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THE NEW ORLEANS RIOT,

Communication to Py esident Johnason
Liswtenaat Governor Foerhees, Om
Hervon and Mayor Monroe.
New Orleans, August 7, 1866.
The following correspondence is publish-
ed.

Pis Escellency President Andrew Johnaon :

Sir: Your Excellency is already in pos-
semsion of the main facts in regard to the
¢ which, by reviving the conves-
tion of 1884, purposed to subvert the civil

rament of Lowisisna. An informal
meeting of twenty nine members, one
hy and fifty being the whole number
sod seventy six a quorum, proceeded to de-
pose the President of the convention, whe
cousidered the convention itself extmet and
himsell without functions of efice, and te
clect R. K. Howell as President preo fem.
They adjourned to meet again, and a pro-
cllﬂthl’ j.'m issued by munidcltl‘;c
tem. convening the convention ta meet on
the 30th of, July last, and, directing his
Kxcellency the erner of the State to
issue writs of election to fill vacanchs, So
{ar the whole matter was looked upon as »
harmless experiment, though mischief was
intended, the le being confident that
the Governor would net condescend to no-
tice this proclamation, and that, in case
the convention should commit any act of
interference, he would at vace have it dis-
persed. Unfortunately, however, alter »
lapse of nearly a month, the Governer is-
sued writsfel clection to 6l wp fifty-one
vacancies in that body.

This decament, to which the Secretary
of Btate refused to give his attestation un-
der the seal of State, was issued under the
sttestation of the private secretary of the
Govermor. The people of the State became

when no deubt could beentertain-
ed as to the fact that their Chie! Magis-
trate had given willing aid and assisance
to subvert the government,Sthe preserva-
tion of which was especially entrusted o

his keeping.

Ol'!:‘a y the £7th of July, & large meet-
ing was he inl‘::.‘::l.‘l l‘:: th“:: of
Representatives, ve-
cacy of wpiversal suffrage, but in reality to
re-organize for the meeting of the Conven-
tion oo the Moaday following. The ob-
jects of the meeting was to excite the pas-
sions of the celored popula-
tion, #o a8 to make them the victims of a

riot, by thém headlong iuto a con-
fRict with te and musicipal suthori-
ties.

On the other hand, we were determined
to prevent riot and bloodshed by pursuving

sech » course a0 would bafle the nelarivus |

calculations of those agitators from New
Orleans.

Qur remedy, and the anly remedy, must
be by recourse to the ususl process of law,
sod even then to proceed in such manner
#¢ te fasten upon them the responsibilities
of all collisien whatever. The case was
submitted to the Grand Jury by the Attor-
ney Genersl, and in the meantime the
Lievtenant Governor and the Mayor called
upon Ueneral Baird to ascertain whether,
il s warrant, issued upon & regular indict-
ment, were placed in the hands of the She-
tilf for the arrest of the members of the
Convention, the military weuld iaterfere.
The answer was that the Sheriff would be
arrested, and that the Convention, meetin
peaceably, could not be interfered with by
the officers of the law,

It is proper here to state that the Mayor
lind previously addressed a note 10 General
Haird, inquivln!,'wbuhr he would be in-
terfered Jwith by the military in case he
weuld proceed to disperse the Convention
ssan unlawful assemblage. The answer
11 this communication was that the meeti
ol the Convention, being eable, coul
hel be e by the Mayor, and that
the military nuthorities would prevent the
interference of the civil authorities. It
was ted by the Lieuterant Geverner
thet the city suthorities under those cir-
cumstances did not intend to interfere to
prevent (he mesting of the Coavention.
But he that in case & warrant of
arrest was placed in the bands of the She-

riff, the latter, before am-&t'i:g to exe-
cute it, would call on the General, whe
thereupen would enderse his objections,
and the matter would at once be submitted
to the President. This ment wae
uthftcto? to both ‘rﬂiu. the same
day, the Attorney General and the Lieu-
tenant Governer telegraphed to the Presi-
dent, to ascertain whether the precess of
the courtto arrest the members of the Con-
vention could be thwarted by the military.
The answer was expected to sustaio
court,

Un Sunday, the 29th, the State and mu-
nicipsl suthorities called upon the Presi-
dent to advise the people us to the proper
conduct to be held next day so as to aveid
all collision and riot; and the Mayor iasu-
ed his proclamation to the same effect.
The press of the city, with the exception
of the Radical organ, gave wise and saluta-
ry counsels to the people, inviting all good
citizens to aveid congregations about the
cepitol and to demean themselves with pru-
dence and discretion.

On the morning of the 30th the Lieuten-
ant Geverner d upun General Baird
to communicste to him the President’s des-
rlch. aod alse inquired of the General if

e would net have some troops in the vicini-
ty of the hall, to ¢ peace and guod
order. General Baird answered that appli-
cation had been made by members of the
t‘onvention.

The suggestion was then made that to
have too large a police fuice on the spot
might be construed as means 10 overawe
the members, and masmuch as the civil ag-
thorities did netintend interfering with the
Convention until instructions were receiv-
ed from the President, as above agreed
upen. It was proper to have troops (0 co-
operate with » small police force to pre-
serve peace, and mnl all possible at-
tempts to bring s collision. This
suggestion met the approval of the Genes
ral, who then stated that he would imme-
diately give orders to have the in
readisess. Belore the end of the interview
it was again agreed upon between General
Baird and the Lieutcnant Governor that
whatever warraat of arrest might be
ed in the hands of the Sheriff would be
submitted to him before any attempt to
have it executed should be made, and that
upon the endorsement of the General's ob-
jections the matter would be referred to
the President. The Mayor being inform-
ed of this arrangement, sent bat a small po-
lice force to the hall, snd the troops uﬁ:
were to act in conjunctive with the pelice
were eagerly espected.

At noon, infermation having reached the
Lieutenant Governor that in the third dis-
trict there was 8 commencement of effer-
vescence and thet a lerge number of ne-
,rm were coming towards Canal street
rom above and below, he immediately sent
a despatch te the Genersl conveying this
intelligence and urging that the troops be
sent without delay.

out, eo in the dispersion of the con-
vention and the capture of the rioters, in-
cluding several members of this body. It
is not vur purpose 1o argue the question of
the facts as to the sctual commencement
of the collision, and fix precisely the mode
and manner and where it started. We
will, however, remark that the collison was

& | brought about by the armed mob sustaining

the convention. Suffice it te say that the
civil sutherities took all the precautions
possible to prevent the outbresk ; that they
::pli«l during three days previous to have
e military to preserve order at the place
where the convention was to meel; that
the authurities, State and municipal, came
to au wnderstanding to act in concert with
the military for that purpose ; that the ci-
tizens no more than the police contemplat-
ed !munti-; the convention from ho di:s
iho r meeting in pesce and adjourning o
ispersing wnmolested ; and that the war-
rant for their arrest would have been sub+
mitted to the military, as agreed upon, al-
though the Presdent’s teh to the
Lieutenant Governor and the subsequent
one to the Attorney General was impera-

tive, that the military must not thwart the

.| the

About vne hour aflterwards the rist broke | these

[conventien, The military sutherities had
been for three days previous to the riot in
constant communication with the Attorne
General and the Liewtenant Governor, wi
8 view te prevent the i ding riet. The
efforts were unsuccessful and coeld not
counteract the incendiary counsels and ap-
mla of these who for sinister p:c‘puu
in view this very result in order te
reap a political harvest. That the civil
authorities have done their duty in this res-
pectis patent. ‘That more could have been
done by them is impossible, as they were
:ot alll‘wed to remove the cause of the riot
7 taking proper means to prevent the
meeting gf the Conveation, an doubt
not for 2 moment that the military con-
mander himselt will be the first to corrobo-
rate these facts, snd te arrest all calum-
nious imputations against the conduct of
our pevple under these trying circumstan-
ces.

As regards the proclamation of martial
law, the least that can besaid is that it wae
inoportune, as the rioting had ceased com-
pletely, the police being masters of the ai-
tustion.

The colored pupulation, as a body, did
vot participate in these disgraceful scenes,
and the freedmen in the vicinity of the riot
were standing as lovkers on without bein
molested. ?Iceobndnb. in union wi
s few white rioters who were leading them
in the affair, were no doabt well nized.
That they were well armed is undoubted,
as ferty-two pelicemen and several citi-
zens were either killed or wounded by
them, slthough the conflict was overin less
than iwe hours.

Twenty-seven vioters were kilied and »
considerable number wounded.

At dark, when all was over, when those
of the mob were either dispersed or i pri-
son, when tranquility and eeder were re-
stered, wartial law was i asd
the prisons where the rioters were confin-
ed emptied by orders trom hesdquarters.

measures undoubled were net in-
tended to revive the hopes of the vutlaws ;
but were the y not calcuiated to inspire them
with false ho, es? The very next morning
u ol the agitators was issued, con-
tainng, €8 vsual, the most imfammatory
articles, and so the succeeding issues. Had
the military on Menday afternoon taken a
stand to co-operate with the civil authori-
ties, instead of proclaiming martial law, the
most beneficial effects would have been the
result. We remamn, very respectfully,
your obedirnt servants,

ALBERT VUORHIES, Lieut. Gov, of La.

A. % HERRON, Antorney General of La.
3. T.MONROE, Mayor of New Urleans.

From the New York Journal of Commerce.
THE NEW ORLEANS RIOT.

There can be no justificaton lor any class
of these who took part in the diq"nuf-l
scenes which marked the 30th of July at
New Orleans ; but there will doubtiess be
some division of sentiment in swardiag to
each its due proportion of the blame lor
sad occurrence, The convention of
1864, called to revise and amend the Cen-
stitution of Louisiana, having finished its
business, was duly adjourned. Previous to
its dissolution, & motion was carried that
when it was adjourncd it should be to the
call of its president. Most well informed
Lorunbc ieve that this resolution had no

inding force, and that this body could not
thus provide for a resewal of its legal ex+
istence. A large number of the members
who were tn‘wn as Radicals, l:i who uc?
W to faver the policy of negro sul-
frage, desired Mr. K. :Io.llhnli. who had
been the presiden: of the convention, to call
it together again in order 1o take action
upon the amendments to the Constitution
recently pro by Congress. This gen-
teman declined, however, (0 imue any
such call, on the ‘wund that he bad no

wer in the premises, as the convention
terminated its legal existence by ad-
journment. Upen this refusal, the members
held an informal meeting and ted a
president pro tem., who issued a call for
the conventien to assemble oo Monday, the
30th of July.

Public feeling in Now Orleans was very
much excited in view of this convocation,

Few, we think, will contend that the assem-
bly thus convened had any sitri-
butes of a legal body ; and to this cause for
excitement there was sdded the avowed
rrpo!e on the part of its members to dise
ranchise every person in the State who had
sided the rebellion, and to give universal
suffrage to the negros. The proclamation
of the Mayor, ostensibly designed to pre-
vent any disturbance, was not wisely con«
ceived, and very likely added fuel to the
flame. A chnrfe had been made that the
military were likely to interfere with the
convention, and lor this reason, doubtless,
their leader was more slow to act than the
occasion required. The opening of the as-
sembly was the signal for precessions of ex-
cited negroes, who expected t things
from the comveniion, and marched
through the streets with music and banners,
aod oth onstrations ofjo’y. With such
inflammable materials an explosion was al-
mest inevitable ; and the first collision be-
tween a portion eof the ion and an
excited citizen was the sigoal for a general
riot. We are not surprised at the course
of the Radicals. They have always been
turbulent and factious, and less of
constitutional rights or legal restraints
when lli'e:. ] - in the way ddthiir 4::-
sigos. y did oot expressly desire the
outbreak, their iogs \u’n well cal-
culated to oke it, and they doubtless
expected, if it occurred, that it would serve
their cause.

The conservative citizens of New Orleans
should have taken more prompt and tho-
rough precautions to prevent a co'lision.
and they are much to blame for this sad
result. They know both the reckless folly
of the Radicals and the excitability of the
poor negrees, and they should have
such measures ss the occasion required.
Those who atiacked the cenventivn and ex-
hibited a ferocious thirst for blood, are the
worst enemies of the Sewth, although pre-
fessing to be its more ardent friends. They
take counsel always of their resentments
or their passions instead of their judgment,
and they are prepetually bfil:il‘ repioach
upon the land they would die to serve.

‘hile there is no justification on either
side for such ouibreaks of popular vielence,
all goed citizens may well join in doing
what they can to remove the cause of so
much treuble. We hope that those whe
have been determined to force upon the
country a universal suffrage, without dis-
tinctivn of color, will see the difficulties
in the way of their mad project, and will
abandoy it before the land s del with
blowd. Even if it could be peacefully in-
sugurated, wherever each of the two races
were numerous and kept frem comming-
ling, it must lead, seoner or” later, to the
same disastrous conflict,

From the New York Tribave.
Mr. Davis—His Complicity in the Assas-
sination Plot.

A Philadelphin paper publishes the fol-
lowing letter receiveg in that city im re-
ference to the remark made by JeWerson
Davis at Charlotte, on receiving the des-
patch announcing Pesident Linceln’s as-
sassination, as given in the testimony of
Mr. Bates doring the trial of the assassing.
‘The writer is & Northern man, & near re-
lative of a distinguished officer of the North-
ern army, sud a federal office-holder. He
pys:

{' We have just heard of the surrender of
Gen. Lee’s army. The Methodist mis-
gionary who first broughn the news, par-
rowly eseaped the guard-house when he re-
Iated it. afier a cavalry escort ap-
proached the town, hesded by a civilian,
soon recognized as Mr. Davis. He stopped
at the house of Mr. Bates, :: ent l:d‘
Adams Express Company, where he
been invilc’d" by telegraph, [ was within
a few feet of the deor when he alighted
from his horse. sod, ascending the steps,
he made a short address. Nota word was
sald sbout Mr. Lincoln’s death, for pothing
of it was then koown. The door of the
house being locked, there was & slight de-

ard.
h’u.i‘:‘:. remained in this position, an

sgeot of the telegraph office passed e,




