e

before Jeaving that neighboarhood, ex-
amine the White Qak.

You will then examine the New river,
and! the inlet at its mouth.

The board wish you, on your way to
the Albemarle, to visit the works now
in progress on the Roanoke; and to give
to the company incorporated for the im-
provement of that river suchadvice and
ivsiructions as they may require; and,
if nccessary, to lay out the line of the
canal yet to he cut at the Great Falls,
«nd determine the site of the locks: it
being w principal object with the board
to give to the several pavigation com-
panies every aid and facility in prose-
citing their works.”

In pursvance of these instructions,
the engineer proceeded to Roanoke is-
lund, and commenced his observations
ond survey, which he completed about
the fi st of May. He has drawn upa
detailed report, accompanied with a
mayp of the Roancke and Croatan sounds,
end also of the marshes and banks. In
this map the soundings at various pla-
ces are laid down, with all the locali-
iies which were thought necessary to be
tuhen into view in forming an opinion
on the subject of making an inlet. The
result of his survey, has been a decisive
opivion in favour of the practicability of
muking an inlet at this place; and the
envineer has set forth, in his report, the
pltao which he thinks should be adopted.
‘L his pian is illustrated by scveral draw-
ings. which accompany his report.

The board were desirous of obtain-
ing upon this subject the opinion of the

bousrd of the United S:ates’ engineers, |
-who were lately on our coast. The pre- |
si. o2 of the United States had insuruc-
ter c.em 1o pive their attention to the '

uizject; and the secretary at war gave
vt e of rthis fact, and of the time those
cvgineers wouid be on our coast. Buat
thi¢ board no! being in session, it was
found  impossivle, notwithstanding an

¢ rt was made for that purpose, for

tre civil engineer of this state to meet

the hoard of U, States’ engineers un our -

coast. Copies of Mr, Fullon’s report,
1 p and drawings, have been forward-
«d 10 them, and their opinion solicited.
Cupies will also be forwarded to Eng-
! n and Framce, in order to obtain if
“wssible, the opinions of the most cele-
Tyauod civil engineers of those countrics
i pon the subject.

As conuected with a survey of ourin-
ir1s, the engineer was instruct d o ex-
¢ wine the shoal in the Pamplico below
t ¢ town of Washington, and report up-
v the deepening of the channel of ths
satai. It wili be seen by his report, that
171y channet can be deepencd at a mo-
trale expense, i such way that ves-
¢ is crossing tue bar ar QOcracock can
groceed directly to Washington.

The reports of the engincer on our
inlets, contain a mess of intormation
= hich is sighly interesting. They pre-
= ni to us che obstructions whiah exist,

*Xtrut to wiich they - an be remoy
€ d Lie expense which must be in-
3 #d in their removal. The entire
= ajoctis thus preseited, and we are
£ tonper left in he dark in adopting
G casures as 10 any par. of it.

During the prescnt year, the engi-
D r has examined he Tar, the Cataw-
£ . and the Broad rivers; and in his r--

r1s, has given a detailed account of

¢ obstructions in each, and pointed

t the manner ¢l removing them and

ose rivers. He has also had a survey
ade between 'hie waters ot the Neusc
* the Tar nvers, Ly the way ol the
uss-not und Comentney creeks.
I'he engineer has visited the several
t v1zation companies, and given them
Lo=ructions for carrying on their works.
i cfore the employment of an engineer
the staie, these companies were
nostly without the assistunce of any
forson of coinpetent kiowledge to plun
cir works, or superiutend their exe-
ton.—The conserquence’ was, that
nch nivrey was very injudiciously ex-
iled. Farly in the present year, the
vard addressed a circular 1o the seve-
I companies, vecommending to them
place all their works under the im-
:iediate direction and superintendance
the civil engineer to the state. This
' commendation has been in part ac-
¢=ded oy and the engineer hus drawn
© plans anrd -peclﬁt attons of the worgs;
vre has been a grest saving in the
st ofthe work, and, at the same time,
the work has been much beuter exe-
ited.
The piincipal works which are now
NNE onan the state, are thuse on the
vrnwke, Cape Fear, Yadkin, and Ca
~ba. As thie main obsiruction to the
ivigstion of the Roancke iy &t the
:.eat Lalls, the company lor the im-
yrovement of that river nave concen-
ited their effurts at that place; and,
g the next year, it is expected
will complete the canal and most
ie lucks. I'he most difficult and ex-
ive pert of the cannalling is com-
ed, und two of the locks are in pro-
« The civil engineer is now engag-
layiug out the line for the residue
canaly, and determining the sites
= other locks. This company, be-
lieraliy aided by the state of
finia, s weil as by this state, has a
ed wavantage over all the other
aniesy in point of tunds, and their
nas progressed more steaoily,
e Cape Lear company have carri-
their woi s beiow, at, and above
evilie. Deluw, they hLuve been
din cleartig eut the lugw and

'
b
o |
¢ umproviag the pavigation of each of
X
| |
"
F

Ty

sand shoals, and rendering the river na-
vigable for steum boats. The works pro-
jected at Fayetteville, are intended to
sccommeodate both the ascending and
descending trade of the river. The
town is situate at nearly a mile from the-
river; and the transportation of produce
from the town to the river, and of mer-
chandize from: the river to the town, is
carricd on at great expense and incon-
venience, in wa and carts. Boats
descending the river with produce from
above Fayetteville, have to lie with their
cargoes nearly a mile from the market.
To avoid these inconveniences, the
company are making a canal through
the town to the river; and when com-
pleted, boats either ascending the rivgr
with merchandize, or descending it
with produce, can pass up the canal,
and lic alongside of the warchouses in
the town. As Fayetteville is the prin-
cipal commercial town of the state,
this improvement seemecd necessary,
not only for the accommodation of mer-
chants, but of the planters and farmers
who send their produce to this market.
The company have been under the ne-
cessity of exiending the canal several
miles from town, to get a feeder, and
this has added much to the ¥ .pense of
the work. Nearly five miles of this ca-
nal have been completed. One mile
more has been partially done. An em-
bankmeut and aqueduct are to be made
al Cross creek, and the locks are to be
put 1o at the river. A drawing of the
canal and locks has been made by the

civil engiveer, and accompanies his re-
ports on the subject.

Above Fayett-viile, at the Buckhorn
falls, the company have executed a con-
siderable work. They have made a ca-
nal nearly & mile in length, and are now
eQgapen in erecting the locks at this
piace. One of the principal dams has
been bulit,and another is in a state of for-
wardness. From Buckhorn to Haywood
the navigation is goud. The engineer
has recommended to the company to
improve the navigation from Buckhorn
to Fayerteville, by dams and locks; and
it 1s believed that cight locks will be
sufficient for this line of the river.

The Yadkin company have contract-
ed for sluicing that river, from Wiikes-
borough to the Bean shoals in Surry
county, a distance of sixty miles, and the
work 0as been commenced. At the
Bean shoals, the Yadkin passes the
Btushy mouniains, where the company
ure canalling. They have here made a
canal about amile in length, supported
on one side around a precipice of the
mountain, for 1200 feet by a stone wall.
A dam has been built across the river,
ut the head of the canal, to pond the
water over the shoal above, and fill the
canal. From the Bean shoals to Bru-
ner’s ford, a distance of ninety miles, it
is intended to sluice rthe river; and the
work nas been ceutracted for. A con-
tract has been wade for improving the
navigaucn of tne river from the foot of
geieia Suiith’s shoais, below the mouth
el the Ulaaric river to the South Caro-
Lina hue,y a eistance of sixty miles. At
tue lails, newn tne line ot South Caroeli-
na, the company has made s canai near-
ly «w. mues in lengih, which wiil soon
he cuwaupield.

Tur Cutuwima Company have been
engaged 10 improving the navigation of
toat river by siuicing, by dams and
bk cksy and canalling, The obstractions
in this river, and the waerk which has

. been done by tne company,are particu-

lariy detallea 1n the report of the civil
eugineer, upoi; his late survey upon that
Hiver.

All the companies except the Roa-
noke, are d ficieut in funds to complete
thelr works; and, as soon as the state
of the fund for internal 1mprovements
will admit of it, the board recommend
to the general asscinbly to aid them by
additional subscriptions of stock. Inde-
procent of the gencral benefit to be
conlerred upon the people by the com-
pleton of those works, it 1s probable
that this stetk wiil uecome a profirable
svurce of revenue to the state. Some ol
our sister states derive a large portion
ol the pubiic revenue from weir inter-
nal impruvements, and no reason scens
o exist why the s may not be ex
pecied n tias state. [ requices ume,
patience ad perseverance to etfect any
Breat puoiic woi k. I'he prosperity ol a
Stal€ 1% ol tue jabor ol a day. It is the
vesuit ol a sysienrof puiicy which is
lounded e wisdomn, and reared up with
tuli and labour. Public w arks are monue-
mens o the wisdom of the people who
acComplish them, and remain biessings
w incm and their posierity.

The bvard vere directed by an act of
the jast general assembiy, to contract
fur opening a road through the Chero-
kee country. As nonc of the members
ol the board had a personal knowledge
of the country, they empowered the
three comnussioners, who were ap-
poited 1o lay vut the road, 1o contract
for opening it.  They declined the ser-
vice, and the board have not heen able
to contract for this woi k. Itisprobable,
that in a short time, a contract will be
made,

‘I'he board have received for the use
of the state, from James Menroe, Esq.
president of the United States, Mons.
Hageau's work on the canal which
unites tne Rnine with the Maese. The
superb Atlas which accompanies this
work, contamning  splendid drawings ol
every part ol the canai, locks, &.. was
forward.u by general Stokes, onc of gur

BCLALULE 1N LUNETOBS,

Hamilton Fulton, Esq. has resigued
his appoinument as civil engincer to the
state. This resignation, according te the
terms of his contract, will take effectin
January next. The reports, maps, pro-
files, plans, and various drawings of Mr.
Fulton, will be found useful to all who
are concerned in the internal improve-
ment of the state. . .

The board have also given notice to
Mr. Robert H. B. Brazigr, assistant en-
gineer, that his contract will be consi-
dered at an end three months from the
date of such notice. .

The board have under consideration
the condition of the public highways,
and a plan for keeping them in repair,
and hope to be able to submit to the
present general assembly a report on
this subject.

JOHN BRANCH
President of the Board of Pablic
Improvements.
J. GaLEs, Secretary.

CLON [GORAIS IS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Monday, December 4

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the
committee of ways and means, reported
¢ A bill for enrolling, and licensing, and
granting allowances to ships or vessels
to be employed in the mackerel fishery,
and for the government of persons con-
cerned therein.'’

The bill was twice read and com-
mitted.

Mr. McLean, of Kentucky, from the
select committee, to whom was referred
the petition of Matthew Lyon, made a
report thereon, accompanied by a bill
for his relief.

g The bill directs that there be paid to
Matthew Lyon, out of the treasury of
the United States, one thousand and six-
ty dollars, being the amount of a fine
and costs recovered against him in the
circuit court of the United States, (un-
der the old sedition law,) with interest
thercon from the 9th day of February,
1799, until paid.]

The bill was twice read and com-
mitted.

On motion of Mr. Darlington, it was

Resolved, That the secretary of the
treasury be directed to report te this
house the amount of fines certified to
the comptroller of that department, to
have been imposed upon the militia of
Pennsylvania, for neglect of duty, dur-
ing the late war with Great Britain; the
amount of said fises which has been le-
vied and collected by the marshals of
the respective districts in that state, or
their deputies; and the amount there-
of which has been actually paid into the
treasury of the United States; also, what
proceedings, if any, have been instituted
for the recovery of the moneys thus col-
lected within said districts, and not yet
received at the treasury.

Mr. Swrong, of N. Y. submitted for
consideration the following resolution:

Resolved, That a commuittce be ap-
peinted to ascertain and report to this
house the amount of individual claims
upon the United States, in favour of
American citizens growing out of the
last war with Great Britaim, the Creek
war, and the Seminole war; designating
the classes of the claims, and the names
of the claimants; together with the sum
or sums which, in their opinion, shall
be equitably and fairly due to each, so
far as the same may be practicable: and
also upon the expediency of providing
for the same, by issuing scrip, receiva-
ble in payments for the public lands,
orin such other manner as the com-
mittee may deem more advisable.

Afier sume debate, the motion to lay
the resolution on the table was decided
in the affirmative, by a small majority.

On motion of Mr. Forrest the house
proceeded to consider his motion for
requiring information from the war de-
partment respecting certain loans of
gun powder, &c.——and the same having
been modified by striking out the pre-
amble, was agreed to.

COMMERCE OF THE BLACE SFA,

Mr. Fuller, of AMassachusetis, offer-
ed lor considcration the following re-
solution:

Rresolved, That the committee on
commerce be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of providing by law such
means as may be necessary to obtain for
the citizens of the United States the
navigation ot the Euxine Sea and a par-
ticipation of the commerce of its ports
and dependencies.

Mr. F. afier remarking on the expe-
diency of affording to commerce, under
present circumstances, all the facilities
in the power of the government to bes-
tow, went on to say that our commerce
with Russia, it was well known, was
at present almost entirely carried on
through the Baltic sea, which it was
cqually well known, was closed apainst
navigation for the greater part of the
year by the severity of the climate. The
Euxine sea, he said, afforded much
greater facilitics, by means of the rivers
which fall into it, for carrying on the
trade with Russia. But, not having any
agent there, we have no means of pro-
curing the permission to pass the Straits
of the Dardanelles. From the information
of others, however, Mr. I, said he had
no doubt, that the requisite permission
could be obtained by asking it in proper
form and manner. The free intercourse
with the Lumne would, he said, be of
much advantage 10 us in another point

of view. At present, all our commerce
with Turkey is carried on through
Smyrna. Several ports of the Darda-
pelles, Mr. F. said would be more con-
venient for this purpose than Smyrna.
Upon the whole, he thought it quite
advisable to have an inquiry made into
this subject through the medium of a
committee of the house.

Mr. Stevens, of Connecticut, said,
in reference to Mr. Fuller’s intimation
that permission to pass the Straits could
be obtained if asked in a proper man-
ner, that he presumed the agent who
ssked it must go with something in
hand, and suggested the propricty of
ascertaining, before they went fuflhcr.
what would be the cost of this project.

Mr. Rhea suggested that the mover
would perhaps get more directly at his
object by moving at once to request the
executive to send a minister to Turkey.

The motion of Mr. Fuller was then
agreed to without a division. )

Mr. Mercer submitted the following:

Regoloed, T.at the president of the
United States be requested to lay be-
fore this house any correspondence that
he does not deem it inexpedient Lo dis-
close, which may have existed beiween
the executive of the United States and
the governments of any of the maritime
powers of Europe, in relation to the
African slave trade.

The question thereon, being taken
without debate, was agreed to without
division; and u committee was ordered
to be appointed to present the same to
the president.

Mr. Eustis, of Massachusetts, after
some introductory remarks, in the
course of which he contrasted the old
system of the perision establishment with
that which had more recently prevailed,
advantageously to the former, proposed
the following resolve:

Resolved, That the committee on
pensions and revolutionary claims be
instructed to report a bill, providing
that, from and after the 4th day of
March next ensuing, no officer, soldier,
seaman, marine, or other person what-
soever, shall be placed on the pension
list of the United States, except by vir-
tue of a law in which the name of the
pensioner shall be inserted, together
with the amount of pension to which he
be entitled.

The resolution being read——

Mr. Lowndes rose, not to objert to

the principle of the resolution, thinking

it probable that the long experience of
the mover would enable him to suggest
valuable improvements on the present
system, but to suggest, as the resolution
was affirmative, and not proposing in-
quiry merely, that, with a view to deli-
beration, it should lie on the table one
day.

Mr. Eustis assenting to this course,
the resclution was, after a few words
from Mr. Rhea, indicative of hostility
to it, ordered to lie on the table.

The speaker then laid before the
house a letter from the secretary of the
treasury, transmitting his annual report
on the state of the treasury; and, on
motion of Mer. Storrs, three thousand
copies thereof were ordered to be prin-
ted for the use of the b use.

And the house adjourned.

=

Legslature of NorthCarolina.

SENATE. E
Friday, December 8.

Mr. R. D. Spaight introduced a bill
to repeal an act passed in 1819, giving
to the county courts power to regulate
scparate elections, which passed its
first reading.

The house resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole, Mr. L. D. Wilson
in the chair, on the bill to repeal an act
passed at the last session to create a
fund for internal improvement, and 1o
establish a board for the management
thercof. Alfter some debate on a motion
to strike out the first section, the mo.
tion was carried, and the committee
rose and reported the Lill with the
amendment. The house took up the
bill, and on motion of Mr. A kinson,
the bill with the amendment was inde-
finitely postpencd, 36 vores to 21

Mr. Wellborn, from the commirtee of
finance, reported, that the amount of
small treasury notes in the treasury,
unfitfor circulation, amounts to YA L]
dollars. Ordered to be burnt,

Saturday, December 9

Mr. Locke, from the Judiciary com-
mittee, reported the bill to limit the
time of bringing suiis against executors,
administators and guardians, without
amendment, which paseed its first read-
ing.

Mr. L. from the samo committee re-
ported it to be inexpedient to pass any
low on the subject of persons claudes.
tinely removing their property, &kc,

' On motivn of Mr, Walton, the judi-
ciary committee were instructed 1o in-
quire into the propriety of passing a
law for the general regulation of county
finance; of passing a law placing each
county wn an equality in the payment of
Jurors and witnesses; and into (he ex-
pediency of taxing all suits for the pur-
pose of paying jurors.

On motion of the same gentleman, a
acl_ccl committee was appointed to in-
quire into the expediency of altering
#nd amending the patrol law.

The Lill to authorise the trustees of
the Milton fermale asademny to raise a

certain sum by way of lott
sed the third time and
enrolled.

ery, Was g,
ordered 10 by

On motion of My, Cnlloway the
committee on internal improven
were instructed to inquire into the ¢
pediency of making an appropriation ,,
aid in opening a road from Jonuh:
Woody’s blacksmith’s shop to the Te
nessee line. *

The bill to repeal an act Passed
1819, giving to the COuRty courts pey,
er, to regulate separate elections, yy
taken up for a second reading ang ,,,
jected.

Mr. Locke, from the Judiciary ¢op,
mittee, to whom was referred o resoly.
tion touching the duty of sheriffs, ay
proposing to raise their fees, Ieported
that it is incxpedient to increase the
fees of sheriffs for the service of writy
and other process; but that it is expedi.
ent to increase the penalty on sheriff,
failing to make due return of 4 pro-
cess to them directed; and recommen.
ed the passagze of a bill for this Purpese,
which passed its third reading. '

Mr. Gilchrist introduced a bill fix.
ing the sum recoverable in any cour f
law by slaves who may lereafter reco.
ver their freedom; and

Mr. Shober, a bill to amend an act
concerning clerks of courts pussed
1819. Both bills passed their fir read.
ing. The first was afterwards referreg
to a select committee,

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Friday, December 8.

The following bills were presented:

By Mr. Cameron, a Lill o require
sheriffs to settle with wardens of the
poor earlier than they now do.

By Mr. M:Lean, a bill concerning
the public roads in this state. These
bills were read the first time —the Jay.
ter referred to the committee on inter.
na! improvement.

On motion of Mr. Graham,

Resolved, That the judiciary com.
mittee inquire into the expediency
making some provision that may se.
cure infant female wards against be -
drawn into premature marriage by the
interested views of unprincipled guar-
dians,

Mr. Spel:cer reported a bill, which
was read the first time, appointing
commissioners to fix on a suitable plice
for the court-house in Hyde.

The house took up the order of the
day on the bill 10 divide Rowan. [The
blank fur the name of the new couny,
on motion of Mr. Hendcrson, was filicd
with Davidson, in honor of gen. George
Lee Davidson, a distinguished officer i
our revolutionary war.]

The bill was read the second time,
and rejected, 53 in favour, and €
against it.

After sume time spent in committes
of the whole, Mr. A. Moore in the chair,
on the revenue bill, the committee rose,
reported progress, and asked leave o
sit again,

Saturday, Becember 9.

The following bills were introduced

By Mr. Roberts, a bill to compel the
clerk of Surry county court to keep his
office in the town of Rockford.

By Mr. Poindexter, a bill to authe:
rise John Frost, of Rowan ceunty, t
erect a dam across Mitchell’s river
Surry county,

By Mr. Pope, a bill to prevent the
fishing with nets at the mouth of Grea:
Contentca.

By Mr. Hampton, a bill allowing ju
rors in the county and superior couls
of Wilkes to receive pay for seivices

By Mr. B#ll, a bill to appoint a com:
mittee of finance for the county ol Car
teret.

Each read the first time and pasee!

The house proceeded to the order vl
the day and took up the bill to amend
the act laying duties on sales at auction
of mercliandize.— Also the bill allow-
g additional compensation to the at
torney gencral and solicitors fur the
state.

Read, amended, and passed the se
cond tie.

A ballotting was had for a board of
commissieners for internal improves
ment. Alfred Moore, Thomas Turner,
Archibald D. Murphey, John D. Haws
kins, Durant Hatch, and Charles D.
Connor, Esquires, were elected.,

The bill to authorise county cout!s
to alter separate elections, &c. was re-
ferred to Mesars. Hillman, Bateman,
Martin, Blount and Carter.

Tho resolution presented on Thurs-
day last by Mr. Iredell, to appointa
committee revise the laws now in lorce
relative to executors and adminisira:
tors, kc. was taken up, and the blank
filled with the names of Wm. Gaston
and John R. Donnell, of Newbern. Thoe
resolution was engrossed and sent to the
schate, i _

The bill for regulating the pilotage
at Ocracock. —The bill prescribing the
tme within which mortgages, deeds of
trust, &c. shall be registered, and the
bill to provide for the payment of costs
when slaves are convicted of capital of-
fences, were cach read the second time
and passed.

Mr. Alston, from the committee ap-
pointed to examine the public accounts
of the treasurer, made a report, _Wl‘"’h
was  unanimously concurred with i
both houses, )

Mr. Mehane, from the committet;
reported unfavorably on the proposttion




