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And grant us the favor we are asking
of Thee;
I want awax dolly, a tea-set and ring,
And an ebony work box that shuts
with'a spring ;
Bless papa, dear Jesus, and eause
him to see
That Santa Claus loves us far better
than he.
Don’t let him get fretful and angry
again
At dear brother Willie and Annie,
Awien !”
“ Please, Desus, ‘et Santa Taus tum
= down to-night, -
And brimg us some presents be-
fore it is hght. |
I want hest.onld dive me g nice
littTe ®ed,
With bright, shiny runners, and
all painted yed ;
A box full of tandy, a book and
- a toy, -
Amen, and then, Desus, I’ll be g
dood Loy.”
Their prayers being ended, they
- rarced up their heads,
And hearts light and cheerful a-
gain sought their beds:
They were soon lost in slumber,.
both peaceful and deep,
And with fairies in dream were
roaming in sleep.
Fight, nine, and the little French
clock had struek ten,
Fre the father had thought of his
children again ;
He seems now to hear Annie’s
* half suppressed sighs,
And to see the bie tears stand in !

-

(Pat the'darkness to fiight and thie

And he said to himsélf, as brash-|
ed off'a tear,
“I’'m happierto-night than I have

been for a year.

I’ve enjoyed more true pleasare
than ever before, |

What care T if bank stock falls
ten per cent. more !

‘Hereafter I'll make it a rule, I
beleve,

To have Santa Claus visit us each
Christmas Eve.”

So thinking he gently extinguish-

~ ed thelight - ]

And tripped down the stairs fo;
retire for the night. i

Ar soon @s the bright morping
s _ > 1% iy !
stars one hy ongy. -

Four litfle Llne eyes out of" sleep

o&;eued wide. .. .. :

And at the ssame moment the

- preséntséspied!

Then out.ef their beds they
sprangggith aibourd; -

And theé very pgifts prayed for
were alf6f them found.

They lauglied and they cried in
their ins@ocent glee,

And sheuted for  papa’ to come
quick and see

What prgsents old Santa (laus
bronglfin the night,

(Just the @ings that they wanted,)
and left before light,

“ And now,” added Annie, in a
voiee =oft and low,

“You'll believe there’s a Santa

smaller and
Cheviots, and in the sterile monn-
tains of Wales a4 smaller and

| equally -hardy breed, the ‘Black

Faced, prevail. These four are
the genene breeds.ofthe sheep of
Britain] They are crossed and
commingled 1n every possible de-
gree according to the fancy ot the
farmer, and to subserve some real
or imaginary requirements of the
locality wherein he resides.

Over this continent, from ocean
to ocean, we possess and endless
variety of soil and climate. Weé
.bave the Enghsh breeds of sheep,

qQ'qd some which they do not pos-

sess; but the question is whether
we are judicious in their distribn-
tion.” In the older States, both
north and south, the Downs ought
to_be the prevailing bréed, espe-
cially where they could be crossed
with the lank Merino, or the long
tegged gaunt sheep of the cotton
States. In ‘the Blue grass res
gions of Kentucky arrd Tennessee
and the corr-producing States,
the Jong~wooled Leicester family
should be adopted. On the plains

F

that vast region for the Mis<issip-
pi to the Rocky Mountains, the
Meiino should Le introduced,
while in the rocky ranges of the
mining regious of the Pacific
¢lope the improved Clieviot and
Welsh sheep would be invalua-
ble. -

of the pastoral States, and over

“ Washington Allston,one of our
best paintersand pocts, tells us in
what he was led from the enjoy-
' ments of jests: at sacred subjects,

into an abinding trust in them.
' Having married the sister of D,
iChann'm;.:, “he made lis second
| visit to Europe, and settied in
lLondon as an artist. lle met

} with little suecess ; nay, was at a

|loss for the ‘means 'of procuring
| the nccessaries of life. Reflecting
one dayalmost with a feeling of
despération npon his condition,his
heart all at once was filled with
the hope that Ged would help
lam if only asked. Accordingly
lie locked his door, withdrew to a
corner of Nhis room, and threw
himself upon his knees in prayer.
| ITe was aroused by one kuocking
at'the door. He opened it to a
stranger, who anmonnced himselt
&8 the Marquis of Stafford, who
inquired if his painting of the an~
gle Uriel wassold? Receiving a
negative reply, the nobleman paid
him four hundred pounds for the
beautiful production; was =0
pleased that he introduced the
poor jainter to the leading nobil-
ity and gentry, and thus to ims
mediate fame and fortune. All-
ston néver' regarded this as a
mere happy coincidence ; the feel-
ing which led him to prayer and
‘the immediate relief, he looked
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| "Twas the eve before Christinas, |

|  “Good night” Lad Béch said,

' And Annie and Willie had erept into

bea;

| There were tears on their pillows,

! and tears in their cyes,

| And each little bosom was heavy

i with sichs,

| For to-nicht their sternfather’s com- |
_mand had been given, |

"That they should retirs precisely at

| seven,

him more
Vith questions unheard of than ever
before ; :
' He had told them he thought this
delusion a sin,
No such being as “Santa Claus”
ever had been,
And ke hoped, after this, he should
never more hear

{  with presents each year.

' And this was the reason that two |

little heads i

| S0 restlessly tossed on their soft

| downy beds,

Eigkt, nine, and the clock on the|

| _steeple tolled ten;

| Not a word had been spoken by
either till then,

When Willie's sad face from the
blanket did peep,

| And whispered, “ Dear Anmie, is you
fast asleep?”

“Why, no, brother Willie,” a sweet
voice replies,

“J've tried it in vain, but I ecan’t shut

|  my eyes; "

*I'I"or, somehow it makes me so sorry,

| because

Dear papa has said there is no ‘Santa
Claus;’ _

Now we know there is, and it égn't
be deniad

Fot be came every year befoia dear
madma died,

But then, I've been thinking tha
she nsod to pray,

And, God would hear everything
mamma would say.

And perhaps she asked Hia to send
Santa Cleus here,

brouglht every year.” :
“Well, why tan't we pray dest as

#8 the lowest.
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And {wo tiny hands were clasped
close to-each breast.

“ Now, Willie, you Inow we must
frmly believe

That the presenis we ask for we're
gure to receive ;

| But then I was troubled—my feel-

TWith the sacks fvll of present he |

g0 early to bed :

_ings found vent

For bank-stock to-day hLas gomne
down ten per cent,.

But. of course, they’ve forgot their
tronbles ere this,

And that I denied them the
thrice-asked-tfor kiss

But, just to make sure, T'll steal
up to their door,

For I never spoke harsh to my
darlings before.”

So raying, he softly ascended the
stairs. :

And arrived at the door to hea
both of their prayers :

His Annie’s “ bless papa” draws
forth the big tears,

And Willie’s grave promise falls
sweet on his ears,

“Strange, strange 1'd forgotten,”
said he with a sigh,

“ How I loneged, when a child, to
have Christmas draw nigh.”
“T'll atone for my harshness,” he

“inwardly said, \
“ By answering their prayers
I sleep in my bed.”
Ther he turned to the stairs and
softly went down, ,
Threw ofl velvet slippers and silk
dressing-gown,
Donned hat, coat and boots, and
was out in the street
A millionaire facing . the cold,
driving sleet,
Norstopped he had bought every-
thing,
From the box full of candy to the
tiny gold ring ;
Indeed, he kept adding so much
to his store,
That the various presents out-~
nambered a score. 8
Then homeward he tarned with
hiz holiday load,
Apd with Aunt Mary’s aid in the
' rarsery 'twas stowed ;
| Miss dolly was seated beneath a
pine tree; e
| By the side of a table spread out
t for Ler tea: '
A work-box w
tre was laid
And on it a ring, for which An-
nie had praved,
A soldier in umiform stood by a’
sled, .
“ With bright shining runners,
and all painted red.”
| There were balls, doge,-and hor-
ges, books pleasing fo see,
And birds of. all colors were

are

ell filled in the cen-

-

them should be;

And told in soft whispers, how
Annie had said,

That their dear, blessed mamma;
so long ago dead,

Used to kneel down and pray by
the side of her chair,

And that God up in Heaven had
answered her prayer;

“ Den we dot up and payed dust
as well as we tould,

And Dod answered our prayers,
now wasn't Ile dood ¥

“I should say that 1le was, if Ile |

sent yvou all these,

And knew just what presents my
children would please. -

(¢ Well, let him think so, the dear
little elf, '

"Twould be cruel to tell him I did
it myself.”)

Blind father! who caused your
stern heart to relent ?

And the hasty word spoken so
goon to repent.

'Twas the Being who bhade yon
steal softly up stairs

And made you his agent to an~

swer their prayers.

American Rural Home.
Sheep Husbandry.

IMPORTANCE OF ADAPTING EREEDS TO

" LOCALITY.

Sheep husbandry, as a science,
has made small progress 1 this
country. . Spasmodic cfforts have
been made from time to fime put

forward some particular breed, |

and to give it a prominence,, but
as yet ne well sustained -effort to
achieye a parttcular end has been

| systematically followed, as in

Great DBritain, for hundreds ot
years until the industries of the
country are snaped more or less

by, its sheep hasbandry. !

In a conntry of the limited. ex-
ferit of even fhe British Txles there
is found both a diversified soil and
climate. The exigencies of their
industries have eventnated in
shaping their farming largely to
the production of eheep-and woal
m specizal channels. A classifica-
tion of their sheep and wool weuid
Le to divide them into long. and
short woel, and mutton sheep.
The Leicester. or the long wool-

ed variety with its varions grades |

abounds, where grzin is cultivat-

' While Santa Claus, laoghing, |
stood up in the top,

You must wait just as still till I say
ths ¢ Amen,” :

And by that you will know that your
turn has come then.” . :

“Dear Jesus, look down
brother and me,

on my lHe thought for his tronble he had

| As if getting ready more presents

to drop. 4 vatindl
*And as the fond  father the pie-
ture surveved, =

! perched-in the tree; - 1

=9

;

amply been paid,
i

ed and the prodnction of herbage
for summer and winter keep 1Is
abundant, and around the great
centers of population On the
Down where - pasturage 18 scant]
and has to ;be  songht much

crosses prevail. In the moun-

poses, a flock of valuable sheep
‘may be built up, and at how cheap
a rate wool can be produced. As

the roaming Indian can be re-
strained, so that the introduction
of sheep husbandry and stock
raising generally can be carried
on safely, a new era must dawn
uj.on the food-producing resources
ot the eountry.

* As regards the impertance of
multiplying breeds by judicious
crossing, its utility is shown in
the practice of Australian wool-
growers. By making a cross with
cither the Soutiidown or the long-
wooled breeds, like the Cotswold
or the Liccester they have pro-
duced a long stapled weol, in
high repute and great demand for
shawls and delaines. Our flock-
masters will do well to follow the
hint thus given by their Austral-
1an friends.
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—;——-——-Odcbo-—— b

For making raisins, they wait
until the grape 18 fuily ripe, and
then carefully cut off the bunches

aud lay them either on a bard
| elay floor, formed in the open air,
| or on brown paper laid between
| the vine rows. They do not trim
' out poor grapes from the burches.
" because, as they assert, there are
| none ; but Isuspeet this:will have
Il to be done for the finest raisins,
such as would tempt a reluctant
' buyer. The bunchesreqguiretfrom
tcizhteen to twenty-loar days of
exposure in-the sun to be cared.
' During that time they are gently
'turned from time to time, and
' such asare earliest cured are at
Jcm,ce removed to a raisin-hounse.
'This is fitted with shelves, on
whicli the raisins are laid about a
 foot thick, and Liere they are al-
lowed to sweat a little. If they
sweat too much, the sugar cans
dics on the outside, and this de-
| teriorates the quality of the raisiu.
It.is an object to keep thie bloom
on the berries. They are kept in
' the raisin-honse, | believe, five or
six weeks, when they are dry
enough to bex.. Itis as yel cus-
tomary to put them in twentys
five poand boxes, but no doubt,
as more- experience is gained,
tarmers will ‘contrive other par-
cels. Chlinese do all the work in
raisin-making, and are paid §1 a

day, t supplying  themselves
with f::% " There is no rain dar-

ing the rmsin-making season, and

excrcise, the South-down and its kéonséquently the whole out-door

work may be done safely as well

soon, then, as the depredations of

Raisin-Yaking in California.

end of his Jite.—Rer. Jokn Wavgh,

e+ <G F § B——
'Two Bales of cotion on one
Acre. '

Thomas II. Sandidge, near
Brownsville, Hinds county, Miss.,
put sixteen one~horse cart-loads
of a compost of scrapings of the
cow lot, cotton seed and decayed
vegetables from the bottom of a
pond, on one acre of land. When
preparing the land to plant, he
scattered _sixty bushels of green
cotton seed along the centre fur-
row, and bleded to them, cultivated
in. the -usual way. Ile planted
the common seed he had been
using for eighteen years. Ie-
sult: The first picking, which was
| finished on the 19th of Septem-
ber, 2025 pounds, lcaving at least
10890 poundas to open by the next
| picking. " The yield will be over
| two bales to this acre of land, at a
' cost for extra laber and manure
of not exceedfing six or seven.dol-
lars. The surrounding land of
the same kind, (ordinary Ilinds
county hill land,) will make abont
i about half 'a bale witheut ma-
| nure.— Farmers Vindicator.
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Fence Posts.

A writer says: “Take boiled
linseed o1, and stir in pulverized
charcoul to the consistency of
pait. Pat a coat of this over the
timber, and there is not a man
i who will live long enough to sce
lit-rotten. I have taken out bass-
| wood posts, after having becn set
| seven years, that were as sound
‘as when first putinto the ground. .
{ The posts can- be. prepared for
less than two cents apiece. They
Ishould be well seasoned before
' the oil and charoal are applied.”

—— e p——r ® 4 G § P ——

A Periect Waterproeol

|

e

The following recipe, taken
from an English paper, is said to
make good Scottish tweed entire-
Iy imperviors" to rain: “In a
buecket ot soft water put a halfa
pound of sugar of lead and halr a
pound of powdered zlum; stir
thisat intervals until it becomes
eieat’; then pour it off into anoth-
enbucket; and put the garment
therin; letit be tweety-four hours,
and then hang it up to dry witn-
out wringmg it.”’

* <4ED> ¢ E———

Have the.courageto be ignos
rant of a.great number of thmgs,
in order to avoid the calamity of
being ignorant of everything.

L 4 j. ¥
~ Neyer mind where you work;
‘care more about how youn werk.

tainous regions of Scotland, a

as cheaply.— Moore’s Rural.

Never uind ‘who'sees, if God ap-

proves. o




