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bt just wars, There vortainly are, bat il was the
remark of nn eminent persop, Dot many years ago,
on the other side of the Atlantic, that it was one
of the groatest reproaches o human pature that
wirs were somglimes necessary.  The defence of
nalions somclimes causes a war against the in-
Jjuslice of oiher natiopd o v
Now, sir, in this stale of sentiment upon the
goneral nature of glayery Ties the cause of a great
portiua of those uchappy divisions, exasporations,
und reprosches whiagu ind vent and support in
different of the Union. Rluvery does oxist
in the United States. It did pxist? in the Siates
befute the adoption of this coustitution, and n:!
that time,
_And pow lot - us'consider, ‘sir, for & momient,

ut wils the state of sentiment North and South
in rognrd 1o ahr:{;,lt the timo this danslitation

i et , :

L]

ruyen: 90 o aveawon oW

remenrch buck to that day, and

opimions by authentic records still

us, that there was na great divemsity

belween the Noth and the Soath

jeet of slovery, nod it will be found” ths

parts of the country held it equally an

moral and paliticsl evil. = It I;le be

cither at the North or st the South

much, though there was some, invegl

slavery as inhuman and eruel.  The great

of objeetion to it was political ; thas i 4

the socidl fabrie; that, tuking the &n _
Iy

¥
akbned

productive ; and therefore we find from all
emivent men of Abe time the clesrest
wir opinion, thot slayery was an
ascribed it, not without truth, and set
acerbity of tamper und fores of
the Injurious policy of the mother
1o favar the navigator, had
evile gpon the colonies. | need
bir, 10 the publientions of the day.
1érs of history on the record, The
men, the most cminent wen and nesrly all
conspictious of the South, beld (be same
ments ; (hat slavery wasan evil, a blight, o bis
a mildew, & scourge, aud & purse. are g
terma of reprobation of slavery so )
the North of that duy o5 in the South. The
was nol 80 much exciied agsinet it as the L
and the reason is, [ suppose, becagse thers was
wuck lews al the North, and the prople did B

see, or thisk thay saw, the evil s F'-ﬂ
as they were sonn, or thoaght to be seen, o
South

Theo, sir, when the constitution was framed,
this was the fight in which the Convention view-
ed [}

The Cunvenlion h‘ﬂ-‘.‘-’ the jod s
| and sentiments of the Erest men of lL ‘:5

A member of the other House, whom [ havess
the honor 1o know, in & peent spooch has eolles-
tod extracts [ om Lhese public dosument,

piove the wulh of what ] am saying, snd the
juestion then was, how w deal with it, and bow
o dea! with it s 20 ewil ! Weill, lLe’ m‘ L
this gesersl result. They thooght that sleveiy
could oot be continued i the couniry il the i

posialen ol slares were made to cesse, and there
('
might be prevested by (be sct of the

Twenly years was

by some gentlcrase, & Northern Flm
Wiok, and many of the Soathern gentienmen op-
pcd it ma being too long. Mr. Madison o -
warm l'.'msl it. He wd
ng too mach of Gin mischief into tee
the umportation of slaves for
Begause we must take

i weukd
counlry ko
vach o )
with

\be cons
ton of sJives oe

tply h
woild grodualiy % car ont. m
It way sl beiwprper hare to sliede to

almost said, eclebented opimion of Me. Madi-
son. You observe, sic, 1hat ihe torm slave o
slavery Is pot used in the constitution,  Thi con-
shilulion does pod roquire that fugrive slaves™
shall be delivired up.  Luroguiives that #
bonnd 10 serviee 1 wpe Blate, and inte
another, shall be delivered wp™ My, Madicon
opposed the introduciion of the lerm slave or she-
very o the eonstitution , for he said be did .ot
wigh i we i nreed b! ihe comdtitution « T
Ameriaa that there could 1 -

this—eonclirrent  and cUtleporanecte—is o

el shinadera L _sufhcwntly »:
Tha Coateation for fra this eon-
stitution assembled in Philadelphin in May, scd
sal untl] Beptember, 1 787, . During sll thet e
the Coagross of the United States was in sossion
b New Yok T was 8 matter of design, aa we
koow, that the Convention should set assemble
i the sime city where Congrass was ng its _
sessions.  Almost all the public men of the sous-
try . therefore, of distinction and eminenés, Wware

[ 1 oue or the other of these twe sssemblios ; nnd
{ 1 think it Ila}-pv:\rd in some instances that the

sime gentlemen were members of both, W I
mistike not, such was the caie uf Mr, M-!‘q, .
then a membér of Congress from Mussachusetts, Y.
and ot the same lime & meniber of the Conven- .
tott Lo frame the contitution from that Siate, ﬁ-
Now, it was in the summer of 1787, the e
h'wfr"_. )
1787, j

b
'

7T T oS UGN 1T e v pidssions | e whienthe- t‘nrwhmﬁ'm'mm"ﬂ" 5t

framing s comtitution, that the
New Yokl was framing the ordinance

r

the very duy, en which these questions’ mbe o 1
the imputation of «laves and the charsoter of slpe 4 ¥
very were debated in the Conveytion st % 1
phin. And, 50 far ns we w leamn, 9y 7

wak a perfeot conourrence &
L)

ordihance of 1787, excluding duvery s applied
to all the territory over which the Congress'of

the Udited States had jurisdidtion, and wis

all the territory northwest of the Obio.

years before, Vieginia and other States had mi

= ¥v. 3
i

A cession of abnt great leititory to the

nover refleet upon it without u disposition to de

hopor wnd jostice—and justice would be the

of ber northwestern terdtory.. T will say, s, &

is one of her Tuirest clnims to the respoot and gra-
it

it only second to thut other elaim whi

to her; that in her vaunsels, and from

procecded the first idea put into- ~

formution of a generul contitution of the U

thus to the whole territory over which the

gress of the United Btales had jorisdiotion. 18

stitution of the United States went into

its passage, while the Constitution of the

Hiates, having been framed, was tobe

then n Government tobe i

This ordinance, then, was in

Stites. ~ And a most magnificent net it was,” 1

highest honor—10 Virginia for that net of cession

titude of the United Bintes; and thst

ligence and-patriotist o ber leadi

States.  Now, sir, the ordinance of 1787

was adopted nearly three yenrs before the Ogw=

becanse the ordinance took effeet i i

Statos to be adapted by their >

when the constitution was mun iy
0.




