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CAUCUS DEBATE,

In the United States Senate, on the proposed
‘amendment 1o the constitution relative to the
election of President and Vice Phesident of the
United Sates—during which debate, the pol.
bey of the late cumens st W was inci-
dentally drawn into the discussion.

Mr. Braich asked the indulgence of
the Scuate for the purpose of submite
ting, for their consideration, s few

" thoughts in relution to the important

et matter under consideration, —
He seid it was due to theState he had
the honor In part to represent, for him
W support the amendments to the Con-
stitution, which propose to establish an
wniform mode for the imtment of
Electors of President Presi-
dent, and 0 himaell, 10 appose the in-
d-i“ ment of the various
now pendiog.  With the
of the Legislature of the
ﬁh he most heartily concurred,
on the subject, be
h he endeavor 0 conf
the decision of the Chair, and that |
would sot intentianally bring into dis-
cussion, matter foreign from the true
befure the Seoate ; for' he
believed that the dcciom of the

tetion, 80 it is ot preseot, and to call
of the Senate 10 the per

. ( . Macon,

sy 0 ogh suthesiay |
bod, snce hadays of Gen. |,

e
pee
have been
whence do the
derive the pos
of the .
l 'o
i not to"be
and that it h, muqundy,
a0 encroachment upon the sovercigniy
of the people 1 the more alarming, io-
asmuch as it is exercised jn the cor-
rupt atmosphere of Executive patron.
sge and influence, Muke me Presi.
dent, sod | will make you s Minister,
a Secretary, or, st all ¢veors, | will
provide yqu with a gnod birth, suited
1o your wants or capacity,  Angd thus
we shall barter away the rights and
privileges of the people, at the ex.
pense of the best ioterests of the coun-
try, and’ the charter'of our liberties,
The mischiel is- abundantly manifea,
Let us not, then, turn a deaf ear to the
-dmonillom of duty, and the voice
an eolightened community, bur ruhi
let us have the magnanimity 10 return
~=t0 leave the things which belong o
the Coustitution, even though in doieg
s0, we part with some of our influence,
The President and Congress were in.
tended, by the wise framers of our
Constitution, to sct as ghecks, cagh
p the other; bu system st
Bhcnt practised, ¢ lose the benefit
of this salutary provision, For, ws
has been observed by my henorable
colleague, the Congress have always
made the Pressdent, and will continue
to Wo it. Yes, lir, the voice of that
orthodox and emperienced statesman
has said so, and | have no reason to
doubt the correctness of his assertion,
It ought not to he said, observed
Mr. B. that we are incapable of act.
iog on this important subject calmly
*|and dispassionately. Our presentses.
sion is comparatively unlimited—it is,
in wruth,the session—our table is
not burdened with important busimess ;
we. sit bus two or three hours in the
day, and but five days out of the week

this ohjection, therefore, cannot be
sustained. ANd wr to-vhe Scndte of

ghe United States, composed of gen-
lemen sdvanced ingears, possessing a
character—and justly
discretion and ulttlll
ried away by passioh and cxcitemeot,
I cannet, said MeB. believe it for a
moment, We are all convinced that
po alteration can be made in time to
mm'l‘mﬂmﬁulm

Hence, whatever excitement

y being hur-

cious character, but will rather tend to

*h*f chected ‘!Jh‘lﬁ,lmuwhdnwnn.

slarm- | lici

best and most effectus] rem.
we suffer the propi-
moment to pass what may
nput! Why, sir, that the nation
will agsin fall ineo a_state of apathy,
‘luﬂn‘tllhinulunlthc
called on 10 elect an.|

Cli-l th-twbnnml

to deprecate the recurrence of sl

the mischoef at present complained of,
md which threatens such alarming

Thﬁ'-u-dnwky

My Noyne, of 8. C., protested that be

hodd nos mticiputed the course which the | 5

had and be most sincerelvre
it repicr had heen infro
inte the discyrsion, which were un
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farther into the
discussion of the subject, (han may be ne-

cemary o reply to theargymenia (hal have
been wurged on the floor.

1t Is contended by the gestiinan (rora
New Jorsey, Mr. Dickioson, and the same
argument has been urged by all the gen
tliemen who have spoken on the subject,
that » Congressional Caucus or the nomi
nation of « President, s not liable to any of
the objections which may be urged againet
(he election of « president by Congress,
hecause the Senators and Representatives,
in sttending & coucus, act only in their pri
vait capuciifea,  THis appeurs 10 me, sald
Me. H., 10 be o fallacy so obrious, thet he
was al 4 loss 10 conceive how any one
would be decelved by B, Sir,if 50 or 60
prrivare individuals should meet In this ¢ |}
ty snd nominate u President, what effect
would be produced be it Would it be
anevent looked to witn anxlety from every
pert of the couniry | Would it divide the
nativn into partict, or challenge the pralse
oF the censure of every frotman In the
land?  No, Sir; il becavse the gentle
men who compose such o meeting ore
members of Compressit iy the suthority
with which they are cloihed, that gives in
fluence and effec: To their proceedings.
But for this, no such a meeting would be
beldg They meet In thelr characrers
members of Congress, or they would nol
meet at wil. It ks rrue, they do not meet
to perform s leyisiartoe duty, and the very
objection to the proceeding s, that they
siep beyond the line of their peculiar and
sppropriate duties, and use the influence
attached 1o their es for the promotion
ol gnsbjret not withim thelr Congressional
powers, and with whigh the spiris of the
constitution forbids 8 Jo interfore. To
show, conclusively, that It is the influence
attached to the office of « member of Con-
gress which is the foundation of*a Con-
gressional caucus, ihat it is expregsly
in their character Members of Con-
gress that gentiemen attend such a mee-
ting, Mr, H, sdverted to the fact that
VLT R Ynea of fUNtred w s
tend. If gentlomen scted only in their
private capacities, every American cit
gen—certainly every inhabitant of this
District, would be ot liberty to unite with
them. Look, too, st the forms or pro-
ceeding in such cases: the Hull of Jegis-
lation is sppropristed to their use : Speak-
er’s chair is occupied by their chairman;
the officers of the H stationed at
the doot 1o prev ' of any
but Members of C who are called

up by States 10 give their suffrages. . Al

ter this, tell us not that gentlemen act in
thelr firivate capacitics, and that, as Mem-

be apprehended from the influence of the I
lmur :

from the beneh, put off their l*n.
sfier public notiee, were to proceed, In
thelr private capacities, to ]
President, snd publish that w0
the world ! Would such «
relished ! And yet, the Executive uul.lnﬁ'
clary have certsinly an .nnl
;lu :;'l‘.rl:r ; proc ::
nation, in thelr private capacities. Again ¢
Suppose the Governors of lh thair owh
States were 10 consnlt and vote on the ob
ject, and announce the result 1o the
in order to prodete union l-a‘ the peo
ple.  What would wé llht
proceeding !

To Ulustrate the truth II.
cannot, cdhistently, with the spirit
constitution, act in their private cwhiu lhl B
on mallers which may come be
officially, lngnay be asked whether ll 'ﬂ“
be jusiifisble for a mejority h:.: m..
% 4 party, 1o meet l-goﬂnr uslly, ,-.‘w
their private hm-h-rlq -
& majority, what measu ' es they should,
& body, support or oppose ‘y Mn '..
arrangement, all the ‘uudl -&l
pure and enlightened legislation
ed, would be destroyeds and » small !h and ¢ |
ority might sway the Sensts. A Con- Hhmmm
wrewsional Cageus is open 1o the same ob- of Congress, of excitement, pa
jection, management, and finally  of

The next arxumeut urged, is that a Con- corrvption | ot the bare ¢
gressional Caucus is free from objection, !MIII_MO' | 'F“'u et

hecaose It does not profess to elect, but {80y and his
only to mominare » President. Nt:w.l hmm“ -I'l'-!

would ask whether the desigh of this|bodings
nomination is not to procure the election M.M IML
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ted without it such be not
mdifmhnumﬂhumllpbmlh. ﬂmr
nanomination would | ho caucus _
would be heid. B
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nEve 10e eMbey uf ¥
calculated 1o of disw

Presidency who would - e -
romoted, it virtuall 1to tln- 0 frovent ""“'
N i L oll the difficulties of

tion 1 and is it any sngwer (o
mend to say, thet it is produced “l‘ﬂm

by suthority and influence of Mem- Mb’ the m '
hers 8f Congress ! Or is not thet lh ‘M' ﬁ' ol
most objectionable mesns by which an "‘”““"".'

clection can be effected ! But, sir, said 'Wh! will be =
Mr.H, let usbmgtbh?nndn-ulh source of endless % and ap
test afpnmﬂe. and gee if the rnﬂhl ties. gz
am controverting will not directlydeprive | - As -mmnﬂm 2 ‘ 5
the people of the right of choosing amouy imstuncesy tead- om
the seyeral candidates for the Fresiden- | o’ ;

¢y ! 1fs Congressional Caucus be right i | would be

¥
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bers of Longress, they have no LoucerW | principle, #s the gentlemen allege, It fol

i'the transaction ! Siry said Mr. Hayne,
I deny that & man gan put off and put on,
at pleasure, ial garb with which
he is clothed® man clothed with exe-
cutive mthorh; cannot, 8 & prnntc citi-
legislative duties ; neither
tmbcn of Congress vut off his
chm-r.ln. and, as n private citizen, inter
fere with matters which the constitution
has wisely him from meddling
with | have héwrd, Sir, said Mr. Hayne,
of apriest, who, walking to church in his
s of office, received an insult ; he
ew off bhis gown, exclaiming, *Lie
\divenity, unil | punish that rascal ;”
and baving, o bis pirevate capacity, in-
flicted the chastisement, he resumed Lhe
character of & clergy man, and p
eness of

lows; that the j"icﬂd! of all the candidates | of the same pariy, the

ought te attend, and Lhe strength of each W'm““ml :
being sscertained, the strongest should be | vidual, by putting it *
supported by dll, and the others shouid be |0t Of the way, snd thus (8 " "
withdvrawn. Tlnn,un vl.liluh ﬁﬂllﬁll'-ﬂhﬂ— |

of necessity, ulr the man mouaufdu enty Hlﬁ‘
them. Take the case of two candidetes

only, and such a case has occured. A

caucus dec

is bound to withdraw 3 he can,

ple, no longer be a ?ndidm

cannot support himi; and,

tenths of the people should

be Cannot, as & man d' prhdpl'. :

onsent to serve,

Suppose there lh& Inm .

the five most pmmuud ppuln men | meads.
in the country. 3

Iply the caucus
injuries, pod will | ciple, and it results :

owirds man.” If there be, said MF.|ca

andidae 1o the people, wnd

w sound distinction, any safe rule | take bim, or look out utln_ thnn!h our |

h-t&lﬁpﬂmu‘ blic acts o
can be

Nuh. ,
wulluuhu- m&hguCuu

for & new msn; which; w
Wit mh cumstances, would hl
ulmrbmmm.u ,
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sional caucus tothetost.  The choice of 8 [to elect the President, and If it does not, ﬂmﬂdh B
e matter; it isa blli- bﬁr-rﬂar. pndmthuuﬂlfhh’ :
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