
ley at the State Agricultaral Fair, Houston,
Texas, May 23, 1871, the following suntss
ments were expressed, which not only Texs
but all the South as w.ll can not m
heart too soon : “Admitting that the Sauth
has grown, and still grows, too much satton
—and I judge that three millions of .
grown in 1871 would huve netted her as.
a sum as the foar millions she av '
grow—I see wo wn{ o counteract this fen-
dency but by introducing new branches of
industry wheroof the product will also some
mand money. In vain do you e she
average plunter to grow more l-h"
make more pork; he is often in '
chooses to produce what will surely or
the money Le sorely nceds. He i sure oit
ton will do this; he is not so sare a8 o corn o
pork. Bat plant 100 catton and as many
woolen factories on the soil of our B _
making a steady cash market hm&%
and meat, for grain and vegetables,
as cotton, and mow yohr ture w il
naturally and certainly divide its forees and
diversify its products. Farmers will grow
all these, as they kuow that a sure cash markes
is ap hand. A denser population,s geaier
variety and range of ellplormtl—-dlﬂt r
pressing wants of the- entire South. Every
whoel set to tarning on & Soushonny Wity
fall, every nistinfaetory of wols or furm
implements started in any of your ditich or
villagel', in certainly ptofitable of divers ) vl
from your cotton-fickds, as naked Qg
wever will, There is hardly sn acre of 3¢':t%
ern land which would not be doubled in " 4lus
if Southern farms were mainly “sultih sein
with! Sonthern-made implements, ' Southam
‘bavks clothed in. Southern-woven fabrios, wud
Southern dwellings filled with Southery mads
farnitare and wares ; and, now that slavery
has gone out, it is high time that the asofnl
arts were steadily and rapidly coming 1"
-— . - » ]
Imprisonment for Life—Interesting Faots.
“The N. Y. World dwells wpon the fact
thiat the late praiseworthy severity of ceuris
aml juries throughoat the country,in 8Jjudy
ing murdercrs to the gullows, has w o
revewed activity the cant against al path.
id;.m‘qt. The editor then te-oﬁ ..-:L-. '
ere in something to be saith o Bk
sides of this question—much on the one ,
in the way of rhetorie, fancy, L
thos, apd sentimentality ; not
other, in the nature of figures
img up the prison statistics of
ppears that in the ten vedrs from: 185
1 otir present nfortnalion Bot coging
L below the Iatter date—there were thi m
convicts received into the ]mhiuqu_ iary wih
Jife sentences, and twelve ut them 1heree)
out. In the Ohio Petiitentinry for'the  sume
period fifty.nite life convicts’ wore Teceived
and twenty-one of thom oute du
o et e
8. 10 Ie

foruaaidy patiohs, I
ortunat slatisties Irom .
there -mf 185 life convicts rﬁ, ibhd-
ninety-six were pardoned out. " e L
words, one life vouviet in every wa.
out in Wisconsin, two inevery five
lﬁq(m and every, ﬂl-luir';h.ﬁlumww-‘ s
aversge Ume servee -
oom‘ictm onl 'lq;} }L‘:t"u, ';p'm
criminals ses*e;, 'nf:'d.‘,hy tim:' in hu
sotts eight. From this appa exkibiv iv
will be seen that 'nngi.omw'nmr lifu i wot
imprisomnent for life; that it ho‘ in the
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- Lr1y bias as the peopld’s was, or that!ecan in no just sense be attributed to the " _ . . _ . y s 1
j1al Heations of alelJtldgcs of | their ' adoption urJupemtion of the present plan of | stowing aid where it was needed and deserv-|ly upoi the, rear guard of t II' ::4:1: h“"j“:u:h;“:f;;::ﬂ:?;‘: ::;?., ol o’- -
Fohoien, professionally or otherwise would be county governmest. Bat if the county taxes, ved, could have been qlotlgb&Of oradopted at  Amastetten : ‘h‘?la‘bwr as su é:?‘zm e g all of Fhich ‘i st itor Sh{dRE th
[Le belter thun they are naw. |are onerous and oppressive, is there 1o rem-  such a season of general profigacy, dcboudl-tabont,_, vhen, being brou : g ?'Hf" rony n(: :fn’*ﬁf&' STROT T at
"3 The official manifesto, before quoted from, |edy other than walling a Counveution tolefy and ecorruption, is ome ﬁu;qon-l--ﬁh ists empl r bayonets ‘ﬂ'mmlm nient i were Imprisoimint
Jeclures the Code of Civil Procedure is a change the Coustituion of the State ? | ders of the times. Yet such wise ""'.,'-.'._4‘"3»1"' ‘whieh Instéd formeveral moments. D | _ ‘et for
“puisance,” and in the striking gand oricutal | I think there is, The Constitution estab-| and many other just, equitdble and el wuﬂnwmm o ""'T’h o ;"M detenti e
<+le of one of its most distiiguished and |lishes the office, the mode of electing, the cauons for the ous goverpment O ‘!Wﬂ*‘lwﬁ‘?’n i m'd‘r Ty o g m‘fz:- ‘::b it 2 tion for n mapdeter
| st opponents it is anathematised aud de- | tenure of office and defines the 1mwemfg1'nlt_mm‘)q¢ﬂ dl!plil'“mco'l;[ igment oh e&?bfm' i - (IRY ';Mblood. hinr:d \;heﬁ'i‘b' nojabrn §
| to be burnt on some “Wet Friday;"‘m-l duties of the County /Gotmnif.-iomrs:ﬂiﬂ!t_lmh WM“*!MM‘Y'“‘,M i (3t L ridee® :yanﬂ?.r'_ T ol ag- | § : ;m” o il Sl "L B
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