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Frriow-Cimizzna:—The resolt of the
“ Peace Commission” is known to the

;«m . Lhe of those wha have
im;tq: belieyed that an .hnnurph'l’c. termi-

o

ation might be put to the.war by negotia-
54y 4y L disappoinied. © The|sén

encwmy, alter drawing us inte a conference,
abru 't]’y_ i_erhi:u«l- it by igsisting upon
terms which they well koew we could
never accept, Our absolufe snzrender and
submidsion 1o the will of the conqueror are
the only conditions vauchsafed by ear ur-
rogant foe, We are .told that if we will
lay down our srms, and place dur lives,
liberty, property and domestic institutions
at the feet of President Lincoln, that he
will by merciful ta ust. Upon his clemen-
cy we must cely to save us from waiver-
wal confiscation and extermination! Yes!
tbenl are :ll:o mdllg'mslpu which the
people of the sovereign States compesin
the Confederacy may ‘b:' allowed 10 dn—!
what? Te retars into * the Union? funn
which they solemnly and deliberately with-
drew themselves because their interestand
their honor required it, and' their repug-
nance to which fear years of remorseless
and cruel war have served but te intensi-
fy! Thavks be 1o God, who controls and
overrules the counsels of men, the Maaghty
insolence of vur enemies, which they hap.
ed would intimidate and break the wspirit
of our pewple, is producing the very con-
trary effect! From every part of the
country there comesupin s¢ 8 shoat
of mingled indignation and defiance !

A noble enthusiasm re-animates our gal-
Jant army, whe have been battling so jung
for freedom and independence! ket us
all be united now. Let there be me parties
or factions a8, Lt us rise to the
height wf the great vccasion. Let usall be
willing te spend and be spent in the cause
of ‘wur country. Let us contribute freely
all that we have, il need be, to carry on
the war until our trivwph is secured. Let
us take faternal covasel together, and
calmly consider our condition and pros-
pects. Such a survey, we believe, must
tend te re-assure and enceurage even the
least sanguine, ' We have, it is true, re-
cently met with serious disasters. Our
fortitude is being severely tried. We have
sulfered moch, and most be prepared to
saler more, in theganse for whicrwe are
struggling. Is the cause worth the sacri-
fice? Tu, answer correctly we must con-
stantly keep in mind the end for which we
are contending, What is our ohject in
this war?  The establishment of our inde-
pendence, through which alone are to be
secured thie soverrignty of the Siates and
the right of sell-government. What 13 the
alternative ? Our subjugation as a people !
Is it possible to over-estimate the horrars
of this terrible alternative? Can the im-
agination over-color the picture which
would be presented in the event of our
failure 2 I we fail, not enly political
degradation, but social humilition must
be wur wretched lot. We would wotonly
be paolitical vassals, but social serfs. An
enemy (hat has shown himsell destitute of
the erdinary sensibilities of haman wature,
apdd whose worst passions are embitiered
and enflamed aguinst us, would assume the
absolute control of our pulivesl and soeis!
destinies. In vain would o prowd, theugh
vanquished, people look even for that mer-
ey which the conquered receive from a
generous fue. Those * Stale Rights ' which
we have been taoght to prize so dearly as
the greatest bulwarks’ of constitutional
liberty, and which, from the earliest peri-
od of our higtury, we have so jealously

varded, would be snmthilated. T'he Con-
ederate Siutes weuld be held as conquered
wﬁncn by the despotic government at
ashington. They would be kept in sub-
jogation by the sterm bhand of militery
wer, as Venetia and Lombardy lu:c
beld by Austria—as Poland is held by

the Russian Czar. Not only would we be

deprived of every political franchise dear
s treemen, but ll‘y we would be de-
ded to the level of slaves; if, indeed

| property and- estates of vanqaished «red
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his ‘former haster, 'Not only ‘would thé
bels”! be canfiscated, but they would be di”
vided and distributed among’ our Alrican
bondsanen, But why pursue the hidéous
pieture further ? * Southesn manhnod re:
volts at the bare. ilea of the spectacle pre-
ted. - Can you think of it gnmeved ?
Can property—can life'itself~be so dear
to you as to allow "nﬁ'lﬂf'ﬁ"ﬁiﬁ thed ' for
one moment ag«inst degradation so ibject
—gainst misecy. so, profound ? | We do
not; and canoot, believe it. - If the proud
memories and traditions of our first great
revolution do not nedve you to eternal re-
sistance to such a ‘consummation—nor the
example of our forefathers, wha wresiled
for the independence. they bequeathed to
us during seven long years of wuffering

reaier than we have enduced —let not the
precious blood that has been already shed
by our bravest and best in the present
struggle cry out to,us from our yet reeking
soll Jn vain! Frujtlessly, indeed, have
those sons and brothers—martyrs of libee-)
ty—bled and died; jf we falter vow in the
path which they haye illumined before us!

In the Revolution of '76 our armies and
our people sulfered far more than we have
done. UOur cities then were almost all in
the hands of the British, avd we were en-
tirely cut off {rom all supplies from sbroad,
while eur facilities for producing them|
were infinitely less than they now are..
Greene tells as that the battle of Butaw
was won by men wiho had scarcely shoes ta
their feet or shirts to their backs. They.
protected their shouiders from being gall-
«d DL:he bands of their cross-beits, by
bunches of moss or tufts of grass. A de-
tachwent marching to Greene's assistance.
passed through a region se l'-'?l by beth,
armies that they were compelled ta suusist|
on green peaches as their only diet, There|
was scarcely any sait for fifteen months,
and when obtained, it had to be used spar-
ingly, mised with hickory ashes, We ned{
but allude te the terrible winter which
Washington passed at Valley Forge, with
an army uopaid, hallf-starved and half-pa-
ked, and shoeless, to convince us that much
as gur brave soldiers are now enduring,
thewr lathers, fur a like cause, endured far
more. Washington did not then despair,
Liee does not now despair of the finsl tre-
wwph of a righteous cause, Why should
we be doubtful—much less despondent—
of vur ultimate success ? :

The extent of our territery—the food-
producing eapacity ol our soil—the amount
and character of our population—are ele-
ments of etrength which, carelully hos-
bunded and wisely emploved, are amply
sufficient to insure our final triumph. The
passage of hostile armies through sur coun-
tey, thoughgraductive of eruel sullering to
our people audl great pecuniary lug, gives
the; enemy no permanent advanlage or
fuothald.

T'o subjugate a country, ils civil govern-
ment must be suppressed by a continuing
mililary force, or suppluoted by another,
to which the inhabitants yiell a voluntary
or entorced obedience. The passage of hos-
tile armies through eur territory cannst
produce this resuli. Permaneat garrisons
would have to be stationed at 2 sofficient
number of points to strangle all civil go-
vernment belore it could be pretended,
even’by the United States government it.
sell, that its puthonity was extemled over
these Stales, How many garcisens would
it requite? How wany hundred thousand
soldiers would suffice to suppress the civil

overnments of all the States of this Con-
ederacy, and to establish over them, even
in name and form, the authority of the
United States? In a geographical point
of view, therefore, it may be asserted that
the conquest of these Coofederate States is
impracticable.

f we consider the food-producing ca-

city of nur seil we need feel no sppre-
iensiing as to eur ability to feed the peo~
le and any srmy we may put into the
eld. It 18 nesdless to go inte detail or
adduce statistics in proet of this, It is 0b-
vious te avery well-informed mind, Al-

refioement of mulice in our enewies did

ey hlmli.h#phhl.mﬁon‘-mlm policy of destroying the bar-

the occupation by the enemy, and
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vests, granaries and agricultural imples
.muw‘l‘ our people, -:fteuvi-r{hrub::ﬁ
has undoubtedly diminished the amount of
oor cereals; still, in view of the fact ‘that
in - State, without' excepfion, i(s. ag-
Ficultural labor has been devoted almust
exclusively to the raising: of breadstuffs,
while before the war it was maioly devot-
ed ty the production of m:n tobaceo
and other exports; itis imposiible to doubt
that there is an awple sapply sPfood in the
conntry, Itis true that'the deportation of
our slaves by the enemy, aud the barba-
rous policy of arming' them Tinst. ug—
a poliey reprobated by all athorities on
ethics or international lavw—ha¥ consider-
ably  diminished our agriceftoral labor.
But when we reflect that, in 1860, our ex-
ports—almost entirely the products of slave
labor—ameunted 1o 000,000) twou
Bundied and fifty miltions of dollars, it
May be safely wssamed that ‘our slaves,
though reduced in nombers, arefully equal
o the task of feeding both the population
at home and the army in the field. Our
transportation, it is true, is defective and
insdequate, but this may be infivitely im-
proved by more energetic efforts and more
thorosgh and systematic organizarion. We
denaot believe, therefore, that on our boun-
tifal sail, so richly blessed by nature, there
ny danger of our failing in this great
test for want of food—of Bur being
rved into submission to the hateful yoke

of the conqueror! A ‘-
" But it welook to the'amountand charae-
ter of our population, we see especial rea-
son why we should be emcouraged ta hope
| for—~pay, to be assured of Lultimate
success, No people of our nuiliber can be

Wugated, unless, fulse and fecreant to
&:&ln-. their courage, faith and forti-

“‘ th.o ; pe—e L

We have upon our rolls a very large ar-
my of veteran soldiers. It is true—and it
is & sad truth to confess—that the number
preseat for duty is tercibly disproportion-
ed te the entire aggregate.  T'his is too ne-
tarious for cancealment—and we have no
dvsire to conceal anything. We wish to
speak frankly and truthfully to yoo of the
actaal condiion of things. The number
of absentees rom” your armies has been a
fruitfu! cuuse of disaster. On many a hard
fought field the tide of success would have
turned overwhelmingly in our favor had all
been present whom duty required te par-
ticipate in the strife.  We will not stop to
inquire intw the causes of an evil which we
bave so wmuth reason to deplore. The
remedy is partly in the hands of Congress,
and it is our province to apply it.  Bat it
is partly, also, in yours; and we appeal to
yuu to use it Let every good eitizen
frown down wspen and indlignantly dis-
countenance, all evasion of mirllary duty—
whether temporary or permanent=no mat-
ter how plassible she pretest or palliating
the reason.

No daty, in thie crisis of our affairs, can
be more imperative than to fight for one’s
country, lamily snd home. Letne skulker,
deserter or absentee without leave, fiom
the army, be tolerated in any community.
Liet the reproachiul glance of nur women,
between whose hgnor and the brutal foe
our noble army stands as a flaming sword,
drive him back to the field. With proper
officers, strict discipline, awl an elevated
tone of public opinion throughout the couns
try, desertion and absenteeism in the army

[ W

can by arresied, and all men liable to mil-
itary? put intg, and kept in, the ranks
of oufilifaies. If this be affected, we can

maintain in the field a force sullicient to
dely subjugation.

titis in the character of our popula-
tion, ially, that we find those ele-
ments of strength which impress us with
the conviction that we never can be con-
quered. Our propleare peculiarly milita.
ry in their characteristics. Better soldiers
than those in“our army history has never
shown. They haveendured extreme hard-
ships end suffering with a fortitude, and
fought against constawt,odds with a allan-
try, that has earned the gratitude
country and extorted the admiration of the
werld, kat. in addition to their military

atiributes, bur people are pre-eminently of
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a ‘proud and haughty spirit; and deeply im-
Ted ml!.h the love thllqnlmitt:b’ho-
om. 1t belongs to their race suddineage);
and, as Burk?ﬁ:ng ago remarked,; theirre-

Jation te the servile race imvcontimot with:
them has intensified the and invest-
ed this :we of Jiberty with a seftiment of
personal privilege. ‘To thata
ple with uch military, potiticel and Satil
characteristics will ever velontarily submit
to be ruled by any other government than
one of their own cheice, is too insultingte
their pride to be entertained for & moment.
Aud to doubt their capacity to achieve in+
dependence and maintdin themselves as 2
separate Power amoog .the natiohs of she
earth, is to close our eyes toall the teach:
ings of Itialmz—-m ignore the j ioh
oar own forefathers have stamped upon ite
pages—tv believe that human nature has
changed, or that we are a degeuerate race,
umm'-lh y desceudents ol our revolutionary
sites! - y owe 0§
The appointment by the President. of
Gen. Lee as “ General-in-Chief*’ has done
much to restore confidence to the country
avd to reiospire dhe army. All feel that
we may safely repese this weighty trast
and responsibility id that great soldierand
devotedipatriot. All feel that we maylean
upon him as eur tower of strength. Allfeel
that his ceurage and steadfast purpose, his
military skill and wige judgment, will en-
able Mmm to wield our armies with .the
maximum efficiency awnd strength. May

.

God strengthen him for the task to
which a-confiding people ‘have called him !

To provide means for carrying on the
| war, Congress has beén. compelled to ime

pose upon the comntryymheavy burthen of
tuntio!:.° © Bat, heavy as‘itls, it is wot tod
heavy for the country‘to bear, smd not
heavier tham ear wan'd imperatively de-
mand, It is Impossible to maintain the
mighty contest in which we are engaged-
withovt vast expenditures of money. Meo-
ney can only be raised by loans or taxa-
tion. Our condition does not enable us to
de the former, We must of necessity,
therefore, resort to the latter. We appeal
to you with cenfidence to submit cheerful-
ly to the burthens which the defence of
yout. country, yout homes and your liber-
ties renders necessary. To contribute ac-
cording to his means to that defence is as
much an obligation apon the citizen as it
is ta peril his life upon the battle-field,

Let us, then, fellow-countrymey, tread
the plain path of duty. No pation that
has trod it faithfully and fearlessly ever, in
the world's histdry, has stombled and fall-
en. *“ Nations,” says Burke, “never are
murdered —they commit suicide.” Let us
not be guilty of the folly and the crime of
sell-destruction. Let vs show the forti-
tuide, endurance and courage 'hat bélong to
our race, and neither the brute force of our
enemy’s arims, nor the sybtle poison of his
lips, can exyiguish the life of this Confed-
eracy, brealed inte it by the sovercigh
States which created it

The people of the United States are be-
coming weary of this war. The foreiga
material lor their armies is beginning to
fail them. The mutterings of discontent
at the prospect of a lurther dralt upon their
home population are beginning to be heard
in their great gities, The prospect of War,
indefinitely prolo , i8 slarming  their
capitalists. Public eredit must, sooner or
later, collapse under the burthen of expen*
ditures, the magnitade of which the most
skillful financier eancot venture to prediet.
The debt of the Uniterd Stafes is eqbal to
the national debt of England, which has
been accumulating since the revolution of
1688, The interest on this debl is six rr
cent., while the interest on. the English
debt is only three per cent. It has 05
computed that the interest on the debt
the United States, together with the amount
necessary to carry on its Government
even were the war at an end,) would not
ial]l much short of flve hundred millions per
anntim /—-a sum aflirmed to be greater than
the ontire anoual wealth of the Northern

their| States. While & people, in sell«defence,

may submit cheeriully to any privations .
and sufferings-~to any sacrifices of trutgr‘
and of blood~~there is s limit beyond whic




