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THE SIEGE OF LONDUNDERRY.

We copy from the Fayetteviile (lbserver the fol-
lowing exciting secount of the siege of Lendonderry,
It is from Mucauley's History of England. In the
present dersngement of the mails, and the peucity of
malier In the fdw exvhanges we get. we do not know
ihat we could Bl & pege with anything that would
be ore interesting (o our readers.

One of the most remarkable mlitary
wents recorded in history in the struggle
or Londondercy, an Irish tewn, which fer
105 days in the spring and summer of
1689 resisted.the French and Irish armies
engaged i the cffort to resestablish the
sovernment of King Jawmes, superceded in
1688 by William and Mary. That our
prople may see what brave men uuulinﬁ
tor freedom in past ages have endured, an
by endurance accomplished, we copy the
closing pages of Macauley’s account in his
third velume of English bistory. The
siege began in April. The delences were
werk ; provisions were scanly ; her Go-
verner was a Lraiter; an incensed tyrant
and a'great army were at her gates. Hat
ithin her walls were brave men—7,000 in
il capable uf bearing arms ; snd those as-
isted by as brave women lought threugh
prii and May with Jdesided advantage
ver the fue. But foed was scarce, and
bhe besiegers knowing it, crosely blockad-
d the town by land and by water, aban-
juued fighting, and resalved 1o try the et-
fect of hunger. The Historian says:
Within the walls the distress had become
sireme.  So early as the eighth of June
orse-flesh was alwest the anly meat which
ouldl be purchased ; and of horseflesh the
upply was seanty. It was necessary teo
vake up the deficiencsy with tallow; asd
ven tallow was doled out with a parsime-
iaus aad.

(u the fifternth of June a gleam of hope
ppeared.  The sentinels on the top of the
athgdral saw sails niae miles off in the

y of Leugh Feyle. Thirty vessels ol
ilferent sizes were counted. Signals were
sle frum the ot Sles and returned from |
e want heads, bSt were imperfectly un- |
erstond an both sides. At last 2 messen-
er irom the feet eluded the lrish senti |
els diverl wnder the beom, and infermed |
be gorrinon that Kirke had arrived (rom
wgland with treeps, arme, ammunition,
nd previsiens, tw relieve the city.

In Landonderry expeciation was at the

ought it unsafe 1o make anv artempr, |
iher by land or by water, on the lines ol |
ie besiezers, and retired to the entrance

lne answer,

3

iﬂ% many vears, to scientific war, to be
bifiled by a mob of country gentlemen,
farmers, shop-keepers, who were protected
only by a wall which any geod engineer
would at ence have promesaced untenable !
He raved, he blasphemed, in a language of
his own, made up of all the dialec's spoken
feom the Baltic te the Atlantre. He would
raze the city 1o the ground ;he would spure
ne living thing ; no, wet the young girly;
mot the babies at the breast. As to the
leaders, death was too light a punishment
for thew ; he would rack thew ; he would
reast them alive, In his rage he ordered
a shell to be flung inte the town with a
letter containing a horrible menace, He
would, be said, gather inte ene body all
the Protestants who had remaiaed at their
homes between Charlemont and the ses,
old men, women, children, many of them
near in blood and alfection to the Jefenders
of Londonderry. No protection, whatever
wight be the authority by which it had
been given, should be respected. The
miltitude thus brought together should be
driven under the walls of Londonderry,
and should there be starved to death in the
sight of their countrywmen, their friends,
their kinsmen. This was ne idle threat.
Partiss wure instantly sent put in all di-
rections to Collect victims, At dawn, op
ihe morning of the 24 of Jaly, hundreds of
Protestants, who were ?u‘;td with ne
crime, who were incapablé of besring arms,
and many of whom Lad pretectlens grant-
ed by James, were dragged to the gates of
the city, It wasimagined that the piteous
sight would quell the spiritof the eolanists.
But the only effect was to rouse that spirit
1o 81ill greuter energy.  An order was im-
mediately put forth that no man should ut-
tor the word Surrender on pain of death;
sod ne man witered that werd, Severa)
priseners of high rank were in the town.
Hitherto they had been well treated, and
had received as good rations as were mea-
sured out to the garrison. They were now
closely confined. A gallows was erected
vo one of the bastions ; and & mes<age was
convered to Rosen, requesting hia to send
a ewnlessor instantly 1o prepare his friends
fur death.  The prisemcrs in great disway
wrete 10 the savage Livonian, but receivedl
They then addressed them

selves to their countryman, Richard Hamil-
twn, Tney were willing, they saud, to
Jied their blood lor their King; but they |

barity of their own cowpanions in arms.
Hawmilton, though a man ol lax principles, |
was not cruel.  He had been disgusted by |

d{,f, by land eor water at their choice.
They dewanded hostages for the exact ful
filment of these cunditions, and insisted
that the hostages should be on board, of the
ficet which lay in Lowgh Royle. Such
terms Hamilton durst not grant; the
Governors would abate nothing ; the trea-
ty was broken off, and the conflict resom-
menced.

By this time July was for advanced; and
the state of the city was, hour by hour, be-
seming more [rightful. ‘The number of the
inhabitants had been thinned mese by [a-
mine and disease than by the fire of the
enemy. Yet that fire was sbarper and
more constant than ever. Ope of the gates
was beaten in; eme of the bastions was
laid in ruine; but the breaches made b
day were repaired by night with indefati-
gable activity. Every attack waw still re.
pelled. “ But the fighting men of the garri-
som were so much exhausted that they could
scarcely keep their legs. Several of them,
in the act of striking at the enemy, foll
down from mere weakness. A very swall
quantity of grain remained, and was doled
out by mouthfuls. The stock of salted
hides was comsiderable, and by gnawing
them the garrison appeased the rage of
hunger. Dogs, fattened on the bleod of
the slain whe lay' unburied areund the
town, were losuries which few could af-
ford to purchase. The price of & whelp's
paw was five shillings 2ad sizpence. Nine
horses were still alive, and but barely
alive. They were so lean that Iittle meat
was Jikely to be found upon them. It was,
however, determined teo slanghter them for
foed, The prople perished se fast that it
was impossible lor the sarvivers to perform
the rites of sepuitore. There was scarce-
Iy acellar in which sowe cérpse was not
decaying., Such was the extremity of dis-
tress that theé ruts who came to feast in
those hideous dens were eagerly hunted
and greecily devoured. A small fish saught
‘u the river was not to be purchased with
wovey. The only price for which such a
treasure could be ebtained was some hand-

and unwhelesome diet engenders, made ex-
istence a constant torment. The whale
city was poisoned by the steach exlhaled
from the bodies of the dead and of the half-
dead.

That there should be fits of discentent
and  msubordination amoog men during

l‘l‘hl: but & few howrs of leversh j.qilhu'-glil it handl e die the l:ufamlnwu\;wch -itcr_’lu- inevitable. At one me-
ere fullowed by weeks of misery. Kirke death of thievrs in conseguence ol the bar-

went it was suspected that Walker had
laid up somewhere a secret store ot foud,
aud was revelliug in private, while he ex-
horted others to suffer resvlutely for the

I Lough Puvle, where, during several the ishamauity ol Rosen, but, being only | goodl cause. Hisbonse was strictly exam-

eehs, e lay inactive,
ld’n-u e pressure of lamine became

second in cummand, conld not venture tv)

ined ; his jwnucence was fully pro'ud; he

|uprrn publicly all that he thought. He | regained his pepularity ; and the garrisen,

> §iz=d ;
very dac more severe. A strict search|howover rewonsirated tlmngly. Sume -/ with death in veat proespect, ﬂ'll“oll'!d to

i wave in all the recesses of all the | ish officers felt wn this eccavion as i h-] the cathedral to hear him preach, drank in |
wuses of the city ; and seme pmvi-inm.‘"'i'"l' that brave men should feel, and de- | Lis earnest eloquence with delight, aml!

hich had been concesled in cellars by |
tople whe had sinee died or made their|
caps, were discovered and esrried to lhcl
hagazines,  The stock of cannon balls '"0‘
‘most exhaasted ; rad their place was sup-
lied by biick buis coated with lead. l’ﬂ-'
lence began, as usual, to make its apprar- |
foein the teainof hunger. Bifteen offi- |
s died of fever in one day. The Go- |
ernor, Baker, wan among those whe saok |
nder the diseave.  His piace was supplied |
y 2 Col. Juhn Mitohelbyurne. |
Meanwhile it was known st Dublin that |
irke and his squadron were on the coast
[ Ulster. The alarm was gueat at the
W stle. Even bolare this news arrived,
vaus had given it as his epinion tha
ichurd Hamibtun ooy val tu the dif- |
colties of the situation, It had therefore |
*n resolved that Regen weuld take the
hiel command, He was gow sent down
Btk all .reﬂl.
On the 19th of June he arrived st the
sdquarters of the, besieging army. At
W be sttempted to undermine the walls ;
It his plan was discovered, and he was
pelled te abandon it after A sharp fight,
which more than & hundred of his men
ereslain.  Then his fur rose te astrange
itch, .Iic. on old seldier, a8 Margha! of
Ance in expectancy, trained in the school

the greatest geaerals, accustomed, dur-

clared, weeping with pity and indignation, |
that they should never cease 1o have in|
their ears the eries of the poer women ani |
children who had been driven at the point!
of the pike todie of famine between the
camp and the city.  Rosen persisted dur. !
ing furty-eight hours, In that time maey |
unhappy creatuves perished ; but London- |
derey held out as resolutely as ever: oml
e !'.;ﬁ thet his rrivie was ITit"_l' o prwlucv-
wothing but hatred and rbloqay.  He at
length gave way, and sufferad the survi
vors towithdraw.  The garrisen thes took
dewn the galluws which had been erected
vn the bastion, =

. » Rusen was recalled to Dublin ;-
and Richard Hamilton was again left in
the chief command, He tried gentier means
thun these ®hich had breught se much re-
proach sn his predecessor. No triek, no
Ive, which was thought likely to discourage
the starving gacrrison, was spered. One
day a great shuut was raised by the whole
Irish eamp, The defendersof Londonder-
ry wers soon informed that the army ol
James was rejoicing on account of the fall
of Enniskillen. ‘They were told that they
had new ne chance o btin? relieved, and
were exhorted to save theirlives by ¢.pit-
ulating. They consented 1o nrgotiate. Bul
what they avked was, that they should be

permitted to depart armed and in militery

.

eut forth from the house of Ged with hag-
E'ard faces 2ud otlering steps, but with
sprrit still wnsobdued. There were, in-
decd, some secret plottings. A very few
whscure traitors opened cemmunication
with the enemy. Bat it was necessary
that all such dealings should be careruily
concealed. None daced ta utter publicly
any wards save words of deliance and stub-
burn resslution.  Even in that extremity
the aeneral ery was ** No surrender.” And
there were nol wanting voiees which, in
law tones added, ““ First the borses and
hides ; aud then the prisovers: and then
each other,” It was afterwards related,
hall iu jest, vet vet withewt a horrible
misture of earnest, that a corpuient citi-
zen, whose bulk presented a strange eon.
trast to the skeletons which surrousded
him, thought it exppdient to concesl him-
sell from the namerous eyes which follow-
ed him with caonibal looks whenever he
appeared in the streets.

t was ne slight aggravation of the sul-
ferings af the garrisen that all this time the
Enaglish ships were seen far off in Laugh
Feyle, Cemmonication between the fieet
and the city was almost impossible, One
diver who had attempted to pass the boom
was drowned. Another was hanged. The

fuls of satmeal. Leprosies, such as stranged

paper sewed up in a cloth button came to
Walker's hands. It was a letter from
Kirke, and contained assurances of speedy
relief, But more than a fortmight of in-
tense misery had since elapsed, and the
bearts of the most sanguine were sick with
[deferred hope. By no art could the pro-
visions which were left be made to hold
out twn,days more,

Just at this time Kirke received a dis-
patch frem En Iand.-wﬁ{ckccnuined 8-
itive orders that Londenderry should ‘be -
relieved, He accordingly determined to
make an attempt which, as far as appears,
he might have made,with at least an equal-
ly fair prospect of snccess, six weeks
earlier, . =~

Among the merchant ships which had
come to Lough Foyle under his convoy was
one called the Mountjoy. The master,
Micsjah Browning, a native of Londonder-
ry, had brought from Englanda large car-
go of provisions. He had, it is said, re-
peatedly remonstrated sgainst the inaction
of the armament. He now eagerly volun-
teered to take the first risk of succoring his
tellow-citizens ; and his offer was accept-
ed.. Andrew Douglas, master of the Pheenix,
who had on board a great quantity of meal
from Scotland, was willing to' share the
danger and the honor. The two merchant-
men were to be escerted by the Dartmouth
frigate of 36 guns, commanded by Captain
John Leake, afterwardsan admiral of great
fame. .

It was the thirtieth of Jaly. The sun
had just set; the evening sermeon in the ca-
thedral was over; and the heart-broken
cougregation had separated, when the sen-
tinels un the tewer saw the sails of three
vessels coming up the Foyle. Sovon there
was a stir in the Irish camp. The besieg:
ers were on the alert for miles aleng both
shores. The ships were in extreme peril;
for the river was low ; and the only'naviga.
ble channe! ran very near to the left bank,
where the headquarters of the enemy had
been fixed, and where the batteries were
most numerous. Leake performed his du-
ty with a skill and spirit worthy of his no-
ble prolession, exposed his frigate to cover
the merchantmen, and used his guns with
great effect. At length the little squadron
came to the place of peril. Then the Mount-
joy took the lead, and went right at the
beom. The huge Larricade cracked and
| gave way ; but the shock was such that the
Mountjoy rebounded and stuck in the mud,
A yell'of triumpi: rose from the banks; the
Irish rushed to their boats, and were pre-
prring to board ; but the Dartmouth poured
on them a well-directed broadside, which
threw them into disorder. Just then the
Phaenix dashed at the breach which the
Mountjoy had made, and was in a moment
within the fence. Meantime the tide was
rising fast.  The Mountjoy began to move,
and soon passed sale through the broken
stakes and foating spars. But her brave
master was no more. A shot from one of
thre batteries had struck him ; and he died
by the most enviable of all deaths, in nght
L of the ity which was his birthplace, which
| was his hooe, o' d which had jvst been
|saved by his coucage and seli-devotion
from the west (rightful form of sestruction.
The night had closed in befose the conflict
at the boew began; but -'ﬂ_' flash of the
guns was sren, and the noise "N_ra» by
wie lean sud ghastly wultitede which ce-
vered thy walls of e city. When e
Mountiny grourded, and when the shout of
tnump-h 'ru-.t- from the ll’l.h on !H)Ih 'lii’t"
Lof the river, the searts of the besieged died
| within them., One who enduared the vt
terable anghish of that moment has tolo o«
that they loked fearfully livid in each
other’s eves. Even after the barricade
had been passed, there was a terrible hails
hour of suspense. Tt was ten o'cleck be-
fure the skips arrived at the quay. Tle
whele population was there to wele .me
them. A sereen made of casks filled with
earth was hastily thrown up to profeet the
landing place from the batteries sn the
other side of the river; and then the work
of un'oaving began. First were rolled un
shore bacrels containing six thous no b

language of signals was hardly intelligible.

shels of weal.. Then came gieat tureirs

On the 13th of July, however, a piece 'oflcnkl of beef, flitches of bacon




