THE CONSTITUTION AND ¥ HE LAWS—

Vige, President Stephens's Views upon
" . Peace M.vements.

Tha following letter from Vice President Hom, A.
H. Stephens, giving his views npon “ Peace Move.
ments,” will be read with interest. Tt ‘was written
in answer to  letter addressed to him by several
. gentlemen in the interior of the Sgate:

Crawfqrdville, Ga,, Sept. 224, 1864,

Gentiemey :—~Yoyu will please excuse
me for not answering your letter of the
14th instant, sooner, | have been absent
nearly a week on a visit 16 my brother in
Sparta, who has been quite out health
for some time.  Your letter | found here on
my return home yestecday, Thedelay of
my teply thus ocgasiened I regret.

Without further explanation ur apology,
allow me now to say to vou. that no person
living can pessibly feel a mg&, ardeut de-
sire for an end ta be put to is vonatural
and merciless war upon honorsbly and just
terms than [ do. But I really do not see
that it isin my puwer, or yours, or that of
any nomber of persony in gur positien, to
ifavgurate any movement that will even
tend to uid in bringing about a result that
we and so many more so much desire, The
movement by our Legislature at its last
session, at the suggestion of the Executive,
un this subject, was by autherity properly
constituted for such a purpose. That
movement ‘in my judgment was timely,
Judicious, amd in the right direction. Nue
has it been witheut results. The organi-
zation of that party at the North to which

you refer may justly be claimed as a part |

of the traits of it.  These it is to be hoped
will be followed by others of a mora mark-
ed character, if all in both sections who
sincerely desire péace upon correct termf
will give that mevement thus inauguraf¥l
all the aid in their power.

The Resolutions of the Georgia Legis-
Iature at its last session, uponi the sulfject
of peace, in my judgment émbadied and
set lorth very clearly those principles up-
on which alone there can be permanent
pesce between the different sections of this
extensive, once happy and prosperous, hut
now distracted coantry, I'he easy and
perfect solution to all wur present troubles
andl those far more grevows ones which
loom up in prospect an@ portentously
threaten in the coming future, is nothing
more than the simple retognition of the
fundamental principle and teuth upon which
sll American Constitutional libarty is
feunded and upon the mainfenance of
which alone it can be preserved ; that 15,
the savercignty—the ultimate absolute so-
vereignty of the States. “Tlis dbetrine our
Legishature announced to (Re prople of the
North and to the world, "It is the vuly
key-note to peace—-pernfahént, lasting
peace—cofsistent with the security of
public liberty. The vid Conlederation was
formed upon this prineiple, ‘The old Uni-
on was alterwards [drmed wpon this prin-
_ Ciple ; and no Union or League can ever be
forwed or maintained Berween any States,
North or South. securing publie liberty
upon any other principle. The whole
frame work of American Institutions which

in so <hort a time had won the admiration !

of the warld and to which we were indebt-
efl for such an unparalleled career of pros-

|and expressed through its legitimate and
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ple” and the * gaverned ” in this annun-
ciation i1s meant cemmunities and bodies
of men capable df organizing and maintain-
i_nfg Government, not individual members
of *ociety. The *“ consent of the govern~
ed” refers to the will of the mass of the
community or State in its organized form

properly eonstitoted drgans,

It was upon ‘this prihciple the Colonies
stovd justified”befure'the world in affecting
a separatjon from the mother country. It
was upon this'principle that the original
hirteen co-equal and co-sovereign States
formed the Federal compact of the old
Union in 1787, It is upon the same prin-
ciple that the present co-equal and ¢o-
sovereign States of our Cnllfrdtrnc?f {orm-
ed their new compactof Unien. The idea
that the old Union or any Union between
any of their sovereign States consistently
with their fundamental truth can be main-
tained by force is preposterous. This war
springs from an attempt to do this prepos-
terous thing. Superior power may compel
a Union of some sort, but it would uot be
the Union of the old Constitution .or our
new—it would be that sort of unioen that
results from despotism. The subjugation
af the people of the South by the people of
the North, weuld necessarily invelve the
destruction of the Constitution and the
averthrow of their liberties as well as ours,
The men or the party at the North to whom
vou refer who favor peace, mustbe brought
to a full realization of this truth in all jts
bearings belore their efforts will result n
much practical good ; for any peace grow-
ing out ol a Union of States established by
force, will be as ruinous to them as us. The
action of the Chicago Convention, so far
as its platform of principles gnes, presents’
as | have said on another occasion, ** a ray
of light which under Providence may prove
the dawn of day to this long and clieerle
night. The first ray of light I have seen
from the North since the war began. This
'cheers the heart, and towards it | could al-
{most have exclaimed
| Hail, holy light, offspring of Heaven frst born,
Or of the eternal co-etcronl beam,

May 1 express thee unblamed ! since God is light

Indeed, | could quite so have exclaimed
'bul tor the sad reflection that whether it
shall bring healing in its beams vr be lost
in dark and omdnous eclipse ere its good
work be done, depends so much upon the
action of others who way not regard it aud
view itas | do. Se at best it is but a ray
—small and tremulous ray—enough ouly
to gladden the heart and yuicken hope.
The promineut and leading idea of that
Cenveniion seems to have been a desire to
reach a peaceful adjustment of our present
|dificalties and strite through the wmediom
‘of a convecation el the States. They-pro-
puse Lo suspend hostlities (o see what can
be done, i anything, by uegotistion of
some sort.  This s one step in the right
directivt.  To such a conveation of the
States | should have no objection as a
peaceful cunlerence and interchange of
|views between equal and sovereign Powers
~just as the convention of 1787 was call-
ed and assembled. The properly consti-
tuted authorities at Washington and Rich-
mond, the daly authocized Kepresentatives
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submitted for subsequent ratification by the
severeign States whom it affected, before it
should be obligatery or binding, and then
binding only on such as sheuld so ratity.
It becomes the people of the South as well
as the people of the North te be quite as
watchful and jealous of their rights as their
commenancestors were. ‘I'he maintenance
of Liberty in all ages, times and countries,
when and where it has existed, has requirs
ed not only constant vigilance, and jeal-
ousy but has often required’ the greatest
privations and safferings and sacrifices that
peuple or States are ever subjected to.
Through such an #rdeal we are now pass-
ing. “Phrough a like and even severer or-
deal our ancestors passed in their struggle
for the principles which it has llevo%ved
upon usthus to defend and maintain, But
Errat as our sufferings and sacrifices have
een afd are to which you allude, they are
as yet far short of the like sufferings and
sacrifices which our fathers bore with pa-
tience, courage and fortitude in the crisis
that “tried men’s souls” in their day.
These are the virtues that sustaine! them
in their hour of meed. Their illustrious
and glorious example bids us not to under-
estimate the priceless inheritance they
achieved for us at sucli a cost of treasure and
plood. Great as are the odds we are strug-
glingagainst, theyare not greater than those
against which they successfully struggled.
In point of reverses, our conditlon is not
to be compared with theirs. ' Should Mo-
hile, Savanoah, Charleston, Augusta, Ma-
con, Montgemery, and even Petersburg
and Richmond fall, our condition would net
then be worse or less hopeful than theirs
was in the darkest hour that rested on
their fartunes. With wisdom on the part
of these whe control our destiny in the
cabinet and in the field, in husbanding and
properly wielding our resources at their
command and in securing the hearts and
the affections of the people in the great
cavse of Right and Liberty for which we
are strugglivg, we could soffer all these
losses and calatnities, and greater even,
and still wiamph in the end. At preseat;
however, | dv not see, as I stated in’the
outset, that you, or [, or any number of
persons in our position, can doanything to-
wards ‘inqugurating any new movewment
looking to a pescelul solution of the pres-
ent strife.

"The war on our part is faicly and entire-
ly defensive in its character. How long
it will continue to be thus wickedly and
mercilessly waged against us, depends up-
on*the people of the North. Georgia, our
own State to whom we owe allegiance, has
with great unaniwmity proclaimed the prin-
ciples upon whigh a just and permanent
qucc ought to be sought and obtained.

he Congress of the Confederate States
has followed with an endorsement of these
principles. All you, and I, and others in
our position, therelore can do on that line
at this time, is to sustain the movement
thus inaugurated, and to the utmost of our
ability to hold up their principles as the
surest hope of restoring soundness to the
public mind North, as the brazen serpest
was held np for the healing of Israel in the
Wilderness.

The chief aid and encouasgement we

perity and happiness, was forwed upon | ol the two Counfederscies of States, now at | can give the Peace Party at the North is

this principle.  All vur present troubles
spring lrom a departure from this princi-
le—from a violutivn of this esseatial vital
aw of our political organism,

In 1876 our ancestors and those who are

waging this unhely crusade against us, to- |

gether proclaimed the great and eternal
truth for the maintenance of which they
Jointly pledged their lives, their fortunes
and their sacred honer, that ** Guvernfents
are instituted amongst men deriving “their
Just powers from the consent of the go-
verngd ;" and that “ whenever any form of
Governmwent becomes destractive of these
endy (those for which it was formed,) it is
the gt of the people to altar or abolish
it and 10 institute & new Government lay-g
ing a v fovudation on sach principle
and m-'.nizin‘ its powers in such form as
to them shall seem most likely to effect
t heir safety and bappinees.”

It is needless here to gtate that (he ** peo.

war with each other, might give their as-
|sent o such a proposition, Good uughl‘
Iresult from it. [t woold be an appeal on|
Ibuth sides from the] sword te reason and
Ljustice.  All wars which do not resu't in
the extinction or extermination of one side
or the other must be ended sooner or later
by some sort of negotiation. From the
id‘ucuuion andl intrrchln;e of views in
such a convention, the history as well as
the true nature of our institutions and the
relation of the States towards each other
and towards the Federative Head would
doubtless be much better understovd gen-
erally than they are now. But I should
favor such a proposition only as a pesceful
conference as the Convention of 1787 was.
1 should be opposed to leaving the ques:
tions at issue to the absolute decision of
such a body. Delegates might be clothed |
with powers to consult and agree il they

could upon some plan of adjustment to be

to keep belore thew these great fondamen-
tal principles and truths which alone will
{ead them und us ty a permanent and last-
ing peace, with the possession and enjoy-
went of Censtitutional Liberty. With
these principles once recognized the future
would take care of itsell. There would be
no more war so long as they should be ad-
hered to. All questions of boundaries,
Confederacies and Union or Unions would
naturally and easily adjust themselves ac-
cording to the interests of the parties and
the exigendies of the times. Herein lies
the ttue law of the balanee of power and
the harmony of States.
Yours respectfully, '
ALEX ANDEJI!. STEPHENS,

Tuz Jews 1x Moroceo.~Sir Moses Mon-
tefiore has addressed a letter to the Prime

Minister of the Sultan of Moroeco ian re-{

ference to the recent disturbances in that
country. The venerable ﬁhilmthropist ur-
es the Minister to watch carefully over
the carrying put of the edict of the Sultan
in regard toJthe liherties of the Jews and
non Mussulmans in Morocco.
This wealthy Israelite has. made himself
conspicuous for his energetic services in
Europe and the East in behalf of his coun-
trymen the Jews. He has often visited
Palestine and the coast of Africa where
many of his people reside, and hisidea is
to provide ways and means for their return
to the land of their fathers. With this
scheme in view he has had interviews with
the Emperor of France, and we believe
with other crowned heads also, seekin
such co-operation as governments can af-
ford, to promote, the object. The theery
of some interpreters of prophecy is that
when Louis Napoleon makes a treaty with
the Jews to aid them in their return, we
may know from that moment the period
that is, to intervene before the coming ef
the Lord Jesus to reign on the earth! The
prophecy of Daniel is referred to as inti
mating this fact. N.Y, Observer.

W

Tus Furaror Mivester,—We have sel-
dom read a more beautiful tribute to the
true Minister of the Gospel than the fol-
lowing extract from an able speech deliv-
ered in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, by Hon. D. \V, Voorhees, of
Indinna: . -

* Sir, let not these remarks aad records
of faithful history be construed into an at-
tack apon the ministers of our divine reli-
gien. [ have endeavored rather to portray
the evil results which flow from a desecra~
tion of that high calling. To my mind
there is no vocation, on this side of the
mysterious river which divides time from
eternity, so lofty, no career of life so se-
renely beautiful, and bordering so closely
upen leaven, as the benevolent pursuits of
him who tenders the cup of salvation te
the low of a falling world. A halo hevers
around his head which tells that he walks
in the footsteps of his blessed Master. In
the presence of such a man I would stand
uncovered and do him reverent hemage.
And there are many such whose pure and
noiseless lives pass almost unheeded by
the busy, striving world, but areund whom
the comforting angels of the Lord encamp
by night and by day. In their keeping are
all the future hopes of the Churche~the
Christian welfare of mankind. The youth
of theland sheuld sit at their leet and learn
wisdom, and both young and old should
rise op and call them blessed. Butin this
bright category of humar excellence—this
high galaxy of stars shining with an en-
earthly splendor—there is no place for
such as take charge of Churches by ordaer
of the War Department, and preach the
gosvel as “commanded by the President of
the United States. The vineyards where
they labor never bear the fruits of peace—
never smile with domestic tranquility. Be-
fore them [ do not plead my cause. From
them | expect te hear no voice save the

continued and profracted ery of havoc.”
——— e

Tesriee Errecrs o Ligurxive.—~We
leatn that vn Saturday afiernoen last, abeut
five o'clock, Mr. Nelson Lew, who lives in
this county, between Lilesville and the
Grassy Islands, had three childrea (boys)
killed from the effecis of lightning——aged
respectively 17, 14 and ”, YTtappears that
at the time they were Killed no rain had
fallen immediately in their neighborhoed,
and that two of the children were sitling in
the door watching she play of the lightning
as the cloud was passing, with the third
lying behind them on (he foor mear the

oor. Their mother was somewhere sbout
the house. She was considerably shocked
I{z the stroke that killed her achildrm.

‘hen she recovercd her first thought wus
of her children, a71d when she went to look
alter them, she sn o the one that had been
lying on the floor, still in that pesitien v .1
his clothes on fire, Ehe put the fire oui,
and feund him dead. The other twe !
fallen from the door cutside~one Iyir. on
his face, the o'ier on Lis side, and Loth
ead, Woedesborough A+ *ua.




