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IN SENATE.

for the second session

l!ll'::l th bers

at 35 mem were 1.
P“A committee was nppoinmrﬂm
ly, with such committee as the House
of Re ives might appoint, to
wait on the Prerident of the United
States,and inform him that the two
Houses were assembled, and ready 1o
receive any commuuication he n{ t
have to make,

CTOANAR AT DFDURAENT ATV DG

At 12 o'clock this day, the Speuker,
(Hon, Heory Clay, of Ky.) took the
chair, and the roll being called, 180
members answered to their names,

A committee was appointed on the
part of this house, 10 join with the
committee on the part of the Scnite,
to wait on the President of the U, §,
and informed him that a quorum of

both houses were gssembled, and reas,

dy to receive afy communication he
may have to make to them,
Mr, Mitchell, of Md. offéred the
following resolution ;
Revelved, That the Hon. the
our distinguished guest and
al LA PAYETI'F. to u sent within the Hall of
this House, and that he direet the manner of his

reception,
This resolution gave rise to some
debate as to what would be the most
proper mode of expressing the respeci
felt 1n this House, towards this illus.
trious individual, which resulted in
the adoption of the following resolu-
tion, proposed by Mr. A. Stevenson,
as a substitute for the other:

Resslred, That a commitiee be appointed on
the part of this House, to join such committee as
may be appoint:d on the part of the Senate, to

consider and report wha! re Wl mode it may
he proper for Conyrchete to receive Gen.
LA FAYEITE, and to testify the ve hirl
gratification which he has afforded it r{y

ker, invile
tor, Gener.

present visit 1o the the United States, made in
pursuance of the invitation given t2 him by
Congress during its last Session.

The committee was appointed, to
tonsist, on the part of this House, of
13 members, viz: Messrs, Mitchell,
A. Stevenson; Livingston, Storrs,
Trimble, M*Lane, of Delaware, Web-
ster, Mallary, logham, Forsyth, Mun-
gum, M‘Dufl, and Eddy.

The committce appointed to wait on
he President, reported, that he would,
to-morrow, at 12 o'clock, make his
ommunicatino,

Tueaday, Dec, 7th. —The President

~ Monday, Dec, 5th,~This mgg:

eighteenth Congress, Mr, Gaillard,
pro m, in the absence

the Vice-Presi ok the chair ;
being ealled over, it ap.

view of the actual state of our Union,

stituents. Our relations with foreign
powers are of a friendly character, al-
though certain interesting differences
remain unsettled with some. Our
revenue, under the mild system of im«
post and tonnage, continues o be'ade~
quate to all the purposes of the gov.
ernment.  Ouragriculture, commerce,
manufactures, and navigation flourish,
Our fortifications are lg:mncing in the
degree authorized by exisiing appro.
priations, to mtarity; and due pros
by v e e e gyt o
the Navy, to the limit preseribed for

itbylaw, For these blessings we owe
to Almighty God, from whom we de-
rive them, and with profound rever.
ence, our most grateful and unceasing
acknowledgments.

In adverting to our relations with
foreign rmcn, which are always an
object of the highest imporwance, |
have to remark, that of the subjects
which have been brought into discus.
sion with them, during the present ad-
ministration, some h.ve been satisfuc-
torily terminated ; others have been
suspended, to be resumed hereafter,
under circumstances more favourable
to success ; and others are still in nego-
tiation, with the hope that they may
be adjusted, with mutusl sccommoda-
tion, to the interests and to the satis-
faction of the respective parties, It
has been the tnvariable uhj:-.n uf iy
government to cherish the most friend-
ly relation with every power, and on
princY“e: and conditions which might
muke them permunert, A systematic
~ffort has been made to place our com-
merce, with each power, on a footing
of perfect reciprocity ; to settle with
euch, in a spirit of candour adid liber.
ality, all exisiing differences, and to

"*|anticipate and remove, so far as it

might be practicable, all causes of fu-
ture variance.

It haviog been stipulated, by the
seventh article of the Conventien of
Navigation and Commerce, which was
concluded on the 24th of June, 1822,
between the United States and France,
that the suid Coavention should. con-
tinue in force for two years from the
first of October of that year, and for
an indchivite tcrm I.l'l.l'.l.l'dl' unless
one of the parties should declare its
intention to renounce it, in which
event it should cease t3 operate at the
end of 81X months from such declara-
tion § and no such intention havin

of the Unijed States iransmitted,-this
ay, 1o Houses of Congress, the
$Wcnsage:
Fellow-Citizens of the Semate,
and of the Mouse of Representatives ;

The view which | have now to pre-
ent to you, of our fars, foreign und
omestic, realizes the most sanguine
nticipations which have been entei-
ined, of the public pfosperity. It

¢ look to the whole, our growth, as
nation, continues to be rapid beyond
xample : if to the states which com-
Aosc ity the same gratifying spectacle
s exhibited. Our expansion over the
ust territory within our limits, has
been great, without igdicating any de-
line in Yhose seciions from which the
migration has been most conspicuous,
Wehave daily gained atrength, by a
ative population, in every quarter: a

| population devoted to our happy sys-
a S ?overnmm, and cherishing the
Pond of union with fraternal affection,
1"‘IM_I‘Ieuct: has already shown, that
fae difference of climate, and of indus-
[Ty proceeding from that cause,. insep-
“‘Plt from sych vast domains, and
which, under. other systems, might
Ave a repulsive tendency, cannot fail
¥ produce with us, under wise regula-
s, the opposite effect.  What one
portion wants, the other miy supply,

« | remains, in full force,

en announced, the Convention hav-
ing been fouid advantagrous to both
parties, it has since remained, and still
At the time
when that convention wus concluded,
many iuteresting subjects were lelt
uusettled, and particularly our claims
to indemuity for spoliations which
were commitied on our commerce in
the late wars, For these interests
and claims, it wgs in the contemplation
of the parties fo.make provision at a
subsequent day, by a more comprehen-
sive and defitive treaty, e ob-
ject has been duly attended since, by
the Executive, but as yet it has not
been accomplished, It is hoped that
a favorable appartunity will present
Tisell Tor opening a negociation, which
way embrace and arrange all existing
differences, and every other concern in
which they have a common interest,
upon the accession of the present King
of France, an event which has occur.
red since the last session of Congress,
With Great-Britain, our commer-
cial intercourse rests on the same foot.
ing that it did at the last session. By
the conventian of 1815, the commerce
between the United States and the
4British dominions, in Europe, and the
East Indics, was arranged on a prin-

must be equally gratifying to our con= | colomes,

oo s B
(oo
jght otherwise

lead w0 dismemberment, operate pow. | res

erfully 10 draw us closer together, In[carnest desire exists, and has been|founded, are to be traced to an early
every other circumstance, 8 correct | manifested, on the

by

s were removed, A,

ment, 10 place the commerce with the
ikewise, on a footing of re-
ciprocal advantage; and it is hoped,

the justice of the ) it im-
portance to the mill, ere long,
accede to it,

The Commissioners who were ap.
pointed for the adjustment of the boun.
dary between the territories of the U,
States and those of Great Britain, spe-
cified in the fifth article of the Treaty
of Ghent, having disagreed in their
decision; and both governments havs
:;. mu;'mahlilh ::.huudary,
vy awmic gouation ew them
it is boped that j¢ may be mistcwilg.l
adjusted in that mode, The beundary
specified by the sixch article, kas heen’
:;::l'{'hf » by m; decision of the

Issjoners, fom the progress
made in_that.provided for . the
seventh, according to 5 report recently
received, there is good cyuse 1 pre-
sume that it will be settled in the
course of. the ensuing year.

It is a cause of serious regret, that
no lrnnrment has I:t been finally
concluded between two govern-
ments, to secure, by joint co-operation,
the suppression of the slaye trade, It
was the object of the British govern.
ment, in the early stages of the nego-
tiation, to adopt a plan for the sup-
pression, which should include the

concessinm of the mutaal right of
scarch, by the smps o1 war g caun

party, of the vessels of the other, for
suspected offenders.  This was objec-
ted (o by this gnvernment, on the prin-
ciple that as the right of search was a
right of war, of u belligerent towards
a neutral power, it might have an ill
cff.ct to extend i, by mﬂ, to an of-
fence which had been made compara-
tively mild to u time of peace. Apx-
ious, however, for the suppression of
this trade, it was thought advisable, in
compliance with a resolution pf the
House of Representatives, founded on
un Act of Congress, to propose to the
British government an  expedicor,
which should be free from that objec-
tion, and more effectual for the ob-
ject, by making it piratical.  In that
mude, the enormity of the crime would
place the offenders out of the proteciion
of their government, and involve no
question of search, or other question,
between the parties, touching their re-
spective rights. It was beljeved, also,
that it would completely suppress the
e, in_the vesscls of both parties,
and by their respective civizens and
subjects in those of other powers, with
whom, it was hoped, that the odium
which would thereby be attached to it,
would produce a corresponding ar-
rangement, and by means thereof, its
entire extirpation forever, A con.
vention to this effect was concluded
and signed in London, oa the thir.
teenth day of March, 1824, by pleni-
potentiaries duly authorized by both
governments, to the ratification of
which certain obstacles have arisen,
which are not yet eotirely removed.
The differences between the parties
still remaining, has been reduced 1o 2
int, not of sufficient. magnitude, as
18 presumed, to be permitted to defeat
an object 80 near to the heart of both
nations, and so desirable to the friends
of humanity throughout the world,
As objections, however, to the princi-
Ele recommended by the House of
epresentatives, or at least 1o the coo.
sequences inscparable from it, and
which are understood to apply to the
law, have been raised, which may de-
serve a reconsideration of the whole
subject, I have thought it proper to
suspend the conclusion of a new con-
vention until the definitive sentiments
of Congress may be ascermined. . The

pwst of this govern. |p

tive pnuiplu'
mercitl policy of

United Staces is

iod. They are esscatially connec.
wd ‘with those upon which their inde.
pendesce was declared, and owe their
wiiio to the enlightened men who
took e ::r.in raffairs at the im-
portan epoth, v are developed
in thekr first treaty of commerce with
France, of the 6th of Febuary, 1778,
10d by a formal commission which was
instirwed immediately after the cone
clusios of their revolutionary struggle,
for the purpose of negociating treaties
of commerce with every Europﬂn
power, The first treaty of the United
States with Prussia, which was negotis
ll':‘d I that cnmm;'u'lna. affovda ','p-‘i'--
nal lluepration n l?blc rinciples,
The act of Congress of I;:lc 3d of
March, 1815, adopted immediately af.
ger the return of a general peace, was a
new overturn to foreign vations, to
establish our commercial relations with
thém, on the basis of free and equal
reciprocity. o That principle has per.
vaded all the acts of Congress, lnrnll
the negociations of the z‘.nccutwe on
the subject since,

A counveusion for the settlement of
important questions, in relation to the
North-West' Coast of this continent,
and its adjoining seas, was concluded
and signed at St. Petersburgh, on the
day of last, by the Ministers
Plenipotentiary of the United States,
and Plenipotentiaries of the Imperial
government of Russia, [t will imme.
diately be laid before the Senate, for
the exercise of the constiturional au-

“!vl.t} - atr—a -y

its ratification, It is proper to add,
that the manner in which this negncia-
tion was invited and conducted, on the
part of the Emperor, has been very
satisf.ctory, °

The great and extraordinary chan-
ges which have happened in the gov-
ernments of Spaip and Portugal, with-
in the last two years, without scrious-
ly affecting the friendly relations
which, under all of them, have been
maiotsined with those powers by the
United States, have been obstacles to
the adjustment of the particular sub-
jecus of discussion which have arisen
with each, A resolutivn of the Senate,
«doptied at their last session, called for
information, as to the cffect produced
opon our relations with Spain, by the
recogrization, on the part of the Uni-
1ed States, of the independent South
American government, The papers
containing that information are pow
communicated to Congress,

A Charge d' Affuires has been re-
ceived from the independent govern-
meot of Brazil, That country, here-
tofore a colonial possession of Portu.
gal, had some years since' been pro.
claimed, by the sovereign of Portugal
himself, an independent kingdom,
Since his return to Lisbon, a resolu.
tion in Brazil has estgblished a new
government there, with an imperial ti-
tle, at the head of which is placed the
Prioce in whom the regency had been
vested, by the king, at the time of his
departure,  Thele is reason to expect,
that by amicable negotiaiion, the inde-
pendence of Brazil will ere long be
recognized by Portugal herself,

With the remaining powers of Eu.
rope, with those on the coast of Bar.

- -

Amecrican states, our relations are of
a friendly character, “We have'minis-
ters Plenipotentiary residing with the
republics of Colombia and Chili, and
have received ministers, of the sume
rank, from Colombia, Guatimala, Bue-
nos Ayres and Mexico. Our com-
mercial relations, with all those states,
are mutually beneficial and increasing,
With the republic of Colombia, a trea-
ty of commerce has been formed, of
which a copy is received, and the ori-
ginal daily expected. A negociation
for a like treaty, would have been com-

X

bary, and with all the sew Southliee

lhre.'
when received; will be laid befote the
Senate )

The attention of the government has
been drawn with grest solicitude to
other subjects, and wlarly to that
relating to a state of maritime war, ine
volving the relative rights of neutral
snd belligerent in such wars, Most
of the dificultics which we have ex-
:crieaced, and of the losses which we

ave sustained, since the establishment
of our independence, have proceeded
from the unscttled state of those rights,
and the extent to which the belliger-
ent claim has been carried ageingt the
neutral party. It is impossible to look
back on the occurrences of the late
wars io Furope, and to behold the dis«
regard which was paid to our rights
#s a neutral power, and the waste

the ‘partet WO S o verions

acts of their respective governmeots,
and under the pretext by each that the
other had set the example, without
great mortification, and a fixed pur.
pose never to submit to the like in fu.
ure, An attempt to remove those
causes of possible variance, by friend.
ly negociation, and on just principles,
which should be applicable to all par-
ties, could, it was presumed, be view-
ed by none, other than as a proof of
an curnest desire to preserve those re-
lations with every power., [In the late
war between France and Spain, a cri-
sis occurred in which it seemed proba-
ble that all the controvertible princi-
ples, involved in such wars, might be
brought into discussion, and settled to
the satisfaction of all parties. Propo-
sitions haviug this object in view, have
been made to the governmeots of Great
powers, Wmen™ niveveerrrdbef odhon
a friendly manner by all, but as yetno
treaty has been formed with either for
its accomplishment, The policy will,
it is presumed, be persevered in, with
the hope that it may be successiul,

It will always be recollected, that
with.one of the parties to those wars,
and from whom we received those in-
juries, we sought redress by war,
From the other, with whose then
reigning government our vessels were
seized in port, as well as at sea, and
their cargoes confiscated, indemnity
has been expected, but has not yet
been rendered, It was under the influ.
ence of the latter that our vessels were
likewise stized by the of
Spain; Holland, Denmark, Sweden
and Naples, and from whom indemni-
ty has been claimed, and is still ex.
pected, with the exception of Spain,
by whom it has been rendered.  With
both parties we had abundant cause of
war, but we had no alternative but to
| resist that which was most powerful
st sea, and pressed us nearest at home,
With this all differences were settled
by a treaty founded on conditions fair
and homourable to both, and which has
been so far executed with perfect good
faith, It has been carnestly hoped,
that the other would, of its \own ac-
cord, and from a sentiment of justice
and conciliation, make to our citizens
the idemnity to which they are &nti-
tled, and thereby remove, from our
relations, any just cause of discontent
on our side,

Itis estimated that the receipts into
the Treasury during the current year
exclusive of loans, will exceed $18,-

500,000, which, with the sum remain.
2 F R W—— T . Y

last year, amounting to $9,463,922
81, will, after discharging the current
Jishursements of the year, the inter-
est on the public debt, and upwards ~
of $11,500,000 of the principal, leave
u balance of more than threc millions
of dollars on the first day of Janvary
next,

A large amount of the debt con.
tracted during the late war, bearing
an interest of six per cent, becoming
redeemable in the course.of the ensu.
ing vear, that could be discharged by
the ordinary revemue, the act of the

i




