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THE GUVERNMENT PRINTING
e ' OFFICE.

/' The Government Printing Office
in Washington, has grown from a
poorly equipped printing office un-
til, under its present able and sae
cessful management, it is recog-
nized as the largest printing
establishment in the vorld. Itisa
stupendously vast concern. The
present pablic printer has thor
oughly mastered its minotest de
tails, and conducts it on strictly
' He is an ex

printer, having worked his way up
from *“devil” in & country printing
office. During his three years in-
cnmbency as Public Printer he has
established a thorough business

‘system in every division of the
_great establishment ; refilled it to

a large degree with modern and
labor saving machinery and appli-
ances, and that, too, without asking
Uongress for any extra appropria
tion of money, and without any
“deficiency bills;” and has brought
the unfinished work of the office
which had acenmulated for years

"as well as current business, up to

a peoint nearer completion than
ever before attained. This splen
did record is a part of the estab
lishment we set out to gescribe.

What is. called the ‘“*Docament
Room” is 360 feet long with a gen
eral width of 60 feet, giving an
-area of 21,600 square feet. The
stands for composilors are arranged
on the north and soath sides of the
room, the imposing stones, galley
racks and cabinets, with the many
other appuartenances which are
nedessary in a large office, oceupy-
ing the centre of room. Owne hun-
dred and eighty eompositors, aboat
the average number employed, can
be acecommodated here, in addition
to the makers up, floor kands and
laborers, There are now in eon-
stant use 275 double stands, 1,030
pairs of cases, 19 imposing stones,
6 proef presses, one WushinZton
press, 210 chases of all sizes, more
than 160,000 pouunds of type of the
standard sizes, besides about 115
fonts ot different styles used for
title pages and headings and 13
cabinéts for extra type and cases.
An immwense amount of type is con
stantly kept standing in this divi
sion of the office. Piles of pages,
tied up and kept in place by pieces
of heavy wrapping paper, ean be
seen ‘on every available resting
place.

The docament room comes under

the immediate supervision of the
Foreman of Printing, Capt. Henry
T. Brian, who with his ecapable
corps ot assistants, Messrs. J. M.
A. Spettswood, D. W. Beach, and
J. M. Maloney, carry on the im-
‘mense business of this department
in a thorounghly efficient and eco
nomical manner.

From the office of the Chief
“Clerk the manuscript of each job

is seént to the foreman accompanied
by “jackets” bearing the number
aud title of the work, together with
any necessary instruoctions, These
jackets are vouchers upon which
the work is execated and are sup-
posed to follow the jobs through
whautever divisions of the office the
character of the work requires
them to go. Endorsements are
made upon them by the several
foremen as to date of receipt and
delivery of work, thus insuring ex
pedition and locating at a glance
any unasual delay. Upon the re

- ceipt of the wmanuscript of a job

the foreman places it in the hands
of the copy editors, who, after
numbering the sheets in

86 feet 6 fuches long by 53

inches wide,
high. g
In 1860 the only work done there
for the government was for the use
of ‘the immediate” deépartments
there in Washington. The work
tor the different branches of the

feet 8
with a ceiling 13 feet

Washington was doue in private
offices thronghout the ecountry.
Now the work performed here is
in part, as follows: The composi
tion on Dblaunk books, the bLlunk
forms, comprising bonds, contraets,
pay roils, vouchers, schedules, cir-
calars, - letter-heads, envelopes,
specifications, and, in fact, all spe
cies of job printing (excepting that
executed at the brauch offices at
the Treasury, luterior and Navy
Deparument) for all the depart-
ments in Washington, the Smith
sonian Ipstitation, and .zll!‘ the
blanks, blank books, ete., used by
diplomatic and consular officers of
the United States,’ wherever locat
ed, The completed volumes of the
Medical and Surgieal History of
the Rebellion and the Atlauntic and
Pacific Coast Pilot, which are
models of correctness and typo
graphical excellence, were done
here, and were published at a great
saving to the Government.

The inventory of the job room,
taken at the time of its transfer by
private parties to the Government,
shows that the material then on
hand consisted of about 200 fonts
of type, 224 cases, 80 chases of all
sizes, 4 imposing stones and 25
composiug sticks. In 1881 an in-
ventory disclosed the following
equipment : 448 fonts «of type, 781
cases, about 1,200 chases of all
sizes, 14 imposing stounes, 240 com-
posing sticks, Washiugton hand
press, used only for taking proefs,
and 1 Degener press for small har-
ried work. Since the aceession of
Mr. Rounds to the position ot Pub-
lic Printer, many additions to the
stock have been made to meet the
growing needs of this room.

There are on hand, ready for
press at any time, without compo
sition, about 20,000 eleetrotype and
stereotype plates of sach forms as
are rarely if ever changed. They
‘are 8o arranged that any desired
plate ean be readily found.

There are at present employed
in this room 52 journeymen prin-
ters, 6 apprentices, 1 bookkeeper,
2 laborers, 1 messenger and 2 copy-
holders. Many of the printers
have been employed since the or
ganization of the office as a Gov
ernment institation, and as a whole
the work done here will compare
favqrably with that done in any
office in the country.

The Specification Room oecen-
pies the entire fourth story and i
60 by 100 feet. Under the assist-
a.t foreman in charge are two pre-
parers of copy, an efficient corps
of proof readers, revisers, copy
holders, makers-up, compositors
and laborers, to the number, all
told, of 125.

A history of the Speecification
Room would npecessarily involve,
in part, a history of American
patents. So closely are the two
allied that an intelligent person
cannot speak of one without think-
ing of the other The never sleep
ing genius of American inventors
not " only made the printing of
specifications of patents a possivil-
ity, bat a necessity. Heretoforein
the early history of American pat-
ent laws, one transcrip of the
specification of any patent or dis-
covery was deemed sufficient for
all eoncerned From the year 1790
up to 1840, probably not more than

3,000 original patents and patents

order, | for additional improvements had

mark the different styles of type | been issned by the Government to

in which it is to be set, indicating |

also, in the case of a book, the size
of the volume in which the work
is to appear.

" “The copy is then traunsferred to
the Assistant Foreman, who has

immediate charge of the mechani-
' eal braneh of the work,and by him

parcelled ont in “takes” to the
compositors,

At the present time there are
employed in this room about 175
compositors, 6 makers up, 7 floor
hahds, 7 apprentices and 14 labor

ers.
Among the “type stickers” are

seven ludly compositors, who are

experieneed  hands, thoroughly
skilled in the trade and have no
difficulty in “‘getting up their aver
age” and acquitting themselves in
a very creditable mauner.

The job room is an important
feature of the public printing, and
from comparative insignificance in
tise earlier history of the Printing
Office it has grown in size and use
fulness until it probably exceeds
in its equipment and capacity any

;'. io;b_printing office in the country.

It ocepies part of the new fire"

inventors. Since 1840 science has
made such gigantic strides in the
field of discovery, has so enlarged
the scope for the genius of patents,
the patent laws have been so fre-
quently amended and liberalized,
the rapid growth of the country
necessitating mnew appliances to
new and ever-changing conditions
of man, that upwards of three han-
dred thousand letters patent for
inventions or discoveries, fifieen
thousand design patents, tes thou

sand re-issued letters patent, and
eleven thousand trade-marks have
been issued to invemters. With
80 'icitors of patents in every con

siderable town in the United States,
the frequeney with which they bave
to make reference to former discov-
eries upon a case in hand, interfer

ences, or infringements, the clerical
force required tofurnish transeripts
for the conrts and other persons, it
became evident, for the dispatch of
business, that the specifications of
patents and designs must be print

ed. So, in 1866, a contract was
awarded to Philip & Solomons for
pzlating t went) copies of each case,

f wing erected in 1879, and is

which continaed two years. It was
thonght, for economy, the work

departments located outside of.

could be executed at thi
ment Printing Office cheaper tl
by eontract. 8o, in 1868, the Gov-

‘erument assumed the priuting ot

the specifications with a foree, all
told, of twenty five employees.
The number of specifications issued
vach week averaged about two hun
dred and fifty, of twenty eopies
each, . '

In Janoary, 1872, the first nam
ber of the “Official Gazette of the
United States Patent Office,” was
issned.

In Jauly, 1872, the uanmber of
copies of each specification was in-
creased from twenty to two hon
dred and fifty copies, and the libra-
ry ‘edition of “Specifications and
Drawings” wa. ecommenced, wiich
contains all the. specifications of
patents and drawings issned by the
Pateut Office for one mounth, to
gether with complete “Alphabeti
cal Lists of Patentees and Inven-
tions,” a volume coutaining 2,092
pages, which has now increased in
size to 3,636 pages per month—a
work of nearly twice the magni-
iude of Webster's Unabridged
Dictionary.

Sceveral thousand specifications
of old patents, some of which were
never printed, and some of which
printed copies have been exhaasted,
are printed or reprinted every year
in addition to the above.

There are also printed in this
room “Quarterly Lists of Patentees
and Inventious,” ot about 200
pages, and an “Annual Index” ot
the same of about 700 pages.

About two hundred pages of
claims are reset in larger type for
the use of the photolithographer,
who reduces them in size and
prints them by his process, with
the drawings, each week,

The amount of composition done

[ in this room exeeeds that of any

other room under the charge of the
Public Printer, except one, (the
Document Room,) and probably
exceeds that accomplished by any
printing house inthe United States.

No pains is spared to make the
work perfect in all its parts, the
proof being read three times by
copy before the matter is sent to
press,

To accomplish
work, 12,000 lbs. Loung Primer,
10,000 1bs. Nompareil, 1,000 lbs.
English. 500 lbs. Brevier, and ten
or twelve large fouts of small job
type are regaired. About 130
« bases, 116 pairs cases, 600 brass
galleys, 150 composing sticks, sev-
hundred pounds metal fornitare,
and 300 wooden side sticks.

These remarks might beextended
to considerable length,

The stereotyping and electrotyp-
ing foundry vecupies a room 050
by 50 feet on the same floor with
and immediately adjoining the job
room, and is under the superinten-
dence of Mr. Alex Eiliott, who is
the **futher” of this branch of the
“plant.” The averagg number of
hands_employed throughout tte
year is about eighty.

The machinery econsists of 3 ster
eotype mold presses, 2 stereotype
and 1 electrotype furnaces, 2 circa
lar saws, 2 hand shaving machiues,
2 steam planing machines, 1 hand
machine for thicknessing blocking
wood, 1 jig saw and Jdrill, 1 squar
ing up and trimming machine, 1
plate-beveling machine, 1 hydran
lic and 2 toggle-jointed electrotype
mold presses, 1 black leading ma:
chine, 2 dynamo vlectric machines,
1 brass rule sawing machine, and
farnaces for casting leads, slugs,
ete.

The average amount of work ex-
ecuted per day is equivalent to
abont 300 octavo pages, in addi-
tion to which the foundry casts all
the leads and metal furniture nsed
in the different departments of this
Printing Office. The amount of
metal nsed in the various f.rms
will aggregate not less than 200,
0V pounds per annam.

The bindery occupies a floor
space equal to one aecre. It is an
der the immediate superintendence
of the Foreman of Binding, Mr. J.
H. Roberts, with Messrs. J. W.
White, John A. Perkins, P. J.
Bryne, and W. J. Kingsbury, as
assistant foremen, -

All documents for the unse of
Conzress, the Library of Congress,
the several Departments, and the
various courts, are bound, and all
blank books of every description,
for the use of all the different
branches of the Government, are
made in this, the largest bindery
in the world.

The press room of this vast es
tablishment is on the first floor and
is 60 by 300 feet, and bas aboat 60
power presses with a eapacity of
1,000,000 impressions per day. Oun
eutering, a great noise and din
greets one, which at first makes
bim feel ancomfortable, but soon
the ear becomes accustomed to the
sound of the machinery, and on

this immense

.1 1% =10
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the appointment of the present
Pablie Printer many im
have been made, improved and fast
presses have replaced the old slow
machivery, and the sanitary etndi

|Hon is better than it bas been

sitice the existence of the estab
lishment. Itisa very dificult mat
lerto keep any press-room clean,
but this one is a model of neatness.
The folding room is the largest
in the building, 400 persons being
employed there. The foiding of
sheets, maps or illustrations, the
pasting, gathering, ete , are all sep
arate and distinet operations, re-
quiring special care aud patience,
und in some eases great labor.. A
great deal of its folding is done by
machinery. In this room one can
form some idea of the vast amount
of work done by the Government
Printing Office. ! y

There are aboat one handred hands
employed on the Congressional Re-
cord. This foree varies during
the sessions of Congress, and, with
the exception of its foreman and
laborer, is dismissed at the close of
each session.

The piece department of the of
fice forms part of the “Docuament
Room,” (already mentioned,) in
which are employed some eigh'y
compositors, engaged prioeipally
on work for the Supreme Court
and the Couart of Claims.

Tais department originated with
the pres'é'nt Public Printer, Mr.
Sterling P Rounds, and has saved
the Government from $25,000 to
850,000 annually, It was oue of
the first acts of his administration,
which has been throughout the

most successfal in the history of
the Government Printing Office.

CLEVELAND AND CIVIL SERVICE
REFORM,

A letter was'addressed to Presi-
deunt-elect Cleveland on December
20. by George W. Cartis, president
of the Uivil Service Reform League,
and signed numerously by other
members of that organization re-
questing Mr. Clevelanud to be guid-

reform in the selection of public
servants in his coming administra-
tion. The following able and vig-
orous answer is pablished:
ALBANY, N. Y., Deec. 25.
To Hwm. George Wilfiam Curtis,

President, &e.

DEAR S1r: Your communication,
dated December 20, addressed to
me on behalf of the National Civil
Service Reform League, has been
received.

That a practical reform in the
civil service is demaunded is abun
dauntly established by the fact that
a stutute referred to in your com-
munication to secure such a resalt
has been passed in Congress with
the assent of both political parties,
and by the farther fact that a sen-
timent _is generally prevalent
among patriotic people calling for
the fair and honest enforcement of
the law which bas been thus en
acted. I regard myself pledged to
this, because my eonception of true
Democratie faith and paublic daty
requires that this and all other
statutes should be in good faith and
without evasion enforced, and be
cause in many utterances made
prior to my election as President,
approved by the party to which I
belong, and which I have no dis
position to disregard, [ have in
effect promised the people that this
should be done

I am not unmindfal of the fact to
which you rafer, that,many of our
citizens fear that the recent party
change in the national Executiye
may demonstrate that the abuses
which have grown up in the e¢ivil
service are ineradicable. I kuow
that they are deeply rooted and
that the spoils system’ has' been
supposed to be intimately related
to success in the muintenance of
party organization, and I am not
sure that all those who profess to
be the friends of this reform will
stand firmly among its advoeates
when they find it obstractig their
way to patronage and place. But
fully appreciating the trust com
witted to my charge,no such consid
eration shall cansea relax on my
part of an earnest effort to enforce
this law, .

There is a class of Government
positions which are not within the
letter of the civil serviece statate,
but which are so disconnected with
the poliey of an administration,
that the removal therefrom ot pre
sent incumbents, in my opinion,
should not be made during the
terms for which they were appoint
ed, solely on partisan grounds aund
for the purpose of putting in their
places those who were in political
uwcoord with the appointing power.

But many now holding such po-
sitions have forfeited all just claim
to retention, because they have
ased their places for party purposes
in disregard of their duty to the
people, and because, insread of
being decent public servants, they
have proved themselves offensive
partisans and uunscrupulous wani
pulators of local party man
ment. »

The lessons of the past sbould
be unlearned, and such officials, as
well as their successors, should be
teught that efficiency, fitness and
devotion to public duty are the
conditions of their continuance in
public place, and that the quiet
aml unobtrusive exercise of indi
vidaal political rights is the reasou-
able measure of their party service.

If I were pone bat

addressing
party friends I should deem it en-

>
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e coming administration
is to be Democratie, a dl:ﬁ regard
for the people’s interest dues not
permit faithful party work to be al
ways rewarded by appointment to
office, and to say to them that|
while Democrats may expect all
proper coonsiderations, selections
for office not embraced within the
civil serviee rules will be based
upon sufficient inquiry as to fitness,
mstitated by those charged with
that daty, rather than persistent
importanity or self solicited recom-
mendations on behalf of candidates
for appointment.

Yours, very truly,
GROVER CLEVELAND.

The Opening of the Year.

It is odd that Time, the one thing
that would seem immutable as the
fact that there is a sun in the heav.
ens, old Chrouos, whom we tancy
fashioned of stone from everlast
ing, bas, ever since men have been
humming and buzzing about, seem-
ed, ou the sarface of things, to en-
dure nothing bat change. This is
pmu‘bl; because time is one of the
mysteries that wen can not pene
trate ; they can not quite reduce it
to its lowest terms, aid they are
never satistied with the incapacity
of the way they have treated it,
tinite things finding i* hard to for-
mulate iufinite things—a dissatis
faction of which even the recent
change in standard time offers it-
self in evidence,

Thus the year seems to have be
gun aud ended nearly all round the
calendar, February bhaving once
sto 'd at the end of the year, when
Numa had the business in hand, as
various days of March have stood
#t the beginning, and as the days
of a namber of months have been
scattered about in order that Aa
gustus Cesar might have as many
days in his month of August as
Jalins Cesar had in his month of
July.

Although it is more than a hun
dred aud thirty years ago that the
change was made from the Julian
to the Gregorian style, it will be a
matter of surprise to many readers
to kuow that the Old Sty le, so call-.
ed, not only still holds in Rassia,
between all of whoese dates and our
own there is now a difference of
twelve days, bat that, in point of
solid fact—thal is, so far as finan-
cial fact is concerned —it still holds
in England. Although an act of |
Parliament long since made the |
change legal and compalsory, the |
legal and the ecclesiastical year be- |

ed by the principles of civil service | &inning on the 25th of March be |

fore that aet, yet the accounts of
the British Treasary still run in the
Old Style. Nobody in England, it |
will be remembered, ever expects |
Christmas dividends to be paid till |
Twelfth-day, or the Miisammer

ones till the 5th of July, and Lady
day being that with which the an- |
nual reckonings of the Budget be
gin and emd, and on which the
British laberer on land lets out his |
services for the year—uot the 1st
of January, but Lady-day, which

now is peckoned om the 25th of |
March, the former New Year’s Day,

Old Style, but which fnancially is

still held to be the 5th day of April,

as it used to be before New Style

eame in;and itis from the 5th of

April, and not the other date, that

reckonings of t 1@ British Treasary

are made, thus adbering to OIld

Style.

The French, at the time of their
great Revolation, meaning appar
ently to earry the revolution into
all things, divided their year into
aew segments and sections, and
our first month Lecame a part of
Nivose and a part of Plaviose,
Snowy and Raiuy, not even the
French Revolution, which brought
sach change into the world, being
able to alter the characteristies of
time by whatever name one chose
to call its divisions. This same
Nivose and Plaviose period was
long known of the Duteh as Chilly
Mountb, in
the old Scandinavian as the month
of the fighting god Thor, and of the
Anglo Saxon as Wolf Month—the
latter, perhaps, becanse it was the
devouring wolf raged abroad wost
eruelly for prey, perhaps because
not even: wolves are fiercer, bun
grier, and more devouring *han the |
bitter cold of the mounth which
made the sad hearted distich:

““The blackest month in all the year
Is the black month of Janiveer.”
It is well, in view of the sharp
character of the month, enforcing a
perpetual ight with its rigors, that
it should have been named for old
Janus, the god of battles, whose
temple, closed in peace and open in
war, never shut its doors but once
in al! the days of the Roman Re-
public. And another aptness in
its paming appears, in view again
of its standing at the opening gate
of the year, that it shoald bave its
appellation from’ this same ancient
deity, who was also the guardian
and god of all gates. Was not old
Janus, too, the jauitor of heaven
itself 1 And is it not a possibility
that we ull cherish in our inmost
bearts—only letting none suspeet
our brief fol.y (brief, since we too
soon find out the delusion)— that
this year just opened may prove a
heaven to us, if no other ever has
doue so? The two faced god it is
that opened the gate to us, for he
smiled on us with the ace of hope,
and turning a backward glanee by
and-hy, we see him frowning wil.l,
the face of despair.

In all these changes that have
been rang upon the calendar of
course we have no assarance that
things are going to remain as they
are, inlly arbitrary things that
are not enforced by natare, and
that we shall have no more changes,
So long as we have the s
of the syuinoxes men will be tink-
ering with the properties ot old
Chronos. But whenever any other
changes are made, we wonder if it
will occur to the changers that
there ia some . if not some
reason, in beginning the year when

RY 6,

freshly rather than at a sea:
natare lies cold and |

sure our readers that, pleasant as

- & Ward from failure. Alfter con

to

bt 265,000 and $25,000, respective

translation, known of |

terest,

To day [ speak of the temporal ben-

all the sweet fuross of nature begin
to assert themselves mo,whollrll

J
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things begin to bud and bargeon,
the sap runs up the stem to barst
w :&d bloum, vitality sweeps
ferror and

carrents of the blood,
and the very earth itself seems

j .,
e X I
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son when al
dead in its frozen shroud. Change
is not dear to the feminine

which feels safety only in prece- |t

deat; aud we make haste to re-as-

they might find this change when |

e
'l’

purpose swell the heart, |

once used toit, it is the most un-
likely thing in the world to take
pla batever other change come
may, use there is nothing in
the idea to recommend itself to
those Dryasduasts who attend to
such matters, and who, ignorant of
the existence of voetry, or of the
poeyry of fucts, living in the midst
of poetry, but stone blind to it,
would care nothing at all about the
pretty coipcidence of opening year

and opening bud if it hinderul!‘

them in disposing of some odd

quarter of an hour that has been |of

bothering almanne makers ever
since time began for them, and has
proved to them, indeed, a very
mauvais quart d’heure. '
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Gen. Grant’s Troubles.
[Philadelphia Times,]

General W. T. Sherman, Geo
W. Childs, and A. J. Drexel, who
are among the moxt intimate and
devoted of General Grant’s personal
friends, met in Philadelphia last
week and discussed plans for re-
leiving Gen. Grant from his

res
ent financial tronbles, Whilt in
New York Gen. Sherman learned

that an inveutory had been taken
of General Grants real estate and
personal possessions, nnder a jadg
ment entered against him in favor
of William H. Vanderbilt for 8160,
000, the greater part of which was
loaned him by Mr. Vanderbilt in
the effort to save the firm of Grant

sulting General Grant’s friends in
New York, General Sherman came
Philadelphia and arranged a
meeting with Messrs. Drexel and
Childs. !

During the ecousultation they
merely discussed the general situgs
tion, without adopting any specitic
plan of relief. Mr. Chulds and Mr.
Drexel, however, heartily approved
of General Sherman’s coarse in be-
half of his old friend and fellow:
oflicer,

The executions issuned in favor of
Mr. Vanderbilt cover Gen’l. Grant's
two farms, one near St. Louis and
the other near Chicago, his Wash
ington house, and the Philadelphia
house, at Twenticth _and Chestnut
streets, which was presented to
him by the eitizens of Philadelphia
sgon after the close of the war. The
inventory also includes: the many
valuable presents and trophies
presented to the ex-President dar-
ing his tour around the world after
his leaving the presidency. The
catalogue enumerates costly weap-
ons and sourenirs, rare articles ot
decoration and  brie a-lrae, tokens
of the esteem of triends at home
amd  the respect of | potentates
alroad.

' The swords and medals awarded
lim by Congress, his relics of the
war, his pictares and private li-
brary, and even the cands engraved
by Congress in recognition of his
serviees, are included in the list of
articles covered vy the judgments.
The possibility ot his friend losing
all these invaluaable trophies so im
pressed Genperal Sherman that be
called upon General Grant whilein
New York early in the week, and
then started immediately . upon his
errand of relief.’ As Mrs. Grant
has united her resources with those
of her busband, and sarrenderved
her life interest in his property, the
assets mentioned are ample to eov-
‘er the amount of the judgments in
full. The tarms alone are valued

ly.

General Sherman and Mr. Childs
expressed themselves as being en-
tirly satisfied with Mr. Vanderbilt’s
action in the matter.

Mr. Vanderbilt expressed his en-
tire sympathy with the movement,
and immediat Iy offered to throw
off 860,000 of the entire amount
—which is about £160,000—withiin
provid:d the remaining
£100,000 were paid.  Mr. Field
said that he had not realized the
true swate of affairs until General
Sherman commuunicated with bim,
bat he proposed to take the matter
in band himself and expected no
difficulty in raising the money.
Upon his departare from Philadel-
phia General Sherm«n expects to
visits Washington, where he will
probably continne the effirts be
gun in New York and in this ecity.

Trust Goa and Talk Cheerfully.

“Merry Christmas,” said Mr.
Talmage to nis congregation last
Saunday. *“*For fourteen Christin s
es [ have spoken to you of the spir
itnal benefits of the birth of Clrist.

efits of the Saviour’s birth. There
is no nation that has so many hap
py homes as America. Yet there
are many to day withoat work, with
out food and withont shelter.
There must be something wrong, as
to hundreds of thousands of people
this is a hungry, shivering Christ
mas. The trouble is that our coun-
try is sfffering from too mach pol-
itics Eloga -ut campaign orators
bave said that the fate of the na-
tion depended on the success of
their party, when the fact is, it
does not make two cents’ difference
to me or you who is President for
the next four years. I emjoin two
things upon you: First, belpfal
ness to the helpless, and, second,
cheerful talk. If we want te pros
trate basiness, talk in a dolorons
tone sud keep on talking. What
are you complaining abeat? The
loudest cries about harnd times are
not hard. I waut to jein & conspi-
racy made up of business m
edi‘ors and preachers who shall

T8 | Bergeant at-Arms of the Senate, at |

]
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Unknown to aﬁy one but the

nights 2 man locked himselt in that
room, and remained without a light
and in silence till mornings One
night he carelessly w a mateh
to light a cigar. Thdugh it was
for an instaut only, the light was
seen and the alarm that all
was not right in that room. The
(oor was shaken and a call made,
but the man inside remnined =i
lent. t'reparations were made to
force the door, and the Sergeat at
Arms was sent for. After hearing
the report of the officer of the night,
be found a way to dela; forving

guard were relieved and the man
inside came forth to confess his
carelessness and receive a proper
reprimand. The sudden light was
4 mystery to the guard as long as
they were on daty |

When the Senate went to the
House to meet in joiut session to
count the votes, the box contain
ing the returus was placed in-the
possession of a ¢h man,” who
was strongly flanked on the way by
the guanis, but with as little dis-
play as possible, while the joint
meetings were being held. Guards
were posted in the galleries, on the
floor—especially in the vicinity of
the Speaker's desk, where the box
was and throughout the Capitol
building, and in the approaches.

This was kept up with military
precision throughount the suspense
down to March 5. !

Meanwhile precantipns on a larg
er scale were taken by wmen higher
in office. A military force was con-
centrated in and abont Washing
ton. and held in readiness for an
emergency—that of inaugurating
Hayes, protected byl bayonets, if
necessary, _

A Cabinél official ‘at that time
said, recently : “The preparations
for a great emergenc¢y were more
extensive than any tecord shows,
The eountry was neaper its greatest
crisis than 'was known exeept to a
few.

Shooting at a Target for a Bride.

Jehial Claney is saperintendent
of the Clarion Cowmpany’s lumber
mills, near Csalton, Pa. Since
July last William Nicholson and
Williamn Braut, two young lumber
men from the Maine lamber re-
gions, have Deen working at the
mills. Clancy has a niveteen-year
old daughter. with whom the two
young men fell in love. Each one
wanted to marry the gitl, bat their
friendly relations were not disturb-
ed by that fuct. Miss Claney has
been home from school in New
York State a few weeks only. She
seemed pleased with the attentions
of the two friends.

Oun Tharsday of week before last
there was a shooting mateh near |
the Clarion Mills.  Young Brant
and Nicholson attended. During
the day Brant proposed to Nichol
son that they shoot & mateh at 300
vards, best three in’ five, the loser
to retire from farther attempts to.
win Miss Clancy’s hand in favor of
the winner. The mén shot twenty
times each, the shooting resalting
in a tie each time. On the twenty
first roundd Niecholsén missed, and
Brant won the mateh, The two
iriends then went to Claney’s and
and told the young lady what they
had done and the result. Braot
proposed marriage to her. She re
plied that she felt pleased with his
offer, but/as she was engaged to he
married to a young man in Waver
ley, N. Y., she could not aceept it.
Brant was so chagrined at thisin
formation that he left the neigh-
borhood at once, saying that he in
tended toreturn to Maine. Nichol
son remained at work in the mill,

The day before Christmas Miss
Claney went gway, ostensibly to
spend the day with a young lady
friend in a neighboring village. On
Christmas Day Nicholson also went
away. No one coanected bis ab-
sence with that of the girl, but on
Saturday they retarned home to-
getlier. They had been married on
Christmas. Nichol son had contin
ned to press his suit after Brant
went away, in spite of the girl's
declaration that she was already
engaged to-be married. Shbe final
ly consented to marry him, but her
father insisted that she keep her
engagement with the Waverley
young man, and she then agreed to
elope with Nicholson.

—One county in Australia bas
this year paid the boanty oun 25,
840 dozen of captured sparrow eggs.

— David Dobbs, Wills P. O,
Ala, says: My grand-dasghter had
saffered with a sore upon her I&i
e oty e Mot N
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More than forty niqui’ah have ;
passed into the hands of receivers =
during the‘year, incloading ‘suchim
portant roads as the West Shore) |
m&ading and :ho Wabash and

are resorting to desperate
expedients to prevent default, in f o
the hope that some improvement = °
may occur in the situation which ,
will enable them to pull through.
The condition of trade is indicated
iu the fact that 11,600 failures have .
occarred duﬂn&hu twelve months,
a8 against 4,650 in 1880, and the
linbilities amouut to #240,000,000, =
as ugdainat 857,120,000 in the year
named.
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Horrors of the Flames. . &
Rainwater & Kern’s big grain
elevator at Dallus, Texas, was burn
ed last week and three lives were -
lost in the flames, immediately af
ter the fire started it was e’
that two men were in the hailding,
and immediately afterward a hat
was thrown from a window in the
top story. This was conclusive
proof that there was at least one
man in the building and that he
asked tor assistance. The exeite- '
ment aceordingly became fntense.
Mr. David Rainwater, whe had =
been coufined at his home through
illness, was quickly on the gronnd
in spite of his condition and offered =
82,000 reward for the rescae of .
each of the men supposed to bein
the bnilding He explained the =
mauner in which the elevator was — |
Luilt, and said that if the fire cat
off egress by the stairs there was i
no way of eseape. The windows '
were fourteen feet from the floer =
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aml conld not be reached without a .'Jd“’
ladder from the iuside- Nothing, ‘L_|
however, could be done to rescue Lo
the men. - . f‘- r
When the fire had about halt 3
consumed tue building the foor: ¢
fell and the grain commenced pour- 1§
ing through thedoors The chaﬂ-{'. o

ed remaius of a man eame with it
The body wus quickly taken np.
placed on a blanket and taken to,
the morgue. Soon aw ther body =
came through the same door, but it
was quickly eovered by the graini
and the tottering second story pre- -
vented itsiremoval. The body re-
moved was charred beyond all ve. -
cognition. "The feet 1o the kneesx -
and the hawds to the elbows were
burned off aud there was not a0
vestige of skin by which to tell = =
whether the man had been white i
or black. : {

Married on Schrdule Time. .
An Americus (Ga.) special savs: |
The anexpected marriage of Miss
Georgia Laramore, of this eity, to
Mr. Ward Holt, conductor on the
Sonthwestern road, has ereated
quite a sensation. Mr, Holt, being
aware that Miss Laramore was to =~
marry a prom.nent Macon merchant
in a day or two, stepped over to -
the hotel veranda, where she uaﬁ'; |
standing with a letter in her hand, '
and congratalated her. Holdin f o
up the letter, she said: e
“Do you see this? It is a r¢y =
quest for a postponement, which l gt
have granted.” 313 e B e
“Why? replied the conductor, |
whose train was now ready o
leave, “I wonld not have agreed to = =
that. Do not postpone a wedding. :
If be isnot ready, L am, and yoh =
know [love you. Will you marry « =
me?” : L e S0
She dropped her head, dropped
her eyes, amd next womeént the .
answer was plain. The condoetor i
delayed his train for five minutes,
procared his license from & magis.
trate who was within call, and in
less time than it takes to tell it . = =
the two were made one. Then the
conductor, kissing his wife, pulled
out with the train, bhaving first
telegraphed to Macon for a cop-
ductor to meet him midway. The
relief arrived at the place de-
signated. Mr. Holt returned 1o
his bride, while her letter ot post- "
ponement to her jilted lover, by = -
the kindn of the postmaster,
was withdrawn from the mail. 'L..
A Morrible Mallucination,
Near Chebalis, Wyomiog, on the = _
line of the Northern Padifie rail- - -
road, last week, Wm. P o
well to do tarmer, who is a strong =~ -
believer in spiritwalism, imugi i
that he received .an order from u. -
higher power to kill hLis infan .jj':L ,
child. This he did with 4 hamwer.
When he had finisbed be showed
what he had done to his wite, who
is also a spiritaalist. Hethensaid
that if she would eat her throat h
would do the same. Both :
found wext day hall frozen
their throats cut bot not yet |
Pearsou had revived
state what is above related
Land his wite will probably ¢
R - : —
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