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From the National Inte!ligencer, Feb. 234,
SPEECH OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON.

fn other columns we publish a full re-
port of the meeting yesterday.

On the processien reaching the execu-
tive mansion, where an immense crowd
had preceded it, Mr. Fendall, the President
of the meeting, presented to the President
the resolutions which had passed the meet-
ing, with u briel and pertineat address, in
which he iaformed him that the assembly
had adjourned to the presidential mansion
to pay their respects to him. The Presi-
dent was then Jormally conducted to the
frout portico, from whence—silence hav-
irg been obtained in the vast assemblage—

he addressed them substautially as follows : | P&

Alter returning his thanks to the com-
wmittee which byd waited wpon him and pre-
sented hium with the resolutions which had
been adopted, the President said :

The resolutions, as | understand them,
are conplimentary to the policy which has
been adopted and pursued by the adminis-
teation since it came nto power, | am
free to say to you on this occasion that it
is extremely gratifving to we tv know that
o large a portion of our lellow-citizens
enderse the policy which has been adopt-
ed and which 1s intended o be carried vut

[ Great applause. |
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nicate with the illustrious dead, and he
could be informed of the progress in the
work of laction, and rebellion, and treason
—~that old man would turn over in his cef-
fin, he would rise, shake off the habiliments
of the tomb, and in extend that long
aven and finger and reiterate the sentiment
before enunciated, “ the Federal Union—it
must be preserved,” [Cheers.] But we
witness what has transpired since his day.
We remember what he said in 1833. When
treason and treachery and infidelity to the
government and the Constitution of the
United States stalked lorth, it was his pow-
er and influence that went [orth and crash-
ed it inits imcipiency. 1t was then stop-
d. But it was only ““Ppﬂl for a time,
and the spirit continued. There were men
disafected towards the government in both
the North and South. There were pecu-
liar institutions in the country to which
sowe were adverse and others attached.
We fiad that one portion of our country«
men advocated an institation in the South
which others oppused in the North, This
resulted in two extremes. That in the
South reached a point at which the people
there were disposed to disselve the gov-
ernment ol the United States, and they
sought to preserve their peculiar institu-
trons. (What | say on this occasion | want

This policy has been one which was in-

to be wnderstood.) There was a portion

tended to restore the glorious Union=to |of our countrymen opposed to this, and |

bring these great Staies, nuw the subject | 1h_e_v_ went to that extreme that they were resentment, were Lthey all to be apnihilated: |
of cuntroversy, to their ovigmal relations | willing to break up the government to de- Ohl way | not exclaim, how difterent wunld[

with the gmernment ol Uie United States.
And this scems to be a day peculinrly ap-
prepriate for such a manilestation as this—
the day that gave birth to him who feund-
ed the governmeut—that gave birth to the
tather of our country—that gave hirth to
him who stued st the portal when all these
States entered futo this glorous confeder-
acy. 1 say that the day is peculiarly ap-
propriate to the endorsement of measures
tor the resteration of the Unien that was

teunded by the father of his country. Wash. | were engaged in the effort to breah up the | Let them repent ; let them ackuowledge
ington, whose nate this city bears, is em- ; government were traitors, | have nnt ceas- | thewr rashness; let them become loyal, and
balwed in the hearts ‘of all whe love their .'d to repeat that, and, as lar as endeavor let them be supporters of our glorious
(could accomplish it, to carry out the seuti-
| ment, [Cheers.] | remarked, though, that
there were two parties. Une would de-
ﬁr‘t in war, ‘n‘ ﬁ"t n !he hc.rt. |‘ hip‘ .{t“." lh( ‘.“.fumi.'ll{ l“ PI’CQC!’\C ildfﬂ.\:
countrymen. No people can clsim him— | the other would break up the guvernment

government. [A vaice, ** »o is Andy John-
sou,” and applause.] Waslington, w the
langaage of his culogist, was first in peace,

nu nation can appropriate him. His emi-
uence s acknowledzed throughout the civ-
ilized world by all these who love Iree go
vernment. | have had the pleassre of a
visit frem the association which has been
divecting its efforts towards the completion
of & munument ereeted to his name. | was
prepared to meet them and give them my
hwiable mfluence and countenance in anl
of the work. Let the monument be erect-

ed 10 him whe Toumled the ‘“"ngem.;chcrtin;."? The rebellion manifested it-| test was most difficult and doubtiul, and

and that almost within the throw of a stone
from the spot from which | now address
vou, Lot it be rnmpirh-.}. l;\ppll!w,_}
Let the pledges which all these States an)
corpurations and associations have put 1
that monument be preserved as «m earics
of our faith in and love of this Unien, nu !
let the monument be completed. Aod
connection with Washington, in speaking

of the pledges that have been placed in tht

monsment, let me refer to one from my awny
State—=God bless her!—which has stiug.
gled for the preservation of this Union
the Geld and in the counsels of the nawion,
Let me repeat, that she is now straggling
in consequence ol an unovation that has
taken place in regard to her relation with
the lederal government, growing aut of the
rebellion—she is new stroggling w repew
her relations with this government, and
take the stand which she had accupied since
1790, Let wme repeat the sentiment which
that State tuscribed apon her stone that is
deposited within the monument of freedom
nr in commemoration of Washington;
she is struggling to stand by the sentiment
inscribed on that stone, and she is now wils
ling to maintain that sentiment, And wint
19 the sentiment ? Itis the sentiment which
was enunciated by the immortal and illus.
trious Jackson—* the Federal Union—it
must be preserved.” [Cheers.] Were it

owsible for that old man, who n statue is

fore me and in portrait behiud me, to be
called forth —were it possible to commu-

i

stroy this pecaliar institotion of the Seuth,
I assume nothing here to-day but the cit- |
izen—one of you—who has been pludln;}
for his ceuntry and the preservation of the
Conmitation. [Cheers.] These two par
ties have been artayed agrinst cach other,
and | stand befure vouras | did in the Sen- |
ate of the United States in 1860. [ de- |
nounced there those whe waated to disrupt |

the goverament, and [ portrayed their true
character, 1 told them that those who

!tu destray slnvcr). [Cheers.] The ob.
| jects to be aecomplished were different, it
Lis Lrue, 80 far as slavery was concerned,
but they agreed in one thing—the destruc
ton of the government, precisely what |
was always opposed to; and whether the
disunionists come from the South or from
{the Notth, I stand now where [ Jid then,
{ vindicating the Union of these States and
{the Constitution of our country. [Great

{sell ia the Seuth. | stowd by the gm‘crn-!.
‘ment. I said | was for the Union with sla-
very. bsaid I was tur the Union withuat
slavery. lo either alternative | was for
the government and the Constitution. The!
government has stretched forth its strong
avw, and with its physical power it has put
tdown treasen in the field. That is, the)
(section of the country that arrayed itself|
sgainst the govern vent has been conquer
ed by the jurce of the government itsell.
Now, what bad we said to those people ?
We said: ** No compromise ; we can seltie
this question with the South in eight and
forty hours,"

I have saud it again and agamn, and | re-
laut itnow, ** Disbund ywar acmies, ac-

uowledge the sup -emacy of the Constite-
tion of the United Suates, give obedience
w the law, and the question is settled.”
[Cheers,)

What bas been done since: “Their ar-
wies have been distanded. They come
fow 1o meel us in a spirit of magnanimity,
and sey, “ We were mistaken; we made
the effort to carry out the doctrine of se-
cession and dissoive this Union, and hav-
ing traced this thing to its logical and phy-
sical results, we now acknowledge the flag
of our country, and promise vbedience to
the Constitation, and the supremacy of the
law."” [Cheers. ]

lﬂl_] then, when you comply with the
Constitution, when you yield 1o the law,
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| alter having passed throagh this rebellion,

whea you acknowledge sllegisuce to the
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government, [ say let the door of the Uns|
1on be upened and the relation be restored
to those that had erred and had strayed
from the fold of vur fathers. [Chserlg

Who has sufferred more than I have? 1
ask the question. I shall not recount the
wrongs and the sufferings inflicted upon
me. It is not the course to deal with a
whole people in a spirit of revenge, I
Know there has been a great deal said about
the exercise of the pardon power, as re-
gards the executive; and there is no one
who bas labored harder than [ to have the
principals, the intelligent and consgious ol-
tenders, brought te justice, and have the
principle vindicated that ** treason is a
crime.” [Cheers, ]

But, while conseious and intelligent teai-

~THE GUARDIANS OF OUR LIBERTY -

tors are to be punished, should whole com.
munities and States be made to submit to
the penalty of death? 1 hate quite us much
asperity, and perhaps as much resentineat,
as & man ought to have; but we must rea-
son regarding man as he is, and must cons
torm wur action and eur conduct to the ex-
awple ol Hin who foanded our holy reli-
glon.

I came inte power under the Constution
of the country, and with the approbation ol |
the people, and what did I find# | found
eight millivus of people who were convict-
ed, coudemned under the law, and the pen-
alty was death; and through revenge and

this be from the example set by the found-
er ol wur holy religion, whose divine arch
rests its extremities ou the horizon, while
its span embraces the uuiverse! Yes, He
that lounded this great scheme cawme into
the world and saw man condemued under
the law, and the sentence was death. What
was His example ?  Instead of putting the
world or a nation te death, He went lorth
on the cross and testified with His wounds
that He would die and let the world live.

stripes and stars, and the Consiiution wl
wur country. Isay let the leaders, the con-
scivus, intelligent traitors, meet the pen-
aluesof the law,  But as for the great mass
whe have been forced into the revellion—
misled in other instances—Ile: there be
clemency and kindness, and a tust and a
conlidence in them. But, my countrymen,

and having given as mucn evidence of en-
WY o 10 as some whe creak » great deal
about the mattep—{cheers |—when | lovk
back over the battle-field und see many of
those brave men in whose cumpany | was,
iu localities of the rebellion where the con-

whe yet were patient; when | look back
over these fields, and where e smoke has
scarcely passed away; where the blood that
has been shed bas scarcely been absorbed—
betore their bodies have pasied through the
stages of decomposition—=what Jo L find?
The rebellion is put down by the strong
arm of the government, in the fickl.  But
is this the only way in which we can have
rebellions 7 This was a struggle against a
change and a revolution of the government,
and belore we lully get from the baltle-
lickd—wehn our brave men have scarcely
returned to thew howmes ana rencwed the
ties of alfectivn and love to their wives and
their childeen—we are now almost inaw-
garated inte another rebellion, [Cheers.]
Uiae rebellion was the effor: of States to
secede, andl the war on the part vf the gov.
ernment was to prevent them lron accom-
plishing that, and thereby changing the
character of vur government and weaken-
ing its power. When the government has
succeeded, there is an attempt now to cons
centrate all power in the hands of & low
the tederal head, and thereby bring abeut
a conselidation of the repablic. [Cheers.]
We find a power assomed und attempied
(o be egercised of a most extraordinary
character, We see now that governments
can be revolutionized without going into
the battle-field ; and sometimes the reve-
lutions most.distressing to a people are ef-
fected without the shedding of blood. Thiy
is, the substance of your government may

be taken away while-ther'egf';h ut te
you the form and the ohndw.. -

what are the attempts, and what is b ”',"'
E;-opm-f_‘?l dWe find that lby an ir o

¢ central directory nearly all the powers |
of Congrens are assumed without evzz'i::
sulting the legislative and executive de-

rtments of the government., By a reso-
ution reported by a committee upon whom
and in whom the the legislative power of
the goverament has been lodged, J::t great
principle.in the Constitution which author-
izes and empowers the legislative depart.
ment, the.Sepate and House of Represen-
tatives, 1o be the judges of elections, re-
turns and qualifications of its own mem-
bers, has been virtvally taken away from
the two respective branches of the Nation-
al Legislature, and conferred upon a com-
wittee who must report béfore the body

can act on the question of the admission of

members to their seats. By this rule they
assume a State is out of the Union, and to
have its practical relations restored by that

rule before the house can judge of the qual-

ifications of its own members. What po~
sition is that? You have been struggling
tor four years to put down a rebellion.
contended at the beginning of that strug-
%’le that a State had not a right to gor:li
ou said it had neither the right nor the
power; and it has been settled that the
States had neither the right nor the power -
W go out of the Union. And when yo
determine by the executive, by the uidu-
ublic judgment, that these

ry, and by theE !
ave any right to go out,

States caunot
this committee turns around and assomes
that they are out, and that they shall not
come in. .
_Lam free to say to_yeu as your execu-
tive that I am not plepared fo take any
such position. [Great cheering.] I said
in the Senate, in the very inceptivn of the
rebellion, that the States had no right to
secede. That question has been settled.
Thus determined, | cannot turn round and
Eive the lie direct to all that I prefess to -

ave done during the last four years. I
say that when the States that attempted to
secede comply withgthe Constitution, and
give sufficient evidence of loyalty, 1 shall
estend to them the right hand of fellowship,
and let peace and union be restored. [
am opposed 10 the Davises, the Toombses,
the Slhisells, and the long list of such. Bat
when | perceive on the other men—{.\
voice, *“Call them of”]—I care mot by
what name ?‘ou call them—still opposed to
the Uaion, Lam free tosay to you that [ am
still with the peeple. I am still for the
preservation of these States—for the pres-
ervation of this Uuion, and in laver of this
great government accomplishing its desti-
ny.

[Here the President was called upon to
give the names of three of the menbers of
Cengress to whom ke had alluded as being
oppesed to the Union.]

I'he geutleman calls for three names. |
am takling to my Iriends and fellow-citi-
zens here. [Cheers.] a‘ur,-ou I should
name te you those whom I look upon as
being oppused to the fundamental princi-
ples of this government, and as now laber-
ing to destroy them. 1say Thaddeus Ste-
vens, of Pennsylvania; | say Charles Sum-
ner, of Massachuseits; | say Wendell Phil-
lips, of Massachusetts. [Great cheering,
and a veice, ** Forney ")

I do not waste my fire on dead ducks.
[Laughter.] 1 stand for the country, and
though my enemies may traduce, slander
and vituperate, I may say, that has wo
lorce.

#lu addition to this, T do not intend to be
sonrned by real or pretended friends, not

o | intend to be bullied by my enemies.
[Cheers.] An honest conviction is my sus-
tenance, the Constitution my guide. |
Kuow, my countrymen, that it has been in-
sinuated—nay, said directly, in high plas
ces—that if such an usurpation of power
had been esercised (wo hundred years age,
in particular reigns, 1t would bave cust an
inJ:vidlul his head. What usorpativn has
Andrew Johnson been guilty of ¢ [Cheers
and cries of “none.”| My only usurpa-
tion has been committed by standing be-
tween the people and” the encroachments



