by consistency of character; by duiy to
his constituents—to his country; by that
of redecming his solemn pledge; by his
anxious wish for the success of his fa-
vorite, whose interest could not fail to
be advanced by supporting his atrocious
charges. But Mr., Kremer had now the
beuefi of the advice of his friends. He
bad vot proofs, for the plainest of all
rcasons, hecause there was no truth in
his charges.  Tiiey saw that to attempt
to establish them, and to fail, as he
must fail, in1he attempt, mightlead toan
exposurc ol the conspiracy, of which he
was the organ. They advised therefore
that he should m.ke a retreat, and their
adtoitness sugyested that, in an objec-
tioll 1o that jurisdiction of the House,
which had been admited, and in the
popular topigs of the freedom of
the press, his duty to his constitu-
ents, and the inequality in the condi-
tion of the speaker of the House and a
member on the floor, plausible means
might be found to deceive the ignorant,
and conceal his disgrace. A laboured
communication was accordingly pre-
pared by them, in Mr. Kremer’s name,
and transmitted to the commitiee, foun-
ded upon these suggestions. Thus the
valiant champion, who had boldly step-
ped foward, and promised, as a repre-
sentative ol tre people, to “ cry aloud
and spare not,’" forgot all his gratuitous
gallantry and boasted patriousm, and
sunk at once into profound silence.

With these remarks, 1 will, for the
present, leave him, and proceed to as-
sign-the reasons to you, to whom alone
1 admit myself to be officially responsi-
ble, for the vote which I gave on the
presidential election.  The first inquiry
which it behoved me 10 make was, as
to the influence which ough to be ex-
erted on my judgment, by the relative
state of the electoral votes which the
three returned cezndidates brought into
the house, from the colleges. Gen
Jackson obtained 99, Mr. Acams 84,
and Mr. Crawlord 41. Ought the fact
of a plurality being given 10 one of the
candidates 10 have any,and what, weight?
If the constitution had jotended that it
should hase been decisive, the consutu-
tion wobld have made it decisive, and
interdicted the exercise of any discre-
tion on the part of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The consulution has not so
ordained, but, on the cintrary, it has
provided; that * from the persons hav-
ing the highest numbers, not exceeding
three, on the list of those voted tor as
President, the H. of Representatives
shall choose, immediately by ballot, a
President.” 7Thus, a discretion is pe-
cessarily invested in the House; for
choice implies examination, compari-
son, judgment. The fact, therefore,
that one of the three persons was the
highest returned, not being by lh%
stitution of the country. roncluswrupnn
the judgment of the l{au?e. %1l re
mains to dc_lermlne. what ig the true de-
gree of 3 \ “l°“ g toit, It has

!:cen = ¥ thal 1t should operate,
il not as an instruction, at least in the
naturg of one, and that in this form it
shogld control the judgment of the
Puse. But this is the same argument
bf conclusiveness, which the constitu
tion does not enjcin, thrown intoa -
ferent, but more imposing shape. Let
me analyze it. There are certain states,
the aggregate of whose electoral votes
conferred upon the highest returned
candidate, indicates their wish that he
should be the President. Their vores
amount 1n number to 99, out o' 261
clectoral votes of
Thes:. 99 o not, and cannot, of them-
selves, make the President. If the fact
of particular states giving 9) votes can,

gations felt themselves authorized to
look into the actual composition of, and
all other circumstances connectcd with,
the majorities which gave the electoral
votes, in their respective states; and felt
themselves justified, from a view of the
whole ground, to act opon their respon-
sibiliry and according to their best judg-
ments, disregarding the electoral votes
in their states. And are the represen-
tatives from a different state not only
hound by the will of the peop!e of a dif-
ferent commonwealth, but forbidden to
cxamine into the manner by which the
expression of that will was brought a-
bout—an examination which the imme-
diate representatives themnsclves feel 1t
theirduty 10 make?

Is the fact, then, of a plurality to
bave no weight?! Far from it. Here

are 24 communities, united onder a
. -
| common government. Th- expression

I of the will of any one of them is entitled

to the most respe ttul attention. It
ought to be patiently heard and kindly
regarded by the others; but it cannot be
admitted to be conclusive upon them.
The expression of the will of 99 out of
261 eicctors s entitled to very great at-
tention, but that will not be considrred
as entitled to control the will of the 162
electors, who hiuve mamifested a differ-
, ent will. To give it such controlling in-
fluence, would 2e a subversion of the
fundamental maxam of Yhe Republic—
that the maj.rity should govern. The
will of the 99 can neither be allowed
rightfully to control the renaining 162,
nor ary one of the 162 clectoral votes.

addressed toall, ad to each of them, but
it is binding and obligatory vpon none.
It follows then, that the fact of a plural-

siderations which the House was called

ment.

standing 1n the proporiions of 99 to 8¢,
it was entitled to less weight; as be-
tween the General and Mr, Crawlord it
was entitled to more, the vote being as
. 99 10 41.  The concession may even be
made, that, upon the supposi‘ion of an
equality of pretensions beiween com-
peung candidaies, the preponderan e
ought to be given to the tact of a plural-
ny.

With these views of the relative stare
of the vote, with which the three retur-

ceedea to examine the other considera-
tipns whici. belonged te the question.

For Mr. Crau}org.mm,?ﬁf

the Housg gt only four votes more
Waw not returned, and
upon whuse case, therefore, the argu-
ment derived from the fact of plurality,
operated with sirong, though not deci-
sive force. | have ever felt much per-
sonal regard. But I was called upon 1o
perform a public solemn duty, in which
my private feclings, w hether of affeciion
or aversion, were not to Lie indulged,
but the vood of my country only coun-
sulted. It appears to me that the pre.-
carious state of that gentleman’s health,
alinough 1 participated with his best

friends in all their regrets and sympa-
thies, on account of 1, was concly-
sive against him, to say nothing of oth
er considerations of a public naryre

| which would have deserved examina
| tion, if, happily in that respect, he had

1\

the wnnle Umon, |

accoroing to any received notions of the ¢

doctrine of ipstruction, be regarded in
that light, to whom are those instruc-
tions to be considered addressea’? Ac-
cording to that daoctrine, the people,
who appoint, have the right to direct,
by their instructions, in certain cases,
the course of the representative whom
they appoint. The states therefore, wno

I
{

gave those 99 votes may, in sume sense, |

be understood thereby to have instruct-
ed their representatives in the House 1o
voie for the person on whom they were
bectewed, 1nthe choice olapresident. But
most clearly the represcniatives coming
from other states, which gave no part
of th.st 49 votes, cannot he considered
as having been under any obiigation 1o
surrender their judgmentstothose of the
states which gave the 89 votes, To eon-
tend that they are unrder such an obliga-
tion, would pe to maintain thst the prople
of one state hav~ theright to instruct the
representatives from snother state. It
would be 1o maintain a still moure absurd
proposition, that, in a case where the re-
presentatives from a state did not hold

themselves instrucied and bound by the |

will of that state, as indicated in its elec-
toral college, the representatives from
another state were nevertheless, instruc-
ted and bound by that ahien will.  Thuas,
the entire vote of North-Carolina, and
8 large mujority of that ot Marylund, in
their respective electoral colleges, were
given to one « fihe three returned can-
didates, for whom the delegation Irom
neither of those states voted,  And yet
the argument combatied requires that
the dehication from Kentuicky, who do
not represent the people of North-Car
olinanur Maryland, should be instructed
by, and give an effect to, the indicated
will of the people ol those two siates,
when their vwn deleganon paid no a
tention to it.  D.ubtless, these delega-

been differentiy circumstanced. e
had been ill near cignieen months, and
althrugh I am aware that his actual
cupdition wus a fact dependipg upon
evidence, and that the evidence in re.
pard to it, which had heen presented 1o
the public, was not pertectly harmo.
nious, I judeed for myself upon what I
saw and heard. He may,ard [ arcent-
ly hope will recover; bur I did not
think 1t became me 1o assist in con mit.
ting the exccutive admioistration of
this great republic on the doubtful ron.
tingency of the restoration to he.lth ol
# gentleman who had been so long and
$0 % riously ofllicted. Morcover, if, un-
der all the circumstances of his sitya-
tion, his election had becn desiratle, |
¢id not ihink it practicsble. I believed,
and yet be ieve, that if the votes of 1he
wesiern siates, given to Vir, Adams,
had been conferred on Mr. Crawflord,
the effect would have heen to protract
1n the House the decision of the con-

; lest tothe great agi ation and distraction

ol the country, and possibly (o defeat an
tl ction altogether—the Very wors! re-
suit I thought that could happen. It
appeared to me, then, that sconer or |a.
ter, we must arrive at the only practical
issue of the contest before us, and that
was between Mr. Adams and Gen. Jack
son, and Ithought that the carlier we got
there, the better for the country and for
the House,

{n considering this only alternative, 1
was not unaware of your strong desire 1o
have a western Presadent; byt | thought
that T knew enough of your patriotism,

{ @nd magnammity displayed on so many

o' casions, to believe that you could rise
ahuve the mere gratification of seciional
pride, if the common good of the whole
required you to make the sacrifice of
Incal partiality. 1 solemniy believed i
did, and this brings me 1o the most im-
portant tonsideration which belonged to
the whale subyject—that arising out of
the respective fitness of the only
real competiiors, as it appearcd tn my
hest juidgment,  [n speaking of Gicne

Iwo

ral Jackson, | am aware of the delunry

and respect
distinguished
purpose 1o at
could pot do it
ing the attempt;
speak of him a:
I did not beliey
to discharge th A
complex Ehltiei oot ofhc hief

d

It may be an argum.nt, a persuasion, |

ity was only one among the various con- .

upon to weigh, in making up its judg- ;
And the weight of the consider. |
ation ought to have becon regulated by .
the extent of the plurality. As between '
Gen. Jack:on and Mr. Adams, the vote

; No man was ever more dec ply penetra
ned candidates entered 1he House, I pro- |

Magistrate as his competitor.  He has
displayed great skill and bravery asa
military commander; and his renown
will endure as lonj as the means exist
of preserving a recollertion of huwan
transactions. But to be qualified 1o dis-
charge the duties of President of the
United States, the in umbent must have
more than mere milita'y ailaINMENT—
he must be a sTATESMAN.  AD individ-
i ual may be a gullant and successfyl ge-
‘ neral, an emincnt lawyer, an eloquent
divine, a learned physician, or anaccom.
plished artist, srd doubiless the union
of all these characters in the person of
a Chicl Ma istrate, would be desirable;
but no one ol thew, ner all combined,
will qualify i to be President, unless
he superadds that indispensible requisite
of bemg a state=man. Far from mean-
ing to say, that it is an objection to the
elevation to the chief magistracy of any
person that he is a militery commander,
it he unites the other qualifications, I
anly intend to say that whatever may be
the success or splerdor ol his milivary
achievements, if his qual.fication be on-
ly aulitary, that is an objection, and ]

think a decisive objecton 1o his elec.
{ tion, II General Jackson has exhib.
ited, cither in the councils of the Uni-
on, or in those of any othcr siate or ler-
ritory, the qualites of a statesipan, the
evidence cf the fact has escaped my ob-
servation. It wou d be aspanful as it is
unnecessary to recapiulaie «ome ol the
incidents which must be fresh in your
recollection of his public life. Bui 1
was greatly deceived in my judgment
il they proved him 1o be endowed with
that prudence, temper, and discretion,

: guinst him, stiil greater appeared to me

to apply to his competitor. O‘I' M. Ad-
gans, it is but truth and justice to say,
at he is highly gifted, profoundly
ljearned, and long and greatly experien-
ed, in public affairs, at home and a-
road. Tutimaiely conversant with the
risc and progressofevery negotiation with
foreign powers, pending or concludc‘d;
personally acquainted with the capacity
and attainments of most of the public
men of this countiy, whom it might be
proper to employ in the public scrvice;
cxtensively possessed of much of that
valushle kind of information, which is to
be acquired neither from books or tra-
dition, but which is the fruit of largely
participating in public affairs; discrect
and sagacious; he would enter on the
duties of the office with great advanta-
ges. I saw in his election the establish-
men' ol no dangerous example, [ saw
in it, on the contrary, only confermity to
the sale precedents which had heen es-
tablished ia the instances of Mr Jeffer-
sun, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Munroe,
who had respecuively filled the same of-
fice from which he was to Le translated.

A collateral consideration of much
weight was derived [rom the wishes of
the Ohiu delegation. A majorily of it
during the progress of the session, made
up their opinions to support Mr. Ad.
ams, and lhey were communicated to
me. They said, “Ohio supporte? the
candidate who was the choice of Kern-
tucky. We failed in our commoan ex-
ertions 10 secure his clection. Now, a-
mong those returned we have a decided
preference, and we think you ought 1o
maxe some sacrifice to graiily us.”
Was not niuch due to our neighbor and
triemd?

I considered with the greatest res-
pect the resolution of the General As.
sembly o! Kentucky, requesting the de-
legation to vore for General Jackson.
That rescluiion, it is true, placed us in
a peculiar situation. Whilst every other
delegation, from every other state in the

which are necessary lor civil adminis-
tration, It was in vain to remin'! me of |
the illustrious exampie of Washington. |
There was in that extraordinary person,
united a serenity of mind, a cool and
collected wis< om, a cautions and dehib- |
, erate judgment, a perfect command of !
the passions throuchout his whole life, |
[ a familiarity and acquainiance with by- t

siness and civil transaciens, which |
| rarely characterise any human being. .

ted than he was, with prolouna respect
for the safe and nece ssaty principle of
the entire subordine icz of the military |

oM Civil authofily hw;‘n i
injusiice to General Jackson 1

say, that I could not refognise D

public cupduct, those attainments |-

both civil gnvernment and military con
mand, which cotemporaries and poste'
rity have ahke unanimously concurred
i awarding as yet only to the faiher of
his country,
titude which the people of this country
Justly feel towards General Jackson for
his brilliant military services, But the
1 vpulses of public gratitude should be
controled, it appeared 10 me, by res<on
and discretion, and 1 wus not prepaed
blindly to surrender niyseif 10 hazard-
ous indulgence, of a feeling, however
amiable and excellent tha. fecling may
be when properly direcied. It did nor
scem to me to be wise or pradent, if, as
I solemnly believed, Genrral Tacko '
competency for the office was hich-
ly questionatile, that they should be pla-
ced In a situation whore neithek ivs
fame nor the pub'ie interest would be
advanced. G . Jackson hime<ell would
be tre last man to rec.minend or vole
lor any one lor 4 place, fur whieh he
thought Lim uufit, 1 feel mysell -ys.
tained by his awn re asonme in has lerer
to Mr, Monrae, in which spraking of
our venerable Soeliy fur the e par

ment of war, he remarked:  Tam com

pelied 10 say 1o yon. that the are

|-

ety of this warthy man are

et crin-
petent o the discharpge of the mni.
("i("i duties of ths o aArtmen I th re-
fore hope he mey net Accept the ap
pointmert. T s teaitul, i e dues, e
will ot addd muoch splendor ta his e
sent well rasned standing 1« a b
character " Surel was gy apiton of
(ieneral Jack<on, in fererce 1o t he
Presi '.C'u")'. H s convictions of (zover.
nor SWelty’s unfitness, by the habits of
his life, fur the appaintment of e retary

of war, were not more honest nur stron.

ger than mine were of his nwn want of
experience, and the necess Iry civil g

nal-
fications 1o discharge the durirs nf s pre-
sident of the United States. In his cle-

vation to this office, too, | thought, |
perceived the establishment of a fearfyl
precedent; and I am mistaken in all the
warmings of instructive history, if I erred
n my udgment. Undoubtedly there
are other and many dangers :n publie
liberty, l:n o' t8 that which proceeds
from m_nllhuy idolatry, but 1 have yet
to acquire the knowledge of i, f there
be one more perilous or more trequent,

Whether Mr. Adams would or would
not have been my choice of a president,
it 1 had been el freely to select
from the whele mass of American ciij-
Zens, was not the question submitred to
my decision. I had no sych liberty;
but 1 was circumscribed in the selection
I had to make 10 one of the three yen-
tlemen, whom the peeple themse lves
had thoupin proper to present to the
House of Reprisentatives, Whatever
objections or IEht Le supposed to exist a-

| judgment, the General

I was sensible of the gra- -

Union, was lefi by its legislature entire
ly free 10 examine the pretensions 3! all

douliless lLad tbe power 1w make
But then, with grest deference, | think
it was worthy of serious ronhidrrntim..
whether the dignity of the General A,
sembly ought not 1o have induced iy,
forbear addressing itself, not to ap.
other legislative body, but 10 8 smyy
part of i3, and requesting the member,
who composed that part, in a cage
which the consiitution bad confided i,
them, to vote according to the wisheg
of the General Assembly, whether those
wishes did or did not cobform 1o thej,
sense of duty. I couvld nor regary
the resolution as an instruction; for
from the origin of our siate, s Iegiq;_
ture has never assumca nor eXerciing
the right 10 I6SIPrUCT the 1epresentatives
in Congress. 1 did not recognise tha
the right, therelore, of the legislaiyre
to instruct me. Recognised tha: righy
only when exerted by you. That ype
portion of the public servants who made
up the General Assembly have no right
| to instroct (hat portion of them wh,
i constituted the Kentucky delegation i
| the House of Representatives, i¥ prop.
osition toa zlear o be urgfd. The mem.
bers of the General As::mb!y would
{ have bicen the first to behold as a pre-
| sumplgous interposition, any instryc.
tion, if the Kentucky delegation could
have committed the absurdity to Issue,
from this place, any instruction to them
tovole in a particular manner on any of
the interesting subjects which lately en.
gaged their attertion at Frankfort. ‘Angd
although nothing 18 further from my in.
tention, than 10 impute either absurdiy
or presumption to the General Assem.
bly, in the adoption of ihe resolution
referred 10, I must say that the dil.
ference between an -instruction eme.
nating from them to the delegation, and
from its delegation to them, is not m
principle, but 1s to be found only in the
cepree of superior importance which
belongs to the General Assemily.
Entertaining these views of the el c-
tion on which it was made my duty
vote, | felt myself bound, in the ex.rrise
of my best judgment, to prefer Mr. Ad.

the candidates, and to form its unbiassed

Assembly ol
K. utucky thought proper to interpose

and request the delegation 1o give its |

vote to one of the candidates, whom
they were pleased to de-ignate, [ felt
a sincere desire to comply with a re-
quest emenating from a source so r
peciable, 1f 1 could have done « con-
sitently with thess-paramount duties
which I owed g'you and 10 the country. |
Buiaf,, elland anxious consideration, I
‘.f“ﬁ it

iIncompatibie with my best l
judement of those duties t conform to

the request of the Geieral Assembly
The reso ution asserts, that it was the
wish of the people of Kenturky, that
their delegation shouid vote for the ge-
neral. It did not inform me by wha
means that body had arrived ar a know-
'edge of the wish of the people. 1
new that its memters had repaired to
cankfort before 1 departed from home
Lrome to Washington. I knew their
8liyinn was fAxed on important local
COlrns, well enatled, by their maygni-
'Uﬂt'rxclminh 10 engross it. No e-
leetiv o goneral « xpression of the po-

P""'."‘ wiment bad occurred since 1hat
n Nm‘-;ber. when clectors were cho
seily ANy ( that, the people, by ai over-
whelmi8Enajoriy, and decided agsinst
General@a g0, I could not «<ee how
Suchn an

€Xression aguinst him, could
€W TPIeRt nio that of & desire lor
his elecuiom TF a4 iy trye, the candi.
y darte whom fht preterred, were not re
turned to the Wege, §, 4g equally true
that the <ra'c ¥ he cunrest, s it pre-

sented atseil heret e hud never been
consiierad, 1l um- )

and decided by

thi Bl e :
vie peaple o }“_ ULy in their collee-
[ 1ve capaciy. Wi walit have been

their decision unon

b new -tate of the
question, 1 mieht

Y underaken to

rurjectare, hat the inty of any con.
clusiin of 191 :
) Sl f tari, a ‘\!;n- opirion, at
wt TR
|I. ch 1 “.' 1Y arviive, 'y 1o means
r fqrat 1o that coertanty .r.'[ -|:\irll'-u of
{ my ity te whiech | was But o hy the
fexXirtn | o ¥ Litsst andd oy 081 leliherate
Bireis Ty
‘pl v n he e :
I tections. The le e py | -srnht..l,,.‘“| ich
| some ol the delecaiion reeeis dy ex-
]
- | Y . i
[ prossed the most oppoosite apinbo.. and
j LHere were not wanting instatices' |er.
jrers freem some of the VEIY Mentieq
f who hao vated lor the resolution, ad |
sing a MifTerent conrse, I received freén,
a hitghly re sprctabie portian of my con.
Stiuents a paper, nstryg e me gs o).
lowe: sV,

he undesigned voters in
the Congressiansl distrier, having view.
ed the instrurtion or refuest of ni’oe lLe-
eislature ol K entude k)'. on the 'o'l'j?'lil. of
choosing a Prosident and Viee Presi.
dent of the United States, with re
and the <aid re quest ol in
Fepresentanve

gret,
TFuctiionto oyr |
In Congress from  this |

“1srict, heirg without ogr knowlege or
Cnnsent:

ourselves, connected with o momen
an nccasinn, hiere by mstrurt oor
sentauive in Congress (o yore
orcasion agreeahle 10 his nwn |
and by the best lights he me
the 1Uh.|rf ty with, or with

of the legislature of Kenti,.
instruction came bory unex
unsnlicited by me, and it
nied by Jletters assurin
cexpressed the opinion of
my constituenrs. [ coyld
regard the resolution as cy
dence of your wishes.

v lewed]as a mere req

poried 10 be, the (iene

we for many reasons known t le

tams; and I accordingly voied for bim.,
1 should have been highly gratified i 1t
{ had not been my du'y to vote on the oc-
casion, but that was r. muwita .,
an' 1 .id not gh»u to shrink from any
I responsi* ®5 L hich appertained to your
| rpicsentative.  Shortly alter the o jec-
von it was rumoured that Mr K« mier
was prepasring a publication, and (he
preparations for it which were muking
cxcited much expecration. According-
Iy, on the 2614 of February, the ac'dress,
under his name, tc the » Elcctors of the
9th Congressionsl District of the State
of Pennsyivania,”” madc its appearance
in the Washington City Gazewte. No
member of the House, I am porsuacer,
brlieved that Mr. Kremer wrote one
paragraph of that acdress, or of the
plea, which was presested to the com.
mitiee, to the jurisdiction of the House,
Those who counselled him, and compo-.
scid buth papers, and then purposes,
were just as well knewn as the author
of any report from the commitice to the
House. The first observation wnich
1s called tor by the address is the place
of its publication. That place was in
tis City, remote from the ceutre of
Pennsylvania, near which Mr Kremer's
thstricr 1s sitvated, and in 4 paper hav.
Ing but a very limited, if any circulation
in 1. The time is also remarkabie,
I'he fact that the President intended 10
nominate me to the Scnate for the of-
fice which I now hold, in the course of
a lew days, ws then well known; and
the puulication of the address was,
doubt, made less with an intenuon
communicate information 10 the cle
tors ol the 9th Congressional distiict ¢
Pernsylvania, than affect the decision c
the senate on the intented nomination
OFf the chararter and contens of 1hat
iliress of Messrs. George Kremer k
Co. made up, as it is of assertion with-
out proal, ol infererces without premis-
cs, and of careless, jocose, and quizzing
conversations of come of my friends, 1n
which T was no party, and of whie 1
have never heard, it 1s not my iptertion
1o say much. It carried its own refut-
tion, and the parties concerned s» iy
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