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BIOGRAPUY OF HENRY CLAY.

The fame of this emiocat statesman
snd his history, are already familisr to
many. A condensed view of his brilliamt
career, | trust, will be inieresting 10 most,
if mot all, of the resders whose eyes this
briel skeich may meet. To know how
and why be bas risen so high in the scale
of being. may exrite 10 emulation. When
we consider that lieary Clay has been the
architect of his own fortune, has mounied
the ladder of distinction by his own ex-
ertions, aided alone by his mative talent
and industry, his biography becomes
doubly interesting.

e is 3 native of Hanover couaty, Vir-
ginia, and was born on the 13th of Apsil,
1277.  His father, who was an esicem-
ed clergyman, died when his son was buy
a child, leaving no means by which he
could receive the advantages of a classi-
eal edocation. When but a bay, Heary
Clay entered the office of Mr. Tinsley,
then clerk of the High Count of Chancery
at Richmond, where his enbryo talonis
began 1o bud sed expand. Naturally a-
miable in his disposition, vrbane in Lis
manners, noble and genervus, open and
frank, h2 gained the frieadship of those
wiith whom he had intercourse, amongst
whom were geatlemen of the highest rank
and mosi extcusive inflaence, Aithe age
of nineieen he commenced the siudy of
the law, and so astonishing was his pro-
ficiency, that in one year afier, he was
admitted 1o praciice. ke soon proved to
his friends, and to the courts in which he
practised, that swength of intellect is not
based upon a collegiate diploma, and 1hat
1alents sometimes shine without receiving
an artificial polish from a classic waster.
American history is rich with soch spe-
cimens.

Soon after his admission, Mr. Clay re.
moved 1o Lexingion, Ky., where he pur-
sued the sudy of law some time before
he commenced practice. Natwnally diffi-
dent, he attached himsell 1o a debating
saeciety, in order to become beuter prepar-
ed 10 enter upon his duties as an advo-
cate. It 1s said his embarrassment was
so great when he fisst appeared belore
his colleagues in a debate, that he address-
ed the President, * gentlemen of the ju-
ry.” In a few woments, however, he
hecame collected, and astonished hLis de-
lig'ited audience with a luw of eloquence
that at once placed him on the high road
10 distinction.
ingion a year, he ok his place st the
bar, and was soon favored with a lucra-
tive praciice. He grappled fearlessly
with the most eminent lawyers, aud soon |
siood at the head of his profession. He
gained the respect of the courts ani the
affection of his clients,  Almost cotewm-
poraneously with his maturny, his poli-
uesl esreer comwenced,

1n 1803 Mr. Clay was eleeted a mem-
ber of the Kentueky legislature, where
he soon gained an unrnivalied influence.
Hle was there surrounded by the ablest
men of the state, veterans in legislation,
who had been sccustomed 1o consider
young members in duty bound to listen
and obey, a:g not to attempt, for a time,
any thing beyond the study of parlia-
mentary rules. But they soon became
convineed that the soaring mind of the
young Virginian moved in an orbitco ex-
tensive with their broadest expanse. lle
was perfectly st home upon every sub.
jeet, and guarded, with an argus eye, the
interests of his constituents, held subjeet
always 10 the general good. His polu-
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Ia 1509, the seat of Mr. Johuston, in
the Senate of the United Staies, became
vacand, four yesrs of his term oaly hav-
ing expired. Mer. Clay was elected 10
serve in bis place the two remaining
years. An important crisis in the histo-
ry of our country was st band, War
was raging in Europe, and our flag bhad
been repeatedly insulted by the contend-
ing parties, under pretence of an impro-
per imterference, 3 course that hal been
most scropulossly guarded againsi by our
nation. These depredations wpon our
rights, on the part of England, gathered
new strength with each reterning year.
Negotistion last its diguity and force, pa-
eific propositions were mel with eontempt
by the British cou-t, and our minister
was Wreated with contemely and disre-
gard. I became evident that we should
be under the necessity of measuring
swords with the old mother country, be-
foreshe would cease to infringe ourrights,
Purely American in all his feclings, Mr.
Clay was among the first to urge the ne-
cessity of preparing for war.  Although
he was anxious to avoid an open rupture,
vet he was for maintaining the honor and
dignity of our government, pore aund un-
desiled, regardless of consequences. Al
the expiraton of his term, in 1811, he
was elected a member of the House of
Representatives in Congress, of which
body be was chosen speaker by a re-
spectable mojority.  Under the high es-
citement that then existed, our country on
the eve of a war with a nation that had
long been misiress of the scas, members
differing widely as to the policy 1o be
pursued, it roguired mueh nerve, pru-
dence, and wisdom, 10 discharge, saiis-
factorily and impartially, tlre duties that
devolved upon him. is tuleats, howe-
ver, proved equal 1o the task; Lis [rienls
were not mistaken in their choice, [le
was & warm adrocate. for increasing the
; nary, jusidy cousidering it the right arm
| of our defence. It 18 to be regretted that
this poliey is not more stricily pursued,
and that our maritime foree is sull far in-
ferior 10 the resources and magoitde of
our expanding Republie.

When Mr. Clay arrived at the conclu-
sion that nothing short of an appesl to
sims would save our flag from continued

] urged the necessity of prosecuting it with

Afier remaining at Lex- | ‘
| mon level, and slie 1aught 1o respect our

insult, and when war was declared, he

the ukmost vigor and epergy.  He recom-
mended raising a force without delay, sof-
ficient to repel all invasion, and if neces-
cay, to act offensively, until the pride of
Great Britain should be reduced 10 a com-

flag and regard oor national rights. [le
was in favor of having the business done
prompily, eMectually, and quickly. He
was oppased o nursing s job of thns Kind,
and advocated strong and decisive mea-
sures.

Mr. Ciay was countinued Speaker of
the louse of Representatives unul 1814,
when he was appointed a commissioner,
in conjunction with Messrg. Adams and
Gallatin, 0 meet those of England, at
Ghent, for the purpose of negotiating
peace and a treaty of commerce. So
nobly had he discharged the Juiies of the
chair, and 50 generally had he won the
esiecmn of the members, that when he
took leave of them in a short but silec-
tionate and eloquent address, the big tears
were seen, on many 8 mauly cheek, chas-
ing each other in quick succession. An
almost unanimous vote of thanks to Mr.
Clay, for Lis valuable services, fullowed;
and the interesting, soul-siirring scene
closed, by a silemt look, that tld the
emotions of their hearts, as cach mem-

cal motto has ever been, ** my counlry,
my whole country, and nothing but my
country."

In 1806, Mr. Clay was elected to ihe | ,
[ our rigiits were ut-n;;lmcd. our nation

Senate of the United Siates for one year,
12 fill the vacancy occasivned by the re-
signation of Mr. Adair. He there not

only sustained the high reputation he had |
gained a1 home, but acquired additional |

fame with each succeeding effort.  Du-
ring that session, he became the bold ad-
vocate of the internal improvement sys-
tem, and has ever remained its firm and
faithful friend. His first specch in the

Senate was in favor of a bill for the erece |

tina of a bridge over the Potomae ut
seorgetown; and so clearly did he pre-
sent its prospeciive advantages, and so
fully did he answer the arguments of its
opponents, that he obtained the merit of
effecting its final passage. Dnring Lis
short stay at Wasltington, he alded jarge.
Iy to his list of admurers and fricuds.
The ensuing year Mr. Clay was eleet-
ed 1o the legisiatre of Lis own state, snd
was chosen spesker by a very large ma-
Jority. During that sessinn, he_lml an
opportunity, and exhibited forensic pow-
ers of the highest order. An atternpt
was made, and was advocated at first by
a large majority of the members, to pro-
hibit the use of, or recurrence to, any
English 1aw books, in the courts of Ken-
tacky. ‘This arose from a supposition
that the commo: law was an inexplicable
mass, and caleulsted to mislead rather
than inform the uaderstanding. In a
clear, lucid, eloguent, and convincing ar-
gument, their speaker exhibited its base
and superstructure, and showed that it
was foanded upon prineiples few in num-
ber, simple in their application, plaiu in
praciice, and sslutary in their results.
His effort was crowned with complete
sucesss, As their presiding officer, Mr,
Clay was respeeted, esteemed, and ho-
nored.  Familiar with the rules of legis-
1ion, his decisiuns were prompl, impar-
ua!, and generally spproved and susiain-
ed.

ber clasped his haud, snd took a final

' leave,

I'lie mission of the commissioners was
crawned with success; hostilities ceased,

elevated, our honor sustained, and the
valor of our navy and ariny placed on the
Lighest pinnacle fume conld rear. In the
spring [ollowing, these commissioners
! met at London, and completed the com
| mercial treaty, which secured o our
{ couniry many new and imporient advan.
[tages.  Mr. Clay proved himself as skil-
ful in the rules and intricacies of diplo-
macy, as those of the court of St. James,
| who had never properly appreciated the
(strength of American  stwesmen, In
Messrs. Clay, Adams, and Gsllatin, Eog
land saw a trio of talent, not surpassc:d
! h}‘ lier noublest lords,

Mr. Clay returned from Parope crawn-
ed with fresh lavrels, and was met by his
countrymen with a kind, a learnty wel-
come, without regard to party, Indeed,
noihing so soon neutralizes party spiritin
the breasts of] true patricts, ss & war,
| However we may differ on malters ol
policy, every friend of his country will
unite in the common cause to repel an
invading foe. Peace und prospenty, with
all their blessings, are liable to be poison-
ed by the noxious weeds of jealousy and
discontent, which ofien effect a dissolu-
tion of the body politie, which a mpture
with a foreign nation would effeciunlly
prevent. Civil discord is more fatal than
the attacks of other encmies.

On his return, Mr. Clay was agaio
clected a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives in Congress, and remained in
that body until the sccession of John
Quiney Adams to the presidential ehair
in 1825, by whom he was appointed
Secretary of State, the duties of which
he performed winh great abilily and
fidelity 1o the end of his term, when be
was elecied 1o the United States Senate.,
During his whole career, he has ever
been a sirong advocate of domestic manu-

: factares, internal improvements, aml x

protecuve tanil. [lis favorite Awmencin
system be bas kept in view, aaxions that

the boundless resources of our couniry |

should be fully developed, and our pative
land become independent indeed. lle
from duties

preferred raising a veveave

on imports, 1 liquidsie our natioasl debt, |

and meet the current expenses of the
government, rather than have recourse 10
direct taxation, 3 measure always obnox-
ious ta the peaple, especially of a republi-
can government.  1n a country so widely
spread as this, embricing such a great
variety of soil, chimate, and prodeciions;
it is not 1o be expreied o unanimity of
opininn can oXisl among our sialesmen
and legislators, on these important poinis.
Local interests will elash, loeal jealousies
will arise, and local feeling somelmes
will cause men of goad hearts and honest
intentions to Jose sight of their para-
mount obligativas to sustain our union.
This was strongly manifested in 1832,
doring the discussion of the tanil Lil,
when the doctrine of nullification was
promulgited by several eminemt states-
men of the South. | was then at Warh-
ington, and shall never forget the high
excitement that prevailed, Nor shall |
ever fwget, while memory lasts, the
seesices that Hlenry Clay then rendered
10 our coantry. Al the horrars of vl
war were rolling into thick elouds, realy
to burst in fury upon ns.  The wmple of
our liherty vibrated, as if shakea by the
carthquake of fienon, and the torch of
frcedom grew dim in its sacket. Even
hope, the sheet sachor of the soul, could
scarcely hoep the ship of state to its
mooring,  Amudsithies sesns
the siorm gathering new furcs with each

1]

retursing Jay, the session nearls closed, |

l?\.‘:ﬁlﬂlnf |"|!"llb\.’l_‘” s ol |.'||‘.l|‘-’ ad-l'v.\' ‘.1.
the stovtest hy
with the olive broach of conpromise.
Calm and dignili=d, wah peace beaming
upo lus eounty the big trars
rolling from Lis eves, he portrased, in
glowing eslorz, the necessity of preserve
ing, uubroken, the silhen cords of our
union, that hsd been dyed in the richess
blood of our (athers.  He thea presented
a hill which propusgd the gradual reduc-
tion of duties on inpaits, uniil they should
reach the standard eontended lor by the
South. In this plan, he recoguized the
pavment of the national debt, and the
ultimate reduction of the wnfl, 0 a reve-
nue that should only meet the necessary
expenses of the government.  "The brl-
lianey of thst short hour Mz, Clay has
never eclipsed. It was the chimax
earilily glory, 8 nobler act than w0 eon-
quer worlds,  T'hie sun of reconciliation
rose in all its spleador, the durk clounds
of discontent and eivil discond vanished,
and tears of joy Lung on many a chicek,
like dew drops in a swmmer mortiig.
If T remember rightly, this was about the
middle of June, aud on the 26, los bl
was finnlly passed by both beanches of

dalllty, -

Congress, and received the sancion of |

the Presilent, thus< saving our countey
from the greatest of all evils, civil war,
that hung over us, like a sword suspend-
ed by a single hair. That act aloge was
sufficient 10 place the name of Henry
Clay on the list of immuortal (ame, and
gives him a stronger claun 1o the grat-
tude of his country, than any man now
upon the theatre of action. The man

who preserves his eountry liom selll des |

struction, does more than he wlo Jeads

fleets and armies to tramphont viciory. |

He who possesses the rare talent of calm-
ing th~ raging billows of passion, 1s wor.
thy of the highest honors than ecan be
canferred, It 13 a heavenly gift, a shin-
ing ornament, a national blessing.

As a mediitor to seitle peesonal dis-
putes, Mr. Clay 14 also remarkably ha;-
py and suceessful. llonorable concess

sion and mutunl forbearance he has al- |

ways practised and inculested.  ile has
olten healed festering wounds lLetween
others, Ly a single applieation of the pa-

nacea of liis native gnod humor and ples- |

santry.

He is emphatically a peace ma-
ker.

He has uniformly taken a conspicuous !
part in every lesding question ti-at lias |

been agitated in Congrese. s sympa-
thies have slways been alive [or otlier
nations, whom he saw struggling for L
berty.,

Hle was the first who strangly advn-
cated ilie reengniiion of e tndependence
of South Amenien.  §lis success in effect-
g this, unguestinm ;':5_\' lsl!?'-'t'ml.-d ather
nitions from entering mnto an alliance
with Spain against the sauthern patriots,
The scevices of Mr. Clay were highly
appreciated by them, and fornully re-
cognized by dheir Congress.  1hs name
is interwoven wilh thewr history, as their
advocate sl benefactor.

Sullering Greece a'ss roused his ten-
e rest sympathiies, He ueged, with ali
the pawers of kis unrivalled eloquence,
the propriely ol ."l.'lldlll-_{ a Coamnssioner
o that classie land. He was strongly in
favor of having the publie lands u;";sru-
priated to the slvancement of internsl
nprovements and education,
been a zealous advoeate for the colunizas
uon of free negroes. Ou the preat na-
tional or Cowmbeddand road, a beautiful
monnment hss  been roased,
*“ Hesay Crav.”

and Munroe, the former of wly
him 3 mission to Bassia, and sul <efpirats
|}' ] pldﬂ* in Jid eabinet, hoth of whiels
e declined. Mr. Munroe etlered Jim
the proud station of misister W (he caurt
of St. James, and a place in lus vubinger,
which he slso declined. 1= |l found,
by experience, that lie eonld serve his

| he has had strong and inflaential politi-

ol confusion, |

uis, Me. Cliy appeared |

of |

He has |

nses b |
His il nts weie du- )
ly apprecinted by Presidenis Madison |
n ol redd |

" counfry betier ia the legislative balls,

ihan in sther sitaalioas.
Having slways stood st the bhead of
ine measures that have divided 1he

'Wﬁumhumm

eal opponests, whe, although they ee-
weemed him sad scknouledged his supe-
| ior talents, have twice successfully op-
| posed his clection w0 the presidential
chair.
Like » m.jority of great mea, he must
! be gathered to bis fathers before full yust-
tice will be done 1o his merit and patniot-
ism. From his tomb, fresh laurels will
i.;-,;ir.‘ up, and mingie i_!m'l odour \luh
! e evergreens of enduring fame. The
bisterness of party spirit will be lost in
the grave, snd posterity will awand 0
him that praise which thousands now
withhold from the very fact that he is 3
great man.

Fur native eloguence, Mr. Clay stands
warivalled in our eoun'ry, if not in the
worll. For elegance and ease in action
when speaking, 1 have never scen his
equal. His figure is tall and erect; his
voice clear, rich and melodious, flling
a greater space s the same piteh than
sny other | ever heard.
nanee is snimated and pleasing, and his
wanner Always Lappily adapted 10 the
' subject, [his arguments are wsually well

arra \_;l-'.l. logeal, sud ta the pnt. La-
der exert=meat, he 18 BcUmes person-

ol, hurling at tis antagunist the keen lan.
cet of sanure, but, Like the Gt he eais
a spuk by eolision, ond then s conl 8-
gan, lle appears never to retain any
A will against any person. I private
conversation, he 1s miegestng, sgreeable,
aud sl wavs (udl of hie aod ehrcifuliiess.
la Lis manners, w1 I ote, genticamans
I)‘. anid highlv necew i lished; ut the same
| tmo so plain and easy, that o faroer of

mechanie, uuaceswomed e company In
f high Life, feels hamscif, in 4 few moe
menls, perieetly free and relieved from
all vinborassment 1u his presence.
is frauk, affictionate, snd warm-hearted;

a faithful friend 2nid a geuerous enemy.

He possceses much of the milk of hua-
man kindaess; his heartis always noved
at the wmisfortunes of the human Lnaly,
individually and eollecuvely, aud where
he ean, he relieves their wants with a li-
beral hand. In his private and domesie
relations, he is respected and esteemed,
and sheds the rays of happiness, harinoe
ny sud pesce throngh every circle in
which he moves. When he takes his
final exit 1o * that country from « hose
bourne no traveller returns,’’ taking
all in sll, our countey will probabiy ne-
ver look on lis like again, lhis ments
have ruised lum in hie, may glory en-
shiriae him in death.

Plalad "pllaa, Apn 1, 1904

——— el O
Foom Aleva
THE RESUMPTION OF SPEUIE
PAYMENTS.

The expediency, ar eather, the inexpe-
diency of a speedy resumption of specie
payments s very ably disenssed by Me,
duddle, President of the United States
Baak of Pennsylvania, in a letier alilress.
ed o the Honorable Johin Qumey Ad ins,
and published in the Natunal Gazeite of
| April Tih,

The argament is divided inty seven
istinet heads of which we can ouly give
the following summury,

I. The causes of the suspension of
spanie paymente are sull in foll foree.

I The credit system of the United
Stateg aad the exclusively metaliie system,
are now fairly in the field face 10 Fice to
| each other; and one or the other mus
fall,

HI. The disorders of the eauntry lie
tw deep fur superficial remedies, and
palliatives irritate without cuninz.  Cone
grese, and Congress clone, canapply ade-
quate relief,

i The situation of the hauks now
j compared with what it was at the
resumplion of specie pavments,

13 the argoment whiehy bas
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1V. l'.n-n;-.-re the sitmation of the
Baoks ot the 1t resum, il now
After asaspension for nrarly thece vears,

Congress annlied 4l 0
ngress anplied il ns

e,
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o I induee,
1o persuade, and 1o as<at the Banks i
their efforis oy resume. 17
the resalution of 1816, amtaoriziog the
re-m‘pt ol the llﬂ!l‘.'!nfGI'CI'il?-;lrl_\'nt: Banke.
But this alone was iusufficient; and st the
same time they esiablished the Bank of
the United Siates, with a capital of thirty-
five millions.  The Bank ealled a Cone
vention of State Backs, and sprecd that
if they would resume specie pavments, n
would.

1. Assume all their Jobits ta the Go-
vernment of the United Siates,

2. Discount 1o those wha had pays
ments o make to the Goavernment, the
whiole amount of their bowd=; and i adidi-
tion.

3. Disconnt ta those notindehied 1 the
Gosernment two mitlines 1 New York,
two millions in I'Inlai!u!p'u.n, one anid @
hall million 0 Bultinore, snd ball a
L million i Rechimande—.in:!

. Waall

st g

nnaseil
1
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esimption brougla them mte

Hillierity,

I Tie Bank at the same thme ioig arted,
{atag expense of more than hall & million.
e s of seven gullvms of specie; anl
Lo mathis alter the tesumption s ilin-
corits reachod twenty milliong.  Com
pare with this staieiient one contiion
now,

‘Then the government agreed] o receive

for 2l dues the aotes of he Bl g de
United States—now all Bank poge, s

' siriving 1o desiroy gy
Thea it estsblished 3 vew and vigoy,,
Bank copital—now it nefuses 0 ereqse
new Baok, snd secks w0 erippls .;...:
existence. Then we had 1we
and sixty Banks—oew we have
nine hondred.

In short, what rellsnce bave the fygy,
now with the Executive bostile 4o they
Whst protection like that of the |,
Bank of the United Ststes bave they o,
sustain them! None whatever,

The only circumstance not w hall
favorable in the comparisen, is m’;::
rate of exchange with Eaglaad, By,
vothing general or permancat ean be 4.
ferred trom this cirenmstance, whiey,
frequent'y oceurs, and on the preseny
occasion is wheily sccidental in New
York, from the uonatural condition ju
which her measures of extreme rigor hase
deiven every thing. 11 under ordinaey
circamstances, while other things undey.
went no depression, exchange on Englang
should decline, it might be inferred thy

RUS’

1lis counte. |

§
l
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l':l‘!‘hﬂcl owes 1o the United Stares e
! than we have yet drawn from her, Bu
Litis wot exchange slone that has fulien,
Exchange on England bas not falleg 3
New Yok o8 much as the internal o.
chinges or stocks or feal estate, or haye
pratbave fallen, ‘s Tectseemsdecinge
as 10 the cause, Dot can this depressiy
comtiane?  Certainly not.  These rige:.
ous measures are understood 1o be o)y
preliminary =eonly preparations for an ey,
ion by the Banks of New Yo,
I’ which s to testore ease sl confidence.
Well, the moment this ease and emnb.
fdenee veturn, all things will nise, a0 5.
| ehange of course smong the nunber,
| Besides this unnstural condition o/
Cwork its on g remedy, as all irregulanties
| are vared by their own excesses, Ty
seil every thing and w0 buy noling
impraciicable, and wheo the Eaglish have
bonght all the produce we have to spare,
we must of course buy from thewn why
manufactures they have 10 spwre, Ay
soon as the proseeds of oor indusiry ane
realized in Englind-=while we have
gradually exhansted our supply of Englih
goods—our own merchants will conven
their profite into 8 fresh supply 1o be
brought over: or, 1l this process be 1o
slow, the Engiish maoufasturers lem.
selves will send their o wn goods for male,
In either ease the exclhiange will recorer
its eguililirium, and of course will rise
here, for between two sueh countnes s
America anil Eoagland, a permanent ime
quality of exchange, as a basis of the
metallie currency of cither, i8 impossitic

V. The state of the countey ts unfavor
able ty a resunpuon of specie paymears,
being sueh thit the cantraction of syt
ant accommodations by the banks, ue
cessary 1o a resumpiion, wonld oerasin
immeasurable ruin sad distress 0 (e
communiy. Thisis shuwn by referener
Lo (arls,

VL "The month of May i the wordt
season of the year for resuming, o
aceoun! ui ie state of domestie exclang s
andd Ve non peee plaon ol the avads ol the
cotton erop from Burape.

VII. The determination of the New
York Banks i pesume in M AV, 18 10
for Peoanssvlvania or any
hecanse 1t arses [rom the lamitaone by
the 3¢t of the Legislamire of New Yors
which eompels their baoks to rcsume, o
furfeit their elisrters,

Mr, Bidille’s adveice to the banks gen
!.’.t!i} founded on ilis srate of the ecarr,
i9 thus exprosssed,

Ou thie whale, the rourse which in ny
judgment, the Banks ought 1o pursue, ¢
sim v this:
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Theseare my opunongs very Jdeliherait
Iy formed, and very frankly expresst
They are thus set
the cousse of niliizs, but to (8. 51 o my
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The Boston Journs) publishes an 8™
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