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The Law and the Testimony,
The Cofistitation of North Carolina expressly

decinres that. NO OONVENTION OF THE PEO- -

BE CALLED BY THE GENERAL
UNLESS BY THE OUNCUR-
WO THIRDS OF ALL THE MEM-

i

‘.

CE OF T .
O&t}tcﬂ HOUSE OF THE GENERAL

e - - a——
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, )
: Suereus Courr, (

To His

Raleigh, Feb, 11, 1871.
ey, Gov. CALDWELL!

&I:—"hl re v to yoaur comnanieation nf

(h“h nsL., have the bonor to sy, thi%;

the c‘ﬂ Justice, and Jnstives Rodmnn, Duk

and Settle are of opivion that the act 1o whicl

refet, ix in vivlation of the Coustitutida, |
A legs

slative power is vested iflilln' Gen-

eral Assemnblv. Jalling a C mvention is an |
act of legislation: Tt follows that no Con-

vention gan be ealled unless it be done by the
General Assembly. .

The pdople have reserved to themselves no

of

-

G.‘-.il Assembly to call a Convention in . a
saapner wot aothorized by the Constitution.
Justics Reade, for the rcason stated by |
him w heh the ﬂ’liuillu Uf the Jlliliul" WAas re- i
quested hy the General Assembly in vegard |
to the teture of office, declines to-give an
on.
Upon ‘the seeond question in regard to
eur duty, provided you believe the act fo |
ancundtitutional, the Justices do wot febl {
at libert¥ to offer an opinion,
Viry respectfully, &c
: . M. PEARSON.
Chief Justive, Supreme Court.

JUDGE GASTON AND CONVENTIOS.

Upon the question of amending the Constitution !
= the ention of 1885, .ludg&: Guston said - ;

“This was one of the most important guestions
thit had rfme before the Convention ; for. whal-
sver benefls we may have promised ourselves from
var hbors in 1he body, in laving the foundation f
of oar Camstitation on equitable and Fair principies |
If wepat it in the power Legisiutice mut-
}Ol'l‘.‘ﬁ ta apset them all. then jndecd have we

l

af bare

miled in ¥ain.  He was not only surpsiseld. bat F3 et -
filled with Fearful wppreliension. It appe s us f | Constitution; and, even on that basis, I deny
this body ;:“' g‘""'-'g"h!_'-' from une extreme *']- ' the sathoeity of vear Convention to make or
anotbher. | Beraus difficnlty has heen experiences T Ty =

! . : A . > v .
in ﬂ]nﬂl 8 Convention to siend our Constitativog, | }.I-I‘U} Nhew Or “‘lo.hhtd fon“ (If ki orn

we are del pined o lmive a perpeiniily changing
Clonstisl v What iz the I‘ﬁ-]lu;!i M ey I*I:l:li“ill{'
ed in the Weport* That 1wo succecding Legishe |
wares, by mbores majorily of volers, may alter any

purt of thetAmenidlments which may be adopted by
this Convdhiion, or say principle in the Bill of |
Rights, o raled for the scearity of onr Jives, |
" liberty nﬁ property. What renson is given for
this ing' T Aeet mutjority onght to gotera
Let mand?l be deceived by genemlities.  In what
senae ovghbrujorsties o govern ? - That the deliber-
ate will of e people ought uliimately 1o pgevail,
no e “il_t-dn"n}': bat that the f--mi-e.'-.lr_y widd of
-M’_ which wmay he produced by the cffervescence
af the mon@nl, onghl \w do what i pdenses, sel up
and put doikn Constalulsens [rown day te day—no man
can L s0 eXtravagant us lo desire.
“If nothfng mafe is needed for the purpose of
government than this brief msxim, let the najority
Rgrvern. w il becames of all var ehecks on mnsjori- |

ties? WhE have two brances in our Legislature ¥ |
Why judichl estabilisbments ¥  Why il by jury?
If we adopd this ynfeltered principle, why aay of

these estahhiments ?

“He would rather live under the most despotic |
grrvernmenton enrth, than ander an unlimited gov-
ernment of numbers  He might escape the notice
of one Tyrinht, hat there could be no escape from |
s multitndenf Tyrants

Un s subbeqoent day, Mr. Gaston, of Craven,
thought thaf the sense of the Convention had been
distinctly wioertdined. the other day when the
question wil Jiscossed, that no further obsiacle
could be thebwn in the way of L:ur}'i!l; out the
principles agreed on

But we are now met by the popilar crv, that we
are abogl o) kil the jwwer of the poople It was
mevt the Na‘r st the i = of the l""'i']'_- thint
the amendmont proprsed to limit.  The course pm
sosed was nelt an unasuasl one, 1t was recognized
in three Gamstitutions which he nad piched up on

-

df by

4

the spur of the npunent. viz: South . aroling, Al | °
batm and the United States It i 1o vnpone at cheek
en As f.'g:mfun, that of mmy not el valf of an

sendental mjorivy to disturh :he repowe o the Jueapie
reguenidy cnllang theln twgelher 1n Conpention *
earc callell o1 by every eonsideration, not o
aanction the Pricuipl:, thoat o beter natjord
Horize @ Conpentfion, if wi dn
weoptinoul Ifuetnatio: s
rae, Lhe sacted Figh. o
the power of rsing u }
the fundaméntad pui EER (S AR T
¥ can pobtido i, anbke=s the v £ sreat
Mr. G. comchuded by sayving, of the rizht of a
Aars -djvr.l.‘_‘ fo eal a4 Cenrention were revoesnized
in the ConstBution he would not give ope fig for all
e matters Wwhich the Cunvention had lwen ep-
gaged in adjhsting, sinée it asembled., lostead of
g permanént regulations, everything would be |
aflont and we shoald have a new Constitution
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| officials.

| 80 prucise against uny  such Convention as
| we have had, 28 to put the point beyond

| constderation.
| - . - - -
L eluwded by irvesistible inference.

' ventiomof the people shall be called by the
General Asserably nuless by the concarrence
of two-thirds
House of the General Assembly.”
case the regularly constituted authority of
the orfganized
initiate aun
which was no doubt, upon the sound (princi-
ple laid down in the Rbode Island case, in
order to avoid popular commations; revolu-
tions, and nncertainity as to what is the Con- | Were m
stitution.
ted are the nuf:; OMNES ll_\ whieh the Constitu

so-calledb—Convention was

Holden’s Convention might, by popular ac-
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VOL. VI
0- h-nn -al-ﬁ oht nnd"
g

od by our
when ey

nothing w0 fdo with
bave at ' lnst bad their

hnve negru suffrage.

us again—let w2 provide the organic law.”
somew hat settled.

Let aur friends of the “New Departare” turn
Wheir nitention o the changed situmtion surround.

resonrees, and they will vease to abus~ the Constite-

thn of 1868, just us they have censed to denounce

‘:.\'is’gcr Voting” and the “horrors of reconstruc.

n,
They wonld in this way soon rid us of worthless
They would see virtwe and intelligence
resume their wonted sway, and ere long, fhe coun-
try wonld once me re rejolee in plentiful barns and
hopeful homes. !
. Yours, &co., .

RUFUS BARRINGER.
i :
[From the Old Narth Siate.)

| Chief Justice Ruffin on the Mode of Calling

Convention.

Uvnder date of July the 2d, 1866, the late
Chief Justice Rufiin wrote a long letter to a
member of that body, discassing the powers
of th& Convention of 1865. We present be-

{ low all bf that part of bis letter in relstion to |
' the manner in which a Conventibn of the pen.r
| ple must be called under the Constitution of |

this State. It is clear, uneguivocal and to
the point. The eminent Chief Justice had
no doubt whatever about the revolutionary

| character: of a Convention called after the
| manner m which the present is attempted to|
| be ealled. This will he ‘slmost universally |
r : - ol
| admitted to be the very highest authority |

that can be cited on either side in the pend-
ing contest, and will, we believe, have more
weight thau any other.

We have italicised certain portions of the
letter bearing wore closely vn the gquestion
pow ubder discussion : <

“You will perceive,that T have hithorto dis-
¢ussed this subject, as depending on the

{original and nataral rights of our people, un-
| #ffected by any provision of our pre-existing

et o=, But the clause in our Consti-
ot touehing 1ts amendment, or the call for
a Convention for that purpose, is so clear and

doub or srgument, ax it séeems to me. Two
modes of amending the Constitation are pro-
vided: Oune throngh the agency of the Gen.
eral Assembiy, proposing an amendment for
ratifiation l:_\' a vote of the ]K‘nli]t', which
need not be considered here ; the other,by a
Convéntion called in a mavner prescribed jn
the Constitution, which is the matter now for
It is abrious that, in pre-
scribing these two, all other wmodes are ex-
In respect
to a Convention, the words are, “No Con

the members of each !

In either

of all

government is requirved to)|

alteration of the government,

If, theng the two modes designa-

ton calr be altered, it is clear that this last—
not a Constitu-
ional Convention, and therefure its acts are
'”“l‘{.

Yiclding then, that Mr. Johnson's and Mr. |

juiescence, adopt for us the measares de-
naivded by them, yvet it had no existence as a

Convention of Lhe |lm;|ale of Nflflll L‘ll!“ulin:l

nder the Constitution, and eould not, there-
that iosteament in any of these

nts which afieet our internal organization
= a aistioet Repablican State; for example,

188 {53

the basis of Iv].‘i'\---vulaliuh, the qll‘lliiic:lllullﬂ

i the Representatives, and of voters; the
armber sunl jurisdiction of Conrts; the ap-|
wintment of the Judgees thereof § the tenure

f their oftice, snd that of the execntive, or| *

he like. No disquisition can render these

m“‘ﬂ'—* ———

Jate |

is mot the fanit of the Consti-
maialy the resuit of the course pufsn-
kading men in the elections of 1807-8,
ndvised 1he whites to stand alonf, and |

openud, and they pow
came with their *“New rtore," and -ny.n"lr:;t

ut uf-
ter Lthe sad experience of 1861, the stupidity of !
1865, and the criminal blanders of 18878, I ywefer | Collecli
to see po mnre Coaventions called until things get

fng them Let them, sbove all, devote themselves
| 1 peactical lJegisintion, 1o the resiorution of peace
y nndd ennfidence. and to the development of oar vast

ldo as to them listethy and that the majority

i ot the United States—what

eyRry two or three years

.- —_
the Charlotte Observer. =3
|

@etieral Rufus Barringer on the Convention.

EnfToR ()nSERVER :— |

I am so of®n asked for my views in regard to a |
Couvention, that I may be pardoned a bricf stale- |
meol of thegr through the public press. Free and |
{air discussim is what e cvounity pow greatly
needs

Iamo 1to & Convention in the present joné=
ture of our sflaire.  The organie law should not e
chapged, when possible to avoid it, except in limes
of g and tonfidence, and when the co-opers-
tionh of guod men of all classes enold be secured:
This is impossible st present. Public affuirs, es-
pecially in tpl8 State, are now in great goubt amd
eosf usion. the act itself, under which the

!

Convertion i proposed 0 be called, is of guéstion- | old Constitation, y L - . s
Aulbority and piecedent are both | to make one alorigive, and by designating | subject, and declared that the decision

th this fact lying at the very thres- | the old lawestill m force ascontradistingwish- | the Suprhme Court should form a part of the
' ed from those passed by Legislatures sitting | new Constitution. In the present Convention

able walidity

against it ,h’l

Lold of tbe povement, is it possible that the work ¢
of the Conventign evuld prove satisfactory or per
mavent In it results?  Itis more apt to lead to fur- l
ther con dnd worse complications—if not to
conflict and lence. ! n

- But my msin objection lies in a different direc- | modérn times, thut a whole people can be

1he
ishes. But foF one, I da 5ol hesitude o say that in
my hamble niog. that haded and much abuged
nslr ument Dilnlus wany cxcelieot prowisions

it thics when thev Jirufose, us T]v'_\'
constantly do: to retain and re adop! s nmy of s |
peculiar m such »= its priveiples of egimlity |
h‘?l‘ the law, thye abolition of ull property gaahf-
Sations for office, the Homesiewl, protection ta the
atates of mardied womnen, the Laborer and Mechan
ic's Lica, the aquation of tixation. the destruction
of all distinetions between Courts of Law and
Courts of E ity the establislonent of a sound and |
convenlent Prubate svstem, the enlirged furisdic- |
tion of Justices of the Peace. the concession of Jo-
aal self govermuent 1o the masses, &c.. & These
Are greal impmvements on the old sestem and will |
Whimsicly work well. Give the new Constitntibn |
fair trial and [ bave no doubl, the friends of
vention would ere long fall in love with others
of ls peculiur featores—its so-called povelties and
BOYRIMOTE, 3
Peopile fret themselves aver the oewes and changes |
war, anll clumor for the old order of things, |

b

; rlrlt'l'ulﬁ.
' oomtracts still snbsist.

ression to hisreal and personal estates, and

and if so, it 12 then to bé deducéd, that there
cowld be no Conveution to abrogate or lo
alter that lar, wnless enlled and chosen in the
manner preseribed in i, and that, : _ ]
corollury, your Convention had no vower in | the Constitution, and the Judges for life will
the premises, and its pretended powers and|
acts onght not to be confirmed by the people,
if the pegple counld contirm them, but onght
| to be opposed and rejected.

poivts clearer than the short and simple para-
| graph of the Constitution itself.
| ¢lusion can only be evaded by establishing as |

The con-|

ther words, that by virtue of the war and |

its resnlts, we were a people without Constis | to Judgeships under the Convention move-|
| tation or law of any sort. Tt necessarily | ment, say that a homestead is only good as|
!mmes to th
| and never can be, viclded.

as still subsisting, and not

nderstood among civilimed nations, and in

The security, and the ohligatien of [t

& supposed for a moment,

!

|

as ﬂi

It wounld scem |t

at, aud that never ought to be,| to debts contracted since the adoption of the |
Perhaps it would” Constitation.
| be suflicient for our present purposes, to say, of the Sapreme Court as par #an and public-
that, even your Convention does not assert |y rejoiced when Judge Brooks made a de-
such a daoctrine, but plainly proceeds upon a | gision sustaining their views.
contrary one, by professing to “amend” ‘our |

decide that it only extends to new debts. The
poor men, withount office, position or credit,
will have to work for a homestead and pay |

:':“?‘": it :‘:‘5 l‘ﬂﬂﬂt’ mm“r:‘ :l;l:“;:l;ﬂk:t: | that body wias aware of the dcfeg:'.t,.uf its pers and leave ignornnt and pennileu fami-
This. cannot Be. Bus if 1 conld. § wesld not go | POwers, from the submission of those acts to | lies.

buck 1o the old. Constitution “Thst ipstrament,
, okad its ments,  But its esscntinl fextures were
AB outeage on lhe great mass of the humbler whites
&ad proved a curse w the State. It kept the mass-,
& destitate and fgnorant. It drove hundreds
ihousands. from the Siate: and it did more thag
.l:’ one thing, 1o fix on North Carolina the oppeo-

mund‘ of Rip Yan Winkle. The
sitan 1 Ijoi:wdindennua_cm

i itin

of
_-lm.l'uvu Convention a nullity, equally ex-/
| cludes the efficiency of a
FUSe | annnl one Constitation

Jthepenple, thus seeking the requisite eon-
| irmation. Bat, in truth, sach confirmation

| eanno
some provision in the Constitution which| home until the youngest child 1s of age.

¢t be derived from that souree; for the'f

pocrulnr mjority to
an

pigore ineffectual, with.|

men of the couantry ean live in ease and com-

make anohter,|the. ballot-box in Aungast.
As the act of a people living under a consti-| question of life or death with thousands of
tavional Government, even the vote of the! fumilies who are now contented and happy.
majority is 2 Rm

ou?the.ihlnt of the subsisting constitutional | ble charity to the poor! Homestead men
government and it directions for taking the | be true to your country, your families and
vote and ascertaining the majorfty. With.' yotr homes! “

ASHEVILL

out such previous authority and regu
the majority, if physically able, may ' over

Door’s case.. Then, if the pepple of & State
cannot, by their awa direct vote, abrogate or
mnake a Constitution, without the previons
'swiction of authority jn power under the
| existing government, as in Door’s case, much
less can they do it, when the Constitution
then sulsisting especially provides two other

cludes all besides, which is our dase.

Couvention was not constitutionat ; it had no
powers and could not make a Constitution ;
that for the same reason the people/ have no
powers, and that as neither .the Convention
nor the people had any power in the premises,
by consequence, both together arc equaily
destitute of the requisite power. Zhe Con-
vention rwus an urauwthorized body, and there-

A0 1any men—a caucus recommending to
| the people to adopt by their vote a certain
| instrument as our Counstitution, a thing which
the people, under our Constitution, are not
competent to do on that recommendation, and
therefore, the eonjoint resolution and votes
Lof the two bolies have no more effect than
| that of either by itself. I conclude it is no
| Constitution, and c¢amnot be made one by
what has Lbeen done, or can be done now.
What, then, does it behoove the people to
do? They ought, it scems to me, promptly
| and deeisively to reject the whole project.
| If it be suggested, that in our experience all
[ conventious sinee those of ’78, which formed
jour original Constitution, have regularly

' made them worse and worse, and therefore,

.| we had better take thbis than run farther

| visks, and especially that, at least, those who
{approve of the alterations shall give their
[suffrage for adoption. [ reply, no! Zhe

| greut prinfgiple of" politicdl and civil liberty, | g ) 1
that a pevgle may, and ovght to make a Con- | the heavy musket, until it hetted corns on | their President-the man of Appemattox-have

| atitution afid Government Jfor themaelves ; ] his u-ml'g:r §huuhl:.:rs, and ill last gave up his| promised, before this campaign was' begun,
\that in 8o doing they ought to be eareful to|young lifein dhe rich maw’s war? - Have they | to stand to the backs of the peeple who aro1

proceed in the regidar and peaceful method

| whichis preseribed, instead of an wnauthor- | breeches was sent to the front, and the man |
\ized, irregubir  and usurped mode from |with twenty negroes stayed at home to speen- [ ed.in insarrection, and the smeil of gunpow- |

which uncertainty as to the validity of their

now proposed, and wait for the action of the

the ?ig-;!-."'-', or the de {J/ :'NH«':J:‘] U.f' 7 Cam'en-_i . . ; )
tion which would hece legitinate power to | had fiwed out on the hill 'side, barefooted in

uu’n};t them. ‘
Let me here addace a case which I ought |
to have added to the efficiency of the popular |
vote per se. 1 adduce it, because it is clear |
to the appreliensions of every one, and ex-|
hibits in axtrong light the correctness of the
argument acainst the popnlar power—a mere |
majority over the Constitution of a nation, |
he ®ase to which T allude; 15 that of the
eovernment of the United States. The Con-|
stitution there specifies the modes of amemi-E
ment ; modes intended to protect minorities |
against superior numbers. Now, Rllpprm(',l
upon this assnmption, that the people may

of the people are THE PEOPLE, an attempt
ade to alter the Federal Coustitution |
sort «f a-Con-
stitution should we have—who: conld en-
dure it, especially at the Sonth—-who would |
endure it and hold 1t to be a Constitution ?
So it is under the provisions of oar State)
Constitution. - Then let onr people with one|
voice reject it. That will  quiet everything |
and we may begin anew, in a lawful way to

‘make the Constitation what we wish it. Bnt, | old age.

if approved by the people and proclaimed by |
the Governor, all the questions upon 1t
validity of the instrument and the powers of |

the Convention arise—questions affecting |

the right to all the'old and new offices, and | and alone with bleeding feet they press on

the ahjection of the

no bouwds can be set o the disquietude in-

cident to them, nor to the embarrassment of

the Judiciary.
*®

L *

+ * -
Your friend, &c.,
THOMAS RUFFIN.

-
Two Kinds of Homesteads

The Republican homestead is good against

the truth, that the clause of the Constitution | all kinds of debts—both old and new—and
was no longer in  force, and that position | it is sustained by the decision of the present |
| eannot be troe, unless it be also admitted,’ Supreme Court in the case of il vs. Kess-|
that no other part of it was in force, or, in! e '

The Democratic lawyers who are looking

They denonnced the decision |
|

The Legislature in the first Convention hill, |
yroposed to restrict the Conven’ion on this |

ed againgt the Republican homestead.

The Democratic homestead will be but in |

heirold debts; and ne out of ten will die pan-

With the Repnblican homestead the poor
ort, edncate their families. and leave them a
W hich of these two homesteads will the,

le take? The matter will be decided at
It is. almost a

iblicans, be true to your high and no-

W

E, N-_O C-J
tations |
throw the existing gowernment, bat it can
only do so by revelution and not as possessing
They | a legitimate delegated office and power, - |
need not, however, dilate further on this topie
as the groumds and suthorities on which the
doctring depends are, according to my re-

 Collegtions, set forth in the argament and
opinion given by the Sapreme Court in

L8 nis .
DRIFTING?
It is well sometimes t0 stop in the mad
career of partisan rage and exsitement, and
ask ourselves Lhe plain simple question “what
| will this state of things leadito, if persisted
iil.l? If the people in 1861, had b_u{'u*u:ul.v
informed of the design of their leaders, they
would have shunned the vortex into which
' they were afterwards helplessly burled. *Tf
they had foreseen the consequences, they
would never have trusted the Secessionists in
the Conventionof that memorable yesr, which
-brough trumn and want andwoe I.hroughout the
lenghth and breadth of the land. But they
followed blindly the teachings of these self-
same man then,. Will they doit now? We

, :
| Recoustra,

( ratified an
|

mifted to and
d approved by the same avrl there-
by became part of the National Legislation,

ction acts, and sub

| before the first day of Jannary, 1872, this
ISwn.e WILL RUN RIVERS OF BLOOD. Let
| there be mwo  misunderstanding about this
matter.  We speak whereof we knew, and
we tell you plainly the Republicans of North
Carolina don’t intend to submit to i And
don’t imagine that there are no more right
arms here now than in 1861, to strike for
law and order, Aud don’t imagine that be-
cause a few disguised Ka Klux in outland-
ish costumes, can frighten a few 'isolated
decrepid and aged freedmen, that theinearoes
can’s and won't fight. . ‘Ask these suldiers

modes for cffecting these purpvses and ex-

We arrive then, at these results : that the

Jore no more than a voluntary collection of

| And where are they

'back my son,” the staff and support of my |

he | more, and the little ones, whose father wass
forced to the front to die. still strngele with |
| the cold charities of a cold-hearted " world,

come back in curses on
have put to death their protector.
are some¢ things that eannot be forgotten.
These recollections of |the pastare fearful.
They will not down at our bidding.
ble passions are now at rest, which it were

hope the people have duly, m‘eigl_led this sub-
j Ject, and properly understand it, in all its
bearings. At all events, in after time, when
the day.of fear cometh, they shall not have
to say again, “you did not warn us, we were
misled.”  We intend they shall be truly in-
formed as fur as we are able, and then if they
suffer themselves thrusy into trouble, at least
they ean attach blume. only %0 themselves,
These same men who are now blowing yon
to a white heat on the subject of Couvention,
are fanning the flames of Rebellion, and telling
you, just as they did in 1861, that “there is
no danger.” We are walking the same path
precisely, as we tred then t destraction.
Stop and think just pune moment, aud you
will see that every movement, every argn-
{ ment thenr made, is urged now. “There will
be no war.”  “They pegple have a right to|
leall Conventions in ahy way they like.”
“The General Government woun't interfere.”
This is the exact, simple language which - be-
trayed yon to ruin once before. Now then,
will you follow it again? IHave yon for-
gotten the untold horrors of the last rebellion?
of the thousands of gallant boys,.whose bones
are bleaching on every hill, and whose blood
souks the soil of the South !  IHas the poor
Conscript forgotten the day he was hand-
cuffed, and torn away from his wife and chil-
dren to be shot at, that slavery might live |

i| who'met them in the bell-hole of Petersburg
| and drove Tthem back with ¢lubbed mus-
kets, and they will tell you that armed  and
disciplined, they are bold and fearless sol-
diers.  Neither do the Republieans dof North

Carolina expect to abandon the State to avoid
war, If there is any abandoning to be done,
those men who seck to overthrow a lawful
Government in an unlawful way must do it.
Let there be no mistake. Let those who are
determined to go into it, and who have made
up their minds to overthrow this Republican

Constitution right or wrong, do it with their
eyes open, for there will be no amnesties
and pardons to those who “follow the multi-
tude to do evil” again. When the |day of

tribulation comes, as come 1t will, 16t there

be no whining, but let us all meet it like men, |
who bave staked Republican liberty once |
more on the point of the bayonet. The op-
ponents of this State Government have ‘been
uncharitable and impatient with those in au-
thority. There may have (and doubtless has)
been mistakes made, and errors committed.
This would bave been so in any sudden
change of party, jarticularly so with the Re-
pablican party who had |but & small scope
from which to choose its material. But then
these men who have walked through the fires
of persecution, and incurred the odiam in dis-
charging tie duty of reconst: uction, and do-

and the slavé-holder continue to lord it over
him? Have they forgotten the little boy |
torn sobbing from his mothers very apron |
strings, and who for long weary days earried

forgotten, when the lad of the copperas

I late on the soldiers wives and mothers, and |

doings, and consequent commotions, arise, | sell themn shoes at twenty-five dollars per | be
| furnish the strongest reasons why every man | pair, while he received eleven dollars pcri the trouble, who “knowing their duty, did it
| should give his voice aqainst the instrument | month, to risk hislife? Iave they forgetten | not.”

| the tithing and impressment laws, and the |

\ Législatare, the proposing of amendments to | gangs of Lomb-proofs, who took the bread |anything in a bombastic or pompous spirit.

ont of his babe’s months, which his poor wife |

the burning sun ?  Remember how men wijo |
desired peace, were hunted down with blood
wounds, and oh! the terrible scenes of the
hattle-field, the shricks of the wounded and |
the groans of men dying in a canseless war, !
now ?  Alas! alas!
scattered from the green hills of Peunsyl-
vania, to the roaring waters of the Iiio
Grande, in uncared, unmarked graves, with
not even a dog to howl a requirem over them. |
Yes, there they rest, erammed one upon an-|
other in rude holes, antl hamnanity itself
sickens atthe sigcht. Poor boys, they sleep
that slecp that knows no waking, and the)
winds of heaven as they sigh through the |
rank grass; that waves over them, gives back
a mournful dirge, to the memory of our sons |
and brothers, who were murdered in a 1le-
belljon in which they had mo interest. This |
land is ridged all over with graves, and the |
sounds of sorrow and the weeds of monrning |
have not yet departed from the habitations |
of the people.  The gray haired man, as he|

Jeans tottering on ‘his staff, cries, “give me! Law, when a man under the old Gonstitution
conld arrest his debtor and thrust hiin
a loathsome prison UNTIL HE  PAID TUE

'rhu }-uul‘ \\‘iiiOW has lUUkUtl 1011_1_:!

for the coming of him, who can come no!

fc

show you how to get rid of the “Hoinestead”
so-called Constitation— | through  Tife, while the prayers wafted to|Law. They say that they are restricted from
| Heaven from  their young throats, will yet|interfering with that, but| they have not re-

these leaders, who
There
'I
Ferri- | ¢

These are

'with them have po words to parley;

eal, unconstitutional manner, and uppn this
the lives of every man loyal to the principles
of 1 free government is staked to the

Iights.

Give them a Convention and they will soon

stricted themselves from re-adopting the Cla
S Law ; and how long would a man; lay in

and convey away  his “Iomestead’’ or any

and return to the bosom of his family.: Many

ing the biutling of the American Congress,
lay very near the heart of that Congress and
the loyal Millions of the Nation, and that
Congress and these loyal Millions through

endeavoring to sustain Constitutional law in
these States; and if North Carolina is declar-

der is again on hér fair fields, let only those |
blamed  who bronght on  the|

And now, we liave no disposition| to ‘say

Neither is it our desire to say or do any-
thing to intimidate any one, much lessto hurt
the feelings of any, who are not enemies of our
government. For these we do not care, and
This
election is a necessity.  If a rebellibus and
lawless spirit still prevails among our peo-|
pley if they are still enemies of free ‘govern-
ment, and their intent and design be. still
to overthrow it, in any and all illegal ways,
why, the soaner it is knpown the better for all
concerned, that it may be crushed in its in-|
eipiency, and not allowed to gather strength
from neglect, as it did once before. T What |
we mean to say is, that it is no part, of the
policy and iutentimn of the law and order

people of North Carolina, and of Amdriea, to/ impertinence to endeavor to conx the poor

allow theGovernment to besubverted in an ille

Now then sound the onset!

death.

— -
CA SA.
Have our people forgotten the old} €a Sa

into
Thix is abolished in Sec. 16 Bill of

: “There shall be no imprisonment
ww debt in this State, except for fraund.”

VONEY ?
a

ail until he would be willing to surrender

1ing else to procure his release from- Jail,

| State, though they have

property, and put it on the poor man’s Aead.

that they may restore their nnlimited power
of captation taxation.

NO. 5.
e ——

RAILROADS FOR THE WEST.
Let people not fortget that a Conven-
tion, if assembled, will abolish the clause in
our present Constitution prubibiting appro-
,’»\l‘,l.anons to railroads umiil our own Western
N. C. R. R. is completed. The east and
middle portious of the State want railroads,
and they can only get them now by com,
| ting vurs, and not until then. Love, of. Ma-
cou, and Bryson, of Jackson, offered resolu-
1igns proposing to restriot the Cohwention
from interfering with this clwttse of the Con-
| stitution, and they were hooted at and their
propositions voted down, Even Jarvis, the
Spedker, dedcended from his scat to eppose.
them, and denounced the idea, saying the
l West deserved nothing because she paid no
 taxes, &e.  Let our Western friends remem-
ber these things when they come to vote ou
this question, and make nn their minds
whether they will bid farewell to sll their
hopes of a railroad.

- ,

THE ALLEGHANY AND BUNCOMBE
TURNPIKE-

That shameless Legislatore last Winter
took the money appropriated to this Road
and paid their perdiem with it, and then ad-
journed withont doing anything for the peo-
ple through whose section this Road passes,
and who have never had any benefit from the
paid  immense
amounts of Taxation to build Improvements
in other portions of the State. 8o intent
were the Representatives on getting Comnven-
tions and indulging in Tmpeachments, and
other extreme Legislation, that they never
thought once of their obligation to the people
at home. Many of the best people all along
the line of this Road worked honestly and
faithfully, and have large amounts due them,
and have secured their warrants from the
Governor, only to find taht these men in the
Legislature have gobbled up the money,
honestly due them for work. :

-
Victory Certain,

We have reliable information from every
quarter of the State, and the pews is most
glorious, We confidently believe that the
majority against Convention will exeeed
20,000, The Republicnns throughout the
State, with the exception of a few unfledged
disciples, who are under calico influence, are a
unit against Convention, while thonsands of
honest old Democrats arve manfally co-opera-
ting with them to save the conntry from the
horrors of another conflict with the United
States govérnment.

Friends of constitutional liberty buckle on
yonr armor and march to the polls on the 8d
of August and vote “No Codvention.” If
vou do not, you may again he foreed to shoul-
der your muskets and march into the tented
field to fizht through another war waged for |
the benefit of office-seekers, Choose you this |
day which you will do.

=
POLL TAX.

Before the ‘adoption of the present Con-
stitntion, poll-tax in some of the conuties was
five dollars; in other counties as high as nine
dollars. The people have surely not forgot-
ten tlys.  This Constitution forbida it to ex-
ceed two dollars. In slave times, when the
government was controlled by the aristoe-

racy, they took the tax off of their own

And because they are now forbidden to do
this, they howl about taxation, and have the

men to vote with them for Convention, so |,

Don’t the people see
the drift of things?

CORRESPONDENCE.

PUBLIC SPEAKING AT WAYNESVILLE
WayxesvitLe, July 17th, 1871,

Mg. EuviTor :—Seeing a notice that there

would be public speaking by speakers from |

t
¢

4 _
ﬂ4/%4;5LL~

him nse all the half hour dllowed him.

a
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by their countenapees, we can't come it thia
time for Pink can't deceive the people again
for they have got their eyves opened. &c.

 Weil, Billy, rose with bis sususl smile and
with perfeet ease of manper a8 though there
had_nothing been said by Piakney the Windy

»
and brought to the mind of the pecple thas
Pinkney had misled them with represen-

tations, and they bad lost all their schools,
and showed them the money was in the Treas.
ury and had been there all duwu.,.ﬂf.ﬂ
all the special tax mouey, and that the r iv
land that Pinkney said lind beeu stolen by the
carpet-baggers was still in the Swamps of
North Carolins, and that H-in.rb-ﬂy
bad acknowledged that the lands had been
sold for more money than it was wo
that they wani to bold the purchaser for the
F;;rcb‘uﬂ‘nmmy. If, vou ¢ould have seen

pey ot this thne you would! have ex-
olai - &mﬁ

rth’ and

: “What has come over
man, for he seemeth pot patursl”

recover, ou may set )t down thas old
Haywood s‘s[{;: lgzi'uu& a Convention and
save its Homesteads. - HAYWOOD. :

SPEAKING AT WEBSTER.
Wesster, July 18th, 18%Y.

Mg. Enrrox :—On yesterdoy a meeting’ of

the Anti-Convention party came off st'«this

place. The Hon. W, G. Cauilller was present-

and made a speech o a very large and st
tentiv%udianlsoe in the Court House.

Col. J, R Love, a prominent Convention

man in this County was here and ssked. Mr.
Candler for a division of time whioh the Jdst-
ter kindly granted. Mr. Candler then lod off
in & speech of cne hour and a Lali in length,
in which he showed beyond successful con-
tradiction, thag this Convention movimens
was unconstitutional, inexpedient, revolatians
ary and designed by the sevession leaders for
mischief, but he did it in such a kind manner
that the most ultra could not take exception,
and in such a foréible way that it made the
leading rebels quake ; wnd the modernte Con-
servatives who came to hear and ascertain
the truth were heard to say, “Well, we had
better let well enough aloneg-we bad betier
not risk a Convention. We tried it in 1861,
and these are the very men whag ealled .';m-
ventiou then and by it got us into & oruel
war.” '

7
Col.J. R. Love then replied in a speech of

the same length using the mopt of the time
in reading the debates of the. Convention of
1835.
Mr. Candler, was allowed equal time, exoept
as to the reply, for he, as well as all osher Re-
publicans, is willing to discuss this question
face to face so as te let the people see wiio is
right and who is wrong. DBat the Conservi-
tives here will not do that; for a short time
since they had a meeting in the Court Hotise,
at which they had two speakers from » @i
tance. Mr. Hampton thenjasked them for &
division of time.
one-half hour, and their Chairman, &8 man
who has iately come into this county from &
county largely Republican, and is trying here
to get into the lead of the Conservative pars

The Colonel, through the kindness of

They only allowed him

y, ruled Mr. Hampton down und did not les

Well, Col. Love is usually a pretty esen

getic speaker, but having been beaten by his
own party in a nominating Convention as

delegate to this Convention they are trying
o call, by a common farmer of the country,
auses him to be-a little cool, (as Gen. Cling-

man says) his “ardor has romewhiat sbated,™
_Mpr. Candler then madel a short reply. in

cluded to hear what was to be said.
fore, I repared to the appointed place at the
time ; when Mr. Wm. Candler mounted the
stand and announced to the citizens that there
was an arrangement with himself and Mr, W
P. Welch to debate the constitutionality of
the conveution question, &e.
Candler lead off in a speech of one hour and
and a quarter, showing the unconstitationali-

distance at Waynesville, oun this day I con-
There-

When Mr.

well should still repose in peace.

make him die in a rich man’s war.

wrongs and ontrages, that even God's chris-
tians cannot forget. If it yas not treason,
then it was murder, to chain a free man and
It wasa

|

in the late war.
{save themselves from imprlsonmen!t. and |
shame.

men gave all they had to procure a Substitut2
They would go funther to

- -

ty of the call of a convention by the Legisla-
tive enactments, which held the large assem-
blage of the citizens of Haywood as if spell

‘which he ‘ecompletely routed the enem

and put them to flight. It so affected the
Ku Klux Convention party that a storm eame
that night and the wind blew so hard that it
tore off one of the wheels of Mcessrs, Deaver's

and Ray’s buggy, and also shavied their horses,

but they hired another and went on their w'ly
rejoicing, and prepared for the next storm,
THE WEST,
Commissioners’ Courst vs. County Courts
Mz. Eprror: The favorites of Convention

in this county are desirous of dding away

bound ; and every man that was present that

with the Commissioners’ Court on the ground

n

d

ernpmen

Nati

of death again.

i truth about it.

the | the Federal Government ?

Can it, for instance, accomplish their porpose, they have made a|into a thousand fragments. )
that upon the| Democratic Executive Committee eomposed | Prince of the best bleod of Europe.
death of a proprietor, there is no rule of s c-|of a very large wajority of lawyers, and | the other day France mardered her
most of the candidates for Convention are|nist rebels, until the very gutters and walls
that the first occupant may appropriate them, | lawycers. The Convention will provide that | of Paris dripped and draggled with haman |
of that no bedy eam! On the contrary, | | the Judaes and Magistrates shall be appoint- | gore
| say, that the laws of Narth Carolina were | od for life by the present Legislature—and
still her laws, including her fundamental [aw, | thas they will be independent of the } eople.
| The lawyers will thus have eontrel of the
Siate, and the power of the old slave aristoc-
raey will be restored and secured.

In

By yirts of

| #%a’ o i e

greater erime, to starve his bakes at home,
| after he had bLeen dragged away.

To the people, we say in all truth, {and we
beg them to hear what we say,) these men
'are fast hurrying yon into this cauldron
They know it well, (as they
did in 1861,) but they won’t tell you the
They are well -aware that if
| they did so, yon would defeat their success.
“Forewarned is forearmed.”
of God are the peaple going to sufier them-
of | selves begniled with tfalse teachers inlo an-
' other. war 2
lWiIl not they profit by the lessons of the
| under the auspices of secession. [ndeed, it| hill that provision is omitted and why? ' past 2 Will they seek another conflict with
is impossible ander any aspect of any law, as | The Democratic lawyers who lead - | : !
party wonld pot allow it to be inserted. may not ‘he S0 f_g}riunale. The .lemcnc_v with
Many of them are interested largely in old | which this I’is'tum has _tre:u.ed its . Rebels
b OF 1868 find bts defocts and blem. | treated or eonsidered as being without any | Court judgments, and some of t_l:em expe.r.?i u_nparalh-llml_ in the 'hlsl.(:!')' Qf the \\'(!'I'ltvl.
law or ministers of the law, even by eon-| to be Judires, and they are publicly commit- | England chained her insurrectionary Sepoys
To | to the mouth of her cannon, and blew them
Mexico shot a|
Only
Commu-

the name

The next result

is

For our last rebellion, no lives: were
' demanded, no rights of property abridzed.
Far the million of lives and billions of treas-
sacrificed that freadom might live, and
beperpetnated vn this contineunt, the Nation
anded no gnarantee for the fatare, but
sinfply that the slave who had beeu made the
bone of ¢ontention might be liberated. DBnt
in its wake went all of personal -estate.
will not be so easy, perhaps, again,

more effort at strite, will bring down upon
the enemies of the government the ven-
geance of an outraged people, and it will
cause confiseation of everything owned by
those who seek Revolution. :
are willing to see the common people sacri-
ficed, if they can thereby gain, even tempo-
rary power. Any fate on earth to/ them 1s
more weloome than to do without office.
tue people we appeal (not to the leaders) and
we “speak as unto wise men, hear ye ‘what
we say”—Dbreak this spell sud think one mo-
ment, to what are we drifting. 1f this Con-
vention is ealled, in the illegal way proposed,
and attempis to tear down shis State Gov-
erected under the anthority of the
Legislatare, and

It

One

These lenders

To

.too after they say they haye abolishéd offices

for taxation.

e} Saie

TAXES, i

These men promised the people, if ielected
to the Legislature, they would lessen taxation.
How stand the matter ? | The Inghest that
the Republicans ever had it, was 35 dents on
the §100 worth. Now these men have got
it to 52 cents on the §100 worth., And this

and cut down salaries and fees.  Iet them
explain.  They cannot do it. Oh, shame on
such perfidy. If its so in the Lejislature
what will it be, if a Convention is called ?
Just make the calculation, It is eagy to see
where we are drifting. Let the péople be-
ware of filse teachers. These are the same
men who took oNE-TENTH of all youraiséd in
the war from the very mouths of year chil-
dren, besides the money collected from you

_'-._._..,._._._._._._.__
MECEANICS, LIEN LAW. ;

Never before in any Constitution of Nbrth
Carolina, has such generous provisions been
made to secnre to the Meghanie pay for his
labgr. Hundreds to-day in North Carolina
are indebted to the poor laboring mansfor the
Hounse which covers his head, and which was
crected years ago, before the present Lien
Law was enacted. But for all those built since,
the law guarantees that the property shall be
answerable, and that the laborer is warthy of
his' hire. In this Convention, they will
ubolish these laoor liens, and look complacent-
ly and defiantly from their windows, as the
poor Meehanic passes by drenched in rain,

Billy Pinkne

Demaocratie ¢

forty or fifty years.

listened with an unprejudiced mind
oblized to admit that the present mode of
uulli‘ng a convention is unconstitutional. He
made the matter as plam as the nosc on a
man’s face; so if there was any man that did
not see it, he shut his eyes.
tion saw and felt that their props were all
knocked from under them and they were
obliged to fall,
Whereupon Pinkney the son of William,
mounted the stand with his usual air and lead
off in his old way, trying to deveive the peo-
ple, by telling them that the present consti-
tution was a Carpet-Bag-Nigger-Scalawag
cbnstitntion, and that it was not a constita
tion of the citizens of North Carolina, and
that they maust vote for a convention, so that
they could have it changed tosuit the Conser-
vauve party; &c,, saying that the opinions of
Judge Ruftin, Judge Gastou and the Supreme
Court of North Carolina and others was not
worth anything ; saying who is Jud
Judge Gaston and Supreme Court
Carolina and others to his opinion, &e.
jev, the Son of William, the great

So the opposi-

hampion of Haywood, we did not
know before that you had soared so high in
the breeze of legal opinions as to set at naught
the opinious of these great and learne:d mem-
bers of the Bar, whose opinions have been
the stundard of North Carvlina for lo, theséy farmers losing 8 days each in the year,
So Billy reared and

was

ge Ruffin,
of North
0,

of its emormous expense to the county, and
of restoring the old County Court on the
ground of it being so much cheaper, &o
As I am pretty well acquainted with the fnan.
cial business of this county, and have been
for the last twenty-five years, I have.
been making some figures to nscertain the
faota. _ ’

As the law now stands, the Comm issioners’
can only prove for eighteen days in the year,
at $2 per day, and there ard five commis- '
sioners and one clerk, whioh in the aggr!'ib :
will cost the county $2186. Now, say tha
ten men will attend the Commissioners Court
each day it meets on business, and there will’
be 120 days counsumcd by them, at $1 per
day, making 8120—total, $330. 8o you
will see this is the entire espense to the
county and citizens for one entire year,

Now we will count the eost of the Cointy
Courts, with the lost time 10 the gitizens,and
put it at the vld figures. Fonur eourtsin the
the year, three, of them secleet, %0 wif four
days at each term, will make 16 days, eably
at §1 per day—total 48. Extra services o'
County Court Clerk, $60; extrs services of!
sheriff, $60; 36 jurors at §1 each per day for’/
8 days, including \be two terms, $2,88; 200

-

ench, $1,000; contingent expenses

and shivering with cold, while t.l\ey are pi 1k :

; ! S B o 4, x “ | «norted, piling abuse on the Republican par- | connty on aceount of these opurts, $50 per
sheltered by the unpaidlabor of his _b_ra_wn_\ ;‘J i h'in‘ old_strain and dolivering his old | year ; fees and half fees to the clerk. and
arms. ! - {speech of 1868 and 1869, which actually | sheriff, on accognt of the avenmn

Swanpanca Turnpike,

themselves, to get to the Railrpad, just as ft gets in
sight. And that oply one man ug Buncombe sits
at the'receipt of custom at Swiannanoa Gap and
draws thissplendid pession, wrung from the hard
working people of the county hy this yoang r.an
who promised the people retrenchment snd reform,
and went 1o Raleigh™ for the parpose of grind-
ing them #till ﬁecper and derm. to the
earth with taxation and expénses. Don"t forget
himy #nd don't forget his convention bill, which he
told you he opposed, . but which he went for with
all his mightan mn:g_. And ¢ comes sround
you advoating it, et Aim abowt “rnpike on

7 TR ‘ Pritess B '

1

made

1is ow i party feel abashed, but be fuled

business on the state side of the d

to tell his constitnents that he bad misrepre-

in recrard to the school fund, and that he was
the sole couse of cutting them out of their
free schools for the last 2 years; and that he
had told them that the Radicals bad stolen
all thé public la

No, of course be did not tell that

until be had spent his little cup’
real stuff and bad opened a large
his large tub of wind, and it evapo

took

Don't let the people 1orget that to Tommy John- : 2 -
sing. ““the promising.” &c.; tliey are indebted for | sented to them n his t:;n y
| the privilege of paying 10ll over a rond built by |vuss speeches of 1868-—-"69,

nde and all the special tax
had paid for ﬂl;. llm
s hevam

full of she
orifios in

noney that they

TR

Connty solicitor, $40—total, $2.198, '

While the Commi

And in ninenty counties a

o sce the County’ Courts 'will codt ‘sl

county and citizens the snug fitte « (absode

sum of . ...

LR N e es ame

ssioners’s cost

.......

..Mn:
) 3 and s &

s
_'. ¥l te

Leaving a balance in favor .ofr ¢he ») S0 W

Cornmiuinners’ Coult-- :- pap e wila 'ﬁﬂl m‘r‘
BOVING 20 . ey o1

Wol....... ... At
7 - ol 1 i 01408 .

l"_.‘

ted, 50 he,
his sest, and his fricnds «ighoed hd eald |
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