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PRESIDENTS MESSAGR. |
WASHINGTON, DRC. T
This dav, st 12 o'clock, the Presiden
of the United States transmitted to both
Houses of Congress, by the hands of his
private Secretary, the lollowing
MESBAGE :

Fellow citizens of The Senate
and House of Kepreaentatives !

4

Many important subjects will claim your
sttention during the present session, of
which 1 shall endeaver ta give, in aid of
your deliberations, » just ides in this com
munication. | undertake this duty with
difidence, from the vast extent of the in
terests on which | have to treat, and of
their great importance to every portion
of the Union. | enter on it with zeal,
from s thorough conviction that there
never was a period, since the establish
ment of our revolution, when, regarding
the condition of the civilized world, and
its hearing on us, there was greater ne-
cessliy for devotion in the public servanis

3,
'

1

while each party pursued its own cou

other, & proposal has been made to
Bejtish government 1o regulate this
merce by (reaty, as it has been 1o
in like manner, the just claim of t
izens of the United States inhablting the
states and terviiorios bordering on the
lakes and rivers which empty mto the St

1o the ecean, For these and other ob
ﬁél'i of ‘l“l’l lmpﬁfhnce to the interests
of both parties, & negotiation has been
opened with the British government,
which, it is hoped, will have » satifactory
resull.

I'he commissioners under the sixth and
seventh articles of the tresty of Ghent,
having successfully closed their labors in
relation 10 the sixth, have proceeded o
the discharge of those relating to the s
venth. Their progress in the extensive
survey, required for the performance of
their duties, justifies the presumption that
it will be completed in the ensuing year.

The negociation which had been long
depending with the French government
on several important suhjects, and partic
ularly for a just indemnity for losses sus
tained in the late wars by the citizens of
the U. S. under unjustifiable seizures and
confiscations af their property, has not, ss
ye)y had the desired effect.  Aw this
claim reste on the same principle with
others which have been admitted by the
French pove rnment, it is not perceived on

to their respective duties, of for virtye,
patriotism, and unien, in our consiiiuents. l
Meeting in you s new Congress, l}
deem it proper to present this view of pub
lic affsirs in greater detsil than might
otherwise be necessary. | do ity howe l
ver, with peculiar satisfaction, from a
knowledge that, in this respect, T shall
comply more fully with the sound princi
ples of our government, The people be
ing with us exclusively the sovereign, it
is indispensable that full information be
laid hefore them on all important subjects,
to enable them to exercise that high
power with complete effect. Il kept in
the dark. thev must be incompetent to it.
We are all liable to error, and those who
sre engaged in the management of pub
lic affairs are more subject o excitement,
and to be led astray by their particular in-
terests and passions, than the great body
of our constituents, who, being at home,
io the pursnit of their ordinary svoca
tions; are calm but deeply interested
spectitors of events, and of the conduct
of those who are parties to them.  To the
people, every department of the govern
ment, and every individual in each, are
responsible, and the more full their infor-
mation, the better they can judge ef the
wisdom of the pelicy pursued, and of the
conduct of each in regard toit. From
their dispassionate judgment, much aid
maoy alwavs be obtained, while their ap
probation will form the greatestincentive,
and most gratifying reward, for virtuous
sctions, and the dread of their censure
the best security against the abuse of their
confidence, Their interests, in all vital
questions, are the same, and the bond by
sentiment, as well as by interest, will be
propertionably strengthened as they are
better informed of the real state of public
affairs. e« pecially in aifficult conjectures.

Itis by such knowledge that local preju- |

dices and jealousies are surmounted, and
~ that a national policy, extending its fos-
| tering care and protection to all the great
interests of our Union, is formed and
steadily adhered to.

A precise knowledge of our relations
with foreign powers, as respects our ne-
gotiations and transactions with each, is
thought to be particularly necessury.
Lqually necessary is ity that we should
form a just estimate of our resources, rev:
enue, and progress in every kind of im-
provement connected with the national

_ prospeyity and public defence. Itishy
renderthg justice o ofber nations, that we
may expect it from them. It is by our
abifity - to- resent ~injuriess —and -redress |

o mpongs, that we mey avoid them.

The commissioners under the fifth ar-
ticle of the treaty of Ghent, having disa-
greed in their opinions respecting that
_portion of the boundary between the ter-
ritories of the United Stateg and Great
Britain, the establishment of which had
been submitted t6 them, have made their
respective reports, in compliance with
that article, that the same might be re-
ferred to the decision of a friendly power
Ttbeing manifested, however, that it would
be difficulty if not impossible, forany pow-
et to perform that office, without great:
delay and much inconvenience 10 itsell, a

... propusal hms been_made by, this goyern-
~ ment, and accéded fo by that of Great
Britain, to endeavor to cstablish that

boundary by amicable iation. It
sppearing from long ex%l no
satisfactory arrangement cou med

of the commercial intercourse between
the United States and the British colonies

what just grounds it can be rejecied. A
minister will be immediately appointed tv
proceed to France, to resume the nego
tistions on this and other subjects that
may arise between the two nations.

At the proposal of the Russian imperi
al government made thro® the minister of
the emperor residing here, a full power
and instructions heve been transmitted to
the minister of the U'. S. at S:. Peters
burgh, 1o arrange by amicable nepoti
ation, the respective inlerests of the two
nations on the northwest coasts of this
continent. A similar proposition had
been made by his imperial majesty to the
government of G. B, which has likewise
been acceded to. ‘The government of
the U. S. has been desirous, by this
friendly proceeding, of manifesting the
great value which they have invarishly at
tached to the friendShip of the emperor,
and their solicitude to cultivate the best
unde=standing with his government. In
the dizcussion to which thix interest has
given risey and in the arrangements by
which they may terminate, the occasion
has been deemed proper for asserting, as
a principle in which the rights and in
terests of the U. S. are involved, that the
American continents, by the free and
independent conditions which they have
assumed snd maimained, are hencelorth
not to be considered as subjects for fu
ture colonization by eny LEuropean
powers.

Since the close of the last session of
congreds, the commissioners and arbitra
tors for ascertaining and determining the
amount of indemnification which may be
due 1o citizens of the U. S. under the de
cision of his imperial majesty the empe
ror of Russia, in conformity to the con
vention concluded at St. Petersburgh on
the |12th of July, 1822, have assembled in
this city, and organized themselves as a
board for the performance of the duties
assigned to them by that treaty. The
commission constituted under the 1lth
article of the treaty of 224 Feb. 1819, be-
tween the U. S. and Spain, is also in
session here ; and as the term of three
years, limited by the treaty for the execu
tion of the trust, will expire before the
period of the next regular meeting of
congress, the attention of the legislature
will be drawn to the measures which may
be necessary to accomplizh the objects for
which the commission was instituted.

1o compliance -with -8 resolution -of the
House " of ' Representatives, adopted at
their last session, instructions have been
given to st the-Miniswrsofihe U S5He
cording to the powers of LEurepe snd
America, 1 propose the proscription of
the African slave trade, by classing it un-
der the denomination, and inflicting on
its perpetrators the punishment,. of pira-
cy. Should this preposal be acceded to,
it is not doubted that this odious and
criminal practice will be promptly and
entirely suppressed. Itis certainly ho-
ped that jt will be acceded to, from a
firm belief that it is the most effectuul
expedient “that can” be adopred for the
purpose. -
At the commencement of the - recent
war. between France and Spain, it wes
declarce by, the French-govermens thas
it would grant no commissions to-piiva-
teers, and that neither the commerce of
Spdin herself, nor of neutral mnations,
should be molested by the naval force of
France, except in the breach of a lawlul
blockade. This declaration, whigh up-
pears to have been faithfully carried into

in this hemisphere, by legislative acts,
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without sgreement or concert with the

{Lawrence, 1o the navigation of that rigas

|l ﬂe;cy_._, s 0 e av

wimed snd charished by the Uk
from the firvt ostabllishment of the inde-
pendence, suggested the hope mt the
fme had arrived when thp& for
adopting it a3 s permanent and imrisble
rule In ol future mantime war might
meet the favorsble consMersti of the
sreat Fu powers..
have sccordingly beesi gistn ipaur min
pasiars in France, Bussia, sod Coest Do |
sin, to make those proposals 1o vheir rg
spective governments ; andy when (he
friends of* humanity refect on the evan
tial amelioration in the condiion of the
human race, which vould result from
the private war on the sea, and on the
great facility by which | might be sccom
rllll:rd. requiring only the consent of » |
ew sovereigns, an earnat hope i indul |
ged that these overture:will meet with
an stiention, snimated w the spirit in
which they were made, adl that they will
ultimately be successful.

The ministers who wee appointed to
the Republics of Columby and Buenos
Avres, during the Just sasion of Con
gress, proceeded, shoiily alterwards, o
their destinations.  Of ther artival there
official intelligence has no yet been re
celved. The minister sprointed o the
Republic of Chili will sail b a few days.

An early appointment wilialso he made |
‘o Mexirn, A minister hasheen receir
ed from Colombia, and the oher govern- |
ments have been informed tha ministers.
or diplomatic aypents of inkrier grade.
would be received from cach sccordingly |
as they might prefer the oneor the other

The minister appointed b Span pro |
ceeded, soon afier his appdntnent, for!
Uadiz, the residence of the sovereign 1o
whom he was accredited. b syproach-|
ing that port, the frigate which onveyed |
him was warned off by the cemmnder ol
the French squadron, by whics it was|
blockaded, and not permitted to mier, al
though spprised, by the cupt. dthe I |
gate of the pll.h]‘lt character of U person !
whom he had on board, the lading ol
whom was the sole object of his pro
posed entry. This act being casidered
an infringzement of the rights ¢ embas
sadors and of nations, will forn & just
couse of complaint to the goernment
of France, against the officer by abom it
was committed.

The actual condition of the public &

nances more than pealizes the javorable
sriticipations thet wetd entertained of It st

oy degree of perfection in fts discipline snd

L

| tile spitit of the Ricarees would extend to

avare, and the Port st the Rigolets, in
Loulslana.

The Board of Engineers, snd the To

al Corpe, have been in constant

and sgtive service, in surveying the coest,

::: projecting the works necessary for its
¢.

T';e Military Academy has stiained »

instruction, equal, ax iy believed, 1o sny
Tnstitution S IG XInt 10 Wy country.

The money spproprisled Tor 1he use of
the Ordnance Department, has been rey
ularly and economically applied. The
fabrication of arms at the national armo
des, and by contract with the Department,
has been gradually improving in quality
and cheapness. 1t is believed that their
quality is pow such, as to admit of bw
little improvement.

The completion of the Forlifications
renders it necessary (hat there should be
a suitable sppropriation for the purpose of
fabricating the cannon and carriages ne
cessary for those works,

Under the sppropristion of five thou-
sand dollars, for exploring the Western
waters, for the locaiion of a site for »
Western Armory, & commission was con-
stitued, comsisting of Col. M- Ree, Col
Lee, and Capt. Talcott, who have been
engaged in exploring the country. They
have not reported the result of their la
bors, but it is believed that they will be
prepared to do ity st an carly part of the
session of Congress.

During the month of June last, Genersl
Ashly and his party who were trading un
der a licence from the government, were
sttacked by the Rickarees while peaceably
trading with the Indians, at their request.
Several of the party were killed and woun
ded and their property taken or destroved.

Col. | =avenworth, who commanded Fort
Atkinsan, st the Council Bluffs, the most
western post, apprehending that the hos-

other tribes in thet guarter, and that there-
by the ives of the traders on the Missou-
riy and the pesce of the frontier would be
endangered, ook immediate measures to
check the evil.
With a detachment of the regiment
stationed at the Bluffs, he successfully
attacked the Rickaree villege, and it is
hoped that such an impression has been
made on them, as well as on the other
tribes on the Missouri, as will prevent a
recurrence of future hostility.

The report of the Secretary of War,

the vpening af the Lt sesslua of Con:
gress, On the first of January, there was
u halamce in the Treasury of four millions
two hundred and thirty-seven thonsind
four hundred and twenty-seven dollars
and fifty five cents. From that time to
the thirtieth of September, the receipts
amounted to upwards of sixteen millions
one hundred thousand dollars, and the ex
penditures to eleven millions four hundred
thousund dollars. During the fourth quar-
ter of the year. itis estimated —thet-the
receipts will, at least, equal the expendi-
turesy and that there will remain in the
Treasury, on the first day of January next,
a surplus of nearly nine millions of dol-
lars.

On the first of January, 1825, & large
amount of the war debt, and a part of the
Revolutionary debt, become redeemable.
Additional portions of the lormer will con-
tinue to become redeemshle, annually,
until the year 1835. It is believed, how-
ever, that if the U. States remain at peace,
the whole of that debt may be redcemed
by the ordinary revenue of those vears
during the period, under the provisions of
the act of March 3d, 1817, creating the
sinking fund, and in that case the only
part of the debt, that will remuin after the
year 1835, will be seven millions of five
per cent. stock subscribed to the Dank of
the U.S. and the three per cent. Revolu
tionary debt, amounting to thimeen mil
liogs 1o bundred and ninety-six thousand
and ninecty-nine ‘dollars and six cents,
both of which are redeemable at (he pléa-
Fstire-of the—government:

The state of the army in its organiza-
tion and discipline, has been gradually im
proving for several years, and has nhow
altained a high degrec of perfection. The
Military disbursements have been regu
larly made, and the accounts regularly and
pronfptly rendered for settlement. Thé
supplies of various descriptiony have been
of good quality, and regularly issued at
all the posts. A system of economy and
accountability has been introduced; into
every branch of the service; which admits]
of little additional improvement. This
desirable statg,has been attained by the
act reorganizing the staff of the army,

teen hundred and eighteen. =~ .
The moneys appropristed for fortifica-
tions have been regularly and economi-
cally appliéd, and all the works advanced
as rapidly as the amodnt appropriated
would admit. Three important works
will be completed in the course of this

| passed on the foucicanth of April,cigh.{ Mes

which is herowith transmitted, will ex-
hibit, in - grester detall, the condilion of
the Department in its various branches,
and the progreis which has been made in
its admivistestion, during the three first
quarters of the year.

1 transmit a return of the militia of the
several states according to the last reports
which have been made by the proper of-
ficers in each, to the Depariment of War.
By reference to this return, it will be seen
| that it is not complete, although great ex- |
ertions huve been made to make it so.
As the defence, und even the liberties of
the country must depend, in times of im-
minent danger, on the militia, it is of the
highest importance that it be well organ-
ized, a=med, and disciplined, throughout
the Union. The report of the Secretary
of War shews the progress made during
the three first quarters of the present
year, by the application of the fund ap-
proptiated for arming the militia. Much
difficalty is found in distributing the arms
according 1o the act of Congress provid-
ing for it from the foilure of the proper
Departments in many of the States, to
make regular returns. 1he act of May
12th, 1820, provides that the system of
tecties and regulations of the various corps
in the regular army, shall be extended 1o
the militia. This act hss been very im-
perfectly exccuted, from the want of uni
formity in the organization of the militia,
proceeding from the defects of the sys-
tem itsetf wnd espociatly - o e~ poa~
tion to that main arm of the public de-
fence. It is thought that this important
subjecty in sl s branches, mierivs the-st-|
tention of Congrese.

The reportof the Secretary of the Navy,
which is now communicated, furnishes an
account of the administration of That De-
purtment, for the three first quarters of
the present year, with the progress made
in aurmenting the navy, and the manner
in which the vessels in commission have

been employed. "
Ihe usual force has been maintained

in the Mediterranean Sea, the Pacific
Ocesn, and along-the Atlentic Coast, and
has sfforded the necessary prolection to
our commerce in those seas. ‘
In the West Indies and the Gulf of
Mesicoroup aaral-farce- bas-béen-
mented, by Vhe addition of several gmull )
vessels, provided for by the ** act guthor-
izing an additional naval force for the sup-
pression of piracy
at their last se « ment has

t of its object. - piracies by

-

plis

passed by Congress | being

Tsland
flicted,

fidence of our merc
ure, restored.

The patrlotic zeal and of
Commodore Porier, to whom the com-
mand of the expedition was confided,

been fully seconded by the officars and
men, under bis command. And, in re-
fecting with high wathilsc thon, on the hon-
orshle mahner In WHich l\l'f'h_!"“lio- g
tained the reputation of theie country and
its navy, the sentitnent is alloyed only by '
s concern, that, In the fulfiiment of that
srduous service, the diseases Incident (o

the sesson, and 1o the climate in which

it was discharged, hav@eprived the D'.

tlon of many useful lives, snd among them

of seversl officers of great promise.

. In the month of Augusts a very malig-
nant fever made its appearance st Thomp.
son's Island, which threatened the des-
truction of our station there. Many per-
ishod, and the commanding officer was
severely attacked. Uncertain as 1o his
fate, and knowing that most of the medi-
cal officers had been rendered incapsb'e of
discharging their duties, it was thought
expedient 10 send 1o that post an officer of
rank and experience, with seversl skil-
ful surgeons, 10 ascertain the origin of the
fever, and 1he probebility of its recurrence
there in future sessons ; to furnish every
amsistance lo those who were z‘ng,
and if practicable o uvoid the n vy of
shandoning so important a station. Com-
modore Rodgers, with a promptiude
which did him y cheerfully sceepte
ed that trust, and haw discharged it In
manner anticipated from his kil
patriotism.  Before his arrival, G
dore Porter, with the greater purt
squadron, had removed from the |

and returned 10 the United States, in cons
sequence of the prevailing sickness. Much
ubelul Information bas however-been ob«
tained, us to the state of the lsland, and
grest relief afforded 1o those who hagl been
necessarily left there.

Although our expedition, co-eperating
with an invigorated sdministration of the
government of the island of Cuba,
with the corresponding agtive exertions
of a British navsl fore e Mo seus,
have ulmost entirely yed the unli
censed piracies from that island, the suc+
cess of our exertions have not been equal-
ly effectual te suppress the saine crimey
under other pretences and colors, in the ;
neighboring Island of P, Rico. . Thg -
have been MWIM'M‘; o
sive lssue of Sp. co “At
early period of the present ydl‘; remon-
strances were made to the governor of
that islund, by an agent, who was sent for
the purpose, against those outrages of
the peaceful commerce of the U. Sustes,
of which many had occurred. The offi-
cer professing his want of suthority to
make satisfaction for our just compluints,
answered only by a reference of them to
The government of SPaln. FminieTe
of the U. 8. to that court, was especiully
instructed to urge the necessitpal the im-
mediate and effectual lnlerpam of that '
government, directing restitution and in- -
demnitydfor wrongs already Commitred;
and interdicting the repetition of them.
I he minister as has begh secn, was debai-
red access to the Spanish, government,
and, in the mesn lime, sewersl '
of Aagrant own :
izons of the U. '8
Rico, have sufferedi™ i _
threatened with assassination, for assert-
ing their unquestionable rights, even be-
fore the lawful tribunals of the country.

e
-%
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The usual orders have been given to all
our public ships, to scize Am., vessels en~
gaged in the slave trade, and bring them
in for adjudication, arid 1 have the gratifi- -
cation to state, that no so employed
has been discoveredyiand there is good

reason to ve, t ag isnow sel- &
- TrTe s soares of gresr satisfierion; thay
we.are always ensbled to recur
duct of our navy with pride and

dation. As a means of national d

enjoys thie public confidenee, and is Wead-

o

submitted whether a more efficient and
equally economical organization of it
might not, in seversl respects be effected,
It is supposed that higher grudes than
now exist by law, would be useful. They
would afford well merited rewards to
those who have long and faithfully served
their :mu:’y_ 3 present _the best incens
tjves to good conduct, and the best means

of ensuring a proper discipli —d};o
twe

ng

the inequality in that ct, be
ilitary. and. paval muad
W." PN -m, m' &

and mortifications, which occur when our
vessels meet those of other nations : ours
the only service in which such-
gredes do not exist. -
A report of the Postmaster General,
which accompanies this’ communication,

-
e

effect, concurring with principles pro-
i

year ; that is, Fort Washington, Fort Def*

-

\

been eminently ‘succe
which @iy commerce in the neighborr

will shew the present.state of ibe Fost

Ls



