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1. P. CHURCHILL,

THE STRONGEST BULWARK :OF OUR COUNTRY—THE POPULAR HEART.

t

CARPENTER & GRAYSON, Ebpirors.

L

CLENDENIN & CARPENTER, PusLisaEzs.

VOL. L.

RUTHERFORDTON, N. C.,

TWISTOML DO

TrrMs o SUBSCRIPTION.
1 Copy 1 Year in Advance, :

$2.00
1.00

I Any person sending us a Club of five
with the Cash at sbove rutes for one Year,
will be eutitled to an extra copy.

- RaTes OF ADVERTISING.

SPACE - 1lw. lmo. 3mo. 6mo.
‘-1 inch 1.00 2.60 .00 9.00

2 “ - 200 500 12,00 18.00
4 " 400 10.00 20.00 30.00 45.00
s “ $.00 20.00 3500 45.00 70.00
1 column'15 00 40.00 60.00 80,00 12500

12mo.
16.00

30.00

EF opecial wotices cliarged 50 per ceut |

bigher. Local notices 15 cenis a line. :
& Agents procuring advertisements will

_be allowed & commission of 25 per cent.

W

- PROFESSIONAL CARDS.

—_— e — — -

- el e et .
DR. J. L. RUCKER,
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
Gruteful for the libernl patronage hereto-
fore reveived, houpes, by prompt attention to
all calls, to merit & coutinuance of tle sume.
1—tl ' .

G. M. WHITESIDE.

CHURCHILL & WIIITESIDE,

e ATTORNEYS AT LAW, -

i : RuruewrorntoN, N. C.
Will practice in all the Courts ol Western

Norih Caroliua, in the Supreme Courts of the

=

~ Biute and in the Distriet, Circuit and-Supreme
, Courts of the United States.

1tf

M. H. JUSTICE,"
" ATTORNEY AT LAW, _
< RutnErrorpTON, *N C.
Claima collected in ull partsof the Stute. 1U

- J.L. CARSON,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Ruruerrornrox, N. C.
Collections mude iu, uuy [--;n_ul the State

if poraible, U

R W. LOGAN, J. ‘M. JUSTICE,
LOGAN & JUSTICE,
ATTORNEYS AT'LAW, .
’ Rurderroknton, N. C.

Will give prompt sttention to all business |-

entrusted to their cure. -~
.. Particular attention given t0 collections in
woth Superior uand Juetices' Courta. Inf

~ Leuve Wilmingten, 800 A, M,

~ Arrive Charlotte,

~ Amive Greensbora,

- Leave Charlotte,

J. B. CARPENTER,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Ruruewrorvron, N. C.
Collections promptly atteuded to. If

"RAILROAD DIRECTORY.
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WILMINGTON, CHARLOTTE AND
RUTHERFORD RAILROAD,
EASTERN DIVISION : GOING WEST.

STATIONS. PARSENGER - FREIGHT.

Arrive Lilesville, 445 “ 1000

GOING EAST.

STATIONS, _ PARBENGER
TLeave Lilesville, 7.40 A, M.
Arrive Wilmington, 435 P. M.

-

FREIGHT.
12,09 M
300 P M

WESTERN DIVISION.

PARSENGER.
800 A M
130 *

BTATIONR.
I#ave Charlotte,
Arrive at Buffulo,

RETURNING.

Ieave Buffalo, . 1.3 P M

530 *» .
- & L. FREMONT,
‘Gen. Supt.

Y. Q JOHNSON.
- Assistaut Supt

WESTERN N. CAROLINA RAIL
. ROGAD.. :

Jowsn:. 5 N
i GOING WEST.
Teave Salisbury at
Arrive at Marion, -
Arrive at Old Fort

GOING REAST.

- Leave )d Fort,

Leave Marion at
Arrive at Sulisbury,

RICHMOND AND DANVILLE RAIL
. ' ROAD COMPANY., .
MORTH CABOLINA DIVISION : GOING NORTH.

STATIONS. MAIL. EXPRESS,
Leave Charlotte, 710 p.m. 625 a. m.
Argrive Greengboro, 12.59 a m.:10.10 **
Leave Greenshorn, LAS - - 1Ll ™
Arrive Qoldlhoro', 11.05 a. m. |

GOING BOUTH.

MATL

4.00 p. m,

1.30, a, m,

Leave Grecasbora, 216 * 400 ©

Arrive Charlotte, 120 “ 830 “
All passenger trains connect at Greensboro

With trains Lo and from Riclumond. "'

. Puliman Palace Cars on all night trains be-
tween Charlotte amd Richmond, (witliout
<hange.) S.jK. ALLEN.

: _ Gon"l Ticket Agent.
W. H. GREEN, o )
Master of Transportation.

STATIONR. EXPRESS.
Lanve Goldsharo', -

S30p m

- THE AIR-LINE RAILROAD.

Out Passenger and Freight, three times a
week, Moudays, Wednesdays aud Fridays.
GOING WEST.

- 1.30 a. m.

Arrive Black's, 1.2¢ . “
~ In Passenger and Freight, Moadays, Wed,
®eadays and Fridays.

: GOING EAST.
Leave Black's,

Arrive Charluite,

: 6- 56 .

n‘ Y. SAG E' =
Fagiveer aad Supcristendent.

6.00 A M|

- | youn direct me to R

From Smith’s Dollar Magazine.
A Quarrel.

My wife and Ibnce&uarfeled,

And what was it all about?
Nothing, only I was billious,
And she was tired out.

My dinner, somehow, didn't suit me,
AndIknowthat Ilooked veryglum,
My wife was disappointed,
And wished that she was home.
I said something not very loving ;
And she, something just as bad ;
And then, for about two minutes,
~ An ugly time we-had. |

That was the reason we quarreled ;

~ % And a foolish one,” you say,
Very true ; but then that same thing
-Is happening every day.

I went out to the wood-pile,

And pulled off my coat and vest,

And chopped away at some hickory,
Till the sun was in the west.

My wife washed up the dishes,

And putting on a nice clean gown
Went home to visit her mother,

At the other end of the town.

rd
When I had finished my chopping
I went to the house for tea,
And found it shut up and empty
And nobody waiting for me.

 In a moment my conscience smote
me, . ;
And myheartcame upin my throat,
For on the table before me
I noticed a little note.

I thought she had left me forever,—
. “ Oh, why did I treat her so!”
Suaid I, as I picked up the letter, -
“ My temper has made her go.”

“ Dear John,” read I, “don't be frigh-
: tened,

Because you don't find me,
I am going over to mother’s,
And you must come to tea.”

At once I started off for mother's,
_ Dressed up in my Sunday best;
My wife in the door-way met me,

And—you can imagine the rest.

THE MIDNIGHT PERIL;
OR,
Saved by a Phantom.

—
L - —

The night of thes17th October

{—shall T ever forget its pitchy

darkness, the roar of the autum-
nal wind through the forest, and
the incessant downpour of rain?

“ This comes of short cuts,” I
muttered petulantly to myself, as
I plodded along, keepinrg close to
the trunks of the trees to avoid
the deep ravine through which I
could hear the roar of a turbulent
etrecam forty or fifty feet below.
My 'blood ran ccld as I thought

-1 of the possible consequences of a

miestep or wrong direction. Why
had T not been countented to keep
in the nght road?

Hold ou! Was that a light,

I stopped, holding on to the
low resinous boughs of a hemlock
that grew on the edge of the
bank ; for it actually seemed as if
the wind- would seize me - bodily
-and horl me down the precipitous
descent, , ‘

It was a light—thank Provi-
dence— it was a lLight, and uno
ignus fatuus to lure me on to des-
truction and death.

“ Halloo~o-0!”

My voice rang through the
woods like a clarion, I plunged
ouward through tangled vines,
dense. briers and rocky banks
until gradually nearing, I could
perceive a figure wrapped in aun
oilcloth cape, or cloak: carrying
a lantern. As the dim light fell
wpon his fce' I almost |/ recoiled.
Would not solitude in the woods
be preferable to the companion-
ship of -the withered, wrinkled
old-man ? But it was too late to
recede now. '

“ What’s wanting,””he snarjed
forth, with a peculiar motion of
the lips that seemed to leave his
yellow teeth all bare.

“] am lost in the woods; can
station ?”’

“Yes; R station is twelve
miles from here.”

“Twelve miles !”

I stood aghast.
“Can you tell me of any sh¢lter

! T sould obtain for: the might.”

1

; : or are my eyes playing me false ? |
Passenger Traine ou this Road run ss fol- Yy eyes piaying

S e e

FEBRUARY S, 1873.

NO. 8.

“ No.” ' :

“ Where are you going ?”

“To Drew’s, down here by the
maple swamp.”

“Is it a tavern ?”’

“No.”

“Would they take me for a
night? I could pay them well.”

His eyes gleamed ; the. yellow
stumps stood revealed omce more.

“I guess so; folks do stop
there sometimes.”

“Is it far from here?”’

“Not very; about half a mile.”

“Then let us make haste and
reach it. I am drenched to the
gkin.” ; :

We plodded on, my companion

Presently we left the edge of the
ravine, entered what seemed like
trackless woods, and keepin
straight on until lights gleameg
fitfully through the wet foliage.
It was a ruinous old place, with
the windows all drawn to eneside,
as if the toundation had settled,
and the pillars of a rude porch

| nearly rotted away.

A woman answered my fellow
traveller’s knock. My compan-

'10n whispered a word or two to

her, and she¢ turned to me with
smooth, voluable words of wel-
come, - 1=

She regretted the poverty of
their accomodations; but I was
welcome to them such ‘as they
wele,

“Where is
my guide,

“Ie has not come in yet.”

I sat down on a wooden bench
Lcside thefire, and ate a few
moutetuls of bread. :

. “I should like to retire as soon
as possible,” said I, for my weari-
ness was excessive.

“Cartainly,” the woman start-
ed up with alacrity.

“Where are you going to put
him ¥’ asked my guide.

“Up chamber.”

“Put him in Isaac’s room.”

“No.” - o,

¢It’s the most comfortable.”

“I tell you no.” =

But -here I interrupted the
whispered cnlloqg{: :

“] am not partreular—I don’t
care where you lodge me; only
make haste, please.’

So I was conducted up a steep
ladder that stood in a corner of
the room, into an apartment ceiled
with sloping beams and ventilat-
ed by oue small window, where a
cot bedstead, crowded =closely
against the board partition, and
a pine/ table, with two chairs,
formed the sole attempts at furni-
ture. , - ;

The woman set the light—an
oil lamp—on the table.

Anything more I can get you,
#1/?’ said she. —
- “Nothing, thank you.”

“L hope you’ll sleep well, sir.
When shall I call you ?”

“At four o’¢lock in the morning,
if you please. I must walk to
R- station in time for the.
seven o’clock expresa.”

“I'll be sure to call you, sir.”

She withdrew, leaving me alone
in the glooms little apartment.
I sat down and looked around me
with no very agreeable sensations.

“I will sit down and write to
Alice,” 1 thought; “that will
soothe miy nerves and quiet me,
perhaps.”

I decended the ladder. The
firg still glowed redly on the stone’
hcarth ; my companion and the
woman sat beside it, talking in a
low tone, and a third person sat
at the table, eating—a short,
etout, villginous-looking man, 1n
a red flannel rhirt and very mud-
dy pantaloons.

1 asked for writing materials,
and returnd to my room to write.
to my wife. '

My darling Alice.”

I paused, and laid down m

n as I concluded the words,

alf smiling to think what she
would say, could she know of my
strange quarters.

Isaac?” demanded

ered did I lay aside my (}(m and
prepare tor sulmber. As I folded
my paper, I -happened to glan
towar: my coucn.. . . |

Was it the gleam ot a human

-

more than keeping pace with me. |

Not until both sheets were cov- |

| not.

eye observing me through the
board partition, or was it but my
fancy ? There was acrack there,
but only black darkness beyond ;

yet I could have sworn,that some-

thing had sparkled palefully at
me

I took out my watch—it was
only 1 o’clock. It was scarcely
worth while for me to undress

for three hours’ sleep ; I would lie
down in my clothes and snatch

what slumber I could. 8o, plae~
ing my valise close to the head of
my bed, and barricading the

extinguished the light and lay
down..

At first I was very wakeful,
‘but gradually a soft drowsiness
seemed to steal over me, like a
misty mantle, until all of a sud-
den some startling electic thrill
coursed through my veins, and I
sat up, excited and trembling,

A’ luminous softness seemed
to glow through the room— no
light of the moon or stars was
ever so penetrating—and by the
httle window I saw Alice, my
wife dressed in floating garments
of white, with her long golden
hair knotted back by a blue rib-
bon. Apparently she was beck-
oning to me with outstretched
hands and eyes full of wild, Janx-
10us tenderness.

I sprang to my feet and rushed
toward her, but as I reached the
window, the fair apparition seem-
ed to vanish into the stormy dark-
ness, and I was left alone. In
the self same 1instant the sharp
report of a pistol sounded—I
could see the jagged stream of
fire above the pillow, straight
through the very spot where ten

seconds since my head had lain.
With an inotautancuus rvallza~

tion of my danger, I swung my-
selfover the edge of the window,
jumped some eight o1 ten feet
into tangled bushes below, and
as I crouched there recovering

'my breath, I heard the tramp of

tootsteps into my room.

“Is he dead ?”’ cried a voice up
the ladder—the smooth, deceitful
voice of the woman.

“Of course he is,” growled a
voice back, “that charge would
have killed ten men. A light
there quick, and tell Tom to be
ready.”

A‘cold, agonized shudder ran
through me. What den of mid-
night murderers had I falleninto ?
And how _fearfully narrow had
‘been my escape !

With the speed that only mor-
tal terror and deadly peril can
give, I rushed through the woods,
now illumingted by a faint glim~
mer of starlight. I know not
what impulse guided my footseps
—1I shall never know how many
times I crossed my own track, or
how close I stood to the brink of
the deadly ravine, but a merciful
Providence encompassed me with
a guiding and protecting care, for
when the morning dawned, with
faint red bars of orient light
aguinst the eastern sky, I was close
to the high road, some seven
miles from%{ ;

Once at the town, I told my
story to the police, and a detach-
ment was sent with me to the
spot.

A fter much searchingand many
false alarms, we syccceded in
filnding the ruinous old house;
but it was empty, our birds had
flown ; nor did I recover my valise
and chain, which latter 1 had left
under mi_')pillow.

“It’s Drew’s gang,” said the
leader of the police; “and they’ve
troubled us these two years. [
don’t think, thoughk, that tL&y’ll
comue back here at present.”

Nor did they.

But the strangest part of my
story is to come yet. Some three
weeks subsequently I received a
letter from my sister who was
with Alice in her English home
—a letter whose intelligence fllled
me with surprise, .

“] must tell you something very
strange,” wrote my sister, “that
bappened to us on the night ot
the 17th of October. Alice had

| » well for some time; in
| fact, ehe had been confiined to her

lockless doors with two chairs, I|

—

bed nearl
ting beside her reading. It was
late; the clock had just struck
one, when all of a sudaden she
seemed to faint away, growing
white and Tigid as a corps.
hastened to call assistance, but all
our efforst seemed vain to restore
her to life or animation. I wu
Just about to send tor the doctor-

when her senses‘returned as sud-
denly as they had left her, and

she sat up in bed, pushing back
l}:;er hairandlooking wildly around
er.
“Alice!” I exclaimed, “how
you terrified nsall. Are youill?”
“Not ill,” she answered, “but
I feel so strange. Gracie, I have
been with my husband !”

" All our reasoning failed to con-
vince her of the impossibility of
her assertions. She persists to
this moment that she saw you
and was with you on the 17th of
October, or rather on the morn~
ing of the 18th—where and how
she cannot tell—but we think
it must have been some dream.
She is better now, and I wish you
could see how fast she is improv-

ing.

%‘his i8 my plain, unvarnished
tale. I do not pretend to explain
or account for its mysteries. I
sunply relate facts. Let psychol-
ogists unravel the labrinthical
skein. I am not superstitions,
neither do I believe in ghosts,
wraiths or apparitions; but this
thing I do know—that although
my wife was in England, in body
on the moruing of October 18, her
spirit surely stood before me in
New York at the moment of
the deadly peril that menaced
me. Ii{ may be that to the suptile

instinet and streugtb of a wife’s
Livly luveg, all LIIuZs Ae PuUsSILILIEe,

but Alice surely saved my life.
——ip D e ————
=~ Brave Boy.

—

A few years ago alad, who was

left without. father and mother,
went to New York alone and
friendless, to get a situation in a
store as errand boy, until he could
commmand a higher gosition; but
this boy had been in bad company,
and got in the habit of calling for
‘bitters’ and cheap cigars.

On looking over the paper he
noticed that a merchant in Pearl
street wanted a lad of his age, and
he called there and made his busi-
ness known.

¢ Walk in my office, my lad,’
said the merchant, ¢ I’ll attend to
you soon.’

When he had waited upon his
customer, he took’a seat near the
lad, and espied a cigar in his hat.
This was enough. ‘My- boy,
said he, ‘I want a smart honest,
faithful lad but I see you smoke
eigars, and in my experfence of
many years, I have found cigar-
smoking lads to be connected with
various evil hdbits, and if I am
not mistaken you are not an ex-
ception. You can leave; you will
not suit me.> - ;

John held down his head and
lett the store; and as he walked
along the street, a strangér and
friendless, the counsel of his poor
mother came forcibly to his mind,
who, upon her death-bed, called
him to her side, and placing her
enaciated hand upon his ilea-d,
said, * Johnny, my dear boy, Iam

oing to leave you. 'You well
ow what disgrace and misery
your father brought upon us be-
fore his death, and I want you to
protaise me before I die, that you
will never taste one drop of. the
accursed poison that kir ed your
father, nor tobacco.—Promise me
this and be a good boy, Johnny,
and I shall die in peace.’

The scalding tears trickled
down Johnny’s cheek. He went
to his lodgings, and throwing
himself upon his bed, gave vent
to his feelings in sobs that were
heard all over the house.

But John had moral courage.
He had energy and determination,
and ere an hour had passed he

made up his mind never to taste .

another drop of liquor or smoke

cigar,
%e went straight back to the

merchant. Said he, ‘8ir, you

e ——
a week, and I was sit-

—

morning for habits I have been
guilty of ; but, sir, I have neithér
father nor mother, and though I
have occasionally - done what I

I | ought not to do, and have not fol-

lowed the advice of my mother on
her death-bed, yet I have now
made asolemn vownever to drink
another drop of liquor nor smoke
another cigar; and if you, sir,
will only try me, it is all I ask.’

The merchant was struck with
the decision and emergy of the
boy, and at once em‘ployed him.
At the expiratien of five years,
this lad was a partner in the busi-
ness, and is now worth ten thouns-
and.—Ezchange. - 7
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A Bill te be Entitled An Act

for Amnesty and Pardon.

e T

- WEEREAE, It is believed that a
strict enforcement of the criminal
law in reference to many offences
committed within the limits of the
State ®ince the close of the late
civil war would result in greater
detriment to the State of North
Carolina than a policy based upon
mercy and forgiveness: There-
fore, |
SecmioN 1. The General Assems
bly of North Carolina do enact, That
no p?iraon who may have. coms
mitted any crime. against or 1p.vio
lation of tjl;e laws_of the State ot
North Carolina while a member
of, or officer or pretended officer
of the Heroes of America, Loyal
Union League; Red Strings, Con-
stitutional “Union Guard, White
Brotherhood, Invisible Empire,
Ku-Klux Klan, North Carolina
State Troops, North Carolina Mili-
e WL gl
sembly, secret or otherwise, politi-
cal or otherwise, by whatever
name known or called, in obed:-
ence to the commands, decrees or
determinations, by whatever name
called, ot such organizations, ae-
semblies, or in' obedience to the
commands, orders or requests of
any one exercising or pretending

to exercise any authority, or pre- -

tended authority, by reason of his
connection or attachment to any
such organization, association or
assembly, shall be held to answer
criminally. for any such crime

against or violation of the laws of

North Carolina in fact committod
or charged to have been commit-
ted previous to the first day of
September, A. D., oue thousand
eight hundred and seventy-one,
but every such person shall have
full and” complete amunesty and
pardon therefor.

- Sec. 2. That no person who .
may have been a member,oflicer,or
pretended officer of anyoune of the
organizations or assemb!ies refer-
red to iu section one of this act
ghall be held to answer therefor,
but every such person shall have
fall and complete amnesty and
pardon therefor. :

Sec. 8. Thatno person shall be
held to answer criminally as ac-
cessory either before or after the
fact for any crime against or vio-
lation of the laws ot this Stae for
which amnesty and pardon are
provided in the prcceding sec-
tions of this Act, but every such.
person shall have full and coms=
plete amnesty and pardon there~
for.

Skc. 4. That all presentments,
indictments or eriminal proceed-
ings, of whatsoever nature or kind
now pending forany of thecrimes

agaiust or violations of the laws &

of this State for whici amupesty-
and pardon are provided in tue
prececing sectious of tiis Act,’

shall be forthwith- disinissed, aud _

no further criminal proceedings
shall be had against such persous
or any of them, for any of saud
crimes against or violations ol
the laws of this State.

Bec. 5. That this Act shall be
in force from ita ratificaticn.

————-04.50-—--—--—-

Why do honest ducks dip their
heads under water! To hquidate
their little bills. '

R

When is & newspapsr ths sharp’ -
est? When it's filed e

.very properly sent me away this -

.
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