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From the Charleston Codrer.
o 3 _!‘!‘f‘!é? EXEUCTION,
. Kinsrox, N. C., January 15, 1868, -

Sinoe my last the monotony of Kinston life has
been relieved by one of those terrible soenca inei-

dent to drmy osganisation, and, unfortusately, of

100 eot occurrence—a military execution.

A
e volting is vommon to s!l natdres that

have wed by the associatious of cawp ;
aod mdi:;lm a mournful cortdle consist-

- ing of & rude wagen drawn by a pair of mules, a

snd looking prisouer with his hands tied behind
him, and & dogen troopers as s gusrd, passed
through the streets, it sood gath¢red in its train
a y erowd of black sad white, who followed
i Fma-lon to the of exocution.

The nawe of the culprit was Michsel Bryant,
of the 63d Regiment of North Carolina Cavalry ;
his age, about thirty.six ; and bis offlence, deser-
tion—not, however, to the ranks of the ememy.
Arfested he was duly tried by & Court Martial,
aud it being necessary that sa example should
be made to cheok a growing evil in the army, he
was sentenced to be ‘‘shot to death.” It was
not until the morning of his execution that the

poor_fellow became aware of the day or houry

that was to terminate his eareer, but he bad

evidently boen prepared for the orisis, and
when the fact was announced, it fell upon a heart

nerved to brave death come in what shape it
wight. And this com never left him.
eaching the place of execution, which was

in a field adjoining the encawpment of his old
command, the curtege halted ia front of an omio-
ious lovking black eoffin, behind whieh was a
stake. The guard alighted, and the prisoner,
strong aod buoyant as if he was the least amoog
the actors of the drama, also leaped lighuy from
the vohicle and took his seat wpoo the narrow
box that was so soon to eaclose him forever. An
oficer then advanced and bouod him by the arms
firmly with his back to thé stake. [ vow had
opportunity, of observing thé prisoner more close-
iy. He was clad in an every day suit of eiti-
zens’ clothes, with his pautaloons carelessly tuck-

ed in the top of dvis boots, sud s he sat there, | prej

watching the p:eparations for the tragedy, look-
tug upon the faces of his old comrades with whow
lie had been associated in camp snd Beld, slone
and belpless, with the agony of death o near, and
eternity already opening 1o his vision, the ace-
test observer would have failed to detect the fuint-
est indications of wemor on his persoo. Stern,
sirong, ealws ae & statue be waited uatil the regi-
went, ou foot, was filed into pauuon before him.
*After & lapse of five or six minutes, came the
squad of twelve, who wese to act as his execution-
ers, and stood twelve p distant. The Adju-
tant of the Regiment thén advanced and read the
verdict of the court martial. This done, one of
the guard approached to tie a handkerchief over
the face of the prisoner. Then, for the first
time, did I wotiee naything in his bearing which
seemed to indicate that he was not already total.
ly dead to feeling. A glemoe of Lis eyes to the
tHeavens, as if he was invoking Divine m‘t:ay, A
barely perceptible change of countenance, au
expression of unutterable ssdnens, told of a fear.
ful strugglo that wes going oo within, A mo.
ment's pagse, and the officer in command, in »
low tone, gave the order, ‘ Ready ! aim ! (twelve
rifles, six wish blaok cartridges, were beariag on
the prisoner's heart, and the click of the twelve
trigger's leftbut a secopd betwoen life and death, )
fire!”. v - .
Hardly bad the smothered word issued from
the lips when the body of -the unfortunate wan,
pierced by six balls, shrunk convulsively from the
shock, the head dropped upon the breast, and a
~deep sigh-told-of wn ebbiughife. The ,
the regiment now advauced to feel the pulse, and
at the samg iostant the Colonel exclaimed, * At
teution.”’

d . curiosity to seck wnd witoess what-|.

Half a minute had already elapsed, |

[ the God who gave it. :

had entered at the base of the néck, two the left
and three the right side. The coffin was then
opened, the body enclosed, and, in half an hour,
all that remain
under ground.

The following General Order on the subject
has been published to-day : |
Heanquanters Cavarry Brigape,

. January 15, 1863. ~ |
[Grwamar Omz ]

It becomes the painful daty of the General
-Commanding to announce to his brizade that
yesterday, the 14th inst, in accordance withi the
sentence of the Court Martial, Michael Bryant
Company D, Sixty third Regiment North Caro-
lioa Cavalry; was shot to death for desertion.
He did not desert to the enemy. He comunitted
no greater offence than scores of his brigade, now
at their hores, are committing. Tmpressed with
the sacredness of the cguse we are defending, and
the fach that success deperids upon the individ-
usl exertion of every soldier engaged in its be.
hyf, the General Commanding wishes it to be un-
derstood that he will spare no cffort in_bringing
t trial allthe base and cowardly traitors wheo,
without th dow of authority or excuse, have
sbesented themsclves from their coramands, All
officers and good citizens are requested to asaist
in arpesting these men g0 that they can be pun-
ished as the law directs By order of
o+ Brig. Uen. B. H. ROBERTSON.

Whtle a military cxecution, especially where
the victim is one who has been an associate, is &
tervible spectacle to witness, the time seoms (o
have arrived when our (enerals acting in ¢on-
cert, have determined to resort to the bloody ne-
sessity sx often as circumstances mway demand.
Desertions have become un every duy occurrence,
and commands are being rapidly decimated from
this cause alone. Straggling on the field is here-
after to be made punishabie with death, and on
the absentee, without leave, will fall the same
awfa! doom. A general order on this subject,
repared in the foreible language of Major Saw-

uel W. Melton of York District, the Assistant
Adjutant General of General G. W, Smith, Chief
of this Department, bas been published, and
thers is ne doubt that from the vigorous measures
provided, we shall reap benchicial resuits.

The following are the opening paragraphs of
the order : Qur victories have with few qxcep-
tions been rendered fruitless, the wat prolonged
and thousands of lives sacrificed by the cowardly
acd disgraceful habit of straggliog ; and the strag-
gler has become a traitor and an encmy to his
country, more deadly and despicable than the
vilest among the borde of igvaders.

We are about to enter upon a campaign despe-
rate in the comparison of numbers, and all inpor-
tant to the eause, in which cvery man, without
exception, must do his duty. An appeal to the
brave and constant is uncalled for. The coward
and straggler will abandon his post at kis peril.

Then follows the various orders, one of which
in, that ¢ in every instance where an officer or
wan ou the battle field refuses to return prowpt-
ly to his post, the prowost guard is authoriezd,
and the members thereof aro hereby peremptori-
ly commanded,.t@fire upon him. If he escape
the fire of the guard, he will be brought to sum-
mary trial, and if found guilty of being absent

‘death.”

—_——

at hard labor for onc month ;_private William 1%

~bat-at 1bxt-1rnr&t?!d dying man raised his ban-

—iwged hiead, and, 43 if he wis piercing through
the darkness to take along last look at the fading
world, slowly turned it from side to side. Then
droppingit upon hisbreast, it rested there for sev-

_ ¢ralsegonds, while theawe-stricken spectatorslook-
ed on with wsilence that was disturbed only by
the rustling wind. Again it arose and fell, and
again, and again, until Gnally theshert spasmod-
ic gasps, suocceded by u deathlike repose, show-
¢d that the soul of the deserter had retarned to

- } 3

e L.

Jordan, company I, 43d North Carolina, charse,

with the letter D, in the presende of the brigade,

charge, desertion to receiye thirt ~nine lashes on

| On examising.the-bodys-E-found-thatone-bail]

of Michael Bryant was six feet:

the mz, to be branded in the left band with the
Hetter 1), and to bo put to hard labor in Richmoud
with ball and chain, for the balance of ‘the war ;
[private Andrew Miller, company F, 82d North
| Uaroling, charge desertion, acquitted ; private
Gieorge Bams, company F, 45th North Carolina,
charge, desertion, found ngt guilly of deser-
tion, but guilty of absence without leave, sen-
tenced to hard, Jabor with ball and chain
every alteroate ten days for sixty days, to be in
solitary confinement in the intervals, and te for-
feit two months pay ; private James Hill, compa-
oy A, 45th North Carolina, charge, desertion,
found not uilty of desertion, but guilty of ab-
sence without leave sentenced to twenty-five days

bard labor with ball and chain, or Lloek and chain §

and seven days solitary confinemeut on bread and
water; private John Warwick, company 13, 43d
North Carolina, charge desertion, to receive thirty-
nive lashes on his bare back, in presence of the
brigade to which he beloogs aud thag he then
be sent to Richmond and put to his , shee-
making, for the balance ufp the war, wearing -at
the same time a ball and chain ; private Lotenso
D. Williams, company F, 45th North Carolina
troops charge, desertion, but guilty of absence
without leave, sentenced to-hard labor with balk{
and chain every alternate ten days for sixty days
and to bein close confinement in t einterra{q, pri-
vate John. 8. Wilson, company F,45th North |
Carolina, charge, desertion ; the court adjudged |
bim of unsound mind, and recommends his dis-
charge from the service ;jDavid Holly, eompany
D, 50th North Cargliea ; charge desertion ; sen-
tenced to reccive fifty lashes on his bare back;
and to be branded in the left band with the Jet-
ter D, in prescoce of the brigade to which he
belonged, and to be in close confintent for thirty
days the first and last ten days on bread and wa-
ter ; private DBryant Knott, company D, 55th
North Carolina, charge, absent without leuve ; to
forfeit all pay now due him and toibe in close
confinement for thirty days, the first and last ten
on bread and water, private George W. Nelson,
company D,—15th North Carolina, absent with-
out leave ; to thirty days close confinement, the
first and last ten on bread ond water; private
Milton Fulp, company B, 45th North Carolina,
charge, absent without leave ; to fourteen days soli-
tary confinement un bread and water, to be buck-
ed-at the beginning of each week of this time
in the presence of his Regiment on dress parade ;
private John W. Earles, company G, 50th North
Carolioa, charge, desertion; to receive twenty
lashes on his bare back, to be branded ia the left
hand with the letter D, and to bein solitary con-
finement on bread and water for fourteen days;
Licutenant John, Davis, 32d North Carolina,
oharge,-conduet-prejudicial “to good order and”
military discipline, and disobedience of orders,
to be reprimanded by his Colonel in the pres.
ence of the officers of the regiment to which he
belongs ; private William Watter, charged with
being absent without leave, to hard labour for
six wonths with ball aud chaio, and to be buck-
ed every Sunday during this time in presence of
his regiment, either at inspection or dress parade ;
private B. Harden, company I, 50th Narth Caro-
lina, charged with being absent without leave, to
fourteen days solitary covfinement on bread and
water , private Jasper Thomas, company F, 50th
North Carolina, charged with desertion, to receive
thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, to be Lrand.
ed in the left hand with the letter D, and to be

without proper authority, will be punished with | put at hard labpur for six months on Government

Nortlt Carolina regiment, charge, absent without |
leave, to be sént back to-his-regiment; and put;

desertion, %o receive thirty nine lashes on his | post will proveed at once to carry out the sentences.
bare back, and to be branded in the lefc ll:nu!i' s

jeeted years 13, nays 27,

bare beok every three month for the period of!

work with ball and chain ; private George H.

. - | Montford of Captain William D. Dabney’s heavy |-
Tk FINDING OF TUE GENERAL Count MAg- | artillcry, charged with being absentwithout
t1AL~—Tle following are some of the findings | leave, and conduct preju.d:cm'. to.good order and
of the General Court martial held at the Head- ¢ militiry dis®ipline, acquitted ; Lieutenant Jesse |
quarters; - Richmond, fofth- prosentmontt " T Ferguton, charzéd with disobedience of orders,
Private Jeremiah E. Moore, company I, 45th | and conduct prejudicial to good order and wili-
tary discipline, to be suspended from cumnmud‘
and-pay for-onemonth. =
|.. The shove prigonersare-mostly confired i

ffastle Thunder, and the commmandant of the |

In the Scoate, ot Thursday, the ten regiment

BLAVES,

before the Dewgoratio Associativo at New York,
on the 20¢h ins:. )
In the course of his address he maid: * The

in a of “concilistion.”” (Great applause,
and eries of “ Peace! peace ) ¢« There bad

in the field, and- there had not been a military
man at the head of the armies. How ocould the
North ever expeet to suceeed in a military point
of view, agaiost Jeflerson Davis. (Cheers.) If
the white nan of the North cannot save the Re-
public, then I would ratber bave the white wan
of the North subjugated by the white man of the
South, than to owe the salvation of the North to
the negro.” (Imwense applause, after which

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

ringer, the Commouer from- Montgomery, effce-
tually puts to rest the report that a movement,
looking to a reconstruction of the old Uniow, was
about to be made in thst counnty: -

Raveiau, N. C.; Jan, 22, 1863,

W. W. HoLpen : Sir—We seg in the papers
of this city, sn exiract from an srticle in the
Wadesboro’ Argus, stating that it was ramored
that certain persons in Montgomery county were
in favor of a reconstruction of the Union, and
that certain persofis werc expected to sddrees
them in public meeting.

We feol authorized to state that said rumor is
entirely false and slanderous as to the eitizsens of
Montgomery vounty, and excepting a mere squad,
not enough to form a corporal's guard, there are
no peopie more loyal and patriotic shan the oiti-
zens of Montgomery ; and they are the very Jast
people who would be in favor of a reconstrustion
of the Union, under any cirenmstances whatever.

Montgomery county, vut of & voting population
of betwéen nine hundred and a thousand, has
sent about cight handred able bodied soldiers to
to the army, and has lost many of Mer best sons
on the bleody field, in the defence of oar counatry.

Yours truly,
C.'W. WOOLEY,
E. G. BABRINGER,

In Craracrer.—It is our deliberate opinion,
formed after some observation, that nine-tenths
-of she speculators and extoriivuers inthe sountry
were original secessionists. Many of them woyo
bankrupts, and they have availed themselves of
the condition of the times and the necessitics
of the poor, to amass fortunes.” A friend writing
us from the army, says :

My wifo writes me that she has to pay $30
per barrel for flour, and gets it from the man who
raiscd the first secession flag in our neighborhood.
Ile is a fine looking man, but has been pronoun-
ced physically unable to perform military duty.

This individual, like hundreds of the same
stamp, Is strong and healthy enough to speculate,
but be is weak iu she back whem called upon to
fight in a war which he aided i bringing on.

[]L’uim'yh Standard.

iy .

The Greenville Banner says: “We have a
score of idle boys about this town, who do noth-
ing but spin street yarn fromavorningtill night
“Sirotel Tivwp™ When theyirow up, says the
Chattanooga Rebel.

= ——FATR NOTICE.

T FORWARN ALL TERSONS \GAINST TRAD-
ingz for & Note oiven to JOUN RUSCOE, for the

Rent of the MANSION HOUSE (in Wadesborough,

N. C,) also the Fareiture, anl bire of Two Negroes.

Sall note beeame dud the 15t of January, 1861. It

s signed by B, M. Robesouand Joky Evans, My res-

and to.be put at hard labor ou the public warks | Lill was considered on its second reading and re- | son for mdvertising the note, is, that I have » large
for three months with ball and chain weighing | :

twelve pounds, attached to the lef leg; private |7 oo
I.. B. Seymour, company K. 50th North Carolina, 1

disconut  offer iu paywent, and am ready and anx-

| 10us tur & settlement, and Lave been-for a counsidera- -

ble time; but Teing in the serviee of my couutry,
am not at libérty, st all times, to atbend to private
maltors 8. H. ROBESON,

P ALLKINDS, GOTTEN UI' AND FOR SALE

at the Aigos Qflice,

.(k'

Jan :.’:3._13!'»3. Camp pear Adamds Run, 8. C,

war period has ‘practically ended, and we are now -

been nothing but interference with the Gemerals -

three cieess.for the Jast sentiment were given.)’

The following Card from Mr, Wooley, the Sen- -
ator from Moor ai'd Montgomery, and Mr. Bar- -

If that's so, they will be in u fuie way-to-—

¢ HmlA.. Oaxiy HaLr delivered ap pddress - :
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