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From the Beston Aths,

We enpy from Hoban's Skeiches of
Uaited States Senators, the suthor’s por-
traiture of M Webster. ltisdrawn,
28 w¢ thiak, with no common elogurace
sad vigor of pencil, sad with @uch fide-
Lty o she great original.

DANIEL WEBSTER.

There are fow names more conspicu-
ous in the political history of the day
than that which heade this article. Pur-
suant 1o my fixed intention, | will care-
fully sbstasn (in the portraitere which |
shall sttempt To make of this distinguish-
ol mn.'wldi.', from every observation of
» polineal ag partisan character.

The person of Mr. Webster is short,
large, heavy snd vawicldly ; in move
ment he 18 slow and spparently inactive,
He dresses plainly, in dark colors, with
pestacss and taste, but without any at.
tempt whatever at display. Il counte-
pance is very remarkable, his complex
ion saturnine, his eyes and lair of »
deap black, Ilis lips are thin, his teeth
of dazzling whiteness. His forehead is
vety peculiar, of most uncommon magni-
tude, his brows heavy sand lowering.
The moment thal your eyes rest upon
him, you conclude that he is 3 man of
gteat mind, and conscious of intelicewal
superiority, 1w festares are not well
caleulated 1 give pawerful expression to
pasion, You will ofien observe, when
ke is animated, 8 sneer upon his face,
which sccompantes every remark which
procerds (rom hum of particular farce or
severity. Although most studiously ur-
Lase 1a his deporument, and flom educs-
won and disposition averse to giving
pun, yet, when jusufied in such 2 course

by the conduct of hie o, he is
capable of wiclding with readiness o
sword of sarersm & satire which culs
with the keenness of the scimitr of the
East.  Mer. Webstor is distinguished for
sohdity, sirength, and power of reason-
ing. His veual manner is cold, and di-
dactic, frequently, however, extremely
earnest, and slways when esrnest mosi
powerfully eloquent. Although trained
to the severo mental discipline of the bar,
he is fond of omament, and is alwaye
succeosful when he attempts it. lle pos.
sesste 8 fino imagination, and is never -
verse, whilst traversing the therny pathe
of poliucal disputation, o scaticr the
flowers of rhetorical elegance around
bim. He ofien displays & familiar ac-
quaintance with the poets. He is 2 prac.
teal and fluent spesker, and ready in
debate. His views of a subject are al-
ways liberal and enlaged, and he en.
joye the advaotage of a fund of know.
ledge of the most extensive character,
whieh his well trained miod enables him
to apply with peculiar sdvantage in de-
bate. The North seldoma lurnishes »
passionate declaimer. The temperature
of man genarally kes of the nature
of the clime in which he is reared. The
coldness of his home reigns throughout
the manner and appearsnee of Mr. Web-
stor. He never thunders with the wild
vehemence of Mer, Clay, or burns with
the continuous warmth of Preston or Cal
houn. lle wants the psssion and enthu-
siasm which is necessary 1o eloquence of
the most overpowering and exciting cha-
ragter.  Yet he is an orstor of grest ex.
collence, and a most efficient speaker.—
Hlis manner suits his matter, and he dise
playe as much fervor s you would deem
n appropriate keeping with the sober-
ness and deep study which characteriz.
os oll his remarks. You slways listen|
10 him with sttention, and when he con-|
cludes you invariably rise from hearing
him with a firm conviction of his great
ness as 8 mon, and that your limeo has
been profitably employed whilst you
heard him.,  Hishabits must be those of
great industey, and whilst at Washing.
ton, his time, in publie, is divided be-
iween the Senate chamber and the bar of
the Supreme Court,  In the latter forum
his powers have frequently been tasked,
and tosted, by collisions with minds of
the highest order and most extended at-
tinments, ‘I'here—where his greatest
laurels have been won—his compelitors
have been such men as Taney, Pinck-
ney, Jones, Emmet, Wiri, and others.
Iis orations upon occasional subjecis,
unconnocied with politice or law, have
sdded greatly 1o his reputation, anid are
presarvod and held forth to the public as
wodels of literary excellence. His pow-
er in debato has been frequently brought
into requisition in tha llouse of Repre-
eentatives and in the Sende of the Uni-
ted States, The writer of this had an
opportunity to hear him during what
was called the panic session, and also to
witness {he whole of that intellectual
combat which took place between Mr.
Webaier and M. layne, on Mr. Foote's
colobrated resolution. 1 well recollect
the expression of unmitigated scorn
which crossed the lips of this Semator
when Me. Hayne intimated that he had
pased by Mr. Benton, to sttack Aim,
sad that Mr. Benton was an overmaich
for him,

“ Matches snd over matohes! “These
lorms are mors applicable elsewhore
than here, and fitter for ather assemblag-
e than thie.
10 forget whore, agd what we are, This

debating whenever 1 may
debate, or from speaking what-
I may see fit 10 say, on the floor
of the Senste. Sir, whea uttered as

it

t forth any prelensions
I when put to me, as
» matter of taunt, | throw it back and
say to the gentleman, that he could pos.
sibly have said nothing less likely than
such » comparison to wound my pride
of character.”

| alse well remember his magniGicent
conclusion in this debate. The Senate
chamber was crowded ; the membere of
the louse of Representatives had »-
bandoned their posis, 1o be present —
Surrounded by the nodding feathers, the
glitering ornaments, and rich and fash-

Mr. Webster advanced a step in front of
his desk, which he pushed behind him,
aad ia a tone and manner of the uimont
earnestness—turning from the chair of
the president and looking towards Mr.
Hayne—with very lile sction at the
commencomenl, but incressing in heat
and vehemence as he progressed, until
at length he beeame impassioned and vio-
lent in the extreme, and far move elo-
quent than | had ever heard hig before
or sincc—he observed :

“ 1 have not sllowed mysell, sir, to
look beyond the Union 1o see wlint might |

lie Lidden in the dark recess behind.—
| have not coolly weighed the chances
of presorving liberty, when the bonds
that unite wse togeiher shall be broken
asunder, 1 have not permitted mysell to
hang over the precipice of disunion to
see whether, with my short sight, I can
fathow the depth of the abyss below ;
nor could 1 regard him a8 & sale consel-
lor in the affawrs of this Government,
whose thoughts should be mainly bent
on considering not bow the Union eould
be best preserved, but how tolerable
might be the condition of the people
when it shall be broken up and desiroy -
ed, Wihile the Union lasts we have high,
iuciting, graulying prospects spread out
before us and our children. Beyond that
[ seek not to penerate their veil. God
grant that in my day, ot least, that cor-
tain may not rise. God grant that en
my vision may never be opened what
lise behind. When my eyes shall be
turned to behold for the last time, the sun
in heaven, may I not seo Lim shining on
the brokon fragments of a once glorious
Union ; on states dissevered— discardant
~belligerent ; on a land rent with civil
feuds, or drenched it may be with frater-
nal blood !

« Lot their last fecble and lingering
glance rather behold the gorgeous en-
sign of the Republic, now known and
honored throughout the earth, still full
high advanced, its arms and trophies
streaming in all their original lustre—nol
a siripe erased or polluted, nor a <ingle
star obscured—bearing for its motio no
such misorable interrogatory as */Vhat
is oll this worth?’ nor thase other words
of delusion and folly, Liberty first, and
Union ?lﬂ'wlﬂ‘l ; but every where,
spread all over in characters of living
light, blazing on all its ample folde, as
they float over the ses, and over the land,
and in every wind under the whole hea-
vens, (hat other sentiment, dear lo every
true Amerivan heart : Liborty and Uni-
on, now and forever, one snd insepara-
ble 1"

It i» difficult to find any thing in Ame-
rican Literature transcending the rich-
pess and beauly of this extract.
allusion to the flag of the country is fine-
ly poetie, ‘The example of Mr. Websier
proves conclusively that the most ener-
getic and powerful minds are not unpro-
pitious 1o the euliore and growth of the
more chaste and better productions of
the imagination. The prose of Milton
is as powerful and nervous as his poetry
is pre-eminently sublime. Shakespearo
is as renowned for his aceuraey—for his
knowledge of man, and of the human
heart, ss for the sweetness of his verse,
his taste and thrilling pethos. It is a2 ou.
rious fsot that the earlier efforts of Mr,
Curran are plain and void of aitempt
at thetorical display, and he has declar.
ed that all his excellence—ifor which he
is 0 celebrated—in splendor of expres-
sion and esstern and ima-
geey, was tha result of labor and of sw-

Sir ! the gentleman spems | : i
! care aud attention which are lavished up-

dy. The tinted sud perfamed flowers
require in rearing the same assiduous

onable array of the besuty of the land, |

|

on the fruit and grain of sntumn. Sae-
cess, therefore, in this of

- | mind, is equally entitled to our conside-

ration, as in the more valued auributes
of the reasoning faculty. It is 2 com-
mon snd injurious ervor that they may
;.c! be eo..::lu:.‘ My, Chief Justice
arshall eai Mr. Pinckney, of
Maryland, that be wielded the clob of
Hercules entwined with lowers—an ex-
ion itsell—a beautiful iliustrasion
and example of the very merit in sno-
ther, which commanded 80 apt snd warm
an evlogivm. The writer of this is not
of the nomber of the personal frierds of
this gentleman, snd feels thatin remarks
which find their origin only in a sense
of wruth sud justice, his opinion is not
swayed by predilections of any charac-
ter in favor of the individual of whom he
speaks. The history of Mr, Webster is
inieresting as that of one—of whom it is
our boast that our institutions sre caleu-
lated to exhibit numerous instances—who
has nu; by his own exertions, {rom an
origia of comparative humility to posts
of the greatest eminence ; m:ly whylever
may be the diversity of opinion ss res-
pects the weight or merit of his views
88 3 politician, he has won his way to
widely spread and enduring fame, and 10
the respect and admiration of his fellow-
citizens, and no man, who thinks and
feels as every American should, but is
proed of Lim.

From the Southern Litersry Messenger.
THE PLEA OF INFANCY.

In the year 17°%, 3 young man named
T E—— commenced the trade of
merchandises in a county adjoining his
native one of B. llis capital was not
more than four or five hundred dollars;
and his stock in trade consisted only of &
Inmlo(T.a bag or two of coffee,
two casks of whiskey, one ditto of hard
cider, some nails, bar iron, and half a de-
zen of small ** notions,” such as pins,
fishhooks, &e. &e. Nothing particular
was known of him in that neighborhood,
though some of the wise heads bad been
occasionally shaken at the idleness of his
life, It bad certainly verged upon dissi-
pation. His father had never controlled,
never wsefully employed hins; but had
suffered bim to raise pocket moncy in the
three stages of childhaod, boyhsod, and
youth, successively, by selling hare-skins
snd rackoon skins, and by gembling.
Hle was at times & royslering, Wwrbulent
blade, as ever pitched a dollar or drained
a glass: but like most * do-nae-goods,"”
he could be, when he pleased, smooth
and specious in word and manner, as Bo-
lial himeell, Ile was moreover, hand-
some; of precisely that feminine besuty,
which in any man is apt W betoken a
light mind snd frivolous character, butin
one whose lot of life is low, hardly ever
fails to indicate, if it does not cause, ul
ter good-for-nothingnese.

Such was our young merchant. But
pone of his neighbors dreamed of hall
the ill thet was in him; the good was on
the surface, and every body was caplivat-

led by it. Never had so smsll a grocer

80 large arun of custom. Hlis sugar and
coffee had to be renewed every two
weeks. E——"s * store" became the
favorite haunt of all the good fellows
within five miles around. All Saturdays
and many other days beside, were devot-
ed thero to tippling, piching with dol-
lars or with flat stones instead of quoits,
playing *old sledge” (or * all-l’onn"j
with dinty, greasy cards; quarrelling an

fighting. E. was the inspiring genius of
every such frolic; notonly by dealing out
the liquor, but by mixing with the drink-
ors, sod driving forward the jest, the
laugh, the game; nay, sometimes, (for he
could bully very plausibly) the quarrels
and the fight. If Ae ever himselfl fought,
it was in a very slight way, merely to
maintain a reputation for spirit, which
wae indispensable to good standing in
that region. It never lost him a friend,
or gained him a black eye for more than
three days. He was the datling of the
topers.  Ho was so p{ and frank; his
Isugh was such ready chorus 1o all their
jokes; he poured out his good. drink for
them so ungrudgingly, not only while
their nomyﬁmnd. but #o long as they
had a cow or a feather bed at home; he
took such care of them when they were
overcome with liquora-helping to Jift

The [them from the floor, where they would

be trampled upon, to his own bed in the
counting room, snd when that was full,
to a snug corner where they might lie
and ve——"! ‘T'hen if one ol their horses a1
pight-fall, tired of standing all day gnaw-
ing the fence rail to which he was tied,
happened 1o got lonse and set off home-
wards, E. was sure to catch and secure
him for the night, either by tying him to
the same stake sgain, or by putting him
in & pen hard by; often, l00, throwing
him several corn stalks 1o browse upon—
which the animal, if it were only for va-
riety’s sake, relished better than the rail.
There was nobody like T'—— E—.
The women of the neighborhood, ono
might well think, would be with most difs
ficalty won over to E.'sinterest. ‘Their
discomfort certainly increased with his
wade. Husbands and fathers were often-
er and oftoner seen staggering home,
with rod bloated faces, shiny. stupid eyes,

their whole persons exhaling insufferable

countenances, and Lft wp

hands and eyes 1o leaven, whea they
Leard their grown up sons talk of going
0 E's store: daughiers Lung their heads,
snd almost hid their faces in their long-
cared calicr bonnets, 1o conceal their eor-
row sand bruises, a8 they entered tbe
meeting-house on s Sunday after one of
their fathers’ coanvivial Saterdsys: and
wives drooped in sileat, unutterable woe,
under the brutality which was now re-
quiting the'surrender of their young
liearts, and constant devotion of sll their
womanly energies, Yet unaccountably,
they did not view T Ece 28 the
suthor of their griefs. It had always
been the custom, thst every man who
could find his account in selling wpirits,
should do so il he pleased. He never
had been regarded as a mischievous
tempter; nor had any of the misery he
caused been laid at his door, Besides, E.
personally, was so pleasing—he flatiered
the dames and flirted with the lasses so0
winningly—he was so demure and moral
when it was bis cue, and so handsowe at
all times—~that he was no less a favorite
with the women, than with the tippling
men.

Amagng his female friends, was & wi-
dow woman, who became desirous o
tura her livtle farm and farming stock in-
10 money, which she thought would yield
her a more certain and support.
infatusted wae she with the manners and
ostensible character of Tee E—v,
that she suffered him 1o be the purchaser,
st the price of 1500 dollars, upon his
own, unsecured bond, for paying her an
sanuity during life. It never occurred
that this flourishing mecchant and charm-
ing young man could possibly be ineol-
vent; mor (what proved more material)
that he was ot of an age 1o bind himself
Ly a contract.

For one or two years, the annuily was
duly paid; but for the third and fourth,
it was unpaid; and all other means hav-
ing failed, the bond was placed in my
hands, ** to be collected by suit.” The
suit began, sud proceeded to a stage, at
which, il no delence were made, a judg-
ment by default would be confirmed
sgainst the defendant,  Just at that stage,
he, by counsel, entered his appearance
and pleaded infuncy; i. e. that when he
made the bond, he was not twenty-one
years of age. The case was laid over

continued) till the ensning term, at his
tanee, the loose practice then preva-
lent, not requiring him to make affidavit
that his defence was jusi—else, ia all
probability, he would have so sworn.

At the next term of the court, when
the cause was called, both parties an-
nounced themselves ready for wial. My
client had for her agent a kind neighbor,
who saw 10 the summoning of her wit
nesses, and served as a link of commu-
nication between her and me. Her ad-
vorsary was presenl in person, prompi
ing his counsel, and holding earnest gon-
versations with his only witness—his fa-
ther—who stood near, with a pursy book
like a Bible, under his arm. As we
vould neither slloge that the obligaticn
had been given for necessaries, nor that
the dJefendant had confirmed it by any
promise mude since he came of sge,
there was no sliernative but to dipute the
fact of infancy. The great question lo
be tricd therefore, was whether he was
under age or mot, when the bond was
made! In opening the caee, [ stated to
the jury the nsture of the transaction;
exhibited the bond; told them what ques-
tion they were to decide, and that the
burthen of proof was on the defendant,
to show his infancy; touched briefly up-
on the general dishonesty of that defence;
adjured them because of that dishonesty,
and because this money was literally the
all of my poor widowed client, to be s
tisfied with none but the most clear and
convincing evidence of what her debler
alleged; snd then recited the circumstan-
ces on which [ relied, to repel his alle-
gation. ‘These weve merely, that he had
transacted business with many persons
on his own account; that his father had
not, for a year or two before his becom-
ing a merchant, exerted the slightest au-
thority over him; that his features and
appearance were those of an adult; and
that he had voted in an election previ-
ous to the date of the bond.

The defending counsel then rose, o
make the opening stalement on behall of
his client. He justified the young man
for pleading infancy by the general good
policy and p: justice of the law
which snthorized it, snd by the particu-
lar fact that in this inadauncohrh; Ing.
through inexperience and youthful conh-
dence, InmI;:duoal by the :hinliﬂ' ‘s
artful representations, 0 offer her twice
the value of her property. As to the
question of infsncy, the learned counsel
said (with an sir of undoubting trivmph
that he would offer preol which wo
dely all my ingenuity to parcy or elude,
and any amount of skepticism in the jury
to disbelieve; proof, by the oath of his
client's own father, a man of unimpeach
able charseter, that on the day when the
bond bore date, the ohligor was only

ningteen years and some mouths old.

8o | said the old man, nodding at his sou.
“Ynmdmuﬂ‘h-ahym

ND THE Ll'—TREUIIA'.F ﬂl ll!l'l'.
THURSDAY, MAY 16, 1539, N e ey

ere's my son's birthday, written

by me with my own hand in this here | insensible

Bible. It's my own handwrite.”

* Read it,” said the couneel.

Theold man put on his spectacles, snd
read an entry, i-pmln*
E~—, son of the above™ (mesning his
pareats, whose marri was noled on
the same page) * was ou" such »
day, 17*%; being just pineteen years elo-
von months and mx days, before the date
of the bond.

* When did you write this!" said the
couneel.

“ The very day sfier Ae was born,"”

recollection of that!"

“ 0 you; for I've had the Bible ever
since, and read over this regisier a thou-
sand times,"

» Very well,”” said the counsel again,
and with a big, 'l“lli'l look: -*l.ljn'

nl L “ .
But pirhops, bir. W, you sl with to
cross-examine the wiiness!"

I certainly did wish 1o cross-examine
him; and smid so, Meantime, 1 had sero.
tinized the old man's Bible. It had no
pages marked off between the two lesta-
ments, for a Family Record, ss modern
Bibles have: the regisier of marriages,
births snd deaths, was written on a blank
leaf st the beginning. It was observable
that all the enirigce, though purporting to
cover twelve or fificen years, were nol
only in the same hand, but made with
ink of exaclly the same color. Several
different pens did appear to have been
used ; but this, it struck me, might be
only a finesse, 10 make the times of wris
t‘iz seem different. The identity of ink

nd bandwriting, was exiromely suspi-
cious. .

“Mr. E——," #aid I, “upon your so-
lemn osth do you say, that you wrole
this entry of your son, T.'s birth, here

he was born 1"

“Yes, il | was to die this minute, 1
say so !" oo

“» ‘Ald did you write these other regis-
ters !"

¢ | did—at the partikkler time every
one of "em bare date.”

last, exacily as old-Inoking as the ink in
the first, which, you say, is fifteen yesrs
older 1"

»] don't know—the long time, 1 sup-
pose, has made’em all look old slike.
Can you see any difference in leeth, be-
twixt a horse that's filteen and a hotse
that's twenty?! Besilos-—-the iok is
pale, and here was different pen marks;
that's evident.” And his counsel, de-
lighted with his reply, held the book
tentatiously towards the jury; whe
seemed but 100 much of the old man's
mind.

Staggered but not desperate, I again
ook the Dible and hrlﬂll:.ldh lill;

age ; where 15 my surprise and joy,
f:.'.' that it bad been printed only ons
vEAR before the bond ilself had been ex-
ecuted! 'The book had not existed, va-
til nineteen years after the yme when as
the father swore, he had there registered
his son'e birth!

Hiding my joy, however, and com-
pasing myself ss much as possible, I a-
gain, by reitersted q made

old man repeat beyond
retraction or denial,
siory ; and then by reading slowd the
printed date in the title page, and show
ing it to the jury, I eatisfied them that
the book been bought, and the en-
tries made, in pale, oldish colored ink,
with pens purposely varied, since fhe
present suit began, and for this very oc-
casion. :

The wretched father sunk down ini con-
fusion, upon the witness bench. Without
leaving their box and withoul another
word of testimony, the jury found a ver-
diet for the plaintiff.

i

EDITORIAL ADDRESS,
Rivinglon, the Kiug's printer, it is
known, wae 8 tory during the
Revolutionsty War, and was duz:
assailing the rebels. Ethan Allen,
dare devil of Vermont, determined to give

in this Bible, on the very next day after

wThen, if s0, why is the ink in the| pe
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TIHE UNITED STATES AND
CANADAS,

In the Official pupu,d
ing is published s letter from the
tor of the port of Cleveland, in

Becretary of
L ] Mﬂm w

prevent its recurrence as will enable
vessels of the United Sutes 1o pase
through the Canadian canals without the
slighiest danger of interruption, or an-
noyance of any Kind.

Upon the disclosed in this vor-
respondences our Official paper (e
Globe) makes the following remarks,
which, though & lile tari, are true

mqlh.. Nal. Intel,
“The Eaglish snd Canadians,

cannol prevent such sttacks as that
IMSughn Girard,"ven wi
its of Canada. and with a
limyml.;nd the civil authotities,
not, their glass houses, throw swnes
at the Democracy of this couniry for i
becility in preserving order, will
find the great mass of our roa-
dy as themeelves wjacknow
manifest wrongs, whea not
numerous

?

iTsd

"
©
and

——————
The maintainance of the police force

him a licking; and some reminiscences in | of the city of London for the year 1838,

wannet in which Rivingion got rid of the

unpleasant allair.

.

the New York Express, show the elever | cost,§1,018,800,

A konave discovered is the greatest fool.
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