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g1on of the United States, relative to
> powers of congress, which, if adopt-
.d, will prove highly injurious to the
interests of the nation.

Since the passage of the resolutions
under consideration, the subject matter
of them has been so amply discussed in
the congress of the Unitgd States, as to
render it at this time, an unnecessary
and useless labour to assign and illus-
trate, at large, the reasons why this le-
gislature ought not to give its assent to
them.

Noetwithstanding the reasoning of the
Yegislature of the state of Virginia, on
on the language of the constitution, the
committee has full confidence, that the

power to prescribe the prohibition of
slavery, as a condition of the admission
of new states into the Union, is vested
in congress by a fair interpretation of the

language of that instrument.

The argument, chiefly relied on, is,
that the prescribing such condition by
congress is inconsistent with the sove-
reignty of the state to be admitted, and
Itis
admitted that  congress, if the appli-
cant for admission into the Union had no
right whatever to demand it, as would
be the case of an independent state mak-
ing such application, might pyovide for

its equality with the other states.

the admiss
performance of precedent
not impairing its sovereignty.”
as the territory of Missourn had no righ
to demand admission, the only questior
is, whether the right 1o estahlish slave
ry ai hintheir respective limits is essen

couditions
If so

tial to that sovereignty, which is cujoyed

by the different states of the Urion un

der the constitution of the United States.
For evidence that such rizht is not es-
sential to their sovereignty, an appeal
might be made not only to the solemn
assertion of the unalienable right of all

men to freedom, announced in the de

claration of our national independence,
and which is adopted ameong the funda-

mental principles of many of the stat

governments, and to the reiterated acts

of the general government, in admittin

into the Union the new states with a pro-

hibition of slavery, but also to the er

lightened judgment of wise and guod

men of all countries.

Slavery is prohibited by the immuta-
ble law of nature, which is obligatory as
The es-

well on states as individuals.
tablishing or permitting slavery by

state, being thus morally wrong, the
right to do it, instead of being essential
to ils sovereignty, cannot cxist; except
only in cases where slavery being alrea-
dy introduced cannot be suddeniy abo-
lished, without great danger to the com-

munity. Under such circumstances,
must of necessity be tolerated foratim
as the sole means of sell preservatign,

The painful necessity, may justify the

temporary continuance of slavery in ce
tain states ol the Unlon, where it no

exi-i~.—But in the opinion of the aAxs-
To=R et L0 NIEw ly

nothine ~~-

As lar as it may affect the
ty of a naticn, no material d;
perceived between the

mittee

sovereipgn
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on a traffic in slaves with a foreien coun-
try assenting theretu, and the case of its
right to acquire in any othgr way, and
retain slaves within its own limits. And
yet several independent nations, and our

own amoig others, have, without any

suspicion ob injuiy to their rieins of so-

vereigntyy, boand themselves by treaty
stipulat:or s, furcver to prohinit that mon-
sirous ‘raffic.  Have they thereby jost
what is essential 1o their sovereign:y?

If from the generality and cop- ise-

ness of the terms, used in the federal
cons'itution, any deubt remained as to
their true construction, in relation to
the power of congress, in the particular
under consideration, such douht would
be remaoved on examining the condition
of the territory, belonsing 1o the United
States, at the time of the adoption of the
consututivn, and the obligation they were
utirler to form the same into staes, 1o
be admiitted 1to the Union,

After the United States had, by the
treaty with Great Britain, and by ;; ces.
sion from Virginia and certuin other
stars of their claims, acquired an in-
disputed title to the teriitory north-
west £ the river Ohio, they passed the
ordinancs of 1787, for rh\}ll.u-;j that ter-
ritory inte states, and for their admission
into the Union,  The ordinance s en-
titled ¢ articizs of compact between the
original states wnd the people and states
within the suid rerritory forever to re
main unalterable.* [y n'-;_mw. the object
and design to be « for extending the
funlamental principles of religious I
berty, w-m{;h form ue basis whercon
thes® rewhllt,\. their hws, and consti.
1utions are ereated; 10 fic and cstallish
those pripciples, as the bavs of all laws,
;_.,nqieuxym. and governmems, whicl,
forever hrereafier snall be formed in said

territory; to provide also for the esiz-
blishment of the states and a gusernment
1'}111'71..". aud for their admission nto a
sharc in the federai v

311’1 of such state upon the

flerence -2
_ it
surrencers its supposcd richt to carry

act of s legislature. The states men-
tioned in the ordinance, and in which
slavery was to be forever prohibited,
were still to be admitted on an equal
fuoting with the original states. Of
course, the prohibition of slavery was
not supposed to be incompatible with
their sovereignty.

The U. States having thus pledged
their faith and bound themselves 1o ad-
mit these states into the Union, with a
perpetual  prohibition of slavery, it
would scem to be impossibie that the
constitution, which was soon after form-
ed, and certainly with a full knowledge
of the ordinance, should not have been
intended and understocd to coufer on
congress the requisite power to perform
the obligations.

In further proof that the constitution
must have been so understood, might
be cited the act expressly confirming

congress under the constitution. “Io con-
formity with this understanding of the
constitution, have the states north-west
of the river Ohio been admitted into the
Union, subject to a perpetual prohibi
tion of slavery.

situations, has been pleased to pre-
. | scrive.

.
t
1

drawn intu question.
It must be

- | was the irue intent.
which forme
e | that time in the national councils.
4
1- | fure doubted that they were on an equa
footing with the original states, or tha

their sovereignty.

The legislature of Virginia attribute
this early construction of the constuu
a | tion, so uniformly followed by the gene
the states, to the score ol misapprehen
sion. And an ntimation seems to b

the conditions and stipulations, on whic
they were admitted, and which wer
solemunly ratified hy them, are of n
binding force.
cy of such a doctrine is too apparent t
need comment, B}
<P Vir
. ‘;I;;}I‘;‘ ._lu,lﬁ-ljj., ct addresse
< Vhgly to th ir interey
feelings.”  If \he .0
long sewtled « .
tution, i = Patticular of great national
~cfnment, may, in a moment of ex-
[ citement, be set aside in favour of sup-

it
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usly just and
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ingenuity of reasoning, no ground of se-
curity will remain for the equal rights
of the states; and the foundation of the
Uuion itself may be <haken,

congress o prevent the extention of sla-
very to new states is attempted to be
raised from the general scope of the
constitution, and from the nature of our
free institutions.  The legislature of
Viiginia says, ¢ It czn never be beliey-
v that an assoclauon of free and inde-
pendent states, furmed ior the purpose
of general defence, of establishing jus
tice, and of securing the blessinegs of
liberty to themselves and their posteri-
tyy ever contemplated the acquisition ol
territory Ior the purpose of establishing
and perpetusting for others and their
posterity, that colonial bondage against
which they themselves had so lately re-
volted.” “ Power may enslave them.
(the inhabitants of territories) Tonger,
but the laws of nature and of jJustice, the
genius of our poliical institutions, and
our ewn example, proclaim their title to
break their bouds and assert their fiee-
dem.” Can this have been intended for
calm reasoning, to convinee the under-
stundings of those

¢ Whom 1L purports

to be addressed, or was it e signed to

- . P oy - i 1
produce an ¢flect on the feclings and
conduct of the

tants of the terri-
then demanding ad.
fe Union?—=It is hoped it
will never be Lelieved, that this associa-
tion of free states, furmed for the noble
purposcs above stated, ever contemplat-
¢ the acquisition of territory for the
purpose of establishing or extending
bendage of any kind,
If the constitution gives to congress
the power in question, it is not perceiy-
ed that thgre is any stipulation in the
treaty, ceding Louisiana to the United
States, that furbids the exercise of it,
in providing for the admission into the
Union of the territory of Missouri. The
provision of the treaty, which is sup-

tory of Missogri,
mission into

-~ IL&I.J;.<‘“\J
footing with the original sfetcs, "
carly a period as may be consist. it .‘k
the ‘;(:m ral intorest.”” It uhen provie

s one of the arucles o remasin forevil
le, that ¢ there
yraanvoluntary servitu
rv.'—=The state of
cr

1t
Al

er hall be
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posed to impose on congress the obli-
pation of admiuting that territory, un-
sonditonally, is the following: « The
habitants of the ceded territo all
incorporated into the Uni the
States, and admitted a¥ soon as

ling to the principles of

Lution, to the enjoy-

2 advantages and

this ordinance, among the first doings of

Most of the other new
states have likewise been admitted on
such conditions, as congress, deeming
them to be suitable to their respective

This being the construction given to
the constitution immediately after its
adoption, and which has been acted up-
on without opposition, and acquiesced
in for more than thirty years, it was not
to have been expected, that its correct-
ness would at this iate period, have been

recollected that tlas co-
temporaneous construction of the con-
stitution was made by those, who bhad
the best possible means of knowing what
Many of the dis-
unguished members of he convention,
the constitution. were at
Neither these states themselves, so

admitted on prescribed conditions, not
any body in their benalf, have hereto-

they enjoyed all the rights essential to

ral government, and acquicsced in by

given to the newly admitted stares, that

T]IQ dangmuus tenden-

"5 11 as their

-«fuction of the consti-

posed doubts, raised by the excess of

An argument against the power of

States” It is not believed that this
provision can have any effect w

on the question. The admission into
the Union, is to be according to the
principles of the constitution. If con-
gress may, according to those princi-
ples, make the prohibition of slavery a
condition of the admission, then sur_ci.y
the admission, subject to that prohibi-
tion, cannot be at variance with the prin-
ciples.

The rights mentioned in the treaty,
are such asare conferred by the consti-
tution of the United States on its citi-
zens, among which the right to hold
slaves (if such right there be) is not one.
Admiuing, subject to the proposed in-
hibition of slavery, the inhabitants of
Missouri would have enjoyed the same
rights as citizens of the United States,
as do the citizens of the states on the
north side of the river Obio, or as do
the citizens of ether states where slave-
ry is not tolerated, and who, as is hoped,
will not soon be convinced that they do
not enjoy all the rights appertaining to
‘a citizen of the United States.

To avoid this conclusion, the legisla-
ture of Virginigcontends, that the clause
“ accordit g tokhe principles of the fe-
deral constitution,” is no more than a
qualification of the time of admission.
But the constituton neither states nor
even alludes to agy principle whatever,
to designate or d:termine the time for
the admission of 1 new state. Such con-
struction of thos words would there-
lfore render then wholly inoperative,
and must consequently be rejected.

The toleratior of slavery in a portion
of sur common country, has long fur-
nished matter of reproach on our nation-
al character.—~Srong lopes were en-
tertained, that imstead of the zeal now
shown for cnlarging the sphere of i
baneful opcratios, suitable measures
would have been adopted for its gradual
abolition. Congess, having the power.
is bound by consicerations of justice and
humanity, and bya regard to the gene-
ral welfare of tle nation, to prevemt
the further extemion of this evil.

The attempt towrest this power from
| | congress, affords just cause of alarm.
+ | Itis apparent that slavery creates ha-
bits and interests peculiar to the states
tolerating 1t, and that 1. constitutes be-
tween them a irong bond of union.
[o this causc is v be attributed the un-
paralleled unaninity of every senator
and rep escntatie of the slaveholding
states, on the passng of the late act by
congres-, affccting this subject,

Suruld this odhus bond of union be

5

¢

h ! permitted to be «tended, without op-
e | pusition, 1t Wil .0on produce such a
(i}

combination of pdutical power, as may

be sufficient By THPESHBENY? Gaptg),al!
the AR constitution, a “isproportion-
~te share of politicai power is conceded
to the slave hoiding siares, on account
of their slaves Aid although the equi-
valent, piven 1o tie states not tolerating
slavery, lasin a great degree failed, by
reason ol the goverument’s seldom re-
sorting to dircet taxation for revenue,
yet no complaint is made, while the ad-
vaniage is confined to the original state s,
the parties tc the compact, or even to
the new states formed out of territory,
not included within the original limits
of the United States, have no claim 10
this advantage.—And the granting of it
to them, when nothing in their situation
renders it necessary, is an act of injus

tice towards the states not allowing sla-
very, and which if persevered i, may
in the end, destroy their just share of
power and influence in the general g2o-
vernment, and endanger their atcurit'y.

(4}
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Which said veport was approved and
agreed 1o, us expressing the opinion of
this lewislature.  Therefore,

Reaolved, by the Semate and Hoyse of
Fenfatrves g 1 -
the

_ _ Repre-
vencrad Conurt convened, That in
prvan of this legislature the cungress of
the United States has, by the eonsutution, the
right, in adma NEg new states into the I'r:mn,

to prescribe the prehibition r-fqllu‘l':, as ane
of thie conditions, on which such state shiall be
admitted

That in the case of Missouri, to which, hy
the preamble and resolutions of the g--n;-rﬂ
ussembly of Virginia, the attention of thig |e.
K3 ature Las been caljed, that right remained
m full foree, unin patfed either by the ln:a'\.
under which that e Ihitory was acquire
any subsequent acts of the E .
men!

That in the opition af this begislatyre the
existence of slave ry within the United S‘utgg
1% @ great moral as well as political evil
toleratiun of which can be Justified by n
sity alone, and that the furthe
ought to be prevented, by the
of the power vested in the ge
ment :

Lterolved, That the governor of this state
be requested to transmit « copy of the furego-

INg report and resolutions to the poy
the state of Virging el

Passed the Houye of Refiresentatives,
Yeas 194, Nuys none, Lassed in Sea
natey, Yeas 11, Nays none,

or
eneral govern.

y the
cces-
r exiension of it
due exercise
neral govern.
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Foreign 1616“@11&.

From the National Gazette

SPAIN.

We have regcived a series of Spanish
gazeties Sthe Constitutional Diary of
Barcelona) to the 6th May. They fur-
nish a feast to one who tukes a lively in.
terest in the Spanish revolution, LEvery
thing in them denotes national energy,
elasticity, and geform. Patriotismn, (a-
lent, knowledge, expericnce, arc shew:,

ol the United

o beall in Jull and miutary mgtion,

It has been even asscrted that he will

The system of ecclesiastical discipline

and administration is under revision, and

subjected to varivus beneficial changes.

Royal decrees abound, tending to the

regeneration of every branch of govern-

ment and cconomy, particularly the

finances. The most remarkable of these

decrees is one of the 25th of April,

which ordains, that, lor the purpuse of
giving the people a knowledge of their

rights and duties, and in order that they

may be enlightened on thesc from the

very source whence they had been too
often deceived, all the parochial curates
of the monarchy shall explain to their
parishoners, at stated hours on the S_un

days and holidays, the political constitu-
tion of the Cortes; pointing out its uti-
lity to all classes, and refutng all accu-
sations against it:—that the same shall
be done for the children ol the primary
schools, by their teachers; for the stu-
dents in the universities and ecclesiasti-
cal seminaries, by the regular professors
of the law and of moral philosophy; and
for the inhabitants of convents, and uni-
versally of all literary and monastic
establishments, by their principals. The
decree also directs, that the constitution
be stereotyped at the Royal Printing
Offices, to make a copy of it attainable
for every one; and thatit be printed and
distributed in all the trans-marine do-
minions of Spain. Ancther decree es-
tablishes an anniversary commemora-
tion, with the utmost military and ec-
clesiastical pomp, of the death of those
Spaniards whom Murat butchered in
Madrid, on the second of May, 1508:
another prescribes and regulates the or-
ganization of the National Militia « 10
guard the constitution;™ and it appears
that numerous volunteer companies
are forming themselves for the same
ahject.

The Barcelona Diary complains of the
fabricated or distorted news respecting
Spanish affairs, given in the French va-
zcettes. It traces them to malice chicfly,
and in part to ignorance of th- Spanish
language. Itcontradicts the rumors of
revolutionary movements i Portugal,
and the assertionol the British minasterial
journals, (upon whose tone it animad-
verts sharply,) that the South American
Provinces will pot receive the constitu-
tion. It alleges that the best results are
expected in South America, when the
intelligence of the revolution is received
there. It relates that Ferdinand cxpos-
tulated with the French Ambassador at
Madrid, in regard to the caiumnies ven-
ted in tne French ultra-royalist and min-
isterial journals, against the Spauish re-
volution, and that he assured his excel-
lency that he, Ferdinand, was the first

and the heartiest constitutionalist of
Spain. Muchﬁood pleasantry and keen
“mans artc n

UIE v sen shea
pers about the fears of th
French,
the influence of Spanish example, and
the infection of Spanish liberty. The
French journalists are fuily matched in
point of ability, and over matched in
the topics of recrimination, and in poig-
nancy of satice. The whole number of
Frenchiroops inthe neighborhood of the
Pyrennces, is stated at 3700, and repre-
sented as  cordon against freedom.” Pa-
Lriotic picces are cunstantly performed
on the Spanish theatre; a new one, enti-
tled “Liberty Restored,” was announc-
ed tor the 2d of May, at Ba celona.
Some ol the particular traits men-
tioned in the Diary, are full of meaning,
& weli worthy of being repeated. When
Canga Argueiles, tie new Miuister of
Finance, who had come from the fortress
ot Ceuta, appeared for the first time be
fore Ferdinand, the latter would nat ag-
iuw_ him 1o kricel, but embraced nim;
asking his pardon for the ill he had done

L r\i.h'p.-
¢ Prussian,

his suffering; exhorted him to mainia
the constitution, and to rely u: his sup- |
port; and, finally, both burst into tears
After Arco Aguerro, one ol the he-
roes of the army of ti.c Isle of Leon, had
been carried in triumph by the peopi
of Madrid, he repaired to the Royal
palace, and placed his crown of lagre]
the feet of the « Constitutional King.”
Don Augustn Arguelles, appointed
Minister of Justice, being in very bad
health, on his return from Imprisonment
at Majorca, was obliged to slop at
.\Imcn.'na,:lf'iilagc distant seven leagues
from Vaicntia. The prine ipal members
of the Catalonia regiment, in that city,
repaired, to the number of twenty-four,
to Almenara, and brought the distin-
guished patriot on their shoulders in a
litter to Valentia. How different this in
spirit and effect from the harnessing
populxce in Manchester '
radical demagogues!

the
y 1o drag the

From the Norfolk Merald.

We have private intelligence from
Spain up to the 11th of May, at which
time the country was perfectly tranquil,
and the people were Jooking forward to
the meeting of the Cortes in July with
a degree of interest hordering on impa.
tience. Meanwhile Quiroga and others
who commenced the revolution are de-
termined not to lay down their arms
until they are satisfied that it is com-
plete.~They maintain their posts and
stations as a check upon the counter-
revolGtionary projects of the king and
his party whom they know to be pow-
erful and perfidious. It is confidently
helieved that tiere will be a party in the
Cortes apposed to having a king, and

and British governments, as to |

him; professed the utmost sorrow for |

overturning the constiution, Jud
however from the prudent and exem. '
plary procecdings of the Spaniards ar.
every step of their revolutionary earcer,

we do not think ghey will touch thye
subject but upon the suggestions of ex-

treme necessity connected with the na- .
tional welfare. \ .

The solemn protest of the counci]

against the measures recommended by

the committee of foreign rciations in

the congress of the United States, rela.

tive to Florida, was not published, and

as the president’s messag:. had been

received, it was thought that it would

not. It is belioved that the councif jy

favorably dispuscd owards the Uniied

States, and that with proper managpe-

ment the treaty may be secured wirh

the Cortes, who have the sole direction
of such matters.

Myr. Forsyih, who had taken a tour of
pleasure to France, did not proceed as
far as Paris, but stopped a Bordeayx,
and would rewurn from thenve w Le ip
Madrid by the 18th May. It wus not
known why he changed his pui pose,

New York, July 1.
By the arrival of the ship Ann Mar;
ah, captsin Waite, from Liverpool, Lop.
don papers to the 18th and Liverpoul 1,
the 20th of May were received,

Great and splendid preparations were
making for the coruntion of the king,
which 1t was said would ke place
the first of Awgzust  The expense, it iy
said, will exceed one hundred thousand
pounds sterling. The price of a corong-
tion dress for a peeress 15 estimated at
one theusand pournds.

Tue celebraied Hunt had been sen.
tenced to be imprisoned two years and
a half, and to give sccntity a* the Cxpi
ration of t1at ter tor his good beha.
viour for five years.

Lincon. May 18,

Ata meetine of nierchatits and othere
inter sted o dhe Uade ol t'us pocty held
ar the + X Nahye rocm o the iTth
mstant,  I'noovas Fietcher, esv in the
chair, a petition (0 parlament against
the restrictive measures ob trade was
proposed aud unanimousiy adopted, and®

Sal

public rvoms unt.l (as «venng: after
w hich i1t will be forwarded by the ¢ air-
man to the members for the boreugh,
for presentation.

A petition was presented to the house
of commons yesterday week, by lord
Scfton, signed by 400 respectabie in'ia-
bitants of Liverpool, praving that in the
new arrangements respecting the cvil
list, the crown may be properly restnct-
ed in Hs power ol granting peasions s "
emecurcs without the jpterventicn
pariament., ""“2'“’ .

:\-L WY WAS received IL-f'.'
day morning,
that Sir F. Bur
cd o three ye
fine of 5,000

A ministerial eve

!

on Wedncs.
and generally credifed,
dett had been condemns
ars imprisonment and a

NiNg paper says—
“ We menuoned some time ﬁm"c{h.\[

orders had been sent to S Helena
recung a more enlarg
allowed to Bonaparte,
rewurn of Sir Huds'n Lowe is cunsider-
ed as a corroboration of the facy ™

On Tuesday wee

ed frudorn w be
The expected

k the soldicrs were
under arms mosy of ¢t

d he mighr at 1.,
dershield.—Fires were seeo upon e
hills around the wown, and 1t 15 sa rhe

" Magistrat s receowed somy s ret anfor-

«vere bl
him down,

wowith a stick, .q)tl knocked
The consul complained to
the emperor of Morace 0y who, anxious
to show his respec: fo Luropeans, or

dered the ShenifTe S ly Teyed to be put
to death; reseeving, how cver, to the
French consul the power of pardoning
the offender if he thnught proper. M

Sourdcau gave a noble example of ge

Nerosity, by hastening to pardon his 3&-
sailany.””
The elector of Hesse lately sent a
commercial traveller to prison for six
months for fnding fault with the stato
of the roads!

The Caledonian Canal, now carrying
on for avoiding the tedious and dange-
rous navigation round the northern and
western coasts of Scotland, is truly gi-
gantic; when completed, frigates o! 22,
guns will be able to navigate it; the
depth is to be 20 feet, the width at the
bottom 50, and at the surface of the wa-
ter 110 feet, and the sluices from 162
to 172 feet in length,

From Birmingham it is stated that
the poor housc is s0 crowded that the
inmates can only sleep by turns.

EAST INDIES.

Advices have heen received from Ba-
tavia to the middle of December last:
the Dutch had made two very desporate
attempts, but withour success, 1o 1o ake

a place of considerable importance o

ordered to vomain for signatures in the

y e

mation rospectinge the W' nded wove-
ments Gl the radicaisy awine v ure whim- .
3 4il contmuycs

O thie last Canteri ury m.rket day,
s I sold nis wile, with a hulter

utd ) i a whe - b w al her
sFeasttor 55 woien, pe lepeavaed o
{prchaser, seller, .'.!.’g‘.'j_r.-,u"’\-,|-!}spcl'!'.'
i higquor before they pavcted,

A French paper wan yo—n M. Sor-
deau, the Frenly cansul at Tangiers,
Wits met on the sea shore hy the Shenffe
Sudy 'l eycd-cl Boe atlyy who gave him a

be impeached for *his past conduct in .+
ging s w8

. i




